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TO  THE 

INGENUOUS  YOU  T Hi 

WHO  HAVE  HONOURED 
WITH  THEIR  ATTENDANCE 
THE 

THEOLOGICAL  LECTURES, 
LATELY 

INSTITUTED  AT  CAMBRIDGE.* 


GENTLEMEN, 

It  is  the  peculiar  glory  of  the  religion 
we  profefs,  that,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
tends  to  inform  our  underftandings,  it  me- 
liorates our  focial  nature;  and,  with  irrefifti- 
ble  energy,  inclines  us  to  regard  both  God 
and  man,  with  fentiments  of  fervent  love. 

For  this  reafon,  in  the  difcharge  of  my 
duty  as  a lecturer  upon  the  gofpels,  I always 
earneftly  exhorted  you  to  confider  religion  as 

B 3 a fcience. 


* November  21,  1768. 
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a lcience,  which  has  for  its  proper  object  the 
culture  of  the  human  heart. 

A conftant  attention  to  the  end,  evidently 
propofed  in  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  is  one  of 
the  mod  likely  means  to  lead  us  to  a juft 
conception  of  each  particular  doctrine. 
And,  as  good  will  to  man  was  the  declared 
purpofe  of  the  almighty  in  revealing  it,  and 
was  uniformly  difplayed  in  every  action  of 
our  redeemer,  we  have  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  thofe  doctrines  are  of  prime  importance 
to  our  falvation,  which  appear  to  be  more 
immediately  productive  of  a beneficent 
practice. 

Riches,  falfe  pleafures,  and  the  luft  of 
power,  are  generally  efieemed  the  grand  cor- 
rupters of  our  nature ; but  the  pride  of  heart, 
which  the  reputation  of  fuperior  knowledge, 
or  abilities,  too  frequently  infpires,  may  be 
equally  prejudicial  to  theinterefts  of  fociety, 
and  in  no  lefs  meafure  deftrudtive  of  our 
virtue,  and  our  inward  peace. 

Happy  indeed  would  it  have  been  for  the 
chriftian  world,  if  the  profeffors,  of  what  is 
termed  religious  knowledge,  had  been  able 

tQ 
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to  plead  an  exemption  from  the  prevalence 
of  thole  bad  paflions,  which  have,  fo  often 
reflected  difgrace  upon  our  religion,  and  dii- 
honour  on  our  kind. 

Our  divine  inftrudtor,  as  if  provident  of 
the  evils,  in  after-time  derived  from  this 
fource,  dwells  with  a particular  earneftnefs 
on  the  advantages  of  a meek  and  lowly  fpirit; 
and  frequently  infinuates  to  his  hearers,  that, 
unlefs  every  afpiring  fentiment  be  fubdued 
in  their  hearts,  they  would  find  unfurmount- 
; able  obftru&ions  even  to  the  entering  upon 
the  profeffion  of  a religion,  immediately  pro- 
ceeding from  that  God,  who  refifteth  the 
proud,  and  giveth  grace  unto  the  humble. 

But  thefe  exhortations  would  have  been  to 
little  purpofe,  had  not  the  genius  of  his 
religion  been  conformable  to  the  qualifica- 
tions, which  he  required  in  his  attentive 
hearers.  A lordly  and  affuming  fpirit  would, 
by  an  unavoidable  necefiity,  havefooner  dif- 
covered  itfelf  in  the  bofom  of  the  church, 
hade  the  founder  of  our  religion  delivered 
fuch  a form  of  doftrine,  as,  in  order  to  its 
juft  conception,  would  have  necefiarilv  re- 

B 4 quired 


( 8 ) 

quired  an  extraordinary  exertion  of  our  in- 
tellectual powers. 

Prfevioufly  to  all  inquiry  into  the  faCt,  we 
might  reasonably  furmife,  that  a religion, 
intended  for  univerfal  acceptation,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  unfolded  truths,  of  fuffi- 
cient  importance  to  engage  the  attention  of 
the  mod  improved  understandings,  would 
alfo  adapt  itfelf  to  the  capacities  and  cir- 
cumstances of  thofe,  who,  with  refpeCt  to 
numbers,  are  by  far  the  molt  confiaerable 
portion  of  our  fpecies. 

This  idea,  furely  not  dishonourable  to  our 
holy  faith,  the  labours  of  many  years  have 
now  confirmed  in  my  mind. 

Perfuaded,  therefore,  of  the  Simplicity  of 
the  chriftian  religion,  as  exhibited  in  the 
fcriptures,  I have  earnestly  contended,  and, 
while  the  fountain  of  life  and  health  Shall 
continue  to  me  the  power,  will  perfevere  in 
contending,  that  the  grand  and  fundamen- 
tal doctrines  of  the  goSpel  are  few  in  num- 
ber, eafy  of  comprehension,  propounded 
with  the  utmoSt  perfpicuity  and  plainnefs, 
and  withal  of  a nature  fo  intirely  practical, 
that  not  a Single  article  of  faith,  contained 

in 
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in  the  word  of  God,  is- •‘herein  propofed  as 
of  neceflity  to  falvation,  which  hath  not  an 
obvious  connection  with  a juft  and  honour- 
able conduCt. 

The  principle  of  benevolence,  the  excel- 
lency of  which  is  the  fubjeCt  of  the  follow- 
ing difcourfe,  is  particularly  recommended 
as  the  great  charaCteriftic  of  the  religion  of 
the  gofpel*.  And  we  fhould  aCt  wifely,  if 
we  always  eftimated  our  progrefs  in  the 
knowledge  of  that  religion,  by  our  improve- 
ment in  the  practice  of  this  manly  virtue. 
A virtue,  fo  indifpenfably  neceflary  to  the 
formation  of  the  real  chriftian,  that  all 
other  acquirements,  of  whatever  nature  they 
may  be,  are  not  of  fterling  worth,  if  the 
heart  is  found  a ftranger  to  its  power. 

In  all  your  ftudious  refearches,  therefore, 
into  the  do&rines  of  the  gofpel,  remember  to 
keep  this,  the  moft  important  of  them,  ever 
prefent  to  your  fight.  And,  when  your 
hearts  are  animated  with  the  profpeCt  of 
thofe  future  glories,  which  the  almighty. 

in 

* By  this  fliall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  difciples, 
if  ye  have  love  one  to  another.  Jesus. 
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in  his  mercy,  hath  revealed ; reded,  that 
you  then  will  teftifyyour  gratitude  in  a man- 
ner, the  moil  pleading  to  your  heavenly 
father,  when  your  lives  are  diftinguilhed  by 
ads  of  difinterefled  affedion  unto  thofe,  who 
are  created  in  your  fathers  likenefs. 

I remain,  gentlemen,  with  great  efteem, 

your  affedionate  and  obliged  fervant. 


THE  PREACHER. 


ACTS 
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I. 


ACTS  XX.  35. 

1 ■ , 

“remember  the  words  of  the  lord 

JESUS,  H0W  HE  SAID,  IT  IS  MORE  BLES- 

SED  TO  GIVE  THAN  TO  RECEIVE.” 

The  religion  of  the  gofpel,  though  fup- 
ported  by  fuch  evidence  as  might  juftly  com- 
mand obedience  to  its  laws,  chiefly  aims  at 
our  converfion,  by  the  milder  powers  of 
perfuafion,  and  a generous  appeal  to  the  ge- 
nuine feelings  of  the  uncorrupted  heart. 

Next  to  the  worfhip  of  our  creator  in  fpi- 
rit  and  in  truth,  it  injoins  an  obedience  to 
the  mofl  pleafing  affections  of  our  nature,  as 
our  molt  effential  duty : and  recommends 
the  principle  of  unlimited  benevolence ; that 
principle,  from  which  true  happinefs  muff 
always  flow,  as  the  proper  motive  and  in- 
centive to  every  aCtion  it  approves. 

In  conformity  with  its  general  language, 
it  delivers  the  doCtrine  of  my  text ; “ it  is 
more  bleffed  to  give,  than  to  receive.” 


But 
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But  may  it  not  be  urged,  that  the  fenti- 
ment,  on  which  this  dodtrine  is  edablifhed, 
is,  in  fadt,  at  variance  with  the  common 
pradtice,  as  well  as  the  prevailing  difpofition 
of  mankind  ? 

Self  is  the  idol  we  adore  in  every  flage 
and  period  of  our  exigence. 

If  it  be  more  bleffed  to  give,  than  to  re- 
ceive ; whence  is  it,  that  in  early  life  the 
appetite  for  fenfual  pleafure  reigns  in  our 
breads  without  control  ? Whence  is  it,  that 
we  facrifice  the  eafe  of  thofe  around  us  to 
every  lawlefs  paflion  ? Our  powers  of  being 
ufeful  in  our  generation,  to  the  gratification 
of  defires,  which  at  length  render  us  ufelefs 

to  ourfelves  ? 

* * * / . 

Avarice  furely  difclaims  the  dodtrine  of 
my  text.  Nay,  even  that  moderate  degree 
of  attention  to  our  welfare,  which  is  digni- 
fied with  the  name  of  prudence,  confifis 
not  in  providing  for  the  neceifities  of 
others ; its  objedt  is,  a decent  provifion  for 
the  fupply  of  thofe  perfonal  wants,  which 
the  laws  of  nature  and  of  cuftom  have  im- 
pofed  upon  our  race. 

Ambition,  nay,  even  emulation,  and  the 

defire 
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defire  of  an  honeft  fame,  are  altogether  of  a 
felfifh  nature.  We  envy  the  pomp,  the 
power,  and  even  the  virtue,  which  we  are 
unable  to  poffefs.  Our  own  fuperiority  de- 
pends as  much  upon  the  depreffion  of  our 
rival,  as  on  the  elevation  of  ourfelves ; the 
joy  of  fuccefs,  in  this  inftance,  is  therefore 
utterly  unfocial : it  too  often  is  founded  on 
the  miferies  of  our  kind. 

Yet  the  love  of  pleafure,  the  love  of 
power,  and  the  love  of  praife,  are  in  a man- 
ner congenial  with  the  human  mind  : they 
appear  to  be  neceffary  movements  in  our 
frame  : they  call  aloud  for  conflant  gratifi- 
cation. With  refped  to  thefe,  therefore, 
it  is  furely  not  more  bleffed  to  give,  than 
to  receive. 

1 

Religion  itfelf  feems  to  countenance,  and 
even  to  applaud,  this  ardent  defire  of  hap- 
pinefs  in  our  fpecies  : {he  appears  to  con- 
fpire  with  this  general  pulfe  of  nature,  with 
this  univerfal  wifh  of  all  her  offspring. 

She  calls  upon  us  to  leave  the  paths  of 
vice,  to  purfue  the  paths  of  virtue,  by  the 
fear  of  punifhm*ent, — by  the  animating  prof- 
ped  of  reward. 


Let 
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Let  us,  however,  attend  to  what  the  voice 
of  calm  philofophy,  aided  by  experience, 
can  urge  as  a folution  of  this  difficulty. 

And  firft,  it  muft  be  confidered,  that  the 
queftion  is  not  concerning  the  inftinCive 
defire  of  happinefs ; but  the  mode  of  con- 
ducing ourfelves,  with  refpeC  to  the  ordi- 
nary means  of  its  attainment.  And  it  is 
contended,  that  a more  rational  pleafure,  a 
fublimer  fatisfaCion,  will  be  found  in  dif- 
penling  them  to  others,  than  in  receiving 
them  ourfelves. 

The  pleafures  of  rational  creatures  are  of 
a twofold  kind. 

The  gratification  of  every  natural  appe- 
tite is  pleating : but  the  pleafure  ceafes  in 
the  inftant  of  enjoyment.  No  power  of  our 
will  can  recall  it  to  our  remembrance : it 
remains  funk  in  deep  oblivion ; until  the 
appetite  returns  at  its  appointed  period. 

Other  gratifications  there  are,  delightful 
in  the  moment  of  enjoyment,  and  which 
alfo  upon  reflection  pleaie. 

Opprefled  with  hunger  and  with  third:, 
the  foul  of  man  grows  faint ; the  calls  of 
nature  are  vehemently  loud,  they  plead  with 

irreliftible 
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irrefifiible  eloquence  for  the  accufiomed  gra- 
tification. But,  when  the  fon  of  mifery  is 
fatiated  with  plenty,  the  torture  of  his  ex- 
pedition vanifhes,  the  pleafure  of  gratifica- 
tion is  no  more. 

But  it  is  not  fo  with  the  perfon  who  re- 
lieves him.  He  felt  a fupreme  fatisfadion 
in  contributing  to  his  necefiity  ; and  every 
recolledion  enhances  the  delight. 

The  fenfations  alfo  are  widely  different 
in  degree. 

It  is  univerfally  allowed,  that  parental 
fondnefs  evidences  itfelf  much  more  power- 
fully than  filial  love. 

Hence  we  may  certainly  conclude,  that, 
in  this  infiance,  the  pleafure  of  conferring 
favours  is  fuperior  to  the  pleafure  of  receiv- 
ing them. 

And,  although,  in  ftrid  propriety,  no 
appeal  can  be  made  to  an  almoft  antiquated 
paffion;  yet  a fimilar  conclufion  may  pof* 
fibly  be  colleded  from  the  animated  lan- 
guage, in  which  the  citizens  of  Sparta,  and 
of  Rome,  exprefled  the  fervour  of  their 
affedion,  for  their  country’s  caufe. 

The  happinefs  of  the  almighty  is  cer- 
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tainly  as  much  fuperior  to  the  happinefs  of 
his  creatures,  as  his  nature  is  fuperior,  with 
refpeCt  to  intrinfic  excellence  and  power. 
And  his  happinefs  is  therefore  greater,  be*, 
caufe  they  receive  from  him  whatever  they 
enjoy,  unable  to  repay  it  by  a fimilar  return 
of  bounty,  while  he  remains  to  endlefs  ages 
the  inexhaudible  fountain  of  all  good. 

The  indulgence  of  the  benevolent  affec- 
tions forms  our  highed  happinefs  alfo  ; be- 
caufe  the  heart,  which  is  actuated,  by  them, 
is  a dranger  to  perplexity  and  care. 

Thofe  tumultuous  paffions,  in  whofe  fad 
retinue  are  found  diforder,  confufion,  and 
defpair,  are  unknown  where  the  gentler 
form  of  benevolence  bears  fway.  Pride, 
avarice,  anger,  and  revenge,  bow  down 
before  her:  they  are  hufhed  in  foft  repofej 
like  the  beads  of  night,  when  the  fun  arifeth 
they  gather  themfelves  together,  and  lay 
them  down  in  their  dens. 

When  we  confider  the  numerous  wants 
and  imperfections  of  our  nature,  we  fee  the 
wifdom  of  providence,  in  implanting  thofe 
feeds  of  foft  compaffion  in  our  breads,  which 

foothe  our  mutual  forro.vs,  at  the  fame  time 

that 
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that  they  are  the  fources  of  alrnoft  cvciy 
buffing  we  enjoy. 

The  words  of  fcripture,  the  p rad  ice  of 
our  heavenly  teacher,  confirm  this  voice  or 
nature,  and  bind  us  with  additional  obliga- 
tions to  its  obfervance. 

The  gofpel,  in  every  page,  exhorts  us,  to 

fupprefs  each  rifing  paffion,  which  oppofes 
itfelf  to  our  neighbour’s  happinefs,  to  facri- 
fice  our  own  emolument  to  his  advantage, 
and  to  fubdue  the  hoftile  fpirit  of  the  inju- 
rious perfon,  by  accumulated  ads  of  unde- 
ferved  kindnefs. 

The  great  founder  of  our  religion  came 
not  to  be  miniftered  unto,  but  to  minifter, 
and  to  give  his  life  a ranfom  for  mankind. 

His  difciples  imitated  this  great  example. 
And,  when  we  refled  upon  the  conftant 
tenor  of  their  condud ; when  we  behold 
them  calm  and  compofed  in  the  time  of  dan- 
ger, unterrified  by  every  form  of  perfec- 
tion and  aiftrefs,  rejoicing  themfelves  in  tri- 
bulation, exhorting  others  to  rejoice  ; we 
mufi;  certainly  conclude,  that  they  feltafm- 
cerer  pleafure,  a more  warm  and  impaf*- 
fioned  fatisfadion,  in  their  works  of  bene- 
II.  C volence. 
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volence,  in  their  labours  of  love,  than  if' 
they  had  been  gratified  with  the-  adtual  en- 
joyment of  whatever  wealth,  and  honour, 
and  dominion  could  beftow. 

It  cannot  be  urged  in  opposition  to  the 
doCtrine  we  would  eftabliSh,  that  every  hu- 
man action  may  be  traced,  until  it  be  found 
connected  wdth  the  love  of  pleafure,  the  love 
of  power,  or  the  love  of  praife. 

The  love  of  pleafure  animates  to  aCtion  ; 
and  experience  proves',  that  the  higheft  plea- 
fure is  found  in  the  performance  of  thofe 
actions  which  are  ufeful  to  our  fpecies. 

The  love  of  power  is  virtuous,  when  we 
attempt  its  acquifition,  with  a view  of  in- 
creafing  our  capacities  of  doing  good. 

Approbation  and  applaufe  are  the  grate- 
ful tribute  of  mankind,  in  return  for  juft 
and  generous  conduct.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
characteristic  mark  of  a benevolent  heart  to 
be  influenced  by  the  love  of  honeft  praife. 
And  the  delight,  arifing  from  the  indulg- 
ence of  this  paflion,  is  itlelf  a demonstra- 
tion, that  it  is  more  blefled  to  give  than 
to  receive. 


Every 
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Every  paffion,  therefore,  in  our  conftitu- 
tion  points  out,  that  true  enjoyment  is  only 
to  be  found  in  adts  of  focial  love. 

And  on  this  idea,  happinefs  is  furely  in 
our  power.  We  cannot  indeed  command 
the  exercife  of  our  neighbours  kind  affec- 
tions in  our  favour,  but  we  poffefs  an  unli- 
mited power  over  our  own. 

Nor  can  it  be  urged  as  an  objection  to 
this  theory,  that  religion  frequently  appeals 
to  the  felfifh  patiions  of  our  nature  ; or  with 
*■  reafon  be  afferted,  that  revelation,  hold- 
ing forth  the  gift  of  immortality,  as  the 
deftined  reward  of  our  obedience,  in  fadt 
annihilates  the  intrinfic  excellence,  and' 
native  dignity  of  every  generous  virtue, 
in  the  bread:  of  each  believer  of  the  sof- 
pel. 

It  is  readily  allowed,  that  reward  is  only 
due  to  difinterefted  adts  of  virtue. 

But  the  principle  of  every  focial,  and  dif- 
interefted affedtion  is  gradually  formed  in  the 
heart,  by  a kind  of  mechanical  procefs,  and 
by  the  aid  of  motives,  which  differ  widely 
from  their  generated  effedh 
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The  hopes  and  fears,  which  a belief  in 
the  religion  of  the  gofpel  naturally  raifes  in 
the  heart  of  man,  although,  confidered  in 
themfelves  and  their  immediate  confe- 
quences,  they  have  no  claim  to  the  character 
of  meritorious ; yet  direCtly  lead  to  the  pro- 
duction of  affedtions,  difinterefted  in  their 
immediate  motive,  and,  therefore,  ftriCtly 
deferving  of  reward. 

Under  the  conduCt  of  right  reafon,  they 
roufe  us  from  the  fatal  lethargy  of  vice, 
they  urge  us  to  the  practice  of  every  ufe- 
ful  virtue ; until  at  length  the  heart,  led 
captive  by  the  charms  of  truth,  forgets  the 
motive,  which  firft  engaged  it  in  her  fervice; 
and  expanding  itfelf  wide  as  the  creation 
of  the  almighty,  and  emulative  of  the  joy 
of  God,  confiders  every  increafe  of  the  hap- 
pinefs of  others,  as  an  addition  of  happinefs 
to  itfelf. 

Hath  heaven,  therefore,  bleffed  thee  with 
riches  ? confider  thyfelf  as  the  appointed  dif- 
penfcr  of  them  to  thy  brethren  : and  know, 
that  thy  happinefs  does  not  con  fill  in  the  en- 
vied pofleffion,  but  in  the  liberal  communi- 
cation, of  thy  fubftance. 
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Thou  Dill  wilt  be  happier  than  thy  poor- 
er neighbour : he  receives  thy  favours,  thou 
conferred;  them:  “ it  is  more  bleffed  to 
give,  than  to  receive.” 

Beat  down  the  fpirit  of  pride,  which 
caufes  thee  to  infult  the  lowly  fortune  of  thy 
lefs  happy  brother.  The  fenfe  of  pain,  aris- 
ing from  a comparifon  of  his  hate  with 
thine,  fhall  be  diminiflied  in  his  bread; ; 
and  thou  halt  find  thy  reward,  in  that  in- 
ward tranquillity,  which  meeknefs  fhall 
infpire. 

The  gift  of  fuperior  wifdom,  and  abili- 
ties, the  advantages  of  learning,  are  valu- 
able only  in  the  ufe.  He  that  increafeth 
knowledge,  increafeth  forrow,  if  he  toileth 
only  for  himfelf.  If  he  hath  no  other  end 
in  view,  than  the  gratification  of  a vain  af- 
piring  fpirit,  the  humble  diffidence  of  the 
unlettered  peafant  is  more  deferving  of  our 
praife. 

Let  not  then  the  light  of  fcience  ffiine  in- 
ward only  on  thyfelf.  Let  it  irradiate  thy 
neighbour  s footfteps  with  its  friendly  beam: 
let  it  light-  him  on  his  dark  and  dangerous 
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way  through  the  wildernefs  of  human  life. 
The  ray  of  knowledge,  which  thus  informs 
his  mind,  fhall  by  ftrong  reflection  more 
powerfully  illuminate  thine  own. 

Repine  not,  though  thy  humbler  Ration 
circumfcribe  thy  powers  of  being  ufeful, 
within  a narrower  fphere.  . No  man  liveth 
to  himfelf  j the  labours  of  the  lowlielt  of 
the  fons  of  men  are  neceflary  to  the  well  be- 
ing of  the  whole.  Confecrate  them,  by  an 
upright  intention,  to  the  general  good  ; they 
fhall  be  remembered  to  thy  praife.  True 
merit  (hall  not  hereafter  be  difregarded, 
though  now  it  may  lie  concealed  in  the  ob- 
fcurer  walks  of  private  life.  The  impartial 
hour  of  future  retribution  fhall  call  forth 
the  friend  of  man,  whatever  may  have  been 
his' Ration  here  below,  to  fubdantial  happi- 
nefs ; and  place  an  unfading  crown  of  glory 
on  his  brow. 

Nor  will  that  facred  ardor,  which  glows 
within  the  patriot’s  bread:,  be  unknown  to 
the  profeflor  of  the  gofpel.  With  confci-  . 
ous  dignity  of  mind,  refulting  from  a fenfe 
of  high  defert,  he  treads  the  path  of  public 

• virtue. 
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virtue,  with  determined  refolution : or  if, 
like  the  amiable  founder  of  our  religion,  he 
diffolves  in  tears  at  the  profpect  of  the  im- 
pending defolation  of  his  country,  yet, 
aftifted  by  the  power  of  faith,  he  directs  his 
view  to  thofe  improved  forms  of  civil  polity 
which  future  ages  dr  all  difclofe  in  happier 
climes  and,  enraptured  with  the  glorious 
profped’,  enjoys  a fource  of  fatisfadlion, 
which  the  fceptred  king  may  envy, — which 
the  felfifh  cannot  feel. 

Reftrain  the  refentmcnt  arifing  from  the 
injuries  of  unreafonabie  men.  Thy  adver- 
fary  fhall  praife  thy  mild  forbearance  ; and 
thy  forgivenefs  of  a brother’s  trefpafs  be  re- 
quited by  the  more  important  pardon  of  thy 
own  offences  againft  the  tremendous  ma- 
jefty  of  heaven. 

But  moft  of  all,  be  actively  benevolent ; 
glory  not  in  the  ferocity  of  thy  nature,  nor 
Reel  it  againft  the  foft  fenfations  of  pity  and 
companion.  Better  for  thyfelf,  as  well  as 
others,  that  thy  heart  fhould  overflow  with 
the  milk  of  human  kindnefs ; better  that 
thou  fhouldeft  melt  at  every  tale  of  woe, 
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than  poffefs  that  unfeeling  temper,  which 
forbids  thee  to  rejoice,  when  thou  heareft 
the  voice  of  gladnefs ; or  withholds  thy 
tears,  amidll  the  diftrefles  of  a creature  of 
like  paffions  with  thyfelf. 

The  neceflities  of  our  brethren  are  fo  nu- 
merous, and  the  advantages,  which  the 
meaneft  of  us  enjoy,  may  be  rendered  fo 
effectually  fubfervient  to  the  removal  of  their 
forrows,  that  every  one,  who  poffeffes  the 
will,  may  find  the  power  to  praCtife  this  no- 
bleft  virtue, — this  mofleffentialdutyof  man- 
kind. 

The  various  aCtions  and  purfuits  of 
mortal  men,  difcordant  as  they  may  feem 
to  the  incurious  mind,  are  directed  by 
the  hand  of  providence  to  the  genera 

In  the  imitation,  therefore,  of  this  conduCt 
of  the  almighty  will  confift  the  height  of 
human  -happinefs ; as  furely,  as  happinefs 
may  be  expected  to  become  our  portion, 
when  our  hearts  are  found  confenting  with 
his  will. 

The  relations  of  life  indeed  are  numerous, 

but 
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but  the  common  bond  is  one  : that  bond  is 
focial  love. 

On  earth,  this  joins  the  hearts  of  the  mar- 
ried pair  in  fofteft  fympathy  of  affections ; 
unites  the  matter  to  his  fervant,  the  parent 
to  his  child. 

In  heaven,  it  forms  that  facred  bond, 
which  (hall  hereafter  join  the  angel  and 
archangel,  in  bleffed  communion  with  the 
redeemed  of  the  Lord. 

Renounce,  therefore,  O chriftian,  what- 
ever be  thy  rank  or  flation,  all  attachment 
to  thofe  unworthy  pleafures,  to  thofe  un- 
worthy cares,  which  would  allure  thee  from 
a confcientious  difcharge  of  the  functions  of 
thy  proper  calling ; and  be  dudious  to  em- 
ploy each  important  hour,  in  the  exercife  of 
thofe  generous,  thofe  manly  virtues,  which 
are  at  once  thy  duty  and  thy  great  reward. 

The  dreams  of  difintereded  benevolence, 
poured  forth  on  all  around  thee,  fhall  fwell 
at  length  the  tide  of  private  happinefs.  And 
the  bread,  which  thou  haft  cafl  on  many 
waters,  fhall,  at  the  appointed  time,  with 
vad  increafe  return  to  thee  again. 
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Now  to  the  King  eternal,  immortal, 
invisible,  the  only  wife  God,  be  honour, 
and  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


PROVERBS 
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II.  * 

PROVERBS  III.  17. 

« HER  WAYS  ARE  WAYS  OF  PLEASANT- 
NESS, AND  ALL  HER  PATHS  ARE 
PEACE.” 

It  is  a common  obfervation,  that  happi- 
nefs,  though  in  fad  obtained  by  few,  is 
with  ardor  deiired  by  us  all.  The  ways  of 
pleafantnefs,  the  paths  of  peace,  are  ways 
and  paths  in  which  we  would  all  mod:  wil- 
lingly proceed  ; yet  fatal  ignorance,  yet  mif- 
guiding  paffions,  frequently  feduce  us  from 
them,  and  caufe  us  to  tread  with  pain  the 
avenues  which  lead  to  the  abodes  of  forrow, 
anguilh,  and  defpair.  To  what  caufe  are 
Wre  to  impute  this  general  failure  in  the 
grand  purfuit  of  human  kind  ? Whence  is 
it,  that,  in  every  fubordinate  art,  the  labours 
of  men  are  crowned  with  fuccefs,  while  they 
deplore  with  lighs  a conftant  difappoint- 

ment 
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ment  in  the  molt  important  art  of  all,  the 
art  of  attaining  to  an  happy  life  ? 

The  hulbandman  fhall  break  the  clod,  and 
harrow  in  the  feed  with  fkill  \ and  ripening 
funs  fhall  fpread  the  golden  harvefl  to  his 
view  : art  fhall  lend  her  aid,  and  mould 
the  fruits  of  that  harvefl  into  bread  : and  the 
end  of  all  his  toil,  and  of  all  his  fkill  fhall 
be,  that  he  fhall  eat  that  bread  with  difcon- 
tent  and  forrow.  That  care  and  diligence 
with  which  he  feeks  to  fill  his  barns  with 
plenty,  fhall  themfelves  become  the  fources 
of  his  difquietude  : the  anxieties  of  an  ava- 
ricious fpirit,  fhall  embitter  his  declining 
years,  and  forbid  him  to  enjoy  in  age,  that 
affluence  and  eafe,  for  which  he  toiled  fo 
afiiduouhy  in  youth.  Envy  fhall  point  at  the 
fpacious,  at  the  fertile  fields  of  his  more 
fuccefsful  neighbour  ; and,  flung  with  vex- 
ation at  the  profpedl,  he  fhall  pine  in  fecret, 
when  he  beholds  the  habitation  of  another 
the  feat  of  greater  plenty ; although,  at  the 
fame  time,  heaven,  with  unfparing  hand, 
pours  forth  fome  of  its  choicefl  bleffmgs 
upon  his  own. 

Nor  is  it  only  with  refpedt  to  the  fruits 
of  the  earth  that  we  have  occafion  to  mourn 

the 
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the  fad  event  of  all  our  labours.  Let  us 
call  our  eyes  on  thofe  who  go  down  to  the 
fea  in  {hips,  and  occupy  their  bufinefs  in 
great  waters.  Succefs  {hall  attend  upon  every 
exertion  of  their  {kill  : the  wealth  of  either 
India  {hall  invite  them  to  its  fhores  ; the 
winds,  obedient  to  their  call,  fhall  fill  their 
fails ; they  {hall  go,  and  fhall  return  in 
fafety ; and  affluence,  beyond  their  utmoff 
expectation,  fhall  feem  to  reward  their  toils  ; 
yet  clouds  and  darknefs,  ftorms  and  tem- 
peffs,  fhall  await  them  at  the  furtheft  bounds 
of  this  delightful  profpeCt.  That  happy 
{kill  which  was  fufficient  to  lead  them  amidff 
furrounding  fands  and  {hoals  to  every  port, 
at  laff  {hall  fail  them  : and  even  thefe  fhall 
own,  that  the  utmoff  efforts  of  their  art 
have  proved  infufficient  to  conducff  them  to 
the  haven  of  happinefs,  that  haven  where 
we  all  would  be. 

If,  to  avoid  the  fhame  of  a mifdire&ed 
purfuit,  and  the  regret  of  unavailing  labour, 
we  apply  for  counfel  to  the  moraliff,  or  the 
preacher ; they  too  fhall  feem  to  be  in  league 
againft  us,  and  to  confpire  in  mocking  our 
inquiries  in  the  learch  after  earthly  happi- 
nefs. The  moraliff,  even  he  in  whofe 


we 


( 3°  ) 

niaxims  we  might  expedt  to  hear  the  boaft 
of  human  wifdom,  and  in  whofe  condudt 
we  might  expedt  to  fee  the  perfedtion  of 
human  virtue,  even  he  {hall  tell  us,  that  a 
hern  infenfibility  to  every  objedt  of  our  de- 
fires, is  the  only  expedient  that  can  enfure 
our  peace.  And  the  preacher,*  even  he 
whom  we  have  heard,  but  now  pronounc- 
ing fo  complete  a panegyric  on  the  blef- 
lings  of  a religious  life,  even  he  fhall  main- 
tain, that  there  is  no  profit  beneath  the  fun, 
that  wifdom,  riches,  and  honours,  are  alike 
vanity,  and  that  vexation  of  fpirit  is  the 
common  attendant  on  them  all.  *f* 

How  are  we  to  reconcile  declarations  of 
the  philofopher  fo  repugnant  to  our  feel- 
ings, or  account  for  the  language  of  Solo- 
mon, fo  exprefiive  of  difcontent ; fo  con- 
trary to  thofe  fentiments  of  gratitude  to  the 
almighty,  which,  from  the  general  tenor  of 
his  religious  inftrudtions,  we  had  reafon  to 
expedl  ? Shall  we  demonfirate  to  the  ftoic 
the  abfurdity  of  his  maxim,  and  {how  him 
the  unreafonablenefs  of  fuppofing  that,  while 
the  happinefs  of  all  other  creatures  confifis 
in  the  indulgence  and  gratification  of  their 

feveral 
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feveral  inftinfts,  the  felicity  of  man  Ihould 
be  found  in  a perpetual  oppolition  to  the 
didates  of  his  nature  ? Shall  we,  in  reply  to 
Solomon,  alfert,  that  a language  which  would 
perfuade  us  totally  to  difregard  the  goods  of 
this  life,  muft  at  the  fame  time  call;  a gloom 
over  the  mind,  and  damp  that  fpirit,  which 
is  neceffary  to  our  exertions,  in  the  more 
adive  fcenes  of  piety  and  virtue  ? Shall  we 
expoftulate  with  him  on  his  apparent  in- 
confiftency  ? Shall  we  inquire  of  him  at 
what  period  of  his  life  he  adopted  fo  dif- 
couraging  a fy{ tem  ? While  he  was  yet  young 
he  prayed  for  wifdom,  and  God  gave  him 
an  underdanding  heart.  When  was  it  that 
he  difcovered  fuch  a gift  to  be  of  no  efti- 
mation  ? Was  it  when  it  enabled  him  to  dis- 
cern judgment,  to  defeat  the  unnatural  pre- 
tenfions  of  a falfe  claimant,  and  to  reftore 
peace  and  comfort  to  the  bofom  of  an  ago- 
nizing mother  ? Or,  when  he  grew  old, 
took  unto  himfelf  ftrange  women,  and  dif- 
fered them  to  tu^n  his  heart  after  other 
gods.  When  he  had  given  himfelf  not  only 
to  know  wifdom,  but  madnefs  andfollyalfo.* 
When  he  had  difobeyed  his  own  precepts, 

had 
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had  finned  againft  knowledge,  and  wronged 
his  own  foul  well  might  he  be  induced 
to  fay,  that  in  much  wifdom  is  much  grief ; 
and  he  “ that  increafeth  knowledge  in- 
creafeth  forrow.”L 

Becaufe  he  had  prayed  for  an  underftand- 
ing  heart,  God  gave  him  alfo  riches  and 
honour.  J When  was  it  he  found  reafon  to 
be  dilfatisfied  with  his  abundance  ? Was  it 
while  he  was  employing  it  in  building  a 
temple  to  the  Lord  Jehovah,  or,  when  he 
was  railing  high  places  to  the  idols  of  Moab 
and  of  Ammon  ? 

When  Solomon  had  difregarded  the  coun- 
fel  of  wifdom ; when  he  had  abufed  the 
gifts  of  riches  and  honour,  then  did  they 
turn  to  his  difquiet ; then  did  they  appear 
to  be  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit.  Yet  God, 
the  giver  of  all,  rejoiceth  in  the  happinefs  of 
man,  and,  to  an  attentive  reader,  the  hillory 
of  Solomon,  and  the  caufes  of  his  difcontent, 
will  afford  a lelfon  no  lefs  inftrudive,  than 
the  wifdom  of  his  maxims,  or  the  piety  oi 
his  religious  exhortations. 

If 

* Provi  viii.  36.  f Ecclef.  i.  i3. 

£ 1 Kings  iii.  9 — 13. 


( 33  ) 

If  then  we  make  a candid  appeal  1 0 the 
nature  and  condition  of  our  being,  I.  trufl, 
it  will  appear,  that  life  is  not  that  rugged 
and  barren  wildernefs,  in  which  we  meet 
only  with  thorns  to  torment,  and  ma£es  to 
bewilder  ; but  that  the  path  is  open,  and  a 
guide  ready,  to  whofe  directions  we  may 
lecurely  tmft ; and  without  renouncing  one 
folid  fatisfa&ion,  without  declining  one 
honourable,  and  interefting  purfuit,  maybe 
enabled  to  acknowledge  at  the  clofe  of  our 
journey,  that  the  ways  in  which  (Ire  has  led 
us,  have  been  ways  ofpleafantnefs,  and  that 
all  her  paths  have  been  the  paths  of  peace  ? 

We  feek,  and  obtain  not,  becaufe  we  feek 
amifs : we  miftake  too  frequently  the  means 
for  the  end ; we  attach  ourfelves  to  the  goods 
of  life  as  our  final  objedt,  when  they  fhould 
be  ufed  only  as  means  to  facilitate  our  im- 
provement in  piety  and  benevolence.  If 
we  form  a falfe  eflimate  of  that  happinefs 
which  our  maker  defigned  for  us ; if  we 
look  for  it  in  circumftances  and  fituations, 
where  it  would  be  to  the  difhonour  of  God 
for  true  enjoyment,  for  lafting  happinefs 
to  be  found ; well  may  we  have  reafon  to 
II*  D lament. 
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lament,  that  our  wifhes  have  been  fuccefs- 
lefs,  and  our  labour  vain. 

In  the  remaining  part  of  this  difcourfe, 
therefore,  I will  endeavour,  firft,  to  de- 
fcribe  the  nature  of  that  religion  which  the 
almighty,  in  his  mercy,  intended  to  be  the 
guide  of  man : and,  fecondly,  to  point 
out  fome  of  the  m-oft  beneficial  effects  of 
this  gift  of  God  upon  every  fcene  of  focial 
life. 

Religion  is  commonly  divided  by  us  chrif- 
tians,  into  the  religion  of  reafon,  and  the 
religion  of  the  gofpel : but  they  are  equally 
the  voice  of  God,  and  evidences  of  his  good 
will  to  man. 

By  the  affiftance  of  our  natural  powers, 
we  may  trace  out  that  goodnefs  and  loving 
kindnefs  of  the  almighty  king,  which  beam 
forth  with  a brighter  luftre  to  a rational 
mind,  than  even  that  power  and  majefiy 
which  furround  his  eternal  throne.  From 
hence  arife  thofe  pious  affedlions  of  gratitude 
and  love,  and  that  upright  condudt  v/hich 
our  reafon  informs  us,  muft  necefiarily  be 
the  duty  of  man ; ihis  is  true  religion,  the 
religion  of  the  heart. 
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The  religion  of  the  gofpel  confirms  thole 
truths  which  our  natural  powers  enable  us 
to  perceive, — affords  us  additional  motives 
for  our  pious  affedions,  and  for  our  reli- 
gious performance  of  thofe  duties,  which 

c 

had  been  fuggefted  by  reafon,  that  noblefl 
faculty  of  the  human  mind. 

The  religion  of  reafon,  therefore,  I would 
define  to  be  true  religion,  unaflifted  by  any 
extraordinary  revelation,  more  particularly 
as  not  partaking  of  the  benefits  arifing  from 
that  fuperior  light,  and  important  informa- 
tion, which  the  almighty  hath  afforded  us 
in  the  gofpel  of  his  fon. 

The  religion  of  reafon,  firfl,  calls  upon 
us  to  look  round  upon  the  face  of  that  earth, 
which  is  our  prefent  habitation  ; fhe  points 
to  the  wonderful  care  of  nature,  in  the 
foimation  of  eveiy  plant  and  flower  which 
diverfifies  its  furface  ; fire  fuggefts  to  us  the 
contemplation  of  the  ftill  more  numerous 
ufes  for  which  each  plant  and  flower  fprings 
up,  and  withers,  and  decays ; how  each 
contributes  to  the  being  and  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  innumerable  fpecies  of  living 
creatures,  with  which  every  element  is 
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filled ; how  each,  and  all,  conduce  to  the 
fatisfadlion  of  nature’s  faireft  produce,  the 
rational  mind  : and,  finally,  leads  us  to  con- 
clude, that  thefe  infinitely  varied  objedts  of 
fight,  offmell,  of  touch,  are  not  the  effedts  of 
wayward  chance,  but  owe  their  origin  to  one, 
almighty,  ever-living  God,  who  firft  formed 
them  from  nothing  by  his  creative  voice, 
and  now  fupports  them  in  exigence  by  the 
word  of  his  power;  that,  though  numerous 
as  the  fands  of  the  fhore,  they  are  all  the 
produce  of  one  mighty  being,  of  one  ever- 
lafting  parent  of  all  good. 

The  religion  of  reafon  alfo  calls  upon  us 
to  obferve  the  methods  of  God’s  providence, 
the  nature  of  that  adminiftration  with  which 
he  rules  among  the  fons  of  men.  And  here, 
when  we  behold  that  “ the  race  is  not  always 
to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  ftrong;’' 
that  the  wicked  are  often  profperous  in  their 
wickednefs,  while  the  virtuous  mourn  be- 
neath the  weight  of  their  afflidtion,  the  care- 
lefs  obferver  is  but  too  ready  to  conclude, 
that  one  event  will  happen  to  all  ; and  that 

wifdom  in  the  formation  of  a plan,  or  firm- 
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jiefs  in  the  execution,  is  in  vain  fought  for 
in  the  counfels  of  heaven. 

Vain,  inconfiderate  obje&or ! reflect  a 
moment  on  the  nature  of  virtue,  on  the 
nature  of  man.  To  generate  thofe  difpo- 
fitions,  to  call  forth  thofe  powers  with 
which,  by  nature’s  wifeft,  mod  indiffo- 
luble  law,  true  happinefs  can  only  be  com- 
bined, is-  the  greateft  effort  of  goodnefs, 
the  nobleft  fcheme  of  wifdom.  Were  un- 
interrupted enjoyment  connected  with  every 
object  of  fenfe,  where  then  fhould  we  find 
that  enduring  patience,  that  meek  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  will  of  heaven  which  fubdues 
thofe  fiercer  paffions  of  our  frame,  from 
whence  difordcr  and  mifery  would  arife  in 
the  bofom  even  of  paradife  itfelf  ? Where 
then  would  be  our  field  for  the  exertion  of 
humanity  in  the  diflreffes  of  our  neighbour  ? 
It  is  the  fenfe  of  our  mutual  weaknefs  which 
powerfully  contributes  to  endear  us  to  each 
other;  were  there  no  troubles,  therefore,  in 
this  mortal  courfe,  where  would  be  the  joys 
of  friendfhip  ; thofe  facred  joys  which  bind 
together  the  hearts  of  men  in  confidence  and 
focial  love. 
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w Ey  the  evils  of  humanity  we  are  indeed 
didreffed  : to  be  without  thofe  evils,  before 
the  virtues  are  implanted,  would  didrefs  us 
more.  Pride  and  envy,  and  that  greated  of 
all  misfortunes,  an  unfeeling  heart,  would 
be  the  natural  produce  of  a date  from  whence 
every  kind  of  differing,  which  we  call  evil, 
was  excluded.  If  it  be  true,  as  unquedion- 
ably  it  is,  that  the  focial  feelings  render  us 
fufceptible  of  the  fublimeft  pleafures,  it  is 
the  goodnefs,  not  the  vengeance  of  the  al- 
mighty, which  has  placed  us  during  this 
dawn  of  our  exidence,  in  a date  which 
affords  the  mod  likely  means  for  their  pro- 
duction and  happy  growth.  If  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  human  mind  confid  in  action  ; 
thanks  to  that  indulgent  heaven  which  has 
made  it  neceffary  for  man  to  labour,  before 
he  can  obtain  the  means  of  his  fubfidence  ! 
If  focial  joys  be  indeed  defirable,  as  mod 
defirable  they  are ; praifed  be  that  wifdom 
which,  in  our  fird  formation,  faw  “ it  was 
not  good  for  man  to  be  alone”  ! If  the  per- 
forming and  receiving  offices  of  mutual  kind- 
nefs  be  one  of  the  fweeted,  one  of  the  no- 
bled  fources  of  our  fatisfadion ; glorified  be 
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that  gocdnefs  which  mutually  fubjedled  my 
neighbour  and  myfelfto  diftrefsand  trouble, 
as,  by  thefe  means,  in  our  turn,  we  feel  the 
pleafure  of  receiving  benefits,  and  tne  frill 
greater  pleafure  of  conferring  them  ! If,  as 
we  are  taught  by  the  voice  of  reafon,  the 
future  date,  the  heaven  of  man,  will  be  a 
Hate  wherein,  unmolefted  by  pain  and  trouble, 
we  are  to  derive  our  happinefs  from  the 
virtues  here  implanted  in  our  hearts ; let 
us  acknowledge  and  venerate  the  fitnefs  of 
that  difpenfation,  which,  for  a time,  or- 
dains us  to  bear  our  own,  and  each  other  s 
burthens  in  this  mixed  mortal  fcene,  in  or- 
der to  render  us  capable  of  enjoying  our 
own,  and  each  others  happinefs,  in  a ftate 
which  is  immortal,  and  where  pain  fhall  be 
no  more. 

The  religion  of  reafon,  laftly,  calls  upon 
us,  from  the  knowledge  of  our  maker, 
from  the  knowledge  of  his  providence,  to 
deduce  the  ftill  more  important  knowledge 
of  our  duty.  And  here  alfo,  if  the  vehe- 
mence of  paftion  would  permit  to  us  the 
free  and  unmolefted  exercife  of  our  reafon, 
the  voice  of  religion  might  be  plainly  heard  : 
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like  a trumpet’s  found,  it  would  go  forth  to 
every  nation  under  heaven,  and,  amidft  the 
almoft  infinite  variety  of  human  laws  and' 
cuftoms,  would  uniformly  lpeak  the  fame 
language  unto  all, — it  would  inform  us,  that 
we  are  all  the  children  of  one  common  fa- 
ther. W e fhall,  therefore,  all  perform  our 
duty,  and,  in  confequence,  fhall  all  be  hap- 
py, if  we  do  our  father’s  will.  Nor  hath  he 
left  himfelf  in  this  inftance  without  witnefs  ; 
nor  involved  in  myfterious  doubts  and  uncer- 
tainty the  nature  of  thofe  actions  which  he 
wills  us  to  perform.  He  hathfet  us  an  ex- 
ample in  that  goodnefs  which  caufeth  the 
fun  to  rife,  which  fendeth  us  rain  and  fruit- 
ful feafons,  and  which  filleth  our  hearts  with 
joy  and  gladnefs.  If  then  the  author  of 
all  being,  the  fountain  of  all  blifs,  per- 
petually exert  his  power  in  the  production 
of  good,  we  may  reft  affured,  that  it  is  our 
duty,  according  to  our  feveral  capacities,  to 
imitate  the  God  of  nature,  and  to  do  like- 
wife.  The  great  end  of  true  religion  is  to 
purify  human  nature,  and  to  affimilate  it  to 
the  divine.  If,  as  we  grow  in  wifdom, 
we  improve  in  virtue  -}  if,  as  riches  in- 
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creafe,  our  gratitude  to  God  become  more 
fervent,  and  our  beneficence  to  our  neigh- 
bour more  extenfive  ; if  the  means  of  focial 
intercourfe  humanize  our  hearts,  and  meli- 
orate our  affections ; if,  in  our  refpeCtive 
fpheres  of  aCtion,  we  fincerely  endeavour  to 
co-operate  with  the  almighty  in  his  darling 
works  of  mercy  and  of  love  ; we  may  be- 
confident  that,  in  due  time,  we  fhall  be 
partakers  of  his  joy.  To  acquire,  there- 
fore, the  poffefiion  of  fuch  a principle  as 
teaches  us  to  look  upon  all  men,  however 
diftingui  filed  by  climate,  language,  feCt,  or 
party,  as  the  children  of  one  indulgent 
parent,  and  induces  us,  in  every  word  and 
adtion,  to  regard  their  interefts  with  a 
brother’s  love,  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of 
all  human  duty.  Do  this  and  thou  fhalt 
live.  Ceafe  then,  O philofopher  ! from  thy 
laborious  fearch  ; the  greatefi:  good  of  man, 
is  found ; he  no  longer  fhall  complain  of 
perpetual  difappointment,  for  moft  affuredly 
the  man,  whofe  primary  aim  and  conftant 
endeavour  is  to  make  others  happy,  fhall 
himfelf  be  happy. 
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“ But  when,  and  where  fihall  he  be 
happy  ?”  the  voice  of  doubt  again  exclaims. 
({  Do  we  not  fee  him  growing  up  like  a 
flower,  and,  like  a flower  withering  beneath 
the  blafl:  of  heaven,  gradually  decay  ; until, 
at  length,  with  an  intire  privation  of  thought 
and  confcioufnefs,  he  drops  into  the  tomb? 
Where  then  is  the  boaft  of  reafon,  the  ex- 
pected reward  of  doing  well,  the  continual 
feaft  of  confcience,  the  everlafling  fruits  of 
virtue  ?” 

In  a word,  we  anfwer.  “ Reafon  leads  us, 
from  the  knowledge  of  our  creator,  tq  hope 
for  an  hereafter;  but  the  gofpel  confirms  that 
hope  beyond  the  poflibility  of  difappointment. 
The  evidence  of  a man,  who  was  himfelf 
raifed  from  the  dead,  in  proof  of  a doCtrine  . 
whofe  primary  aim  is  to  allure  us  of  our  re- 
furreCtion,  is  inconteftible,  and  carries  with 
it  irrefiflible  perfuafion  to  every  attentive 
mind.  The  moral  perfections  of  the  foul, 
the  virtues  of  the  rational  mind,  touched 
by  the  rude  hand  of  death,  may  perhaps,  like 
the  flower  of  the  evening,  clofe  for  a time 
their  yet  imperfeCt  forms ; but  the  gloomy 
night,  and  darknefs  of  the  grave  fhall 
quickly  pafs,  the  morning  of  the  refur- 
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region  fliall  arrive  ; they  (hall  then  expand 
their  fragrant  blofloms  beneath  the  influence 
of  brighter  funs,  and  flourifhin  the  pofleflion. 
of  an  eternal  day.” 

Such  appears  to  be  the  religion  of  nature, 
and  the  gofpel.  We  will  now  proceed,  as 
we  propofed  at  Aril,  to  trace  its  beneficial 
effeds  upon  every  fcene  of  focial  life. 

Religion,  confiding  in  the  proper  culture 
of  the  affedions  of  the  mind,  refpeding  God 
and  man,  muff,  by  its  very  nature,  be  ef- 
fential  to  that  happinefs,  which  God,  the 
maker  of  man,  hath  intended  for  his  creatures. 

He  it  is  who  hath  placed  us  in  the  feveral 

$ 

relations  of  father,  brother,  friend.  The 
pleafures  which  fpring  from  the  performance 
of  the  correfpondent  duties,  are  ordained  by 
him,  from  whom  every  capacity  of  happi- 
nefs is  derived.  A perpetual  attention, 
therefore,  to  the  almighty’s  will ; a fettled 
determination  in  our  fouls  to  refign  our  ways 
to  his  all-direding  providence,  muft  be 
moft  likely  to  produce  the  fruits  of  peace 
on  earth  ; mod:  likely  to  infpire  us  with 
good-will  towards  men. 

The  fad:  is  anfwerable  to  what  reafon 
would  lead  us  to  exped.  Look  round  upon 
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the  world,  and  you  will  always  find,  that 
he  whole  foul  is  thoroughly  informed  with 
the  principle  of  manly  piety,  is  juft  and 
honourable  in  all  his  adtions ; that  he  will 
beft  peform  the  duty  of  a father  to  his  chil- 
dren, whofe  heart  is  penetrated  with  a due 
fenfe  of  his  own  dependence  on  his  father 
who  is  in  heaven,' — who,  confcious  of  the 
blefiings  every  moment  conferred  upon  him- 
felf,  will  feek  to  communicate  the  means 
of  happinefs  to  thofe,  who  are  formed  by 
the  almighty  to  be,  for  a~  time,  dependent 
on  his  bounty. 

It  is  a confideration  of  a fimilar  kind  which 
expands  our  affections  beyond  the  limits 
of  domeftic  duty,  when,  confcious  of  our 
obligations  to  that  community  from  which 
we  receive,  as  members,  the  fruits  of  a pa- 
rental love,  we  regard  that  community  with 
a filial  reverence.  In  vain  fihall  we  expedt 
to  meet  with  an  heart  truly  animated  with 
zeal  for  its  country’s  caufe,  in  a breaft  which 
is  deftitute  of  piety  to  God.  Let  hiftory  un- 
fold her  inftrudtive  page ; her  records  will 
eftabliffi  the  truth  of  this  great,  this  impor- 
tant maxim, — that  there  is  no  reliance  upon 
that  fteady  perfevering  virtue  which  true 
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patriotifm  requires,  where  the  principles  of 
religion  and  of  public  fpirit  are  not  infepa- 
rably  united. 

The  defire  of  being  ferviceable  to  our 
country  is  indeed  the  mod  exalted  paffion. 
that  can  animate  the  bofom  of  a citizen* 
And  although  few  are  called  to  fit  in  the 
great  affembly  of  the  nation,  or  to  diredt 
thofe  counfels  upon  which  the  interefis  of 
the  public  more  immediately  depend  j yet 
every  man,  however  humble  his  ftation, 
may  find  opportunities  of  fh owing  his  filial 
affedtion,  and  public  fpirit : every  man  may 
prove  himfelf  worthy,  in  thefe  refpedts,  to  be 
efieemed  a valuable  member  of  the  commu- 
nity, by  uniting  with  the  exercife  of  his 
private  duties,  thofe  inftances  of  felf-denial, 
fidelity,  and  affedtionate  exertion,  which  are 
the  effedt  of  that  pure  and  tranfporting  fen- 
timent,  the  love  of  our  country. 

But  it  is  chiefly  in  the  more  private  walks 
of  focial  life  that  we  are  to  look  for  the 
more  confiant  operation  of  the  religious 
principle.  There,  every  day  and  every  hour 
prefents  us  with  occafions  to  interefl  the 
humanity  of  others,  and  opportunities  to 
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exercife  our  own.  When  outward  troubles 
are  ready  to  overwhelm  us  ; when  adverfity 
approaches  j when  we  look  round,  and 
tremble  left  a friend  be  no  where  found ; 
from  whom  are  we  moft  likely  to  meet  with 
fuccour  and  fupport  ? In  fuch  diftrefs,  we 
do  not  flee  to  him  whofe  foul,  attached  to 
fordid  cares,  in  every  thought  regarding  felf 
alone,  acknowledges  no  other  fountain  of 
his  blifs,  no  other  partner  of  his  joy:  in 
fuch  diftrefs,  we  do  not  flee  to  him  whofe 
heart,  devoted  to  the  blandifhments  of  plea- 
fure,  is  equally  a ftranger  to  the  focial  feel-, 
ings ; but  to  him  who,  in  whatever  degree 
he  enjoys  the  bleflings  of  heaven,  confiders 
himfelf  as  the  difpenfer  of  them  to  his 
brethren  ; who,  knowing,  and  with  grate- 
ful heart  acknowledging,  that  he  hath 
nothing  which  he  hath  not  received,  fhews 
his  dependence  upon  the  almighty  giver  of 
all  good  by  imitating  his  bounty,  and  evi- 
dences his  gratitude  to  his  heavenly  father, 
by  making  happy  thofe  who  are  created  in 
that  father’s  likenefs. 

Let  us  reprefent  to  ourfelves  a fcene,  for 
many  fuch  there  are,  where  poverty  and 
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pain,  and  fad  difeafe,  combine  their  utmoft 
force  to  fink  the  fufferer  in  all  the  depths  of 
woe ; let  us  further  add  the  undeferved  lofs 
of  reputation  ; and,  to  complete  the  horrors 
of  his  date,  let  us  fuppofe  the  fubjedt  of  our 
contemplation  has  a fpirit  which  can  feel 
that  lofs.  To  the  aftonifliment  of  the  be- 
holders, he  fiiall  fupport  himfelf  in  the  midfi: 
of  this  complicated  diftrefs ; na y,  he  fiiall 
rife  nobly  fuperior  to  all  thefe  evils : but 
whence  ? His  eye  is  fixed  upon  that  crown 
of  glory  which  religion  appears  to  hold  out 
to  him  from  the  ikies ; his  thoughts  are  in- 
tent upon  the  recompenfe  of  reward,  being 
ftedfafi:  in  the  perfuafion,  <c  that  neither 
death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principali- 
ties, nor  powers,  nor  height,  nor  depth, 
nor  any  other  creature,  fiiall  be  able  to 
feparate  him  from  the  love  of  God  in 
Chrift.”* 

Nor  can  we  be  infenfible  of  the  confola- 
tions  of  religion  in  the  diftrefsful  fituation 
of  an  heart  wounded  with  the  lofs  of  dear 
andjuftly  valued  friends.  In  vain  wefeek  the 
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fcenes  of  folitude.  and  retirement ; it  is  in 
the  fcenes  of  folitude  and  retirement,  that 
we  recoiled:  thofe  graceful  adions,  that 
pleafing  converfe,  the  lofs  of  which  we  then 
the  mod:  deplore  : thus  refledion  adds  to 
the  forrow  of  our  date.  Vain  alfo  the 
attempt,  by  plunging  in  bufinefs  or  diffipa- 
tion,  to  fhake  off  the  opprefhve  load  which 
bows  our  foul.  Religion  here  appears  the 
foie  refource ; fhe  gently  pours  her  lenient 
balm  into  the  afRided  bofom  ; fhe  points  to 
the  radiant  fphere  of  heaven,  to  the  future 
habitation  of  the  bleffed,  to  a date  where 
every  focial  fatisfadion  which  our  connedion 
with  this  world  hath  afforded,  fhall  be  re- 
dored,  with  the  addition  of  others  without 
meafure,  and  over  which,  deftroying  time 
fhall  in  vain  exert  its  power. 

One  feene  yet  remains  to  be  deferibed  ; 
the  favourite  feene  of  virtue,  the  feene  of 
death.  When  the  man,  fupported  by  the 
recolledion  of  many  glorious  and  fuccefsful 
combats  in  the  caufe  of  virtue,  looks  upon 
the  forrows  of  furrounding  friends,  with 
pity  and  compaffion, — upon  the  pangs  of  na- 
ture in  his  diffolution,  without  a figh.  The 
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jfenfations  of  the  truly  religious  at  that  awful 
hour,  imagination  can  with  difficulty  paint  s 
they  are  fuch  as  we  in  vain  (hall  endeavour 
to  defcribe.  But  let  it  not  be  our  endeavour 
rightly  to  conceive,  let  it  not  be  our  endea- 
vour juftly  to  defcribe  thejoys  of  thevirtuous 
believer  at  his  departing  hour,  let  us  rather 
labour  that  we  may  deferve  to  feel  them. 

The  beneficial  efficacy  of  religion,  in 
controlling  that  felfifh  principle,  to  which 
all  the  diforders  of  human  life  are  to  be  re- 
ferred, is  fo  apparent,  that  the  worftof  men 
have  frequently  been  induced  to  affume  the 
appearance  of  it,  though  their  hearts  are 
Grangers  to  its  real  power  and  practice. 
Hypocrify,  therefore,  itfelf  bears  teftimony 
to  our  caufe  : it  fuppofes  that  there  is  fome- 
thing  in  the  form  and  compofition  of  true 
religion,  which  renders  it  advantageous,  and 
pleafing  to  man. 

The  importance  of  religion  to  dependent 
creatures  is  a truth  fo  firmly  founded,  that 
the  human  heart,  with  unbidden  venera- 
tion, bows  down  before  it.  From  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  its  importance,  grafted  on  a 
proud  or  timid  fpirit,  is  derived  the  ex- 
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iftence  of  thofe  horrid  forms  of  fuperftition 
and  enthufiafm  which,  by  turns,  have  pof- 
fefled,  and  laid  wafte  the  world. 

But  it  is  in  vain,  thou  faireft  gift  of  God  to 
man ! that  either  fuperftition  or  enthufiafm 
would  attempt  to  aftiime  thy  benignant  af- 
pedf,  and  ufurp  thy  peaceful  honours.  The 
baneful  influence  of  both,  on  every  fcene  of 
focial  life,  betrays  their  counterfeited  charms, 
and  points  them  out  to  the  difcerning  eye 
as  the  offspring  of  the  enemy  of  God  and 
man.  The  countenance  of  true  religion  is 
ever  placid  and  ferene  : her  hand  pours  forth 
the  choiceft  bleflings  of  the  almighty  ; her 
fecret  influence  infpires  our  fouls  with  pa- 
tience, faith,  and  holy  hope;  and,  to  fum 
up  all,  upon  her  graceful  brow,  fhe  wears 
this  everlafting  motto,  “ My  ways  are  ways 
of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  my  paths  are  peace.” 

Now  to  the  one,  almighty,  everlafting 
God,  be  afcribed  all  might,  power,  majefty, 
and  dominion,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord ! 
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III. 

PREACHED  BEFORE  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 
CAMBRIDGE,  MARCH  28,  1773.  AND  AT 
THE  VISITATION  OF  THE  ARCHDEA- 
CON OF  SUFFOLK,  SEPTEMBER  25,  THE 
SAME  YEAR. 


MATT.  V.  16. 

LET  YOUR  LIGHT  SO  SHINE  BEFORE 
MEN,  THAT  THEY  MAY  SEE  YOUR  GOOD 
WORKS,  AND  GLORIFY  YOUR  FATHER 
WHICH  IS  IN  HEAVEN.” 

The  only  expreffion  in  my  text,  which 
has  the  leaft  appearance  of  difficulty,  is  con- 
tained in  its  concluding  claufe.  We  may 
fee  and  acknowledge  the  propriety  of  a pre- 
cept, injoining  us  to  difplay  our  religious 
attainments,  and  our  moral  virtues  in  the 
fight  of  men ; but  yet  may  be  at  a lofs  to 
determine,  in  what  manner  our  heavenly  fa- 
ther will  be  glorified  by  fuch  a conduct. 
The  genuine  fenfe  of  this  pafiage  will, 
E 2 however. 
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however,  foon  difclofe  itfelf  upon  a proper 
attention  to  the  diferiminating  character  of 
the  chriftian  difpenfation,  and  a juft  compa- 
rifon  of  the  words  in  queftion  with  fimilar 
modes  of  fjpeech  in  holy  writ. 

The  expectations  of  a temporal  meffiah 
among  the  jews,  and  the  depraved  ftate  of 
mind  induced  into  the  gentile  world,  by 
the  cultivation  of  a falfe  philofophy,  had  fo 
far  blinded  the  underftandings,  and  de- 
bauched the  morals  of  that  race  of  men,  to 
whom  the  religion  of  the  gofpel  was  re- 
vealed, that  there  is  too  much  reafon  to  fup- 
pofe,  without  the  aid  of  prophetical  illu- 
mination, that  its  true  and  holy  dodrines 
would  be,  in  a manner,  univerfally  rejeded; 
and  its  preachers  expofed  to  every  form  of 
perfecution,  and  diftrefs. 

It  may  alfo  be  obferved  that  the  religion 
contained  in  this  laft  beft  gift  of  the  al- 
mighty,  was  altogether  of  an  heavenly 
temper.  A religion,  which,  though  fa- 
vourable to  principles  of  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence, yet  looked  with  equal  indifference 
upon  every  form  of  civil  power,  then  efta- 
blifhed  in  the  world ; a religion,  friendly 
indeed  to  every  inftitution  which  is  crdcu- 

la  d 


,(  53  ) 

Jated  to  promote  the  temporal  happinefs  of 
man  j but  primarily  intended  to  inform  the 
minds  of  individuals  with  thofe  pious  and 
benevolent  affe&ions,  which  prepare  us  for 
the  enjoyment  of  more  fubftantial  gratifica- 
tions in  a better  date. 

From  thefe  confederations,  we  may  eafily 
colledt  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the  creator, 
that  this  religion,  though,  at  firfi:,  it  was 
to  be  fupported  by  plain  and  evident  tokens 
of  the  divine  interpofition  in  its  favour, 
fliould  afterwards  extend  itfelf  by  the  innate 
force  of  its  own  intrinfic  excellence,  and 
by  the  full  difplay  of  thofe  moral  beauties, 
which,  however  countera&ed  in  their  ope- 
ration, for  a time,  by  oppofing  violence, 
and  other  obftru&ions  of  a temporary  na- 
ture, would  at  length  be  found  to  exert  an 
irrefiftible  influence  over  the  human  mind. 

It  feems,  therefore,  that  the  author  of  our 
religion,  in  this  place,  exhorts  his  followers 
to  endeavour  to  diffufe  the  knowledge  of  the 
gofpel,  and  to  extend  its  influence,  by  an 
experimental  difplay  of  its  reforming  power 
upon  themfelves.  A manly,  noble,  gene- 
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rous  method  of  proceeding ! which,  had  it 
been  ftritlly  conformed  to  in  every  fucceed- 
ing  generation,  would,  before  this  period, 
have  rendered  the  religion  of  the  gofpel,  the 
religion  of  the  world. 

This  expoiition  is  confirmed  by  the  par- 
ticular import  of  the  words,  when  com- 
pared with  fimilar  expreflions  in  the  facred 
writings. 

When  Jefus  exhorts  his  hearers  to  ac- 
knowledge the  juftice  of  his  claims  to  the 
character  of  a teacher  fent  from  God,  he 
aflures  them,  that  whofoever  had  feen  him, 
had  feen  the  father ; * that  whofoever  re- 
ceived him,  received  him  that  fent  him.'f’ 
From  which  pafiages,  as  well  as  many 
others  of  the  fame  kind,  we  may  with  cer- 
tainty infer,  that  the  feeing,  J the  receiving^ 

the 

* John  xiv.  9. 

f Matt.  x.  40. 

J “ If  I had  not  done  among  them  the  works  which 
none  other  man  did,  they  had  not  had  fin;  but  now 
they  have  both  feen,  and  hated  both  me  and  my  father.” 
John  xv.  24. 

§ “ Verily,  verily,  I fay  unto  you,  he  that  re- 
ceiveth  whomfoever  I fend,  receiveth  me : and  he  that 
receiveth  me,  receiveth  him  that  fent  me.”  John  xiii.  20. 


*• 


C 55  ) 

the  knowing,*  the  glorifying  -f*  of  the  fa- 
ther, in  fcripture-acceptation,  imply  the 
fame,  as  the  acknowledging  the  authority 
of  that  perfon  whom  the  father  fent : and 
here  denote  an  intire,  unreferved  alfent  to 
that  fyftem  of  religion,  which  he  was  com- 
miffioned  by  the  father  to  reveal. 

Among  the  various  fources  of  alfent,  there 
are  none  which  operate  fo  fuccefsfully  as 
thofe,  wherein  we  are  confcious  of  exerting 
the  voluntary  powers  of  the  mind.  Reli- 
gious principles  may  be  the  offspring  of 
terror  ; may  be  imprelfed  by  education  i but 
when  they  are  the  produce  of  ferious,  ear- 

E 4 neft 

* u Then  faid  they  unto  him,  where  is  thy  father? 
Jefus  anfwered,ye  neither  know  me,  nor  my  father  ; if  ye 
had  known  me,  ye  fliould  have  known  my  father  alfo. 
John  viii.  19. — “ If  ye  had  known  me,  ye  fhoxild  have 
known  my  father  alfo  : and  from  henceforth  ye  know 
him,  and  have  feen  him.”  John  xiv.  7. 

f “ And  there  came  a fear  on  all : and  they  glorified 
God,  faying,  that  a great  prophet  is  rifen  up  among 
us  ; and,  that  God  hath  vifited  his  people.”  Luke 
vii.  16.  — <c  Therefore  when  he  was  gone  out,  Jefus 
faid,  now  is  the  fon  of  man  glorified,  and  God  is  glori- 
fied in  him.  If  God  be  glorified  in  him,  God  fhall  alfo 
glorify  him  in  himfelf,  and  fhall  ftraightway  glorify 
hin».”  John  xiii.  31  and  32* 
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neft,  and  difpafTionate  attention,  they  always 
are  found  to  be  more  deeply  infixed  in  the 
recedes  of  the  foul,  and  to  exert  a more  ex- 
tensive influence  over  the  affections  of  the 
heart. 

It  is  the  defire  of  happinefs  which  calls 
forth  thefe  voluntary  powers,  and  animates 
us  to  invefligate  that  mode  of  aCtion  which 
is  moft  likely  to  be  conducive  to  our  intereft. 
And,  therefore,  if  upon  inquiry  it  Should 
appear  that  the  profeflion  of  a particular  re- 
ligion is  attended  in  the  perfon  who  acknow- 
ledges its  influence,  by  a fuperior  quantity 
of  real  enjoyment,  the  defire  of  partaking  of 
that  enjoyment,  will  naturally  induce  us  to 
examine  minutely  into  its  fources,  and,  at 
length,  to  adopt  the  principle,  from  which 
fuch  beneficial  practice  flows. 

The  force  of  this  obfervation  may  per- 
haps appear  ftill  Stronger  by  an  obvious 
analogy. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  the  inhabitants  of  a 
certain  diftriCt  are  obferved  to  enjoy  a more 
than  ordinary  degree  of  activity  and  Strength: 
let  us  further  fuppcfe,  that  their  minds  are, 
in  a remarkable  manner,  exempt  from  in- 
flaming 
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fi&ming  paflions  ; their  bodies  from  the  in- 
fluence of  difeafe  : and  laflly,  that  their  days 
are  extended  to  the  utmoft  verge  of  human 
life. 

The  Angularity  of  thefe  appearances 
would  invite  us  to  attend  to  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe ; and  the  love  of  happi- 
nefs  implanted  in  our  frame,  would  add  new 
vigour  to  that  curiofity,  which  is  fo  natural 
to  the  mind  of  man.  Perfons  of  all  prin- 
ciples, feds,  and  parties,  forgetting  their 
mutual  animoflties,  would  think themfelves 
interefled  in  inquiring  into  thofe  fecret 
fp rings  and  caufes,  which  produced  fuch  ex- 
traordinary effeds : and,  upon  the  difcovery 
of  them,  would  be  powerfully  impelled  to 
adopt  thofe  principles,  and  to  imitate  that 
mode  of  condud,  which,  upon  experiment, 
had  been  found  fo  beneficial  to  our  fpecies  : 
all  other  motives  and  incentives  to  any  courle 
of  adion  mufi  be  ineffedual,  if  thefe  will 
not  fucceed.  We  ad  in  every  inftance  upon 
the  expedation  of  enjoyment : and  when 
we  fail  of  this  our  grand  purfuit,  we  err 
through  miflake,  or  ignorance  of  the  means. 
But,  when  the  caufe  and  effed  are  vifibly 

united 
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united  ; when  wre  behold  the  principle  exert- 
ing itfelf  in  the  aCtual  production  of  a real 
good,  to  refufe  our  alien t to  the  principle, 
or  not  to  imitate  the  practice,  would  be 
to  difawn  thofe  affection’s,  which  operate 
moft  powerfuilv-  in  the  direction  of  the  will; 

Let  us  now  apply  the  fame  method  of 
reafoning  to  the  cafe  in  queftion. 

If  it  be  obferved,  that  the  perfons  who 
make  profeffion  of  a particular  religion  are 
more  equitable  in  their  dealings,  more  fin- 
cere  in  their  deportment,  more  friendly  in 
their  mutual  intercourfes,  than  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  nations  that  furround  them ; 
that  they  are  alfo  diftinguifhed  by  an  induf- 
trious  application  of  their  various  talents  to 
the  duties  of  their  refpeCtive  callings  ; that 
the  fervent  heart  of  every  citizen  glows  with 
the  ardour  of  diiinterefted  affeCtion  to  his 
country  : that  integrity,  honour,  mildnefs, 
and  foft-eyed  compaction  regulate  their  de- 
meanour in  every  walk  of  private  life  ; that, 
fteady  in  the  practice  of  each  focial  virtue, 
they  tafte  with  tranfport  the  various  boun- 
ties of  indulgent  providence,  and  offer,  in 
return,  that  tribute,  which  is  mod:  plead- 
ing 
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|ng  to  the  almighty,  the  tribute  of  a grate- 
ful heart.  That  when  the  unavoidable  evils 
of  humanity  affiid  them,  they  turn  their 
thoughts  to  the  fupreme  difpofer  of  all  events 
with  that  fubmiffive  patience,  with  that 
holy  refignation  to  the  will  of  heaven,  which 
teaches  them  to  look  upon  the  things  of 
this  world  with  the  indifference  of  a gueft, 
who  tarries  but  a day  : that,  in  the  hour  of 
their  departure,  they  refign,  with  filial  con- 
fidence, their  fouls  to  that  good  being,  from 
whom  they  received  each  capacity  of  thought 
and  adion,  and  lie  down  in  death,  fecure  of 
rifing  to  the  poffeffion  of  every  genuine  fatis- 
fadion,  of  every  grateful  enjoyment  which 
the  heart  can  conceive,  or  the  God,  who 
endued  that  heart  with  the  perception  of 
pleafure,  can  beftow — how  weak  and  ineffi- 
cacious is  every  other  argument  in  favour  of 
a particular  perfuafion,  when  compared 
with  this  ! and,  how  ftrong  a prefumption 
does  it  afford  us  of  the  truth  of  the  religion 
we  profefs,  that,  inftead  of  founding  her  au- 
thority on  force,  fhe  always  appeals  to  her 
peaceful  triumphs  over  the  difcordant  paf- 
fions,  and  oppofing  vices  of  mankind  ! 

% ‘ Arrayed 
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Arrayed  in  garments  dipped  in  blood,  let 
the  impoftor  go  forth  conquering,  and  to 
conquer,  wherever  the  turkifh  crefcent  awes 
the  proflrate  nations.  Let  the  hill  more 
tremendous  terrors  of  the  inquifltion  guard 
thy  faith,  O antichriftian  Rome  ! The  re- 
ligion of  the  gofpel  will  ever  be  diflin- 
guilhed  by  her  calm  appeal  unto  the  light 
of  reafon,  and  evidence  her  title  to  our  Arid! 
obedience,  by  her  healthful  operation  on  the 
foul  of  man. 

The  particular  circumstances  of  the  world, 
when  firft  the  religion  of  Jefus  was  unfolded, 
throw  further  light  upon  this  benevolent 
precept  of  the  prince  of  peace. 

We  may  comprife  the  difficulties,  with 
which  the  firft  propagators  of  the  gofpel 
had  to  contend,  in  two  Short  obfervations. 

It  might  naturally  be  expected,  that  the 
jews  would  hold  it  in  abhorrence,  becaufe 
it  tended  to  deprive  them  of  every  flattering 
expe&ation  of  that  temporal  grandeur,  for 
which  they  fondly  wifhed,  and  which  no 
conflderation  of  a merely  fpiritual  nature 
could  induce  them  to  reflgn. 

And  the  gentiles  would  naturally  be  in- 
clined 
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dined  to  hold  it  in  abhorrence,  as  it  dire&ly 
ftruck  at  that  idolatrous  worfhip,  and  im- 
moral conduct,  which  were  countenanced 
by  every  eftablifhed  inflitution,  whether  o£ 
a civil  or  a religious  kind. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  had  its  founders 
endeavoured  to  fupport  it  by  the  ftrength  of 
human  power,  its  duration  would,  probably, 
have  terminated  almoft  in  the  moment  of 
its  appearance,  and  even  the  hiftory  of  its 
deftrudtion  have  been  to  us  unknown. 

Had  they  endeavoured  to  raife  it  upon  the 
ruins  of  preceding  eftablifhments  by  the  aid 
of  political  contrivance,  it  would  probably, 
in  the  common  courfe  of  human  affairs, 
have  yielded  to  political  contrivance  in  its 
turn : and  the  recorded  declaration  of  its 
author,  that  “ the  gates  of  hell  fhould  not 
prevail  againft  it,”  have  become  an  unde- 
niable evidence  of  its  having  originated  in 
falfhood  and  impofture.  It  feems,  there- 
fore, that  any  mode  of  conduct,  different 
from  that  which  was  purfued  by  the  pri- 
mitive profeffors  of  the  gofpel,  in  obedience 
to  the  advice  of  their  divine  inflrudtor, 

could 
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could  not  have  been  attended  with  a fimilaf 
fuccefs. 

Religion  had  fo  freqently  been  rendered 
fubfervient  to  political  interefts,  and  felfifh 
purpofes,  thatmen  juftly  called  forfome  lefs 
equivocal  evidence  of  the  truth  of  a fyftem, 
which  claimed  to  itfelf  a right  of  direding 
the  condud  of  mankind.  That  evidence 
was  afforded  in  its  fulleft  luftre,  when  the 
foftened  manners,  and  the  heavenly  temper 
of  chriftian  people,  were  propofed  as  the 
demon flration  of  the  truth,  and  purity  of 
chriftian  faith. 

By  the  fruits  of  the  gofpel,  manifefted  in 
each  part  of  the  irreproachable  demeanour 
of  its  true  difciples,  their  adverfaries  were 
invited  to  judge  of  the  tree  from  which  they 
fprang.  They  were  invited  to  contemplate 
the  mighty  powers  of  a religion,  which 
could  difarm  the  mind  of  anger,  in  the  mo- 
ment of  its  fierceft  refentment ; and  finally 
prevail  over  every  incentive  to  thofe  crimes, 
which,  as  appeared  from  fad  experience, 
human  laws  were  found  unable  to  reftrain. 
At  a time  when  every  unworthy  inclination 
reigned  in  the  place  of  thofe  affedions,  to 

which 
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which  we  owe  the  comforts  of  domeftic  life, 
men  were  invited  to  behold  the  power  of 
this  religion,  in  triumphing  over  every  law- 
lefs  indulgence,  every  licentious  practice, 
which  the  violence  of  diftorted  imagination, 
aided  by  the  flrength  of  inveterate  cuftom, 
had  eftablifhed.  in  the  world.  They  were 
invited  to  behold  the  influence  of  this  re- 
ligion in  infpiring  that  bread:  with  pious  fen- 
timents,  which  was  formerly  the  feat  of 
irreligion,  and  profanenefs ; in  generating 
the  principles  of  an  upright,  honed:,  friend- 
ly, and  beneficent  deportment  in  that  heart, 
which  was  deformed  by  every  paffion  which 
pould  render  us  odious  to  our  neighbour, 
and  miferable  to  ourfelves. 

Thefe  fruits  of  the  faith,  produced  an 
animated  attention  to  the  chriftian  caufe. 
Upon  examination  into  the  principles  of 
conduct  recommended  in  the  gofpel,  they 
appeared  to  be  fuch  as  might  reafonably  be 
fuppofed  to  form  the  mod  effectual  induce- 
ments to  every  worthy  adtion  ; they  derived 
an  influence,  permanent,  as  well  as  tranf- 
cendent,  from  that  glorious  hope  of  immor- 
tality, which,  in  preference  to  thofe  opi- 
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nlons  that  have  fo  long  unworthily  divided 
the  difciples  of  Jefus,  forms  the  grand,  and 
fundamental  article  of  the  chriftian  creed ; 
and  the  effedts  produced  in  confequence  of 
this  belief  were  themfelves  a teftimony,  that 
the  evidence,  by  which  this  important  truth 
was  fupported,  retted  on  the  folid  bafis  of 
unqueftionable  fadt. 

To  a defledtion  from  the  purity  and  fim- 
plicity  of  manners,  which  were  fo  emi- 
nently confpicuous  in  the  earlier  ages  of 
chriftianity,  we  are  to  afcribe  the  incon- 
fiderable  progrefs  of  the  gofpel  in  fucceed- 
ing  times.  Hence,  at  this  day,  the  pious 
difciple  of  the  benevolent  Jefus,  mourns 
that  the  religion  of  his  matter  is  bounded 
by  the  limits  of  kingdoms,  and  of  nations ; 
and,  that  in  fo  many  portions  of  the  habit- 
able  earth,  its  profettion,  or  its  influence, 
is  even  ftill  unknown.  We  bear  the 
name  of  chriflian  indeed;  to  every  region 
of  the  globe  j but,  at  the  fame  time,  we 
bear  along  with  it  thofe  horrid  forms  of 
vice,  by  which  that  name  is  diflionoured, 
and  defiled.  The  inhabitants  of  many  a dittant 
clime,  aftonifhed  at  the  contrariety  between 

our 
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Our  profeflions  and  our  practice,  are  juftly 
induced  to  fufpeCt  that  we  ourfelves  believe 
not  the  doCtrines  we  inculcate ; and,  there- 
fore, may  with  reafon  hold  fall  that  form  of 
faith,  which  their  more  virtuous  ancef- 
tors  have  eftablifhed  in  their  land. 

The  obligation  to  adorn  a chridian  pro- 
fefiion  by  a chridian  practice,  rifes  with  the 
increafing  profligacy  of  thefe  degenerate 
times. 

There  are,  indeed,  moments  of  didrefs  and 
danger,  in  which  even  the  heart  of  the  mod 
licentious  infidel  is  chilled  by  the  feverity 
of  his  own  reflections.  But,  how  unlike  to 
the  effedts  of  true  religion  are  the  impreffions 
thus  produced  in  a.  mind  like  this  ! His 
foul  is  aftonifhed  and  overwhelmed  by  the 
horrors  of  a fuperftition  which  flill  degrades 
it  more  j but,  as  his  danger  difappears, 
his  apprehenfions  of  futurity  Vanifh  j and 
his  infidel  manners,  and  diffolute  profane- 
nefs  return  with  his  returning  health.  Thus 
religion  becomes,  in  his  idea,  another  name 
for  weaknefs  : and  the  reflections,  which  (lie 
ought  to  raife  within  the  bread,  upon  every 
view  of  our  mortality,  are  referred  to  the 
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clafs  of  thofe  mental  wanderings,  which  are 
frequently  obferved  to  take  place,  when  the 
flelh  and  the  heart  begin  to  fail. 

In  fuch  times,  therefore,  it  concerns  the 
real  friends  of  the  gofpel  to  convince  their 
brethren,  that  the  religion  they  profefs,  is 
the  fource  of  calm  compofure ; the  parent 
of  every  fober  joy  ; that  it  containeth  fanc- 
tions,  naturally  productive  of  a virtuous, 
uniform,  confiftent  character,  and  fitted  to 
reftore  to  its  proper  dignity,  the  mind  of 
man. 

He  then  is  religion’s  truefi:  friend,  who 
adorns  his  profefiion  by  works  of  piety  and 
virtue ; he  belt  will  vindicate  it  from  the 
afperfions  of  its  foes.  “ You  traduce,”  he 
will  lay,  “ by  words,  the  character  and  pre- 
tenfions  of  Jefus  : I refute  you  by  my  works. 
You  urge,  perhaps,  that  my  underflanding 
is  only  nominally  convinced  by  his  doCtrine  : 
but  the  conltant  tenor  of  my  conduCt  fhall 
prove  to  you,  that  I have  no  temptation  to 
fuch  deceit : for  every  unworthy  affeCtion 
of  my  heart  is  fubdued  to  the  perfuafion  of 
its  truth.  You  luppofe,  that,  in  the  time 
of  danger,  fuperftitious  horrors  fhall  invade 

me ; 
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me ; but  I will  fhew  you,  that  my  mind 
is  compofed  and  tranquil,  iubmiffive  in  all 
things  to  the  will  of  heaven,  and  in  the 
hour  of  death,  with  holy  hope,  confiding 
in  its  God."* 

* [ This  fermon  concluded,  pTiginally,  with  a very 
clofe  and  animated  application  to  the  cafe  of  the  clergy; 
but  as  the  author  afterwards  inferted  this  conclufion, 
verbatim,  in  No.  13,  of  “ Every  man  his  own  prieft,’* 
it  was  thought  unneceflary  to  annex  it  here.— See 
yol.  iii.  p.  233.  ] 
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AND  SAMUEL  SAID,  HATH  THE  LORD  AS  GREAT 

DELIGHT  IN  BURNT-OFFERINGS  AND  SACRIFICES, 
AS  IN  OBEYING  THE  VOICE  OF  THE  LORD  ? BE- 
HOLD ! TO  OBEY  IS  BETTER  THAN  SACRIFICE  j 
AND  TO  HEARKEN,  THAN  THE  FAT  OF  RAMS.I * * * 5* 

The  weaknefs  of  mankind,  in  every  age 
and  country,  hath  induced  them  to  hope, 
that  the  performance  of  the  external  rites  of 
religion  will  atone  for  their  failure  in  the 
fubftantial  deeds  of  virtue : and,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  that  even  the  minifters  of  religion, 
have  too  frequently  countenanced  this  de- 
lusion i until,  at  length,  they  have  confirmed 
an  error,  which  the  folly  of  the  fuperftitious 
multitude,  hath  always  rendered  them  too 
willing  to  embrace.  We  find,  however,  from 
the  portion  of  feripture  juft  recited,  that 
Samuel,  though  himfelf  a prieft,  was  too 
zealous  for  the  real  honour  of  his  maker,  to 
facrifice  the  interefts  of  true  religion  to  any 
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outward  form,  although  that  form  was  indi- 
tuted  by  God  himfelf  ; nor,  led  by  fervile 
flattery,  or  flavifh  fear,  could  he  be  prevailed 
upon  todiffemble  his  indignation,  on  account 
of  the  violated  laws  of  God,  although  the 
daring  offender  was  a king. 

The  fame  fatal  error,  into  which  Saul  ap- 
pears to  have  fallen,  prevails  dill  amongd  the 
profeffors  of  a religion,  more  pure  and 
fimple  than  that  under  which  he  lived : an 
error  the  lefs  pardonable,  as  chrifl ianity  ex- 
prefsly  prefcribes  to  us  a worfhip  of  our 
maker,  in  holinefs  and  truth.  The  gofpel 
contains  a religion  which  encourages  the  fa- 
crifice  of  the  affections,  the  tender  of  a heart 
deeply  imbued  with  a fenfe  of  manly  piety 
and  virtue;  the  nobleft  and  the  mod  ac- 
ceptable facrifice  which  a creature  can  offer, 
the  mod  honourable  which  the  creator  can 
receive. 

Let  us  look  round  upon  the  face  of  na- 
ture ; let  us  behold  the  wonderful  fabric  of 
the  univerfe,  the  numerous  ranks  and  or- 
ders of  living  creatures  which  inhabit  it, 
and  learn  from  thence,  that  the  God  of  na- 
ture delighteth  in  works  of  mercy,  in  la- 
bours of  love.  Man,  formed  in  his  image 

and 
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and  fimilitude,  can,  then,  only  hope  to 
tafte  enjoyment,  when  he  imitates  this  fair 
example ; and,  from  the  exercife  of  his  be- 
nevolent affedions,  rifes  to  the  adoration  of 
the  creator,  who  is  blefled  for  ever.  The 
performance,  therefore,  of  fuch  addons  as 
naturally  flow  from  our  admiration  of  fuch 
unbounded  love,  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of 
all  religious  duty : whofoever  perfevereth  in 
the  pradice  of  them  muft  be  happy. 

Such  is  the  religion  which  reafon  didates, 
and  which,  therefore,  the  God  of  reafon 
muft  approve. 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  religion  of  the 
prieftj  of  him,  I mean,  who,  bound  by 
his  profeflion  to  an  implicit  veneration  for 
forms  and  ceremonies,  and  permitted  In 
his  dodrine  to  preach  only  the  opinions  of 
the  church  in  which  he  minifters,  is  too 
apt  to  miftake  the  fpirit  of  eflablifhments  for 
the  fpirit  of  devotion,  and  to  forget,  with 
Saul,  that  <e  to  obey  is  better  than  facrifice, 
and  to  hearken,  than  the  fat  of  rams.”  He 
will  tell  you,  that  religion  confifteth  in  the 
profeflion  of  a particular  form  of  faith,  and 
in  the  conftant  attendance  upon  the  fer- 
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vice  of  the  church.  He  will  tell  you,  that 
it  is  your  duty  to  be  daily  prefent  in  the 
courts  of  the  moft  high,  in  order  that  you 
may  be  entitled  to  thofe  fpiiitual  bleffings, 
which  are  difpenfed  by  the  miniflers  of  the 
gofpel,  and  may  receive,  from  their  hands, 
the  benefit  of  abfolution.  He  will  tell  you, 
that,  before  all  things,  it  is  neceffary  that  you 
hold  the  catholic  faith  ; and  then,  ’tis  well, 
if  he  proceeds  not  to  infult  your  underfland- 
ing  with  fuch  a defcription  of  that  faith, 
as  neither  himfelf,  nor  his  hearers  can  ever 
comprehend.  He  will  tell  you,  that  it  is 
better  not  to  pray  at  all,  than  to  pray  in 
any  form  or  manner  which  is  not  autho- 
rized by  the  fan&ion  of  the  church  : he 
will  tell  you,  that  you  ought  to  make  ufe 
of  the  forms  prefcribed  in  his  liturgy,  al- 
though you  do  not  underhand  them  j and, 
that  it  is  profanenefs  to  negledt  them,  al- 
though you  fhould  think  they  contain  ad- 
dreffes  to  a being,  whom  you  do  not  allow 
to  be  the  objedt  of  adoration.  He  will  talk 
much  of  the  benefit  of  faith,  in  oppofition 
to  the  benefit  of  works  ; and  will  inflrudt 
you  to  rely  upon  the  merits  of  your  faviour, 

until 
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until  you  {hall  become  intirely  carelefs, 
whether  you  have  any  virtues  of  your  own: 
in  your  departing  hour,  he  fhall  hand  be- 
fore you  in  the  facred  veftments  of  his  order  ; 
you  fliall  look  up  to  him  for  abfolution, 
while  he,  a poor,  weak,  finful  mortal  like 
yourfelves,  (hall  affume  to  himfelf  the  title 
of  the  ambaflador  of  God ; and,  though  your 
life -has  been  deformed  by  every  kind  of 
vice,  fhall,  in  the  name  of  the  father,  fon, 
and  holy  ghoft,  aflure  you  of  the  pardon  of 
your  fins.  Such  are  the  delufions  which, 
on  one  fide,  the  ignorance  or  the  policy  of 
priefts  has  fubrtituted  for  the  folid  founda- 
tions of  true  religion  j delufions,  no  lefs  fal- 
lacious than  thofe  groundlefs  terrors  with 
which,  on  the  other,  they  have  too  fre- 
quently inverted  her.  But  as  religion  was 
not  intended  to  terrify,  fo  neither  muft  it  be 
employed  to  deceive  mankind,  by  flattering 
us  with  falfe  aflurances,  on  the  bed  of  death ; 
by  aflerting,  that  faith  alone,  at  our  depart- 
ing hour,  will  atone  for  the  crimes  of  a mif- 
fpent  life  ; and,  by  thus  teaching  us  to  rely 
upon  the  mercy,  encourage  us  to  defy  the ju- 
rtice  of  our  judge. 

How  widely  different  is  the  religion  of 
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the  gofpel ; and  how  ftrong  a preemption 
does  it  afford  us  of  its  truth,  that,  inftead 
of  thus  founding  her  dominion  on  the  fears 
and  follies  of  her  votaries,  fhe  always  appeals 
to  the  light  of  reafon,  and  to  her  peaceful  tri- 
umphs over  the  vices  of  an  oppofing  world. 

The  religion  of  the  gofpel  was  indulg- 
ed us  as  the  fweet  confoler  of  our  cares. 
The  fpedre  of  fuperftition,  which  looks 
down  with  horrid  afped  on  the  innocent  pur- 
fuits  of  human  life  j which  diffufes  a damp 
and  gloom  over  our  minds,  when  engaged 
in  the  proper  duties  of  our  ffation,  and 
teaches  us  to  confide  in  myflerious  modes  of 
faith,  in  empty  ceremonies,  and  unavailing 
forms,  is  more  at  variance  with  the  will 
of  God,  is  more  oppofed  to  the  happinefs 
of  man,  than  the  moll  daring  form  of  infi- 
delity itfelf. 

Are  then  the  ordinances  of  the  mo/1  high, 
which  dired  us  to  reverence  his  fanduaries, 
and  to  comply  with  thofe  forms  and  cere- 
monies, which  decency  and  good  order  fhall 
require,  of  no  avail  ? Is  the  facred  charader 
of  the  prieft  fo  lightly  to  be  efleemed  ? and, 
are  the  offices  of  religion  performed  by  him 

utterly  contemptible  in  our  eyes  ? I anfwer  ; 
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yes,  they  are  altogether  lighter  than  vanity 
itfelf,  unlefs  they  produce  the  fruits  of  piety 
and  virtue  in  the  heart.  Are  you  ftruck 
with  the  boldnefs  of  this  reply  ? remember, 
it  is  not  mine — the  question  has  been  long 
determined  by  an  authority  which  you  can- 
not difpute : “ To  what  purpofe  is  the 
multitude  of  your  facrifices  to  me  ? faith 
the  lord ; bring  no  more  vain  oblations  j 
incenfe  is  an  abomination  unto  me;  the 
new  moons,  and  fabbaths,  the  calling  of 
afiemblies,  I cannot  away  with ; it  is  ini- 
quity, even  the  folemn  meeting  : your  new 
moons,  and  your  appointed  feafts  my  foul 
hateth  : they  are  a trouble  unto  me  ; I am 
weary  to  bear  them.”* 

The  folemn  exercifes  of  religion,  the  ex- 
ternal forms  of  devotion,  the  rites  and  cere- 
monies of  various  nations,  have  all  a ten- 
dency to  raife,  to  revive,  to  confirm  the 
perfuafion  of  an  almighty  providence,  the 
fenfe  of  human  weaknefs,  and  the  necef- 
fity  and  eflential  excellence  of  virtue ; and, 
when  they  are  employed  to  fuch  purpofes,' 
they  indeed  are  ufeful.  The  imperfection  of 
Gur  frame  is  fuch,  that  perhaps  it  may  be  ne- 

ceflary 
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ccftary  for  the  imagination  to  be  afteded, 
before  the  underftanding  and  the  difpofition 
can  be  improved.  But,  if  they  be  relied  on, 
as  pofieffing  in  themfelves  intrinfic  merit, 
they  are  nothing  worth  ; the  obfervance  of 
them  gives  us  no  title  to  the  rewards  of 
heaven.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
is  no  little  danger  left  the  pride  and  felf- 
fufficiency  which  they  frequently  infpire, 
fhould  carry  the  ignorant,  and  deluded 
worlhipper,  ftill  further  from  the  knowledge 
and  the  acceptance  of  his  God. 

Religious  rites  and  ceremonies  are  but  the 
fteps  to  piety  and  virtue.  And  are  of  no  avail, 
if  they  lead  not  to  fuch  adions,  as  alone  can 
demonftrate  our  conformity  to  the  will  of 
heaven.  The  generality  of  mankind  have 
indeed,  too  frequently,  confounded  them 
with  each  other,  they  have  even  preferred 
them  to  the  performance  of  the  weightier 
matters  of  the  law : not  unlike  to  thofe 
who  paid  the  tithe  of  mint,  of  anife,  and 
of  cummin  j while  they  omitted  the  weigh- 
tier matters  of  the  law,  juftice,  mercy, 
and  faith  :*  who,  with  fuperftitious  reve- 
rence 
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rence  built  the  tombs  of  the  prophets,* 
whom  their  fathers  flew ; while  they  perfe- 
cted and  opprefled  thofe  greater  than  the 
prophets,  whom  the  almighty  had  fent  in 
mercy  to  themfelves. 

Religious  rites  and  ceremonies  are  only 
the  fhadows  of  piety  and  virtue : it  is  our 
duty  to  purfue  the  fub fiances  themfelves. 
Feign  to  yourfelves  the  character  of  a man 
moil  flriCt  in  his  obfervance  of  outward 
forms,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  a ftranger  to  the 
real  power  of  virtue.  He  is  regular  and 
attentive  at  the  hour  of  prayer ; but  he  is 
deficient  in  that  integrity  and  purity  of 
manners,  which  alone  can  render  prayer  ac- 
ceptable to  God : he  is  fearfully  obfervant 
of  every  form  and  ordinance  which  fuperfli- 
tion  hath  invented,  and  cuftom,  that  fleady 
guardian  of  every  abfurdity,  hath  eftablifh- 
ed : but  he  is  neglectful  of  his  duty  to 
his  neighbour;  he  is  unjufl  in  his  deal- 
ings, and  uncharitable  in  all  his  commerce 
with  his  brethren.  Will  rites  and  ceremonies 
be  of  any  avail,  in  fuch  a cafe  as  this  ? They 
fhall  indeed  be  remembered ; but  remem- 
bered to  his  confufion  : they  fhall  feverely 

aggravate 
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aggravate  his  future  condemnation.  Ano- 
ther fhall,  with  low  proftration,  grovel  at 
God’s  altar  ; while  he  difdainfully  tramples 
on  his  fellow  creature,  who  is  formed  in 
God’s  likenefs.  He  fhall  build  a temple 
to  his  maker’s  praife ; while  the  heart  of 
the  widow  and  the  orphan,  who  frequent 
it,  fhall  inly  mourn  becaufe  of  his  oppref- 
fion : the  pried,  at  his  departing  hour, 
fhall  allure  him  that  his  alms  and  his  prayers 
are  afcended  as  a memorial  in  the  fight  of  the 
almighty ; while  the  cry  of  the  labourer, 
who  hath  reaped  his  fields,  without  receiving 
a reward,  hath  pierced  the  ears  of  the  God 
of  harveds.  Shall  this  man  be  bleffed  in  his 
deed?  Shall  the  judgment  of  the  creature 
prevail,  in  defiance  of  thofelaws  of  righteouf- 
nefs  which  invariably  annex  the  enjoyment 
of  happinefs  to  the  pra&ice  of  piety  and 
virtue  ? Mod  affuredly  not.  The  almighty 
fhall  arife  in  his  difpleafure ; the  tremendous 
majefty  of  heaven  fhall  reverfe  the  iniquitous 
decree;  fhall  confign  the  violator  of  the 
laws  of  judice  and  humanity  to  fwift  deftruc-* 
tion.  Still  more  fearful  fhall  be  the  doom 
of  him,  who  taught  him  to  place  external 
forms  and  ceremonies  upon  the  fame  foun- 
dation 
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datlon  with  fubftantial  a<5ts  of  juftic^  and 
benevolence. 

A breaft,  replenilhed  with  the  fenfe  of 
the  greatnefs  of  the  creator,  and  of  the 
weaknefs  of  the  creature ; a mind,  difpofed 
to  acknowledge  God,  as  the  author  of  every 
blefiing  we  enjoy,  and  ready  to  repay  the 
only  tribute  in  our  power,  the  tribute  of 
gratitude  and  love  ; an  heart  which  glows 
at  the  profpedt  of  a neighbour’s  happinefs, 
and  is  ever  labouring  to  dimini  fh  the  weight 
of  human  woe,  is  the  nobleft  temple  that 
can  be  eredled  to  our  maker’s  praife.  The 
virtues  exemplified  in  the  various  fcenes  of 
focial  life,  are  its  moll  beautiful  ornaments  : 
where  thefe  are  found,  the  piety  of  peafants, 
aftembled  in  their  humble  dwellings,  is 
more  pleafing  to  the  lord  of  heaven,  than 
the  molt  pompous  pageantry  of  priefts  and 
kings : thefe  lhall  avail,  fliall  draw  down 
bleflings  from  the  throne  of  the  moil:  high, 
(hall  bring  them  upon  our  children  and  our 
childrens  children;  while  the  vain  and  often  - 
tatious  worlhip  of  the  proud,  the  unfeel- 
ing, and  the  unjuft;  fo  far  from  atoning 
for  their  guilt,  fliall  fwell  the  meafure  of 
the  almighty’s  vengeance. 
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Yet,  let  us  be  careful  that  we  fall  not  into, 
an  error,  which,  though  not  fo  pernicious 
as  that  which  I have  hitherto  been  deferr- 
ing, is  frequently  produdtive  of  very  fatal 
confequences.  It  has  been  afferted,  and, 

I truft,  with  truth,  that  external  forms 
and  ceremonies,  if  not  attended  with  the 
affedtions  of  the  heart  ; that  the  outward 
profeflion  of  religion,  if  not  accompanied 
with  its  vital  powers,  are  a vain  and  empty 
Ihow.  But  let  us  not  conclude  from  hence, 
that  they  may  fafely  be  neglected.  If  thefe 
affedtions  of  the  mind  could  readily  be  at- 
tained without  the  forms  and  ceremonies  of 
religion,  fuch  form  and  ceremonies  would 
indeed  be  ufelefs.  But  the  contrary  is  true. 
The  devotion  of  the  heart  will  languish,  un- 
lefs  it  be  continually  refrefhed  and  enlivened 
by  joining  in  folemn  adts  of  public  worship. 
And,  as  words  and  figns  are  neceffary  to 
convey  our  thoughts  to  each  other,  fo, 
in  this  imperfedt  Hate,  they  are  abfolutely 
required,  whenever  we  would  raife  our 
hearts  to  the  firft  and  bed  of  beings,  the 
fuftainer  of  our  blifs,  the  fource  and  foun- 
tain of  our  joy.  Do  we  not  find  that  ab- 
fenting  ourfelyes  from  the  dated  places  of 

God’s 
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.God’s  Service  is  apt  to  diminifh  our  fenfe  of 
his  immediate  prefence,  and  to  prevent  us 
from  enjoying  that  fecurity  from  vice,  that 
complacency  in  virtue,  which  arifes  from 
the  acknowledgment  of  him  in  all  our 
thoughts  and  a&ions  ? Nor  are  thefe  habi- 
tual practices  lefs  interefling  to  others  than 
to  ourfelves  : when  we  ahftain  for  any  length 
of  time  from  thofe  hallowed  courts,  where, 
laying  afide  the  diftinftions  which  make  us 
fo  to  differ  from  our  brethren,  we  approach 
the  majefly  of  heaven  as  weak,  dependent 
creatures ; we  are  apt  to  forget  thofe  ties  of 
humanity  which  caufe  us  to  feel  the  miferies 
of  others,  which  animate  our  endeavours  to 
relieve  them.  A careleffnefs  and  indiffer- 

* . . f ' 

ence  to  our  immortal  interefts  is  a too  proba- 
ble confequence  of  fuch  negledt.  Piety  and 
virtue  themfelves  are  in  danger  of  expiring, 
unlefs  rekindled  by  that  dame  which  burns 
upon  the  altar  of  God 5 unlefs  revived  by  the 
breath  of  mortals  uniting  with  us  in  ardent, 
folemn,  facred  {application  to  the  throne  of 
heaven.  * 

The  true,  the  confcientious  chrifHan,  will, 
therefore,  conduct  himfelf  with  a careful  en- 
IP  G deavour 
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deavour  to  avoid  fuch  errors  in  his  pradlice: 
he  will  regard,  with  due  attention,  thefolemn 
exercifes  of  public  worfhip,  becaufe  he 
knows  that  the  inward  purity  of  his  heart  is 
improved  by  them ; but  he  will  guard  againft 
all  undue  reliance  upon  fuch  fervices  : he 
will  confider  them  as  helps  to  virtue,  and 
not  as  confcituting  the  real  effence  of  devo- 
tion : he  knows  that,  as  he  is  fent  into  this 
world  by  the  God  of  reafon  and  of  nature  to 
fulfil  his  pleafure,  his  real  fervice  mull  con- 
lifl  in  the  imitation  of  his  creator’s  bounty, 
and  the  intire  refignation  of  his  will  to  the 
will  of  the  fupreme  : he  is  fenfible  how 
much  mankind  are  influenced  by  what  flrikes 
the  imagination  and  the  fenfes ; and  will 
therefore  cultivate  in  himfelf,  and  endeavour 
to  promote  in  others,  a manly  piety,  an 
unbounded  benevolence,  by  all  thofe  out- 
ward affiflances  which  religious  forms,  well 
purged  from  fuperflition,  will  naturally  af- 
ford him : at  the  fame  time,  he  will  be 
careful  to  diftinguifh  between  the  outward 
profeffion,  and  the  real  pra&ice  of  religion  : 
he  will  confider  the  minifters  of  thegofpel, 
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as  inverted  with  no  greater  fan&ity  than 
' what  their  unblemifhed  lives  and  conven- 
tions throw  around  them  : he  will  not  rely 
upon  the  rites  and  ordinances,  adminirtered 
by  their  hands,  for  mercy  from  his  maker } 
but  will  place  his  hope  in  thofe  “ fruits  of 
righteoufnefs,  which  are  by  Jefus  Chrirt, 
unto  the  glory  and  praife  of  God.”  * He 
will  not  regard  the  depofiting  of  his  body  in 
confecrated  ground,  as  any  protection  from 
the  avenging  fentence  j but  will  look  up  to 
the  mercyof  a judge,  himfelf  acquainted  with 
the  weaknelfes  of  humanity,  who  hath  de- 
clared that  with  what  meafure  men  mete, 
it  fhall  be  meafured  to  them  again. ”-f*  He  will 
refrain  from  every  criminal  adtion,  through 
a juft  apprehenfion  of  the  vengeance  of  a 
God  of  righteoufnefs ; nor  vainly  hope  to 
atone  for  the  commiffion  of  grievous  crimes, 
by  the  performance  of  empty  rites,  and  un- 
fubftantial  ceremonies.  With  all  his  cau- 
tion, he  may  yet  offend  with  Saul  $ but  he 
will  fay  with  Samuel,  “ hath  the  lord  as 
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great  delight  in  burnt  facrifices,  as  in  obey- 
ing the  voice  of  the  lord  ? behold ! to  obey  is 
better  than  facrifice ; and  to  hearken,  than 
the  fat  of  rams.” 

In  this  obedience,  therefore,  to  the  laws 
of  God  and  man,  O chriflian  ! moft  firmly 
perfevere.  Thy  name  fhall  be  remembered 
upon  earth,  thy  reward  fhall  be  great  in 
heaven.  While  perpetual  fears  fhall  haunt 
the  guilty  breaft ; while  innumerable  hor- 
rors fhall  affright  the  fuperftitious  worfhip- 
per  ; inbred  peace,  the  fruit  of  virtuous  con- 
duct, fhall  furround  thy  dwelling ; and  calm 
devotion,  fpread  fweet  tranquillity  over  every 
iceneof  life.  Thy  deeds  of  juflice,  thy  labours 
of  love,  fhall  engage  the  regard  and  friendfhip 
of  man ; and  thy  habits  of  true  religion  fhall 
enfure  the  approbation  of  thy  God.  In  the 
vale  of  death,  thou  fhalt  look  up  with  tranf- 
port  to  that  unfading  crown  of  glory,  now 
ready  to  reward  thy  toils : the  evils  of  life, 
like  the  flars  of  heaven,  have  their  appointed 
courfe  ; they  fhall  fet  like  them — they  fhall 
rife  no  more  : an  eternal  day  of  happinefs 
fhall  fucceed  the  night  of  human  pain  and 

woe. 
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woe.  If  thou  haft  fought  the  good  fight  of 
perfevering  virtue ; if  thus  thou  haft  kept 
the  faith  retire  in  peace : the  gloom  and 
darknefs  of  the  grave  (hall  quickly  pafs, 
and  thou  fhalt  rife  to  an  immortal  life,  to 
the  polfefiion  of  endlefs  joy. 

Now  to  the  one,  almighty,  everlafting 
God,  be  afcribed  all  might,  majefty,  and 
dominion  for  ever  and  ever ! Amen ! 
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V. 


ACTS  X.  34,  35. 

<c  THEN  PETER  OPENED  His’MOUTH,  AND  SAID  OF  A 
TRUTH  I PERCEIVE  THAT  GOD  IS  NO  RESPECTER 
OF  PERSONS  ; BUT,  IN  EVERY  NATION,  HE 
THAT  FEARETH  HIM,  AND  WORKETH  RIGHTE- 
OUSNESS, IS  ACCEPTED  WITH  HIM.” 

The  primary  meaning  of  thefe  words  will 
be  bed  underftood,  if  we  attend  a little  to  the 
general  circumftances,  under  which  the  gof- 
pel  was  at  firrt  promulgated  ;■  and  the  peculiar 
impreflions,  with  which  the  mind  of  the 
fpeaker  had  been  recently  affedted. 

We  are  to  refledl,  then,  that  there  had 
long  prevailed  among  the  jews  a general  opi- 
nion, that  the  kingdom  of  the  expedled  mef- 
fi  ah  was  to  be  intirely  of  a temporal  nature; 
that,  inverted  with  theenfigns  of  royal  dig- 
nity, he  was  not  only  to  deliver  them  from 
that  ftate  of  bondage  under  which  they 
groaned  ; but  alfo  to  raife  them  to  a degree 
of  grandeur,  far  fuperior  to  whatever  they 
had  enjoyed,  in  the  moft  flourishing  period 
of  power  : and,  although  the  difciples  of 
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Jefus,  after  the  refurre&ion  and  afcenfion  of 
their  divine  inftru&or,  became,  at  length, 
juftly  fenfible,  that  thebleffmgs  of  the  mef- 
hah’s  reign  were  purely  fpiritual ; yet  fo 
much  of  their  former  prejudice  remained,  as 
to  induce  them  to  believe,  that  the  defen- 
dants of  Abraham  had  an  exclufive  title  to 
the  glorious  privileges  of  the  gofpel-difpen- 
fation.  And  hiftory  affures  us,  that  this 
prejudice  was  not  eauly  removed.  For, 
notwithstanding  the  information  derived 
from  the  miraculous  effufion  of  the  holy 
fpirit  on  the  day  of  pentecoft,  a particular 
revelation  was  afforded  to  Peter,  before  he 
was  convinced,  that  “ God,  in  truth,  was 
no  refpedter  of  perfons.”  Nor  was  it  ’till 
after  the  fame  fpirit  had  defended  upon  Cor- 
nelius, and  thofe  who  were  with  him,  that 
the  other  apollles  could  be  brought  to  own, 
iS  that  unto  the  gentiles  alff,  God  had 
granted  repentance  unto  life.”  * 

An  opinion,  limilar  to  that  which  per- 
plexed Peter,  perplexes  many  at  this  day. 
Raifed  to  the  enjoyment  of  evangelical  pri- 
vileges, they  vainly  imagine,  that,  as  chrii- 
tians,  they  have  a right  to  plead  an  appro- 
priated title  to  the  favour  of  heaven,  from 
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which,  the  innumerable  tribes,  yet  funk  in 
heathen  ignorance  and  darknefs,  aie  ex- 
cluded i and  that  a compliance  with  the  laws 
of  the  almighty,  fo  far  as  the  light  of  nature 
fhall  difcover  them,  is  totally  infufficient  to 
recommend  them  to  his  acceptance.  But 
the  fame  method  of  reafoning  which  might 
have  led  Peter  to  acknowledge,  that,  in  the 
difpenfation  of  chriftian  privileges,  God  is 
no  refpeder  of  perfons  j may  inftrud  us, 
that  no  mode  of  faith,  or  religious  perfuafion 
whatever,  will,  in  cafe  of  a virtuous  bene- 
ficent pradice,  be  able  hereafter  to  feparate 
us  from  our  creator’s  love. 

I am  well  aware  that  an  opinion  diredly 
contrary  to  this  has  hitherto  prevailed  under 
various  eftablifhments ; and  that  the  articles 
of  our  own  church  have  even  pronounced 
thofe  “ accurfed  who  prefume  to  fay,  that  a 
man  may  be  faved  by  the  law  or  fed  which 
he  profefTeth,  fo  that  he  be  diligent  to  frame 
his  life  according  to  that  law,  and  the  light 
of  nature  * but  as  the  fame  church  pro- 
feffes  that  “ it  is  not  lawful  for  her  to  ordain 
any  thing  that  is  contrary  to  God’s  written 
word  f ’-f'  I fhall  make  no  fcruple  to  lay  before 
you  fuch  confiderations  as  have  produced, 

in 
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in  my  own  mind,  the  fulled;  convi&ion, 
that  fuch  a dodtrine  hath  no  foundation  either 
in  reafon,  or  fcripture  ; but  ought  to  be  re- 
probated at  once,  as  impious  towards  God, 
and  uncharitable  towards  men. 

It  would  be  contrary  to  all  ideas  of  juftice, 
to  fuppofe  that  a righteous  and  merciful 
creator  experts  that  from  his  creatures,  which 
they  are  utterly  unable  to  perform.  Many 
of  God’s  creatures  have  nothing  to  diredl 
them,  except  the  light  of  nature;*  except  the 
maxims  and  dodtrines  of  their  fedt.  If  fuch 
conform  their  lives  and  converfations  to  this 
law,  fhall  not  they  be  accepted  by  their 
maker,  by  the  father  of  the  fpirits  of  all 
flefh,  by  that  all-righteous  being,  whofe 
tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works  ? He 
would  rather  pardon  my  denial  of  his  exif- 
tence,  than  my  doubts  of  the  juftice,  and 
mercy  of  his  judgments. -f- 

But, 

* “ For  when  the  gentiles  which  have  not  the  law,  do 
by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the  law,  thefe  having 
not  the  law,  are  a law  unto  themfelves.”  Rom.  ii.  14. 

f The  fervant  who  had  received  only  two  talents, 
yet  having  improved  them  equally  with  the  fervant  who 
had  been  entrufted  with  five,  received  the  fame  com- 
mendation, and  was  ordered  to  enter  into  the  joy  of  h is 
lord.  But  the  unprofitable  fervant,  who  had  hidden  his 
talent  in  the  earth,  and  had  dared  to  fufpedt  the  juftice 
of  his  lord,  was  ordered  to  be  call  into  outer  darknefs. 
Matt.  xxv.  14 — 30. 
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But,  it  may  be  afked,  has  not  the  almighty 
himfelf  fhewn  fome  degree  of  partiality  in 
his  dealings  with  the  Tons  of  men  ? What 
judgment  are  we  to  form  of  that  immenfe 
variety  in  the  nature  and  degree  of  thofe 
capacities  and  enjoyments,  which  diftingulh 
from  each  other,  the  innumerable  creatures 
of  his  almighty  hand  ? To  what,  but  a par- 
tial fondnefs,  are  we  to  attribute  the  indul- 
gence of  thofe  fuperior  powers,  which  are 
given  with  fuch  profufion,  to  his  favourite 
creature,  man  ? From  what  other  motive 
lhall  we  account  for  the  different  meafures 
of  happinefs,  by  which  men  are  diftin- 
guiihed  from  each  other  ? Whence  is  it 
that  he  grants  unto  this  happy  land,  that 
equal  temperature,  which  blefl'es  its  inha- 
bitants with  the  verdure  of  fpring,  with  the 
fruits  of  autumn  j while  he  condemns  un- 
numbered tribes  to  wander  through  the 
ful try  defart,  through  the  polar  fnows  ? 
Whence  is  it  that  he  commands  whole 
nations  to  bow  beneath  the  yoke  of  hern 
oppreffion,  that  he  withholds  from  them  the 
means  of  extrading  the  “ iron  which  enters 
into  their  fouls  j”  while  he  bleffes  us  with 
the  enjoyment  of  liberty,  his  nobleft  gift, 

together 
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together  with  that  high-born  fpirit,  and 
impatience  of  control,  which  conftitutes 
our  befl  fecurity  againft  the  encroachments 
of  defpotic  power?  To  what,  but  a par- 
tial fondnefs,  are  we  to  impute  that  mea- 
fure  of  his  adminiilration,  which  ordains 
that  half  his  habitable  earth  {hall  lie  in 
heathen  ignorance  and  darknefs  ; that  the 
baneful  form  of  fuperftition  {hall  ereCt  her 
gloomy  ftandard  in  almoft  every  region  of 
the  globe;  while  we  enjoy,  or  certainly 
have  the  power  of  enjoying,  the  meridian 
fplendors  of  the  gofpel  light. 

Thefe  are  objections  of  a ferious  nature; 
thefe  deferve  an  anfwer.  We  will,  there- 
fore, attempt,  with  the  affiftance  of  reafon, 
and  the  gofpel,  to  vindicate  the  ways  of  God 
to  man. 

It  has  frequently  and  juftly  been  obferved, 
that  the  fum  of  happinefs  is  greater,  if  im- 
perfect creatures  be  claifed  in  various  ranks 
and  orders,  with  various  powers  and  capa- 
cities of  improvement,  than  if  there  were 
only  one  clafs,  poflefled  of  an  abiolute  equa- 
lity of  endowments.  If  then  this  variety 
conduce  to  more  extenfive  happinefs  in  the 
natural  date,  the  analogy  may  apply  to  our 
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prefea t inquiry,  not  fo  much  concerning  the 
natural,  as  religious  privileges  of  man  : and 
the  reafon  of  the  different  difpenfations  in 
both,  may  be  fatisfa&orily  inferred  from  the 
fame  principle  of  diverfified  beneficence  in 
the  fupreme  difpofer  of  all  good. 

But,  in  what  refped  are  religious  privi- 
leges different  from  natural  goods  ? The 
advantages  which  we  enjoy  in  preference  to 
our  heathen  neighbours,  confifl;  only  in  fu- 
perior  knowledge  of  our  duty,  and  the  £u~ 
perior  weight  of  thofe  motives  which  fhould 
induce  us  to  perform  it.  The  wife  man, 
by  the  flrength  of  his  natural  endowments, 
becomes  fuperior  to  his  neighbour ; becaufe 
he  is  better  acquainted  with  the  probable 
events  of  things,  and  enjoys  an  habitual  fkill 
in  choofing  the  means  of  content  and  hap- 
pinefs.  The  chriftian  hath  exactly  a fimilar 
luperiority  over  him,  who  is  a flranger  to 
the  word  of  truth. 

The  wife  man,  who  has  his  inflrudion 
from  unaffifled  reafon,  is  more  determined 
in  a courfe  of  virtue,  than  the  illiterate  herd 
around  him ; becaufe,  with  clearer  eye,  he 
can  difcern  the  prefumptive  evidence  of  its 
future  great  reward ; the  believer  in  the 

gofpel 


( 9+  ) 

gofpel,  is  enabled  to  perfevere  In  the  fame 
paths  of  virtue  ftill  more  fteadily,  than 
his  unenlightened  neighbour ; becaufe  he 
founds  his  hopes,  not  on  probabilities,  but 
proofs ; and  looks  with  allured  confidence, 
to  the  profpedt  of  an  eternal  crown. 

Wifdom,  therefore,  differs  from  the  judg- 
ment of  the  generality  only  in  degree ; and 
a difference  in  degree,  is  the  only  difference 
between  chriftianity  and  wifdom.  Wifdom 
is  a fublimer  kind  of  fkill  in  the  ceconomy 
of  human  life  j and,  chriftianity  is  a fublimer 
kind  of  wifdom. 

The  queftion  then,  “ why  hath  the  al- 
mighty made  fo  great  a difference  in  the  re- 
ligious circumftances  of  his  creatures  ?”  is 
of  a fimilar  nature  with  another  queftion, 
“ why  hath  he  made  fo  great  a difference 
in  their  natural  endowments  ?”  The  an- 
fwer  is  the  fame  to  both  ; becaufe  it  feem- 
eth  to  him  good ; to  him,  who  in  manifold 
wifdom  hath  fo  tempered  this  diverfity,  as 
to  be  every  where  confident  with  particular, 
and,  in  an  higher  degree,  productive  of  ge- 
neral happinefs. 
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Let  us  rejoice,  therefore,  that  God  who, 
in  wonderful  fubordination,  hath  conftituted 
various  ranks  and  orders  of  his  creatures, 
hath  placed  us  at  their  head;  hath  elevated 
us  to  the  powers  and  capacities  of  man. 
But,  more  let  us  rejoice,  that  he  hathraifed 
us  above  many  of  our  fellows,  by  calling  us 
to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  gofpel  of 
his  fon. 

Nor  let  us  cenfure,  as  partial  and  unjuft, 
that  wifdom,  which  hath  denied  to  others 
thofe  graces,  which  it  hath  poured  down 
with  fuch  rich  profufion  upon  ourfelves. 
Let  us  be  thankful  for  our  better  hopes ; 
and  leave  the  nations,  which  are  involved 
in  heathen  ignorance,  to  the  fure,  though 
uncovenanted  mercies  of  their  God. 

All  this,  it  may  be  faid,  is  the  language 
of  reafon  ; but  is  it  the  language  of  the  fcrip- 
tures  ? 

Hear  then  the  words  of  the  apoftle,  “ in- 
dignation and  wrath  ; tribulation  and  an- 
guifh  upon  every  foul  of  man  that  doeth 
evil ; of  the  jew  find,  and  allb  of  the  gentile  : 
but  glory,  honour,  and  peace  to  every  man 
that  worketh  good,  to  the  jew  firft,  and 
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alfo  to  the  gentile  ; for  there  is  no  refped 
of  perfon  s with  God.”* 

But,  if  the  almighty  refpe&eth  not  the 
perfon  of  the  jew,  neither  will  he  refpedtthe 
perfon  of  the  chriftian.  Thou  compared 
with  the  heathen,  art  now  in  the  fame  fix- 
ation with  the  jew  of  old.  Favourite  of 
•heaven  ! tremble  at  the  prefent  bounty  of  thy 
God.  A miftake,  founded  originally  on 
uncharitablenefs  and  pride,  has  been  un- 
happily fupported  by  the  political  eftablifh- 
ments  of  every  chriftian  country.  People, 
obferving  that  certain  privileges  and  emolu- 
ments are  granted  exclufively  to  the  pro- 
fefiors  of  a particular  faith,  in  confequenceof 
fuch  profefiion,  are  too  apt  to  forget,  that  it 
is  only  in  this  world  that  fuch  diftindtions  are 
allowed.  Piety  and  virtue  are  the  only  re- 
commendations to  our  creator’s  favour:  they 
form  the  foie  diftindtion,  in  the  courts  of 
heaven. 

Ignorance,  then,  is  not  culpable  where 
it  is  invincible;  nor  is  knowledge  praife- 
worthy,  except  in  proportion  to  the  labour 
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jfpent  in  its  acquirement,  and  the  beneficent 
purpofes  to  which  it  is  directed. 

The  herds  and  flocks  which  graze  upon 
thy  paftures,  enjoy  their  fhare  of  happinefs 
with  calm  content : they  neither  envy  the 
more  rational  enjoyments,  nor  are  refponfi- 
ble  for  the  fuperior  advantages,  and  more 
fplendid  ftation  of  their  lord.  The  unen- 
lightened indian,  the  objetft  of  thy  proud 
compaflion,  may  do  more  than  this ; it  may 
be,  he  rejoices  that  he  is  acquainted,  nei- 
ther with  the  faith,  nor  the  crimes  of  chrif- 
tian  men.  And,  it  maybe,  with  reafon  that 
he  rejoices ; for  unlefs  the  tenor  of  thy  life 
{hall  exactly  correfpond  with  the  degree  of 
knowledge  which  heaven  hath  afforded  thee, 
thy  fate  fhall  be  worfe  than  his. 

The  knowledge  of  the  gofpel,  therefore, 
is  like  the  reft  of  the  gifts  of  heaven,  much 
to  be  prized,  and  carefully  to  be  improved  : 
but,  if  negletfted,  it  muft  turn  to  our  con- 
fulion. 

In  the  indulgence  of  the  primary  powers 
and  capacities  of  man  ; in  the  advantages 
arifing  from  our  birth  in  a chriftian  country, 
we  have  reafon  to  bkfs  our  creator’s  bounty, 
II,  ' H 
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ill  being  thus  furnifhed  with  the  means  of 
acquiring  happineE  : but  the  adtual  acquifi- 
tion  of  it,  mull:  depend  upon  ourfelves. 

The  different  powers  and  capacities  be- 
llowed upon  the  different  creatures  of  the 
almighty,  are  fubjeft  to  no  other  rule  than 
his  own  good  pleafure  : but,  with  refpedt 
to  his  judgments,  the  cafe  is  widely  diffe- 
rent. Reward  and  punifhment  imply  pre- 
vious merit  and  demerit  they  imply  a nice 
attention  to  the  circumflances  and  fituation 
of  the  objedf,  to  the  degree  of  knowledge, 
the  violence  of  the  temptation,  and  to  in- 
numerable other  particulars,  which,  though 
they  efcape  the  notice  of  an  earthly  tribunal, 
are  minutely  recorded  in  the  book  of  heaven. 
Scripture,  holy  fcripture,  always  confident 
with  right  reafon  and  itfelf,  reprefents  all 
nations  and  kindreds  of  men  as  (landing  be- 
fore the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift.  Every 
plea,  which  can  be  urged  in  alleviation  of  a 
departure  from  the  rules  of  righteoufnefs,  will 
there  be  admitted  ; and,  every  circumftance, 
which  has  aggravated  the  guilt  of  the  of- 
fender, will  aggravate  his  condemnation. 
How  much  foever,  therefore,  the  courfe  of 

jullice 
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juftice  upon  earth  may  be  oppofed  by  vio- 
lence, or  corrupted  by  deceit,  in  heaven  it 
bows  with  an  uninterrupted  and  unfullied 
bream  ; and  happinefs  will  ever  be  the  fruit 
of  true  defert. 

Know  then  all  thou  canfi,  but  forget  not 
to  praftife  according  as  thou  knoweft  ; for, 
in  proportion  to  the  improvement  of  thy 
powers  and  capacities  of  adrion,  fhall  be  the 
future  mercies  of  thy  omnifcient  judge. 

The  name  of  chriftian  is  honourable  ; 
honourable  alfo  is  the  name  of  man ; im- 
prove thy  natural  abilities ; improve  thy 
chriftian  privileges;  and  great  and  happy 
fhall  be  thy  lot.  Thou  now  art  elevated 
above  the  beafts  that  perifh ; thou  ftialt  rife 
in  glory  to  the  condition  of  angels,  which 
incircle  the  throne  of  the  ever  blefied  God. 

But,  will  the  fame  virtues  which  are  re- 
quired of  the  chriftian,  be  accepted  alfo  with 
equal  complacency  from  the  jew,  the  turk, 
the  heathen,  the  infidel  ? Abundant  reafon 
have  we  to  conclude  fo  from  this  flngle  con- 
iideration,  that  in  every  in  fiance  of  divine 
communication,  under  every  period  of  the 
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divine  ceconomy,  fuch  virtues  are  invari- 
ably and  emphatically  injoined. 

For  “ what  doth  the  lord  require  of  thee  ?” 
faith  the  prophet  Micah.*  “ What  doth  the 
lord  require  of  thee,  but  to  do  juftly,  to 
love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy 
God  ?” 

It  is  the  advice  of  Solomon,  to  “ fear  God, 
and  keep  his  commandments  ; for  this  is  the 
whole  duty  of  man.’  -f-  It  is  the  aftertion  of 
one  greater  than  Solomon : for  “ when  a cer- 
tain lawyer  hood  up,  and  tempted  Jefus,  fay- 
ing, Maher,  what  fhall  I do  to  inherit  eternal 
life  ? he  faid  unto  him,  what  is  written  in 
the  law?  howreadeh  thou?  And  he,  anfwer- 
ing,  faid,  thou  fhaltlove  the  lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul, 
and  with  all  thy  hrength,  and  with  all  thy 
mind  ; and  thy  neighbour,  as  thyfelf.  And 
he  faid  unto  him,  thou  hah  anfwered  right : 
this  do,  and  thou  fhall  live.  $ And,  by  a 
pradice  conformable  to  this  decifion,  he  ap- 
proved himfelf  the  faviour  of  the  world. 

Loft 


* Micah  vi.  8.  + Ecclcs  xii.  13. 

t Luke  x.  25,  263  27,  28. 
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Loft  in  perpetual  uncertainties  and  doubts, 
diftraded  with  the  various  purfuits  of  an 
happinefs,  which  cannot  be  obtained  in  thefe 
tranfitory  fcenes,  the  fons  of  men  long  wan- 
dered comfortlefs,  and  defponding,  in  the 
night  of  error  ; feduced  by  each  alluring 
form  of  vice  and  immorality  ; a prey  to  me- 
lancholy and  defpair  : but,  when  the  fun  of 
righteoufnefs  arofe,  the  darknefs  of  igno- 
rance every  where  retired  before  its  invigo- 
rating ray.  Man,  intruded  by  the  facred 
leffons  of  celeffial  wifdom,  engaged  with 
induftry  and  ardour  in  the  purfuit  of  virtue; 
and  the  affiirance  afforded  in  the  gofpel,  that 
the  almighty  being,  who  firft  created  us, 
and  breathed  into  us  the  breath  of  life, 
will  re-animate  each  nobler  faculty  of  the 
foul,  though  flumbering  in  the  dull,  gave 
a flrength  and  efficacy  to  the  exhortations 
of  his  beloved  fon,  which  demonflrated  his 
title  to  the  charader  of  the  faviour  and  re- 
deemer of  mankind. 

Upon  fuch  authorities,  then,  I will  ven- 
ture to  pronounce  it  to  be  an  immutable, 
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and  eternal  truth,  that  virtue,  under  every' 
difpenfation,  hath  the  promife  of  our  crea- 
tor’s favour. 

It  hath  been  ufual,  indeed,  to  declaim 
much  upon  the  effects  which  the  fall  of 
Adam  hath  had  upon  the  reafon  of  our  fpe- 
cies.  But,  if  we  are  to  believe  that  man 
u has  no  power  to  do  good  works,  pleafant 
and  acceptable  to  God,  without  the  grace  of 
God,  by  Chrift,  preventing  us,”  * to  what 
purpofe  have  they  been  required  under  dif- 
penfations  fo  long  antecedent  to  Chrift’s 
coming ; and  why  are  they  ftill  required  of 
thofe  to  whom  the  laws  of  his  gofpel  have 
not  yet  been  published  ? if  “ man  be  of 
his  own  nature  inclined  to  evil,  fo  that  the 
fleih  lufteth  always  contrary  to  the  fpirit,”^ 
one  of  the  ftrongeft  inducements  to  a courfe 
of  virtue  ; an  inducement,  which  arifes  from 
the  pleasure,  the  joy,  the  tranfport  of  an 
approving  conference,  is  intirely  deftroyed. 
For  conscience  is  a word  without  a mean- 
ing, unlefs  we  are  perfuaded,  that  what  is 

approved 

* Article  x,  f Rom.  ii.  6 — 16. 

% Article  ix. 


( i°3  ) 

approved  by  our  reafpn,  will  be  accepted  by 
our  God. 

The  man,  therefore,  who,  in  all  the  re- 
lations and  circumflances  of  life,  labours  to 
perform  a juft  and  honourable  part;  who  is 
punctual  in  all  his  dealings,  placable  to  his 
adverfaries,  and  beneficent  to  the  extent  of 
his  capacity  and  power;  who  humbles  him- 
felf  in  the, fight  of  his  heavenly  father ; who 
looks  up  to  him  for  affiftance,  in  every 
difficulty  and  diftrefs ; and  ftudies  to  tranf- 
fer  into  his  heart  the  benevolent  and  opera- 
tive principles  of  the  gofpel,  will  infallibly 
be  accepted  by  him,  whatever  be  the  num- 
ber, or  the  nature  of  the  docftrines,  which 
he  profeftes  in  his  creed.  Although  differ- 
ing from  all  mankind  with  refpedt  to  points 
called  fundamentals  in  religion ; although 
excluded  from  the  community  of  every 
church  upon  the  habitable  globe,  he  will 
be  a church  to  himfelf;  and,  if  ever  zea- 
lous to  improve  in  the  practice,  of  each  di- 
vine and  focial  duty,  he  will  rife  to  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  moft  perfect  happinefs  which 
human  nature  is  capable  of  receiving,  from 

H 4 the 


( i°4  ) 

the  unbounded  benignity  of  the  univerfal 
parent. 

It  is  the  plaftic  hand  of  that  univerfal  pa- 
rent which  hath  worked  into  our  conftitu- 
tion  the  fined;  feelings  of  humanity.  Let 
us  obey  their  influence  in  every  ad  of  life; 
the  errors  of  our  judgment  fhall  pafs  unno- 
ticed before  his  high  tribunal.  Veneration 
for  that  mighty  being,  whofe  creative  word 
firfi:  formed  us  from  the  duft  of  earth,  whofe 
providential  arm  fupports  our  fteps,  is  cer- 
tainly the  firfi;  and  greateft  of  all  human 
duties,  as  it  is  one  of  the  firfi;  emotions 
which  affed  the  mind  of  a rational  and  de- 
pendent creature. 

The  afredions  of  a father,  brother, 
friend,  are  affedions  of  our  common  na- 
ture. They  are  not  the  growth  of  any  par- 
ticular foil  or  climate,  more  kindly  than 
the  reft.  The  God  who  fowed  thefe  feeds 
of  virtue  in  our  breafts,  fhall,  therefore, 
blefs  the  increafe,  under  whatever  profef- 
fion  of  faith  it  may  have  been  matured. 

• If  there  be  a religion  upon  earth  which 
God  detefts,  it  muft  be  the  religion  from 
which  we  profefs  tp  have  reformed  : be- 
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caufe  it  is  a religion  founded  upon  inhu- 
manity, and  eredted  in  oppofition  to  the 
common  rights  of  men. 

The  religion  which  God  requireth  of  all, 
is  a religion  at  once  fimple,  and  pure: 
it  fpeaketh  an  “ uniform  language  unto 
all  nations.  It  is  intelligible  to  every  fen- 
fible  being.  It  is  not  furrounded  by  £ha- 
dows  and  myfteries  ; it  is  clear,  it  is  en- 
graved on  every  heart,  in  indelible  charac- 
ters. Its  decrees  are  fecure  from  the  re- 
volutions of  empire,  the  injuries  of  time, 
and  the  caprice  of  cuflom.  Every  virtuous 
man  is  its  pried: ; errors  and  vices  are  its 
vidtims;  the  univerfe  its  altar ; and  God  the 
only  divinity  it  adores.  Morality  is  the 
fum  and  fubftance  of  this  religion.  When 
we  are  rational,  we  are  pious ; when  we  are 
ufeful,  we  are  virtuous  ; when  we  are  bene- 
volent, we  are  righteous  and  juft.” 

Learn,  therefore,  to  confider  adls  of  piety, 
humanity,  and  juftice,  as  of  the  higheft 
confequence  to  thy  well-being ; they  are 
adts  approved  both  by  God  and  man ; they 
conditute  the  dignity,  the  ornament  of  thy 
nature;  they  are  the  genuine  fruits  of  a 
lively  faith  in  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel : 

but 
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but,  wherever  found,  their  memorial  fhall 
never  be  forgotten. 

If  a fuperior  knowledge  of  thy  duty  ; if  a 
clearer  prefped  of  thy  great  reward ; if  the 
bright  example  of  thy  faviour,  be  in  thee  pro- 
ductive of  a purer  life,  rejoice  in  the  name 
of  chriftian  ; thou  haft  reafon  for  thy  joy. 
But,  let  the  words  of  the  apoftle  alfo  be  im- 
printed on  thy  mind;  let  them  animate  thee 
to  every  ufeful  virtue,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  confound  thy  pride:  “ God  is  no  refpec- 
ter  of  perfons;  but,  in  every  nation,  he  that 
feareth  him,  and  worketh  righteoufnefs,  is 
accepted  with  him.” 

Now  to  the  one,  almighty,  everlafting 
God,  be  aferibed  all  might,  power,  ma- 
jefty,  and  dominion,  through  Jefus  Chrift: 
our  Lord ! 
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VI. 

PREACHED  BEFORE  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 
CAMBRIDGE,  SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  27 » 
1772. 


ACTS  XV.  10. 

<f  NOW,  THEREFORE,  WHY  TEMPT  YE 
GOD,  TO  PUT  A YOKE  UPON  THE  NECKS 
OF  THE  DISCIPLES,  WHICH  NEITHER 
OUR  FATHERS  NOR  WE  WERE  ABLE  TO 
BEAR  ?”* 


It  hath  frequently  been  obferved,  with 
refpedt  to  civil  laws,  that  fuch  as  are  enadded 
in  oppofition  to  the  prevaling  difpofition, 
fentiments,  and  manners  of  a people,  in- 

ftead 

[*  The  editor  is  aware,  that  by  much  the  greater  part 
of  the  following  fermon  will  be  found  in  the  fourth, 
eighth,  and  fourteenth  numbers  of  “ Every  man  his 
own  prieft,”  re-printed  in  the  third  volume  of  the  pre- 
fent  work.  But  it  is  conceived,  that  the  argument  is 
more  connected,  and,  confequently,  more  forcibly  itated 
in  the  fermon,  than  in  the  detached  papers  above  re- 
ferred 
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ftead  of  operating  according  to  the  defign  of 
the  legiflator,  are  themfelves  more  likely  to 
give  way  to  the  impulfe  of  thofe  paffions 
which  they  were  intended  to  refrain. 

This  obfervatiop  ftrikes  us  with  double 
force,  when  we  conlider  the  fpirit  of  thofe 
religious  inftitutfons,  which,  eftablifhed  on 
the  ruins  of  right  reafon,  oppofe  themfelves  at 
the  fame  time  to  every  privilege  of  nature,  and 
fociety ; and  inculcate  a practice,  repugnant 
to  the  beft  emotions  of  the  human  mind. 

But  thofe  inftitutions,  whether  of  a civil, 

or 

ferred  to.  This  circumftance,  added  to  the  remem  - 
brance of  the  converfation  it  occafioned  in  the  unwr- 
fity  of  Cambridge,  at  the  time  it  was  preached,  feemed 
to  require  its  publication  in  its  original  form.  Not- 
withftanding  which,  the  editor  did  not  think  himfelf 
at  liberty  to  cancel  thofe  papers,  in  which  fo  much  of  it 
was  afterwards  given  to  the  public,  as  fuch  omiffion 
would  have  interfered  in  the  regular  feries  of  their  pub- 
lication, And,  befides,  from  this  very  fact,  he  is  en- 
abled to  prove,  what  from  his  own  obfervation  he  knows 
to  be  true,  that  the  efTays  which  our  author  fo  frequently 
fent  to  the  public  prints  of  this  time,  with  whatever 
facility  and  promptitude  they  were  compofed,  were  in 
their  matter,  the  refult  of  reflection  and  ftudy. 

Something  fimilar  might  have  been  obferved  of  part 
of  the  fecond  fermon,  but  the  occafion  did  not  appear  to 
require  particular  notice,] 
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or  religious  nature,  which  breathe  a fpirit 
friendly  to  the  interefts  of  fociety,  to  the 
intereft  of  man  •,  which  inculcate  principles 
fweetly  refponflve  to  the  voice  of  reafon, 
and  harmonioufly  confenting  with  the  focial 
movements  of  the  foul,  we  accept  with  wil- 
ling hearts,  and  bow  without  reluctance  to 
their  juft  and  generous  fway. 

Refiftlefs,  therefore,  may  we  reafonably 
expedt,  will  be  the  progrefs  of  the  religion 
of  the  gofpel  in  that  day,  when  every  im- 
pediment fhall  be  removed,  which  at  pre- 
fent  obftrudts  our  view,  and  conceals  from 
our  inquiry  the  proper  value  of  her  pre- 
cepts, and  the  fupreme  authority  of  her  com- 
mands. More  refplendent  in  her  own  na- 
tive purity,  than  in  the  falfe,  factitious  luftre 
of  human  decorations,  the  then  fhall  wide- 
ly diffufe  her  calm  and  fteady  light : the 
fhades  of  ignorance  and  vice  (hall  be  difpel- 
led  : and  every  form  and  phantom,  which 
fuperftition  and  enthufiafm  have  called  up, 
fhall  gradually  retire  from  the  majefty  of 
her  prefence,  or  be  at  once  extinguifhed  in 
the  effulgence  of  her  everlafting  glory. 

A firm  belief  in  the  truths  of  chriftianity. 
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as  exhibited  in  the  fcriptures,  leads,  by  a na- 
tural and  eafy  proigrefs,  to  juft  and  honourable 
principles,  to  a juft  and  honourable  practice ; 
and,  particularly  conduces  to  the  generation 
and  fupport  of  that  noble  independency  of 
lpirit,  on  which  each  great  and  truly  patri- 
otic virtue  refts,  liable  indeed  to  be  afiailed 
by  the  winds  and  waves,  but  like  the  houfe 
upon  a rock,  to  be  aft  ailed  in  vain. 

The  reftoration,  therefore,  of  the  word 
of  God  to  that  fupremacy,  which  it  fo  juftly 
claims  above  the  precarious  traditions  of  fal- 
lible men,  mediately  tends  to  the  produc- 
tion of  each  public  virtue,  and  the  lafting 
eftablifhment  of  thofe  conftitutional  privi- 
leges, which,  as  engliftimen,  it  is  our  duty 
to  revere. 

But,  however  intimate  the  connexion 
may  appear,  between  religious  knowledge 
and  the  public  welfare ; it  has  been  fre- 
quently infmuated,  and  fometimes  openly 
after  ted,  that  the  abolition  of  fubfcription  to 
fyftematical  confeftions  of  faith  and  dodtrine, 
is  a meafure,  which,  were  it  adopted  by  the 
ruling  powers,  would  immediately  lead  to 
the  annihilation  of  all  religious  principle 

in 
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in  the  people,  and  probably  end  in  the  fub- 
verlion  of  the  date  itfelf.* 

On  the  contrary,  it  has  been  maintained, 
by  authorities  no  lefs  refpedtable,  •f  that  the 
fubditution  of  a general  fubfcription  to  the 
truth  of  chriftianity,  as  contained  in  the 
fcriptures,  in  the  place  of  a fubfcription  to 
thofe  antiquated  formularies,  which  are  now 
almod  univerfally  fuppofed  to  hold  forth  a 
falfe  reprefentation  of  the  gofpel,  would,  by 
unfettering  the  minds  of  men,  lead  to  a more 
accurate  inveftigation,  and  more  pra&ical 
knowledge  of  the  faving  words  of  truth  ; 
and  thus  add  to  the  liability  of  kingdoms, 
and  the  happinefs  of  the  individuals  who 
compofe  them, 

A repugnance,  fo  irreconcilable  between 
two  concluiions,  cannot  but  be  referred  to 
fome  repugnance,  no  lefs  irreconcilable,  be- 
tween the  premifes  from  which  they  are  de- 
duced j and  yet,  in  a controverfy  which  has 
fo  long  agitated  the  patiions  of  men,  one 
might  have  imagined,  that  firft  principles  at 
lead,  were  fettled,  and  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion 

* See  “ A charge  delivered  in  the  year  1772,  by 
Thomas  Balguy,  D.D.” 
t See  “ The  confeffional,” 
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tion,  by  this  time,  left  to  be  decided  by  found 
argument,  and  liberal  difcuffion,  But,  un- 
happily, this  is  not  the  fadt.  We  hill 
continue  to  lay  down  pofitions,  as  prejudice 
or  party  didtates  j and  are  too  apt  to  fupport 
them  by  a zeal  and  perfeverance,  defensible 
only  in  thofe  cafes,  in  which  we  are  con- 
fcious  of  having  given  to  the  world,  un- 
questionable proofs  of  accuracy  of  investi- 
gation, and  fobriety  of  judgment. 

Since,  however,  in  confequence  of  thefe 
difcutfions,  the  attention  of  the  public  is  at 
length  called  to  the  queflion  concerning  the 
propriety  of  requiring  fubfcription  to  human 
articles  of  faith  and  dodtrine  in  proteStant 
churches  j*  it  will  not,  I truSt,  be  thought 
either  an  unfeafonable,  or  an  uninterefting 
fubjedt  for  our  prefent  inquiry,  if,  with  a 
view  of  throwing  light  upon  thofe  principles, 
on  which  the  merits  of  this  important  con- 
troversy reft,  we  endeavour. 

In  the  firft  place,  to  explain  the  intrinfic 
nature  andunalienableprivileges  of  a chriftian 
church. 

And, 

\ * 

* By  the  petition  to  the  legislature  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  fubfcription. 
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And,  then,  proceed  to  the  conftderatron  of 
thofe  "rights  and  privileges  of  chriftian  people, 
in  the  cafe  of  churches  eftabl  idled  by  law. 

A chriftian  church,  in  ftrift  propriety  of 
fpeech,  fuggefts  to  us  no  other  idea  than, 
that  of  an  aftembly  of  perfons  met  together 
in  the  name  of  Chrift,  with  an  avowed  in- 
tent of  wof (hipping  the  God  and  father  of 
mankind  * It  may  eafily  be  collected,  from 
the  hiftory  of  the  planting  of  the  gofpel, 
that  chriftian  churches,  at  their  firft  forma- 
tion, were  focieties  merely  voluntary.  And 
it  is  no  lefs  certain,  that,  whatever  defer- 
ence was  then  paid  to  the  primary  founders 
of  fuch  churches,  in  matters  of  difcipline 
and  worfhip,  fimilar  focieties  muft  nowfub- 
iift  by  the  aid  of  laws  and  regulations,  de- 
rived from  no  other  authority  than  the  con- 
lent  of  the  members  who  compote  them. 

As  a right  is,  undoubtedly,  vefted  in  the 

majority 

[*  c‘  Unto  the  church  of  God  which  is  at  Corinth, 
to  them  that  are  famdified  in  Chrift  Jefus,  called  to  be 
faints,  with  all  that  ill  every  place,  are  called  by  the 
name  of  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and  ours, 
i Cor.  i.  2.  See  Lindfey’s  “ Two  Difiertations,”  p. 
p,  94—97.  See  alfo  Rom.  xvi.  5.  and  Colof.  iv.  15, 
where  fingle  families,  aftemblcd  for  the  purpofe  of  reli- 
gious worfliip,  are  considered  as  churches,  &c,  &c.] 

II.  I 


( ”4  ) 

majority  of  fuch  fociety  to  expel  thofe  per- 
fons,  whofe  condud  is  not  regulated  by  an 
attention  to  its  laws ; fo  a reciprocal  right 
is  evidently  referved,  to  every  fingle  mem- 
ber, to  withdraw  himfelf  whenever  it  fliall 
appear  expedient;  and  this  without  the  fub- 
tradion  or  diminution  of  any  privilege,  dig- 
nity, or  emolument,  to  which  he  may  be 
entitled  as  a fubjed  of  the  civil  power. 

A fociety,  thus  conftituted,  may  decree 
whatever  rites  and  ceremonies  it  fhall  judge 
conducive  to  the  edification  of  its  members 
in  faith  and  love ; but  cannot,  confifiently 
with  the  allegiance  every  member  is  under 
to  his  fpiritual  fovereign,  fubmit  to  the  in- 
trodudion  of  any  human  formulary  of  faith 
and  dodrine  whatfoever,  as  the  teft  of  found 
and  orthodox  belief.  And  this,  becaufe,  as 
chriftians,  we  acknowledge  the  rule  of  faith, 
and  the  rule  of  life  to  have  been  fully  and 
circumftantially  revealed  by  our  divine  in- 
ftrudor ; and  to  be  now,  with  all  faithful- 
nefs  and  perfpicuity,  declared  to  us  in  the 
writings  of  fuch  of  his  followers,  as  were 
immediately  delegated  by  himfelf,  to  convert 
mankind  to  an  obedience  to  his  laws. 

Chriftian 


( «5  ) 

Chriflian  churches  may,  unqueftionably, 
be  diftinguifhed  from  each  other  by  varieties 
in  their  form  of  worfhip,  modes  of  difci- 
pline,  or  internal  polity.  The  church  of 
Corinth  may  adopt  rites  and  ceremonies, 
which  the  church  of  Ephefus  doth  not  ap- 
prove. But,  a diverfity  of  dodrine,  even 
in  matters  which  have  frequently  been 
efteemed  fundamental,  can  never  be  de- 
monstrated to  confiitute,  either  in  whole, 
or  in  part,  a proper  ground  or  reafon  for 
this  dillindion.  Every  individual  in  each 
of  thefe  focieties,  however  differing  in  fen- 
timent  from  his  brethren,  with  refped  to 
any  point  of  faith  expreffed  in  humanly- 
devifed  forms  of  fpeech,  has  a right  to  con- 
tinue in  communion  with  all  the  members 
of  his  own  particular  churchy*  'may  be 
equally  a member  of  Chrift’s  catholic 
church ; and,  if  found  obedient  to  the  moral 
precepts  of  the  gofpel,  will,  hereafter,  be 
equally  entitled  to  his  faviour’s  approbation, 
and  the  favourable  acceptance  of  his  God. 

I 2 The, 

* As  long  as  he  conforms  to  their  rules  and  cercmo- 
Ecs,  he  certainly^has  a right  to  continue,  as  well  as  a 
liberty  0f  departing.  His  confcience  muft  determine 
when  the  fociety  becomes  too  corrupt,  or  contrary  t<? 
what  he  thinks  the  truth, 


\ 
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The  members  of  this  fociety  may  alfo  Set 
apart  whatever  portion  of  their  private  pa- 
trimony they  fhall  think  expedient,  for  the 
purpofe  of  engaging  perfons  to  officiate  in 
its  religious  worffiip.  And  it  is  obvious, 
that  fuch  fervice  may,  at  the  diferetion  of 
the  fociety,  be  conduced  either  in  the  mode 
of  extemporary  prayer,  or  according  to  a 
pre-conceived  form. 

It  may  alfo  appear  expedient,  in  fuch  a 
congregation,  to  allow  an  additional  provi- 
lion  for  the  appointment  of  a perfon,  whofe 
office  it  fhall  be,  to  explain  the  meaning, 
and  to  recommend  the  practice  of  God’s 
written  word,  according  to  the  beft  of  his 
capacity  and  power. 

But,  for  fuch  a fociety  to  require,  from 
its  teacher,  a fubferibed  declaration  of  his 
belief  in  any  formulary  of  man’s  device, 
would  be  both  impious  and  un wife.  It 
would  be  impious,  inafmuch  as  it  would  be 
fubftituting  the  precarious  opinions  of  fal- 
lible men,  in  the  place  of  that  word,  which 
God  revealed.*  It  would  be  unwife,  inaf- 

< much 

* It  may  be  faid,  that  the  magiftrate  may  plead  con- 
ference. It  is  my  purpofe  only  to  fliow,  from  principles 
of  reafon  and  the  authority  of  feripture  that,  that  con- 
ic ience 
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much  as  it  would  retrain  the  powers  of  the 
preacher  in  the  execution  of  his  duty ; and 
deprive  him  of  the  opportunity  of  affording 
to  his  conflituents  that  information  and  in- 
ftrudtion,  which  were  the  chief  reafons  of. 
his  appointment  to  his  ufeful  and  important 
truft.  The  chriftian  and  proteflant.  engage- 
ment in  the  ordination  of  priefts,  may  be 
oppofed  to  the  contrary  fubfcription  to  the 
thirty- fixth  canon;  although  both  of  them 
are  made  at  the  fame  time,  and  as  a neceffary 
qualification  to  the  fame  office  : in  fuch  a 
cafe,  the  minifter  would  lign,  with  one  hand, 
an  obligation  to  ftudy  the  revealed  written 
word  of  God,  and  to  unfold  to  his  congre- 
gation every  important  dodtrine,  every  fub- 
ftantial  duty,  which,  in  his  own  apprehen- 
fion,  it  contains ; and,  with  the  other,  he 
would  execute  a bond,  whereby  he  engages, 
to  abide  by  the  interpretation  of  others  ; and, 

I 3 to, 

fcience  will  be  an  erroneous  one  ^ and,  in  fad,  to  be  vin- 
dicated only  upon  the  idea,  that  God  will  pardon  impiety 
and  idolatry,  when  ads  of  each  proceed  from  an  in- 
vincible ignorance.  God,  who  knoweth  the  heart, 
knoweth  when  to  pardon,  and  when  to  condemn,  but  it 
is  our  duty  to  explore,  and  to  declare,  that  which  ap- 
pears to  be  juft  and  right. 
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te  teach  his  congregation  nothing,  but  what 
they  underftood,  or  fuppofed  they  underdood, 
before  they  folicited  his  afliftance  or  advice. 

Before  I enter  upon  my  fecond  inquiry 
into  the  rights  and  privileges  referved  to 
chridian  people,  in  the  cafe  of  churches 
edablilhed  by  law,  I mud  obferve,  that  all 
religious  affemblies  whatfoever,  whether 
congregated  in  the  name  of  Mofes,  the 
name  of  Jefus,  or  the  name  of  Mahomet, 
have  an  equal  claim  to  be  protected  by  the 
date.  The  right  of  worfhipping  our  crea- 
tor, in  that  form  and  manner  which  we 
ourfelves  approve,  is  a right  with  which  we 
were  inverted,  previoufly  to  the  formation 
of  the  focial  compact:*  upon  our  entrance 
into  fociety,  we  cannot,  without  impiety, 
refign  it.  A ftronger  bond  than  that  of 
loyalty  to  a temporal  monarch  Ihould  re- 
drain  us.  We  already  are  fubjedts  of  an- 
other fovereign  ; and  therefore  cannot,  for 
a moment,  be  confenting  to  an  alienation  of 

our 

* £c  I have  long  looked  on  liberty  of  confcience  as 
One  of  the  rights  of  human  nature  antecedent  to  fociety.” 
Burnet  in  his  “ Hid.  of  his  own  Times,” 
vol.  ii.  364.  fol.  edit. 
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our  fervice,  confidently  with  our  allegiance 
to  the  king  of  kings. 

I refign,  indeed,  to  the  magiflrate  the 
power  of  avenging  thofe  temporal  wrongs 
which  I fuffer  from  men  of  like  pafiions  with 
myfelf : my  civil  liberty,  in  find,  depends 
uponthat-unrefervedfubmiflion,  which  I owe, 
in  common  with  my  fellow  fubjefts,  to  thofe 
equal  laws,  which,  without  refped  of  per- 
fons,  guard  my  property,  my  reputation, 
and  my  life.  But,  when  I turn  my  views 
to  future  happinefs,  I look  not  to  the  perfon. 
of  the  magi  ft  rate  for  information ; he  is  a 
weak,  frail,  ignorant,  erring  mortal,  like 
myfelf : I diredt  my  ardent,  folemn  fuppli- 
cations  to  the  tremendous  majefty  of  heaven, 
and  humbly  confide  in  that  word,  which  the 
almighty  hath  been  pleafed,  in  mercy,  to 
reveal  : I fearch  with  my  own  eyes,,  and  my 
own  underftanding,  in  earned  folicitude, 
for  that  truth,  in  the  difeovery  of  which,  I 
am  fo  immediately  and  fo  deeply  concerned. 
And,  as  the  power  of  the  greated  monarch 
upon  earth  cannot  pofiibly  deliver  me  from 
the  dominion  of  the  grave,  I will,  in  religious 

1 4 matters. 
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matters,  bow  to  him  alone,  who  is  lord  of 
life  and  death. 

Bat  this  original  and  unalienable  right  of 
every  individual  in  fociety  to  chule  his  form 
of  worShip,  precludes  not  the  public  insti- 
tution of  religious  establishments:  the  in- 
trinsic nature,  and  contingent  circumstances 
of  which,  I Shall  now  confider. 

The  formation  of  a religious  establishment 
in  any  nation,  is  fubfequent  to  the  formation 
of  the  Social  compact,  and  owes  its  existence, 
folely  to  an  a£t  of  the  legislative  power. 

It  conSiSts,  in  the  appropriation  of  a part 
of  the  public  treafiire,  to  the  purpofe  of  de- 
fraying the  expenfes  of  the  public  worihip.* 

The  form  of  prayer,  the  rights  and  ordi- 
nances which  are  connected  with  it,  the 
manner  of  creating  the  various  orders  of  mi- 
nisters who  officiate  in  the  fervi'ee,  together 
with  the  juft  extent  of  the  ecclefiaftical  jurif- 
di&ion,  muSt  alfo  be  fettled  and  defined,  at 
the  diferetion  of  the  State. -f 

But, 

* The  minority  Should  not  be  obliged  to  pay  for  doc- 
trines, not  uferul  to  the  State. 

■\  In  order  to  prevent  mistakes,  I would  be  under-, 
flood  to  mean,  that  tli is  ecclefiaftical  jurifdidtion,  as 
fettled  and  defined  by  the  Slate,  Should  confine  itfelf  in-» 

tirely 
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But,  the  form  of  public  worfhip, 
blifhed  by  this  authority,  ought  to  reft  upon 

the  broadeft  bafis.  Infomuch,  that  fhould 

«•  » N 

there  be  a country  in  which  jews,  mahome- 
tans,  and  chriftians  are  united  under  the 
fame  civil  government,  without  any  great 
inequality  of  numbers,  the  form  of  worfhip 
publicly  endowed,  fhould,  if  poffible,  befram- 
ed  in  fuch  a manner  as  to  comprehend  them 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  power  of 
revifing  and  correcting  fuch  eftablifhment-, 
according  to  the  improving  judgment  of 

the 


tirely  to  the  regulation  of  the  deportment  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  clergy.  The  coercive  jurifdiCtion  of  the  magiftrate 
in  religious  matters,  reaches  not  to  the  lay-members* 
even  of  his  own  communion  ; much  lefs  to  thofe,  who 
diffent  from  the  eftablifhed  form  of  public  worfhip.  With 
refpeCt  to  fecurity  from  interruption  in  our  religious 
exercifes,  all  focieties  have  the  fame  claim  to  protection, 
with  thofe  which  are  eftablifhed  by  law. 

f The  idea  is  not  fo  impracticable,  as  may  at  firft 
be  thought.  Jews,  chriftians,  mahometaps,  &c.  united 
lender  the  fame  government,  and  the  fame  laws,  receive 
national  bleflings  : why  fhould  they  not  unite  in  return- 
ing national  praife,  and  national  thankfgiving  ? Secur- 
ing to  them,  however,  the  right  of  feparate  congrega- 
tions, if  they  are  defirous  of  making  their  acknowledge- 
ments for  any  other  than  national  concerns. 
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the  nation,  fhould  not  be  foreclofed  by  fan- 
guinary  and  oppreffive  laws.  A legal  and 
unlimited  permiffion,  ihould  be  granted  to 
the  profeifors  of  each  particular  religion, 
to  worihip  the  almighty  in  that  form  and 
manner,  which  is  more  peculiarly  pieafing 
to  themfelves,  referving  for  this  purpofe  a 
proportional  part  of  the  public  fund  appro- 
priated to  the  religious  ferviceof  the  nation. 

In  a country,  wherein  the  inhabitants  al- 
together, or,  for  the  moft  part,  profefs 
themfelves  believers  in  the  gofpel,  the  mode 
of  public  worihip  ihould  have  refped  to  that 
revelation,  which  is  contained  in  the  gofpel; 
but  ihould  not  admit,  into  its  eftabliihed 
forms,  expreffions,  obvioufly  excluiive  of 
particular  feds,  profeffing  obedience  to  the 
fame  common  mailer. 

The  eifence  of  the  religious  eftabliihment 
confiding,  then,  in  a prefcribed  mode  of 
public  worihip  ; and,  in  an  appointment  out 
of  the  public  treafure,  for  the  provision  of 
a fet  of  minifters  to  officiate  therein,  it  ap- 
pears h'ghly  injurious  to  exclude  any  perfon, 
who  publicly  diffients  from  this  eftabliihment, 

from 
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from  places  of  fecular  dignity  and  trull.* 
He  acquiefces  in  the  tax  impofed  by  the  voice 
of  the  majority,  for  the  fupport  of  the  re- 
ligious fervice  of  the  nation,  and  retains, 
therefore,  an  unqueftionable  right,  not  only 
of  worfhipping  God  agreeably  to  his  own  par- 
ticular perfuafion ; but,  alfo,  of  riling  to  the 
pofefion  of  every  temporal  advantage,  to 
which  his  acknowledged  merit,  or  the  favour 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  can.  exalt  him. 

But,  although  this  eftablilhment  is  always 
to  be  conlidered,  as  in  drift  fubordination  to 
the  legidative  power  of  the  kingdom ; yet 
there  are  fome  particular  fubjefts,  concern- 
ing which,  it  becomes  legillature  itfelf  to 
obferve  a profound  and  awful  filence. 

A 

* The  oath  of  allegiance,  though  taken  as  an  obli- 
gation of  fidelity  to  the  perfon  of  the  king,  fhould  be 
confidered  as  the  bond  which  conftitutes  the  citizen: 
Every  man  who  gives  a full  content  to  be  governed  by 
the  laws  in  all  temporal  matters,  has  an  undoubted  right, 
without  any  religious  teft,  to  all  the  privileges  of  a fub- 
je&.  But,  as  fpirituals,  in  the  church  of  Rome,  imply 
temporals  ; the  papifi:  gives  but  half  a temporal  fecurity, 
when  he  promifes  allegiance  to  another  Rate  j and, 
therefore,  the  oath  of  fupremacy  is  miniftered  in  thefe 
kingdoms,  in  order  to  complete  the  oath  of  temporal 
allegiance.  No  other  thould  be  demanded. 
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A chriftian  legiflature  cannot,  without 
impiety,  require  fubfcription,  in  any  in- 
flance  whatfoever,  to  human  formularies, 
of  faith  and  dodtrine.  It  would  be  im- 
pious, as  we  before  obferved,  even  in  an. 
independent  chriftian  church,  to  impofe. 
fuch  a condition  on  its  teachers ; ftill  more 
fo,  in  the  legiflature,  to  employ  its.  force  in, 
giving  fandtion  to  fuch  deciflons.. 

A proteflant  legiflature  is  flill  more  for- 
cibly prohibited  the  ufe  of  fuch  expedients.. 
It  is  the  criterion  of  proteflantifm,  to  dif- 
claim  all  foreign  jurifdidtion,  in  matters  of  2, 
religious  nature;  and  all  human,  authority* 
in  controverfies  of  faith.  Nor  can  a legif- 
lature, which  profeffes  to  adt  upon  proteflant 
principles,  without  the  added  imputation  of 
notorious  inconfiflency,  require  fuch  fub- 
fcription from  thofe  who  do,  much  lefs 
from  thofe,  who  do  not,  approve  the  efla- 
hlifhed  difcipline  and  worfhip. 

But,  fubfcription  to  human  formularies  of 
faith  and  dodtrine,,  exclufively  of  the  im- 
piety of  fuch  requifition,  exclufively  of  its, 
inconfiflency,  with  the  effential  rights  of 
proteftants,  is  exceptionable  for  other  rea-* 

fons* 
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fons,  even  ill  independent  affemblies  of 
chriftian  people  ; but,  ftill  more  exception- 
able, if  fuch  fubfcription  be  demanded, 
either  of  the  laity  or  the  clergy,  in  a na- 
tional church. 

It  is  poffible,  though  not  probable,  that 
the  members  of  one  particular  affembly 
may,  for  fome  Ihort  fpace  of  time,  agree 
in  a form  of  do&rine,  which  accurately  ex- 
hibits a real  confeffion  of  their  faith.  But, 
in  the  cafe  of  a national  church,  wherein 
the  number  of  perfons,  differing  from  each 
other  in  the  circumflances  of  natural  and 
acquired  abilities,  is  proportionably  aug- 
mented, it  is  morally  impoffible,  that  an 
explanatory  confelfion  of  faith  can  be  drawn 
up  in  terms  fo  fimple,  as  accurately  to  ex- 
prefs  the  fentiments  of  all  its  members. 
And  yet,  where  this  is  not  effected,  the 
eftablifhment  of  a formulary  fails  of  its 
avowed  defign.* 

When 

[*  The  intention  of  the  thirty-nine  articles,  <c  to 
avoid  diverfity  of  opinion,  and  to  eftablifh  content 
touching  true  religion,”  is  too  plainly  declared  in  the 
very  title,  and  too  pofitively  recognifed  in  the  aft  of 

uniformity, 
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When  metaphyfical  refinements,  when 
icholaftic  differences  and  diftin&ions,  enter 
into  the  contexture  of  fuch  confeffions ; to 

contend 

uniformity,  to  allow  any  force  to  the  popular  plea  of 
latitude  of  interpretation. 

The  inference  which  is  drawn,  in  his  majefty’s  de- 
claration, from  the  “ mod  willing  fubfcription  of  all 
the  clergy  in  the  realm,”  is  natural  and  fair ; and,  in 
the  apprehenfion  of  common  fenfe,  will  always  be  un- 
derftood  as  an  argument,  that  they  all  agree  in  the  true, 
ufual,  and  literal  meaning  of  the  faid  articles,  and  look 
upon  themfelves  as  bound,  neither  “ to  print  or  preach, 
or  to  draw  the  articles  afide  any  way;  but  to  lubmit  to 
them  in  the  plain  and  full  meaning  thereof,  in  the  literal 
and  grammatical  fenfe.” 

It  is  in  vain  to  urge,  as  Mr.  archdeacon  Paley  has 
done,  the  unreafonablenefs  of  fuppofing  “ the  legifla- 
ture  expected  the  confent  of  ten  thoufand  men,  and  that 
in  perpetual  fucceffion,  not  to  one  controverted  propo- 
fition,  but  to  many  hundreds.”  (See  his  Principles  of 
moral  and  political  philofophy.  b.  iii.  p.  i.  §.  22.) 
The  preceding  declarations  are  proofs  that  it  did ; and 
the  charge  of  unreafonablenefs  only  recoils  on  thofe,  who 
ftill  fuffer  fuch  a teft  to  remain  ; or,  who  fancy  that  they 
cUn  fubmit  to  it,  without  incurring  the  fufpicions  of 
their  good  faith  in  this  point,  which  the  author  la- 
ments Ihould  fo  generally  prevail. 

But  Mr.  Paley’s  cafuiflry,  in  his  chapter  on  <c  fub- 
fcription to  articles  of  religion,”  is  belt  anfwered  by  his 
own  reafoning  in  that  “ of  religious  cftablifiiments* 

and 
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contend  for  the  impofition  of  them,  “ for 
the  purpofe  of  avoiding  of  diverfiti.es  of  opi- 
nion, and  of  eftablifhing  confent  touching 

true 

and  of  toleration.”  In  the  former,  he  feems  to  betray 
the  yoke  of  bondage,  in  the  difplay  of  a very  feeble  apo- 
logy ; in  the  latter,  he  refumes  fomewhat  more  of  his 
chriftian  liberty,  and  recolledfs  the  principles  of  his 
proteftant  faith.— “ Although,”  fays  he,  “ fome  pur- 
pofes  of  order  and  tranquility  may  be  anfwered  by  the 
eftablifhment  of  creeds  and  confeffions  ; yet  they  are  at 
all  times  attended  with  ferious  inconveniences.  They 
check  inquiry ; they  violate  liberty ; they  enfnare  the 
confciences  of  the  clergy  by  holding  out  temptations  to 
prevarication  : however,  they  may  exprefs  the  perfua- 
fion,  or  be  accommodated  to  the  cpntroverfies  or  to  the 
fears  of  the  age,  in  which  they  are  compofed,  in  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  and  by  reafon  of  the  changes  which  are 
-wont  to  take  place  in  the  judgment  of  mankind  upon 
religious  fubjects,  they  come  at  length  to  contradidl  the 
adtual  opinions  of  the  church,  whofe  dodlrines  they  pro- 
fefs  to  contain ; and  they  often  perpetuate  the  proferip- 
tion  of  fedts  and  tenets,  from  which  any  danger  has 
long  ceafed  to  be  apprehended.” 

With  thefe  objedlions,  it  is  in  vain  to  plead  the  mo- 
rality or  utility  of  continuing  fuch  fubferiptions  to  hu- 
man explications  of  the  feriptures.  Among  other  fe- 
rious inconveniences  here  recited,  we  have  heard  of  the 
lamentations  of  fome,  who,  while  they  continued  mem- 
bers of  the  eftablifhed  church,  and  apologized  for  her 
impofitions,  have  been  wont,  very  feelingly  and  inge- 
nuoufly,  to  declare,  they  “ could  not  afford  to  keep  a 
confcience.”] 
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true  religion,  would  be  to  infult  the  com- 
mon fenfe  and  reafon  of  mankind. 

If  fubfcription  to  fuch  a formulary  be  re- 
quired of  the  clergy,  is  there  not  too  much 
reafon  to  apprehend,  that  falfhood  or  pre- 
varication, avowed  or  fee  ret  infidelity,  may 
be  imputed  to  that  order ; and,  the  melan- 
choly effedts  foon  become  too  vifible  in  the 
increafing  difiipation,  and  profligacy  of  man- 
ners, in  all  ranks  of  people  ? * 

If  there  be  yet  a fituation,  in  which  thefe 
requifitions  are  ifill  more  peculiarly  unjus- 
tifiable than  in  any  other,  it  is  in  thofe 
places  which  are  fet  apart  for  the  purpofes 
of  found  learning,  ingenuous  manners,  and 
religious  education. -f- 

Indeed,  it  appears  fcarcely  poflible  to 
conceive,  that  the  impofition  of  academical 
fubfcription  can  be  defended,  for  a moment, 
upon  any  principles  of  reafon  or  utility.  It 
evidently  tends  to  taint  the  native  honour  of 
ingenuous  youth ; to  render  the  mind  fami- 
liar 

* See  Hartley’s  “ Obfervations  on  man,”  vol.  ii. 
P-  351—358. 

[ f Concerning  academical  fubfcription;  fee  the  four 
letters  of  “ Paulinus,”  addrefled  to  the  gentlemen  of 
the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  vol.  i.  p.182  216.  and 

No.  xii.  of  “ Every  man  his  own  prieft.  ’ vol.  iii, 
p.  221—232.] 
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liar  to  the  practice  of  unconvinced  aflent  f 
and  iubjeds  thefe  feats  of  elegant  and  ufeful 
literature  to  the  charge  of  maintaining  illi- 
beral and  exclufive  principles,  unknown  even 
in  dates  wherein  religious  defpotifm,  and 
the  intolerant  fpirit  mod  prevail.  The 
continuation  of  this  impodtion,  upon  per- 
fons  who  receive  no  emoluments  whatever 
from  the  eftablilhment ; and,  who,  for  a 
long  courfe  of  years,  have  approved  them- 
felves  the  bed  of  fubjeds,  mud  be  con- 
iidered,  (after  a refpedful  application  has 
been  made  for  its  removal,)  as  proceeding 
from  a dedre  of  exercifing  an  unjudidable 
dominion  over  the  conferences  of  chriPdans  ; 
and,  eventually,  may  be  produdive  of  danger 
to  the  conftitution,  both  in  church  and 
date.* 

Hear  then  the  concludon  of  the  whole 

matter 

[*  The  author  laboured  to  promote  a further  ap- 
plication of  the  proteftant  diflenters  for  an  enlargement 
of  their  religious  liberty;  not  only  in  regard  to  the 
removal  of  all  fubfeription  to  articles  of  faith,  but  to 
the  repeal  of  the  teft  ad,  and  all  penal  laws  in  reli- 
gious matters.  He  alfo  juftly  confidered  them  entitled 
to  the  ufe  of  a marriage  ceremony,  agreeably  to  their 
own  principles.! 

II.  K 
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matter.  Public  virtue,  public  honour,  and 
a vital  religion  founded  upon  the  fcriptures 
and  embraced  with  fervour,  unquedionably 
tend,  as  I before  obferved,  to  promote  the 
public  welfare;  and  form  a permanent  foun- 
dation for  the  real  glory  of  a date. 

A meafure,  therefore,  which  removes  ob- 
druCtions  to  the  univerfal  prevalence  of 
the  pure  and  unadulterated  faith  of  Chrid, 
and  to  the  practice  of  every  gofpel-virtue, 
indead  of  being  reprefented  as  dedru&ive  of 
the  edablifhment,  and  as  necelfarily  leading 
to  the  fubverfion  of  the  date,  ought  in  right 
reafon  to  be  promoted  by  every  friend  to  his 
religion  and  his  country,  as  likely  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  the  mod  falutary  confequences  to 
public  utility,  and  to  public  peace. 

As  a mode  of  producing  the  mod  bene- 
ficial efFedts,  both  to  individuals  and  the  com- 
munity at  large,  the  advantage  of  a national 
edablifhment  (meaning  thereby  a decent  pro- 
vifion  for  a national  clergy,  bound  by  the 
mod  folemn  engagements  to  execute  the  im- 
portant truft  repofed  in  them  by  the  people) 
is  mod  ftrenuoudy  maintained  and  infidcd 
upon  3 a trud,  which,  by  its  very  nature, 

calls 
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calls  upon  that  clergy  to  preach  the  pure, 
unmixed,  uncorrupted  word  of  God,  as  well 
as  to  adorn  the  profeflion,  by  a vifible  dis- 
play of  every  divine  and  fecial  virtue,' — <f  a 
truft,  therefore,  which  cannot  but  be  ma- 
terially impaired  by  the  obligation  to  fub- 
fcribe  their  unfeigned  aflent  to  a feries  of 
articles,  the  dodriries  of  which,  (from  the 
popular  modes  of  vindicating  fubfcription) 
they  are  fuppofed  almoft  generally  to  dif- 
claim.” 

When  the  magiftrate  has  confented  to  the  ' 
eftablifhment  of  a legal  provihon  for  an  order 
of  men,  appointed  to  minifter  in  the  congre- 
gation of  chriftians,  according  to  a hated 
form  of  prayer  ; and  to  preach  the  gofpel  to 
the  people,  he  has  done  his  part  : more  he 
fhould  not  prefume  to  do. 

And  it  is  thy  duty,  O man,  whatever  be 
thy  ftation,  if  with  a fafe  confcience  thou 
can  ft  be  prefent  at  the  ceremonial  in  'which 
they  minifter,  to  attend  to  their  inftrudive 
voice  : yet,  at  the  fame  time,  with  a full  af- 
furance  that  then  only  thou  canft  enjoy  the 
expeded  fruits  of  thy  attendance,  when  thy 
condud  is  fwayed  by  principles,  which  thy 
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own,  and  not  another’s  judgment  fhall  ap- 
prove. 

If  thou  acknowledged;  the  gofpel  to  be 
the  word  of  that  God,  who  is  the  creator  of 
the  world,  and  the  lord  of  all  that  it  inha- 
bit, whatever  be  thy  fentiments  with  refped 
to  the  nature  of  the  perfon  he  hath  fent,  thy 
faith  is  found  ; thy  acceptance  reds  upon 
thy  unreferved  obedience  to  this  word. 

If,  moreover,  thou  lived:  in  a country 
where  the  edablifhed  miniders  of  religion  are 
bound  by  the  nature  of  their  office,  and  en- 
couraged by  the  laws  to  declare  that  word  in 
its  primaeval  purity,  to  the  bed  of  their  ca- 
pacity and  power ; thou  had  reafon  to  re- 
joice in  the  circumdances  of  thy  jot. 

But,  let  not  any  one  of  my  hearers  indulge 
the  fond  delufion,  that  he  now  enjoys  this 
privilege,  in  confequence  of  his  communion 
with  the  church  of  England.  For,  by  the 
laws  requiring  fubfcription  to  human  formu- 
laries of  faith  and  dodrine,  each  afpirant 
to  the  minidry,  each  expedant  of  prefer- 
ment ; however  fervent  may  be  his  affedion 
to  the  religion  of  the  gofpel ; however  firm 
his  convidions  of  its  truth ; however  loyal 

to 
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to  his  king ; however  fincere  in  his  attach- 
ment to  the  conftitution  of  his  country,  is 
reduced  to  the  alternative,  of  foregoing  thofe 
emoluments,  to  which  his  education,  or  his 
labours  in  the  courfe  of  his  profeffion,  may 
entitle  him } or,  of  acceding  to  an  obliga- 
tion, whereby  he  refigns  the  exercife  of  his 
underftanding  and  the  deductions  of  his 
better  judgment,  to  an  authority,  not  lefs 
defpotic,  than  the  antichriftian  power  of 
Rome.  Under  thefe  circumifances,  he,  at 
the  fame  time,  defrauds  his  congregation 
of  their  reafonable  claim  to  his  infractions 
in  the  word  of  life ; and  fubjeCts  him- 
felf,  too  frequently,  to  the  fufpicion  of  fo- 
lemnly  prevaricating  with  his  confcience, 
and  of  deliberately  lying  to  his  God. 

Now  unto  the  king  eternal,  immortal, 
invifble,  the  only  wife  God,  be  honour  and 
glory  for  ever  and  ever ! Amen. 
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theological  propositions, 

AND 

a 

MISCELLANEOUS  OBSERVATIONS, 


i. 

Two  important  queftions  in  which  every 
individual  is  interefted.  ifL  Is  there  a fu- 
ture ftate  of  pain  and  pleafure  ? id.  What 
expectations  may  I indulge  of  being  happy 
in  fuch  a ftate?  A religion,  which  fettles 
both  thefe  points,  muft  be  from  God.  Chrift’s 
does  fo,  and  is  fupported  by  proper  evidence, 
therefore,  Chrift’s  religion  is  divine* 

i < 

2. 

Realon  is  analogous  to  the  naked  eye ; 
revelation  to  the  light,  affifted  by  the  tele- 
fcope.  The  affiftance  of  the  inftrument  is 
equivalent  to  an  increafe  of  fagacity,  or  ad- 
dition to  the  natural  powers  of  man  : as  the 
telefcope  improves  the  human  fight,  fo  rea- 

fon 


Ton  is  affifted  by  revelation.  Each  are 
equally  true,  and  reprefent  their  objedt  in  a 
manner  equally  diftindt, 

« 

3* 

The  rewards  of  futurity  will  be  enjoyed  in 
proportion  to  our  compliance  with  the  law 
of  God,  as  declared  in  Micah  vi.  8.  “ And 
now  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee, 
O man,  but  to  do  juftice,  love  mercy,  and 
to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God.” 

4- 

Jefus  fits  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  by  a 
Similar  metaphor,  as  all  the  enemies  of  God 
are  to  be  made  his  footftool : i.  e.  both 
equally  figurative  exprefiions.  Stephen’s 
vifion  was  a fymbol  qf  Jefus’s  power  or 
melfiahflbip,  and  fo  his  enemies  underfiood 
him. 

Confider  the  promife  of  the  thrones  to  the 
apoftles.  In  the  fame  fenfe  to  them  as  to 
Jefus. 

5- 

Suicide  is  not  a crime,  which  Should  be 
deemed  cognizable  by  the  civil  magistrate  ; 
but  it  is  a finful  and  vicious  adtion:  becaufe 

it 
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it  implies  a want  of  truft  in  the  goodnefs  of 
providence,  and  indicates  the  greateft  degree 
of  felf-regard  : hence  frequent  in  lunacy, 
where  felf-regards  feem  to  annihilate  all 
fecondary  affections,  fuch  as  modefty,  piety, 
benevolence. 

6. 

N v 

If  the  production  of  happinefs  be  pleafing 
to  the  almighty,  agriculture  muft  be  pleafing, 
as  from  thence  the  means  of  living  are  fup- 
plied,  not  to  man  only,  but  to  innumerable 
kinds  of  other  animals,  who  refide  near  the 
habitations  of  men. 

Two  ways  of  co-operating  with  the  deity  j 
one,  in  giving  happinefs  to  thofe  already  in 
exigence : the  other,  in  contriving  to  give 
being  to  numerous  tribes  of  rational  and 
irrational  animals,  and  to  make  them  happy. 

7- 

A man  fhould  be  intrepid  in  his  religious 
opinions.  Fear  withdraws  the  fuccours  of 
reafon.  Religious  awe  weakens  the  power 
of  the  mind.  Hence,  all  the  errors  from 
this  fource.  Fear  guilt ; fear  to  difpieafe 
the  almighty : but  be  intrepid  and  bold 
in  every  other  matter  relating  to  religion. 

* 8.  “ Qu’ii 


{ i4°  > 


8. 

“ Qu’il  ne  faut  point  feparer  les  loix,  de 
circonflances  dans  lefquelles  elles  oni  ete 
faites.”*  An  excellent  rule  for  the  inter- 
pretation of  fcripture,  particularly  in  the 
epiflles.. 

9* 

Tranfporter  dans  des  fiecles  recules  tou- 
tes  les  idees  du  liecle  ou  l’on  vit,  c’eft  des. 
fources  de  l’erreur  celle  qui  eft  la  plus  fe- 
conde.”,f'  Inveftigate  the  reigning  ideas  and 
controverlies  of  the  apoftles  times,  and  by 
them  interpret  their  words.  As  in  i Cor„ 
xv.  3. 

10. 

Be  the  friend  of  liberty  and  truth,  bufe 
in  my  religious  refearches  avoid  the  “ l’efprit 
defapprobateur”  mentioned  in  Montefquieu’s 
preface.  J 

11.  Virtue, 


* Montefq.  Efprit  des  loix,  xxix.  14. 

■f  lb.  xxx.  14. 

[t  The  author  here  alludes  to  thebeginning  of  Montef- 
quieu’s preface  to  his  “ Efprit  des  loix.”  “ Si  dans  le 
nombre  infini  des  chofes  qui  font  dans  ce  livre,  il  y en 
avoit  quelqu’  une  qui,  contre  mon  attente,  put  ofFenfer,  il 

n’y 
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Virtue,  the  principle  of  republics.  Fear  of 
God,  that  of  a theocracy*  The  troglodytes 
did  not  feek  a king  ’till  the  public  virtue 
began  to  grow  feeble.*  And  the  Ifraelites 
did  not  feek  a king,  till  they  were  cor- 
rupted. No  obje&ion,  therefore,  can  be 
juiade  to  the  ifraelitilh  policy. 

12. 

We  only  perceive  the  next  immediate 
agent ; God  works  by  fecond  caufes.  So 
does  man.  The  inferior  animals  often  feel 
the  fecond  caufes,  and  cannot  afcend  to 
man,  i.  e.  an  intelligent  being;  fo  men  with 
difficulty  afcend  to  God. 

*3- 

When  the  apoftle  faid,  <f  with  us  there  is 

one 

n’y  en  a pas  du  moins  qui  y ait  ete  mife  avec  mauvaife 
intention.  Je  n’ ai  point  naturellement  1’efprit  difap- 
probateur.  Platon  remercioit  le  del  de  ce  qu’ il  etoit 
nedu  temps  deSocrate;  & moi,  je  lui  rends  graces  de 
ce  qu’  il  m’a  fait  naitre  dans  le  gouvernement  ou  je  vis,  & 

de  cequ’ila  voulu  que  j’obeifTe  a ceux  qui’il  m’a  fait 
aimer.”] 

* Montefq.  Lettres  perf.  xi.  & xlv. 
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6ne  God,  one  Lord,”  he  referred  to  the  times 
of  thejewiSh  kings.  With  the  ifraelites  in 
David’s  and  Solomon’s  time,  there  was  one 
God,  and  one  Lord  : i.  e.  one  God,  and  one. 
king,  the  lord  of  his  inheritance,  who  was 
the  firft  born,  or  fon  of  God.  Chrift  was 
Lord,  i.  e.  king.  If  God  was  the  governor 
of  the  jews,  then  the  fon  of  God  was  king. 

p _ ; V. 

V.  ~ 

14. 

Christianity  more  properly  an  attempt  at 

a reformation,  than  a fyftem  of  morality. 

• ‘ u *•*  *.  v « 

15. 

. . r. 

The  firft  fundamental  fpeculative  princi- 
ple to  be  deduced  from  the  ftudy  of  the 
gofpel,  is,  that  Jefus  was  the  meSfiah  pro- 
mifed  of  God,  and  proved  fo  from  the  lup- 
port  of  the  God  of  nature. 

The  fecond,  that  charity  is  the  diftinguiSh- 
ing  mark  of  the  difciple  of  Jefus.  Christi- 
anity, therefore,  teaches  us,  that  there  is 
one  God  to  be  worshipped,  with  all  the  af- 
fections of  the  foul ; and  that  we  are  to  love 
our  neighbour  as  ourfelves. 


16.  Shun 


J 
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16. 


* Shun  phyfical,  fhunmetaphyfical  difqui- 
iitions;  fuch  as  treatifesof  thepre-exiftenceof 
Jefus,  of  the  inftrumentality  of  the  fpiritual 
gifts.  Rejed  the  difcourfes  of  the  earliefl 
fathers,  when  they  difcufs  thefe  points.  The 
apoftles  themfelves  would  have  no  authority 
in  thefe  matters.  The  fcriptures,  under 
which  head  I rank  all  the  writers  of  the  apof- 
tolic  age,  have  not,  or  fhould  not  have  any 
fuch  difquifitions.  They  are  not  in  them. 
They  cannot  be  deduced  from  them.  Her- 
mas  called  fcripture  by  Irenaeus  and  Clem. 
Alex. 

*7- 

The-  gofpels  give  us  the  hiftory  of  the 
mefliah  s coming.  His  office  appears  in 
the  prophets  j to  call  men  to  virtue,  to 
incorporate  them,  and  to  propofe  the  future 
reward. 

18. 

Mem.  to  purfue  the  thought  of  evi-l. 

, Moral  evils  being  ne'ceffary  to  produce  thofe 
affedions  from  whence  man’s  happinefs  mud 

Ipring : 

[*  The  proportions  are  to  be  confidered  as  addrefled 
to  his  pupils.] 
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fpring : agreeably  to  my  fermon  on  “ her 
ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,”  and  agree- 
ably to  i Cor.  xi.  19. 

19. 

; • r - „ > ' 

Jefus  limits  our  forgivenefs  to  feventy 
times  feven,  meaning  the  ufual  phrafe  for 
an  indefinite  number.  So  he  ufes  the  word 
aiuvtog  for  an  indefinite  number,  the  jews 

dealing  in  hyperbole. 

• ' • * ) • . 

20. 

I am  fatisfied,  that  the  evangelifts  fome- 
times  defcribe  the  courfe,  or  event  of  a 
converfation,  in  general  terms ; and  fre- 
quently put  their  own  words  into  the 
mouths  of  the  fpeakers,  to  render  it  con- 
fident. 

21. 

The  feripture- language  and  meaning  con-* 
firms  Hartley’s  doctrine  of  free-will. 


22. 

It  is  very  probable  that  many  pafiages  of 
the  new  Teftament  may  be  illuftrated  from 
the  Koran. 

fays. 


23- 
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23* 

~ fays,  that  myfleries  declared 

necefiary  to  falvation,  are  like  Caligula’s 
laws,  hung  on  high. 

24. 

The  origin  of  fin  given  ad  hominem,  as 
the  origin  of  the  world  : but  labour  was  ne- 
ceffary  from  the  beginning,  acuens  mortalia 
corda* 

25- 

Intolerants,  and  perfons  who  maintain 
eternal  punifhment  and  atonement,  are  more 
unfit  for  fociety  than  atheifls.  This  the 
judgment  of  fome. 

26. 

The  pleafare  and  love  of  the  human 
mind,  ‘generated  in  granting  favours,  is 
greater  than  the  love  generated  by  receiving" 
them,  in  order  that  men  may  be  incited  to 
the  firfh  glory  of  their  nature,  the'  practice 
of  benevolence. 

27; 

The  fun&ions  of  particular  parts  of  our 
corporeal  frame  we  call  “ the  annua.”  The 
functions  of  other  parts,  or  other  functions 
' f-  of 


\ 
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of  the  fame,  is <£  the  animus.”  Lucretius  up-1 
pofes  them  to  be  feparate  fubflances.  I fup- 
pofe  them  to  be  functions  of  our  corporeal 
frame,  and,  therefore,  diftoluto  corpore,  and, 
fometimes  before  the  whole  machine  be  dis- 
ordered, utterly  to  periih  : as  the  found  to 

ceafe,  when  the  wire  is  broken.  Let  the 

> 

mufcles,  bones,  cartilages,  blood,  lymph, 
inteftines,  fledi,  be  called  the  body  j and  the 
nervous  fyfcem,  pervading  all,  be  called  the 
anima;  and  Lucretius  is  often  right.  See 
the  juft  opinion  of  Democritus,  which  Lu- 
cretius endeavours  to  confute,  (iii.  372.) 
Lucretius  fuppofes  the  motion  of  the  fluid 
to  be  from  itfelf : we,  by  impulfe,  and  com- 
municated vibrations  from  without. 

28. 

The  natural  liberty  of  man  conflfts  in  hav- 
ing a will  to  a<ft,*  and  an  exemption  from  all 
reftraints,  arifing  from  defefts  in  the  inftru- 
ment  of  aftion,  fuch  as  in  hands,  feet,  from 
palfies,  &c.  as  well  as  from  the  reftraints 
arifing  from  natural  external  circumftances. 

Political  liberty,  when  there  are  no  re- 
ftraints from  men. 

Moral 

* Seethe  definition  of  tc  will”  in  Hartley,  vol.  1.  p.  3» 
and  37 x. 
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, Moial  liberty,  xvhen  I have  the  will  to 
aft,  and  am  not  retrained  by  the  prevalence 
of  bad  habits,  which  prevent  that  date  of 
mind  from  being  followed  by  aftions  or 
mufcular  motions.  In  this  fenfe,  every  vi- 
cious man  is  really,  and  without  a figure,  a 
flave> 

29. 

A doubt  arifes,  whether  St.  Paul  did  not 
adopt  thejewifh  mode  of  interpreting  ferip- 
ture,  and  argue  inconcluftvely.'f- 

3°* 

Our  faviour  hath  faid ; blefTed  are  little 
children,  for  of  fuch  is  the  kingdom,  i.  e. 
fuch  are  mo  ft  likely  to  receive  the  gofpel, 
and  to  own  its  truth.  If  fo,  to  be  meek, 
peaceable,  humble,  innocent  in  word  and 
aftion,  are  better  preparatives  than  much 
reading.  Shumcontefts,  be  forgiving,  and 
thou  wilt  foon  be  a chriftian. 

-31* 

“ Man  is  the  perfon  through  whom  his 
creator  was  pleafed  to  appear  in  the  vifible 

L 2 government 

* 'See  Turnbull,  vol.  1.  3. 

1 See  “ Theological  repoiitory.”  vol.  iii.  p.  86—105. 
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government  of  the  world.”  * This  the  bell 
explanation  of  Philip,  ii.  7.  and  Heb.  i.  1. 
I have  ever  feen.  God  was  thus  in  Jefus* 


32- 

In  Whitby,  on  Gal.  v.  19,  is  a very  good 
delineation  of  real  herefy.  -j- 

33- 

In  fea  and  land  engagements,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  fend  perfons  upon  fervices,  in  which 
it  is  moft  likely  the  perfons  employed  mufl 
fall.  Thefe  are  neceifary  facrifices  for  the 

. 1 1 

* See  “ Atticus”  in  the  London  Chronicle  of  Dec. 
14,  1771. 

[f  “ Herefy,  according  to  the  fcripture-notion,  being 
not  a pure  miftake  of  judgment ; but  an  efpoufing  a falfe 
dodtrine  out  of  difguft,  pride,  or  envy,  or  from  worldly 
principles,  or  to  avoid  perfecution,  or  trouble  in  the 
flefh,  may  well  be  ranked  among  carnal  lufts.  Hence, 
are  fuch  men  faid,  “ not  to  ferve  Jefus  Chrift,  but  their 
own  belly  j”  (Rom.  xv.  16,  17.)  “ to  teach  what  they 
ought  not,  for  filthy  lucre’s  fake (Tit.  i.  11.)  “to 
account  gain  for  godlinels (1  Tim.  vj.  5.)  and 
“ through  covetoufnefs,  with  feigned  words,  to  make 
merchandize  of  others (2  Pet.  ii.  3.)  And,  there- 
fore, the  apoftle  doth  not  advife  us  to  convince ; but 
only  to  admonifh,  and  rejedt  the  heretic,  as  knowing 
that  he  fins,  being  convinced  of  his  own  confidence. 
Sec  his  note  on  Titus  iii.  10.J 
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good  of  the  whole.  Jefus’s  fuch  a flation, 
and  the  reafons  were  not  myflerious,  but 
have  an  eafy  explication  from  the  hiflory  of 
what  he  attempted,  and  the  circumflances 
of  the  times.  This  well  compared  to  a fa- 
crifice  : but  how  different  from  the  ortho- 
dox notions  of  the  vicarious  fufferings  of 
Chrift.  Purfue  this  idea.  5 Sept.  1771. 

34- 

When  cardinal  Pole  was  confulted  by 
what  method  the  hidden  and  obfcure  paf- 
jfages  of  St.  Paul’s  epiflles  might  be  un- 
folded and  brought  to  light,  he  ufed  to 
make  the  following  anfwer : “ that  the 

mod;  ready  and  expeditious  way  he  could 
propofe,  was  for  the  reader  to  begin  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  epiflles,  where  the  apoflle 
treats  of  morality,  and  to  pra&ife  what  was 
delivered  there ; and  then  to  go  back  to  the 
beginning,  where  the  dodtrinal  parts  are 
reafoned  on  with  great  acutenefs  and  fub- 
tilty:”  this  fpeech,  continues  Seripandi,  was 
truly  becoming  fo  great  a man,  whofe  pro- 
bity, religion,  and  fandity  of  manners, 
were  no  lefs  admirable  than  his  erudition. 
His  difcernment  in  divine  matters  gave 

L 3 him 


( ) 

% * ... 

him  to  underhand,  that  pure  and  upright- 

minds  attain,  with  eafe,  the  knowledge  of 
the  mod  fublime  and  abflradted  truths ; 
whereas  thofe  who  neglect  the  practical 
and  more  intelligible  parts  of  holy  writ, 
as  profane  perfons,  were  forbid  accefs  to  the 
fandtuary.* 

35-  - 

I agree  with  — that  Jefus  was  never 

feen  perfonai'ly,  by  any  mortal,  after  his 

afcenhon  into  heaven.  doubts  whether 

the  power  given  to  our  faviour,  in  heaven 
and  earth,  does  not  mean  that  he  had  power 
to  give  the  gofpel  to  jews  and  gentiles.  But 
query.  19  Mar.  — 72. 

36- 

John  i.  12.  Gev  renvoi.  I am  fatisfied  that 
3 John  iii.  1.  2,  is  the  parallel  place;  and  as 
Geog  lurks  under  c pug  here,  and  yet  Qett  renvoi 
follows  : fo  in  1 John  iii.  2,  renvoi  6e<s  fol- 
lows 7 Tatre^ct.  This  throws  much  light,  and 
deferves  ferious  attention.  20  Mar.  — 72. 

37- 

The  fum  total  of  the  gofpel,  which  our 

faviour 

* See  Philips’s  Life  of  PoIca  2 edit,  vol,  ii.  p.  28S. 
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faviour  himfelf  preached  in  his  life-time, 
and  commifiioned  his  apofiles  to  preach, 
after  his  refuirreition,  is  this,  that  thofe 
who  believe  in  him,  (hall,  upon  repentance, 
have  fuch  a full  pardon  of  fin  as  to  be  deli- 
vered from  death.  And  that  Chrifi,  who 
hath  promifed  this,  hath  given  us  an  earned: 
of  it,  by  rifing  himfelf  from  the  dead.* 

38, 

Jefus  no  more  the  mediator  or  intercefior 
than  facrificer.  They  talked  of  facrifices; 
Jefus  was  a better  facrifice.  They  talked 
of  a mediator,  Jefus  was  a better  mediator 
and  intercefior. 

True  religion,  fays  Dr.  Witherfpoon,  is 
nothing  elfe  but  an  inward  temper  and  out- 
ward conduit,  fuited  to  our  fiate  and  cir- 
cumfiances  in  providence  at  any  time. 

39- 

Price,  on  the  quefiion,  filial  1 we  know 
each  other  hereafter  ? or  on  the  j unilion  of 
virtuous  men  in  the  heavenly  fiate,  appears 
to  me  to  have  proved  his  point ; and  1 do, 
not  know  any  confideration  half  lb  ani- 

L 4 mating. 

* See  <(  Socinian  traits.”  p.  73, 
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mating.*  It  gives  us  an  hold  of  futurity; 
makes  it  defirable,  by  giving  us  an  object  of 
defire  : in  which,  it  makes  futurity  a conti- 
nuation of  exiftence  with  our  prefent  affo- 
ciations  of  the  focial  kind.  This  deferves 
much  and  frequent  confideration  ; it  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  convert  a nerfon.  The  human 
heart  is  animated  by  the  idea;  a comfortable 
idea.  Luther  held  it.  See  his  words,  in 
Sleidan,  when  he  died, 

40. 

Future  punifhments,  as  confidered  by  our 
divines,  are  a kind  of  tranfportation,  where 
the  fuffe rings  are  horrible,  but  afford  no 
ufeful  documents. 

Better  to  confider  the  future  date,  not  as 
a date  of  reward  and  punifhment,  properly 
fo  called ; but  as  dates  which  will  be  happy 
or  miferable  by  natural  confequence,  as  we 
behave  here.  This  life  is  not  wanting  in 
rewards  and  punifhments.  Punifhment  is 
the  annexing  of  ibmething  over  and  above 
the  natural  confequence  of  an  addon.  But 
this  addition,  let  divines  fay  what  they 
pleafe,  obtains  not  in  the  future  date. 

Beau  fob  re 

* See  Price  s 44  Four  diiTertations/’  Bit.  iii. 
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4r. 

Beaufobre  fays  the  oriental  chrifHans  be- 
lieved that  Jefus  became  the  fon  of  God  by 
baptifm.  Let  me  examine  into  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  ancients  impartially. 

42. 

That  Jefus  as  a good  being,  and  the  friend 
©f  man,  now  prays  for  the  happinefs  of  the 
human  race,  is  very  credible.  Such  an  in- 
terceffor  I rejedt  not.  But  what  does  he 
pray  for  ? The  fame  that  he  ftruggled  for  on 
earth,  that  God’s  kingdom  may  come;  i.  e. 
that  moral  virtue  may  more  and  more  dis- 
play itfelf.  For  individuals  he  prays  not, 
becaufe  beyond  the  opportunities  of  knowing 
them.  In  fhort,  I admit  his  interceffion  in 
heaven,  as  I alloiy  the  interceffion  of  very 
good  men  on  earth.  But  as  an  appointed 
interceffor,  or  adtual  mediator,  at  this  day,  I 
fee  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  it. 

43- 

The  quotations  of  the  oldTeflament,  like 
parables,  brought  in  to  prove  only  one  point. 
The  other  circumftances  prove  nothing. 
Ergo  generally  allufions. 


f 


44.  The 


The  origin  and  vindication,  as  appears  to. 
me,  of  the  double  fenfe  of  prophecies. 

God,  when  he  fpoke,  had  only  one  fenfe; 
and  David,  when  he  fpake  with  no  more 
than  poetical  infpiration,  in  Pfalm  ii.  and 
xviii.  had  but  one  fenfe,  viz.,  his  own  ele- 
vation. But  when  God  reprefented  the 
meffiah  under  temporal  terms,  and  called 
him  David,  (Jer.  xxx.  .9,  Hofeaiii.  5.)  then, 
God  gave  them  a warrant  to  interpret  things, 
fpoken  of  David,  as  fpoken  of  the  meffiah. 
Yet  this  is  to  be  done  with  caution.  For 
David  is  here  God’s  fon ; afterwards,  Solo- 
mon. Which  fhews  us  that  the  meffiah 
was  not  originally  meant  in  either  place,  but 
incongruous  figures,  as  Jefus  called  the  vine, 
and  the  way.  Inquire  into  this.  9th  July* 
1772. 

4 5- 

To  make  ufe  of  the  apocryphal  writings 
of  Barnabas,  &c,  to  interpret  difficult  paf- 
fages.* 

46.  The 

* See  Lardncr’s  “ Credibility.”  part.  ii.  voh  i.  and 
fcq. 


46. 

The  grand  queftion  is ; Are  fads  which 
happened  1700  years  ago  to  dired  moral 
condud?  Anfwer.  Yes;  principles  founded 
on  them  may.  As  is  apparent  from  whole 
nations  ading  upon  charters,  and  colonies 
upon  the  faith  of  former  migrations. 

47- 

* — <—  thinks  that  the  gofpels  and  Jefus’s 
preaching  were  to  fhew  one  point,  viz.  that 
he  was  the  meifiah,  or  that  “ I am  he,”  as 
he  expreffes  it ; the  refurredion  or  future 
hate  taken  for  granted.  But  that,  in  the 
Ads,  the  fcheme  opens  much,  when  the 

gofpel  was  preached  to  the  pagans.  

has  doubts  about  the  invocation  of  Chrift. 
Puzzled  with  Ads  ix.  14. 

48. 

The  matter  of  miracles  being  proved  by 
dodrines,  may  eafily  be  fettled  by  dividing 
the  queftion.  If  we  live  when  miracles  are 
faid  to  be  done,  we  inquire,  as  Farmer  fays, 
only  into  the  fad.  But,  if  we  live  in  times 

after 
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after  the  miracle,  then,  as  Jortin  fays,  we 
muft  prove  the  miracle  by  the  do&rine.  We 
rejecft  the  pagan  miracles  as  wrought  for  no* 

purpofe,  or  to  eftablifh  error, 

■* 

49, 

Dragonetti,  in  his  treatife  upon  virtues 
and  rewards,  has  the  following  divifion  of 
the  virtues.  Firft,  praife  to  thofewho  pro- 
duce the  fupports  of  life ; the  fecond,  to  re- 
move evils ; the  third,  conveniences  with 
the  queen  of  genuine  pleafures  ; the  fourth,, 
to  relieve  fatiety  by  opening  the  treafures  of 
fancy.  This  mod:  admirable.  Agriculture 
the  firft. 

50. 

Miracles  performed  by  a perfon,  are  not  a 
proof  of  his  perpetual  infpiration.  In  the 
fame  manner,  miracles  were  not  wrought 
in  proof  of  Matthew’s  gofpel,  but  in  proof 
qf  the  chriftian  religion.* 

51* 

Men  in  England  allow  the  ufe  of  one  metal 

in 

*.  Sec  Farmer’s  “ D'iflcrtation  on  miracles  •”  ch.v. 
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I ' 

in  planting  religion  in  the  human  bread, 
viz.  the  ufe  of  gold  : and  why  not  then  the 
ufe  of  fteel  ? 

52. 

Among  the  injunctions  given  by  the  vi- 
ctors of  the  monaderies  in  1535  was  the 
following : “ The  abbot  or  head  was 

every  day  to  explain  fome  part  of  the  rule 
[of  his  houfe,]  and  apply  it  according  to 
Chrid’s  law  5 and  to  diew  them,  that  their 
ceremonies  were  but  elements,  introduc- 
tory to  true  chriftianity ; and  that  religion 
confided  not  in  habits,  or  fuch  like  rites, 
but  in  cleannefs  of  heart,  purenefs  of  liv- 
ing, unfeigned  faith,  brotherly  charity,  and 
and  true  honouring  of  God  in  fpirit  and  in 
truth  : that,  therefore,  they  mud  not  reft  in 
their  ceremonies,  but  afcend  by  them  to 
true  religion.”  * 

53’ 

The  firft  aim  to  produce  as  much  rational 
animal  life  upon  a given  didrift  anddividon 
of  the  earth  as  podible,  with  the  mod  hap- 
pinefs  and  lead;  pain.  All  duties  befides,  only 
modes  and  means  and  deps  to  this  end. 

54.  tf  Enfin 

* See  Burnet’s  “ Hid,  of  reformation.”  4th  edit. 

vol.  i.  p. 
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54- 

<e  Enfin  l’affemblee  (i.  e.  the  fenate  of 
Zurich)  fe  fepara,  et  cependant  le  fenat  or- 
don  que  l’on  precheroit  l’evangile  felon  la 
dodtrine  de  l’ancien  et  du  nouveau  Tefta- 
ment,  et  non  felon  les  decrets  et  les  confti- 
tutions  humaines.”  * 

55- 

Que  l’ecriture  fainte  etoit  tres  facile  et 
tres  claire,  et  que  pour  l’entendre,  il  ne 
faloit  ni  glofe  ni  commentaire,  mais  fim- 
plement  avoir  l’efprit  d’oiiaille  de  Jefus 
Chrift,  or  the  fpirit  of  the  vyi n'oq.  Ad- 

mirable fentiment  of  Luther. -f- 

\ 4 

56* 

Every  thing  depends  upon  the  hufband- 
man.  The  earth,  the  common  mother  of 
us  all ; fhe  produces,  {he  fupports  us  j and 
therefore  kings,  bifhops,  lawyers,  phyficians, 
foldiers,  failors,  Sec.  Sec.  See.  to  be  kept 

within 

* Courayer.  Cone.  Trent,  v.  ii.  33,. 

t Sec  Fra.  Paolo  Cone.  Trent.  Vol.  1.  p.  236. 
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wi'thitl  reafonable  bounds,  otherwise  they 
may  depopulate  the  world. 

57- 

To  be  a platonift  is  to  adent  to  Plato’s 
dodrine.  To  be  a chridian  is  to  own 
Chfift’s  authority. 

58* 

Differences  of  dyle,  fhould  be  as  the  dif- 
ferences of  drefs  in  a prudent  mi  drefs  of  a 
family.  One  drefs,  when  in  domeflic  duties ; 
another,  when  fhe  receives  vifitors;  a third, 
when  die  vifits. 

i.  . ' 

59- 

xt  The  mod  effedual  way  to  overthrew 
error  is  toedablidi  truth.”  Anufeful  hint, 
and  falls  in  with  my  idea  of  divinity  lec- 
tures. 

60. 

In  the  following  words  of  lord  Lyttelton, 
fpeaking  of  William  E.ufus,  is  depided  the 
prefent  date  of'the  englidi  laity ; “ his  mind 
was  too  penetrating,  not  to  fee  the  depravity 

of 
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of  what  was  then  called  religion,  and  his 
heart  was  too  corrupt  to  feek  for  a better.”* 

61. 

What  Beccaria  fays  of  the  divifion  of 
crimes,  may  be  illudrated  thus.  A party 
are  in  a fhip,  a crime  of  lefe  majedy  is  an 
attempt  to  burn  or  fink  the  fhip.  This  the 
great  evil,  and,  mod  drongly,  roufes  all.  The 
fecond,  is  an  attempt  to  dedroy  the  pilot,  i.  e. 
the  king.  This  great,  but  not  fo  bad  as 
the  fil'd.  The  third,  is  to  attempt  to  throw 
a fellow- paffenger  overboard.  This  terrifies 
all,  but  not  fo  much  as  the  fil'd  or  fecond. 
The  fourth,  making  their  provifions  lefs 
plead ng  to  the  palate,  or  fome  fuch  fmaller 
injury.  , This  dill  lighter.  This  explains 
the  matter  intirely  to  my  idea.-f- 

62. 

To  a perfon  who  believes  a God,  an  here- 
after approves  itfelf  credible.  Such  a being 
as  man,  nlayfay,  “ thou  can’d  raife  me,  O 
my  creator;  and  as  thou  had  given  me  a 

mind 

* See  “ Hift.  of  Henry  ii.”  3.  edit.  Svo.  vol.  i.  p. 

f See  Beccaria,  tc  Dei  dclitti  c delle  pent,”  the  fed. 
entitled,  Divifione  Dei  dclitti. 
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mind  capable  or  knowing  thee,  I trail:  that 
if  I imitate  thy  gcodnefs,  thou  wilt  raife 
me.”  This  hope  confirmed  in  the  gofpeh 

63. 

It  is  a pleating  reflection  to  think  that,  by 
■ exercife  and  reading,  the  human  mind  im- 
proves. Yet,  if  it  fades,  if  it  languishes  and 
dies  for  ever,  what  comfort  in  the  improve- 
ment of  our  faculties,  or  by  aCting  in  Sup- 
port of  religious  liberty,  and  taking  pains  in 
the  fcriptures.  But  if  we  live  again,  then 
every  improvement  will  remain,  and  it  is 
worth  while  to  increafe  in  knowledge,  and 
to  improve  in  the  moral  and  theopathetic 
affeCtions  of  the  foul. 

64. 

The  happinefs  of  creatures  who  rife  again, 
muft  be  greater  than  that  of  creatures  who 
have  not  undergone  trouble.  God  wills  the 
greateft  happinefs ; ergo,  there  is  reafon  to 
hope  a refurreCtion. 

65. 

“ Mais  quelle  eft  la  direction  ou  tendance 
generate  et  commune  que  nous  voyons  dans 
H.  M,  tous 
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tous  les  etres  ? Quel  eft  le  but  viftble  et 
connu  de  tous  leurs  mouvemens  ? C’eft  de 
conferver  leur  exiftence  a&uelle,  c’eft  d’  y 
perfeverer,  c’eft  de  la  fortifier,  c’eft  d’  attirer 
ce  que  lui  eft  favorable,  c’eft  de  repoufter 
ce  qui  peut  lui  nuire,  c’eft  de  refifter  aux 
impullions  contraires  a fa  fa$on  d’etre,  et  a 
fa  tendance  naturelle.”* 

66. 

If  the  proje&ile  motion  fhews  a forming 
God,  the  centripetal  force  adting  inceffantly 
fhews  a preferving  God. 

67.. 

<s  La  morale  eft  la  fcience  des  rapports  qui 
font  entre  les  efprits,  les  volontes  et  les 
actions  des  hommes,  que  la  geometrie  eft  la 
fcience  des  rapports  qui  font  entre  les  corps. 
La  morale  feroit  une  chimere,  et  n’auroit 
point  de  principes  furs,  ft  elle  ne  fe  fondoit 

fur 


* Mirabaud.  vol.  i.  53. 

[ The  book  here  cited  by  the  name  of  Mirabaud,  is 
the  celebrated  “ Syfteme  de  la  nature,”  which,  how- 
ever, is  now  known  to  have  been  written,  not  by  Mira- 
baud, but  by  a focicty  of  the  moft  eminent  french  un- 
believers.] 
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fur  la  connafijffance  des  motifs  qui  doivent 
neceflairemeal  infliier  fur  les  volontes  hu- 
maines  et  determiner  leurs  a&ions.”* 

68. 

•*  Un  bon  livre  en  laucHant  le  cceur  d’un 
grand  prince,  peut  devenir  une  caufe  puif- 
iante  qui  influera  necefiairement  fur  la  con- 
duce de  tout  un  peuple,  et  fur  la  felicite 
d’une  portion  du  genre  humain.”-f‘ 

69. 

To  have  revealed  a future  fate  too  foonp 
would  have  put  men  under  the  power  of 
priefls  too  foon ; but  the  almighty  kept 
back  that  knowledge  ’till  men  had  improved 
their  laws,  &c.  fo  as  to  be  able  the  better  to 
bear  it. 

/ 

70. 

i(  Societe,  pour  etre  avantageufe,  devrolt 
etre  un  fyfteme  de  volontes,  dans  lequel 
celles  que  agiflcnt  d’unefafon  conforme  au% 

M 2 interets 


* Mirabaud  i,  218. 


f Ibid.  i.  2^60 


( l64  ) 

interets  du  tout,  eprouveroient  infaillible- 
ment  une  reaction  avantageufe.”* 

71. 

te  Souvenons  nous  toujours  que  notre  bon- 
heur  folide  doit  fe  fonder  fur  l’eftime  de  nous- 
memes,  et  fur  les  avantages  que  nous  pro- 
curons  a d’  autres  j et  que  de  tous  les  pro- 
jects le  plus  impracticable  pour  un  etre  qui 
vit  en  fociete,  eft  celui  de  vouloir  fe  rendre 
exclulivement  heureux.”>j- 

72. 

It  is  objected  by  philofophers,  that  reli- 
gion applies  a motive  too  weak  to  turn  the 
mind  from  vice  in  the  moment  of  tempta- 
tion. Were  we  to  allow  this  in  each  parti- 
cular inftance,  yet  if  we  confider  the  force 
of  virtuous  habits,  which  religion  alone  can 
form,  we  muft  allow  her  force  to  be  great 
in  forming  the  moral  principle,  which  en- 
ables us  to  rife  fuperior  to  every  vicious  ap- 
petite. This  deferves  further  reflection. 

73- 

Prayer,  philofophically  confidered,  may, 
by  altering  the  affeCtions  of  my  mind,  put 

me 


* Mirabaud  i.  348. 
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me  into  that  (late,  according  to  which,  the 
courfe  of  divine  providence  renders  me 
capable  of  bleffings : popularly  confidered, 
i.  e.  in  the  effedt,  and  as  a fecondary  affection, 
it  is  to  be  fuppofed  as  working  an  alteration 
in  the  mind  of  God,  our  creator,  governor, 
and  judge.  This  feems  to  be  the  cafe.  July 
1773,  but  it  cannot  be  worthily  performed, 
linlefs  the  latter  idea  prevails  at  the  time. 

74- 

“ II  eft  evident  que  toute  revelation  qui 
n’eft  pas  claire,  ou  qui  enfigne  des  myfteres, 
ne  peut  etre  l’ouvrage  d’un  etre  intelligent 
et  fage  : des  qu’il  parle  on  doit°  prefumer 
que  c’eft  pour  etre  entendu  de  ceux  a qui  il 
veut  fe  manifefter,  Parler  pour  n’  etre  point 
entendu,  n’annonce  aue  de  la  folie,  ou  de 
mauvaife  foi.  II  eft  done  tres  demontre, 
que  tout  ce  que  les  pretres  ont  appelle  des 
myfteres,  font  des  inventions,  faitespour  jetter 
une  voile  epailfe  fur  leurs  propres  contra- 
dictions, et  leur  propre  ignorance  fur  la  di- 
vinity. Ils  trancherent  toutes  les  difficultes, 
en  difant,  c’eft  un  myftere.  D’ailleurs  leur 
interet  voulut  que  les  hommes  n’  entendiflent 
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rien  a la  fclence  pretendue  dont  ils  s’ctoicnfc 
faits  les  dep  oft  ta  ires.”  * 

75- 

How  it  may  be  with  the  minds  of  others, 
I cannot  poffibly  fay.  Mine  cannot  eafily 
contemplate  probability  in  a large  number 
of  independent  arguments,  and  form  a judg- 
ment from  the  whole.  I am  too  much  af- 
fedted  by  each  fubjedt  in  its  turn,  which 
gets  the  intire  pofteftion  of  my  mind,  and 
leads  me  into  fcepticifm.  The  bed:  wav, 
therefore,  to  have  convidtion  on  important 
points,  and  to  guard  again  ft  error,  feems  to 
be,  to  pradtife  thofe  moralities  which  are 

founded  uponfadtj  to  cultivate  the  fecondary 

* 

affections ; to  engage  in  works  which  tend 
to  increafe  human  happinefs , to  aim  at 
refignation,  a duty  at  all  events ; to  read 
hiftoryj  and  to  let  opinions  rile  unbidden  to 
my  mind,  without  thofe  laborious  exercifes 
of  the  brain,  of  which  the  producers  aridity 
and  fcepticifm. 

I have  no  occafion  to  be  alarmed  with  this 
incapacity  of  drawing  inferences,  after  pain- 
ful reflection,  upon  important  fubjedts.  It 

is 


* Mirabaud  ii.  89. 


( 1 67  ) 

is  the  cafe  in  every  other  matter,  where  pre- 
vious doubts  are  wont  to  arife.  Attend  to  the 
duties  of  life,  refpeding  of  parents,  loving 

friends : and  feek  the  fituation  which  is  mofl 
* 

agreeable  to  nature,  (a  country  life,  if  not 
with  children,  yet  with  pupils,)  and  the  con- 
victions which  nature  warrants,  will  then 
arife  in  their  proper  courfe.  12  July,  1773. 

When  vice  fometimes,  in  the  moment  of 
temptations,  appears  the  greater  good,  can  1 
wonder  that,  in  the  moment  of  defpondency, 
the  worfe  /hould  appear  the  better  reafon  ? 
Take  the  feafon  of  temperance,  benevolence, 
and  health,  and  the  fecondary  affedions  will 
then  point  at  truth ; and  nature,  rightly  con- 
ceived of,  will  lead  to  nature’s  God. 

76- 

“ Bien  des  gens  ont  regarde  Jefus  comme 
un  vrai  Theifte,  dont  la  religion  a ete  peu 
a peu  corrompue.”  * 

77- 

“ L’on  ne  doit  done  pas  crain  dre  de  repan- 
dreles  idees  parmi  les  hommes.  Sont  elles uti- 
les elles  frudifient  peu  a peu.  Tout  homme 
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qui  ccrit  ne  doit  point  fixer  fes  yeux  fur  Ic 
terns  ou  il  vit,  ni  fur  ces  concitoyens  adtuels, 
ni  fur  la  contree  qu’il  habite.  II  doit  parler 
au  genre  humain,  il  doit  preveir  les  races 
futures.* 

78. 

In  the  following  words  of  Mirabaud  is 
expreffed,  my  idea  of  the  religion  of  nature, 
fo  far  as  relates  to  our  duty  to  our  neighbour. 
He  conceives  this  to  be  the  voice  of  nature. 
I only  differ  from  him  in  thinking  it  the 
voice  of  God.  He  is  right  in  thus  founding 
morality  on  fad:.-  And  the  fad  of  Jefus’s 
refurredion  gives  to  religion  its  perfection, 
and  confirms  piety  a moral  duty. 

“ Suis  done,  o homme!  dans  quelque  rang 
que  tu  te  trouves,  ie  plan  qui  t’  eft  trace, 
pour  obtenir  le  bonheur  auquel  tu  peux  pre- 
tendre.  Que  1’  humanite  fenftble  t’  intereffe 
au  fort  de  1’  homme  ton  femblable ; que  ton 
coeur  t’  attendriffe  fur  les  infortunes  des  au- 
tres  s que  ta  main  genereufe  s'  ouvre  pour 
fecourir  le  malhereux  que  fon  deftin  accable. 
Songe  qu’  il  peut  un  jour  t’  accabler  ainfi  que 
lui.  P.econnois  done  que  tout  infortune  a 
droit  a tes  hienfaits.  Effuie  furtout  les 

* Mirabaud,  ii.  4 a a. 
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pleurs  de  1’ innocence  opprimee;  que  les 
larmes  de  la  vertu  dans  la  detreffe  foient  re- 
cueillies  dans  ton  fein ; que  la  douce  chaleur 
de  l’amitie  fincere  echauffe  ton  cceur  hon- 
nete ; que  1’  eftime  d’  une  compagne  cherie 
te  faife  oublier  les  peines  de  la  vie;  fois 
fidele  a fa  tendreffe,  qu’  elle  foit  fidelle  a la 
tienne  ; que  fous  les  yeux  de  parens  unis  et 
vertueux  tes  enfans  apprennent  la  vertu  j 
qu’  apres  avoir  occupe  ton  age  mur,  ils  ren- 
dent  a ta  vieilleffe  les  foins  que  tu  auras 
donnes  a leur  enfance  imbecille. 

<£  Sois  jufte,  parceque  l’equite  eft  la  foutien 
du  genre  humain.  Sois  bon,  parceque  la 
bonte  enchaine  tous  les  cceurs.  Sois  indul- 
gent, parceque  foible  toi-meme,  tu  vis  avec 
des  etres  aufti  foibles  que  toi.  Sois  doux, 
parceque  la  douceur  attire  1*  affedtion.  Sois 
reconnoiflant,  parceque  la  reconnoiflance  ali- 
mente  et  nourrit  la  bonte.  Sois  modefte, 
parceque  1’  orgueil  revolte  les  etres  epris 
d’  eux-memes.  Pardonne  les  injures,  parce- 
que la  vengeance  eternife  les  haines.  Fais 
du  bien  a celui  qui  t’  outrage,  afin  de  te 
montrer  plus  grand  que  lui,  et  de  t’  en  faire 
un  ami.  Sois  retenu,  tempere,  chafte,  parce- 
que 
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que  la  volupte,  1’  intemperance,  et  les  exci? 
detruiront  ton  etre,  et  te  rendront  mepri- 
fable. 

“ Sois  citoyen,  parceque  ta  patrie  eft  ne- 
ceftaire  a ta  furete,  a tes  plaifirs,  a ton 
bien-etre.  Sois  fidele  et  founds  a 1’ auto- 
rites legitime,  parce  qu’  elle  eft  neceftaire 
au  maintien  de  la  fociete,  qui  t’  eft  necef- 
faire  a toi-meme.  * Obei's  aux  loix,  parce 
qu’  elles  font  1’  exprefiion  de  volonte  pub- 
lique,  a laquelle  ta  volonte  particuliere  doit 
etre  fubordonnee.  Defends  ton  pays,  parce 
que  c’eft  lui  qui  te  rend  heureux,  et  qui 
renferme  les  biens,  ainft  que  tous  les  etres 
les  plus  chers  a ton  coeur.  Ne  fouftfe  point 
que  cette  mere  commune  de  toi  et  de  tes 
concitoyens  tombe  dans  les  fers  de  la  tyran- 
nie,  parceque  pour  lors  elie  ne  feroit  plus 
qu’ une  prifon  pour  toi.  Si  ton  injufte  pa- 
trie te  refufe  le  bonheur ; ft  foumife  au 
« 

pouvoir  injufte,  elle  fouffre  qu’ on  t’ op- 
prime,  eloigne  toi  d’  elle  en  filence  ; ne  la 
trouble  jamais. 

“ En  un  mot  fois  homme ; fois  un  etre  fen- 
fible  et  raifonnable ; fois  epoux  fidele,  pere 
iendre,  maJtre  equitable,  citoyen  zele ; tra- 

vaille 
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vaille  a fervir  ton  pays  par  tes  forces,  tes  ta- 
lens,  ton  iiiduftrie,  tes  vertus.  Fais  part  a 
tes  affocies  des  dons  que  la  nature  t’a  fait; 
repand  le  bien-etre,  le  contentement  et  la 
joie  fur  tous  ceux  qui  t’  approchent : que  la 
fphere  de  tes  actions,  rendue  vivante  par  tes 
bienfaits  reagifle  fur  toi-meme  ; fois  fur  que 
F homme  qui  fait  des  heureux  ne  peut  etre 
Jui-meme  mal-heureux.  En  te  conduifant 
ainli,  quelque  foient  1’  injustice,  et  Y aveu- 
glement  des  etres  avec  qui  ton  fort  te  fait 
vivre,  tu  ne  feras  jamais  total ement  prive 
des  recompenfes  qui  te  feront  dues ; nulle 
force  fur  la  terre  ne  ponrra  du  moins  te  ravir 
le  contentement  interieur,  cette  fource  la 
plus  pure  de  toute  la  felicite ; tu  rentras  a 
chaque  indant  avec  plaiiir  en  toi-meme;  tu 
ne  trouveras  au  fond  de  ton  cceur  ni  honte, 
ni  terreur,  ni  remords ; tu  t’  aimeras  ; tu  fe- 
ras grand  a tes  yeux ; tu  feras  cheri,  tu  feras 
efliine  de  tou tes  les  ames  honnetes,  dont  le 
jufrrage  vapt  bien  mieux  que  celui  de  la 
multitude  egaree.  Cependant  fi  tu  te  portes 
au  dehors,  des  vifages  contens  t’exprimeront 
la  tendrefle,  1’ interet,  le  fentiment.  Une 
vie,  dont  chaque  inftant  fera  marque  par  la 
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paix  de  ton  ame,  et  V affedion  des  etres  qui 
t’  environnent,  te  conduira  paifliblement  au 
terme  de  tes  jours  3 car  il  faut  que  tu  meures; 
mais  tu  te  furvis  deja>  par  la  penfee  j tu 
vivras  toujours  dans  1*  efprit  de  tes  amis,  et 
des  etres  que  tes  mains  ont  rendu  fortunes ; 
tes  vertus  y ont  d’  avance  erige  des  monu- 
mens  durables.  Si  le  ciel  s’ occupoit  de  toi, 
il  feroit  content  de  ta  conduite,  quand  la 
terre  en  eft  contente.”* 

79- 

Piety,  or  duty  to  God,  is  a duty  founded 
upon  fad,  as  well  as  duty  to  man.  It  is 
nothing  more  than  refignation  and  thanks- 
giving, adions  or  affedions  are  as  ftrongly 
fuggefted  by  the  nature  of  things,  as  juftice 
and  benevolence/ 

80, 

N 

Hartley’s  folution  of  the  chief  difficulty 
with  refped  to  a fupreme  intelligent  caufe. 
ii.  32. 

**  If  there  be  nothing  but  matter  in  the 
world,  then  the  motions  and  modifications 

of 
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of  matter  muft  be  the  caufe  of  intelligence* 
But  even  finite  intelligences,  fuch  as  that  of 
man,  for  inftance,  fhew  fo  much  Ikill  and 
defign  in  their  conftitution,  as  alfo  to  fiiew 
that  their  caufes,  i.  e.  the  appropriated  mo- 
tions and  modifications  of  matter,  muft  be 
appointed  and  conducted  by  a prior  and  fu- 
perior  intelligence.  The  infinite  intelli- 
gence of  God,  therefore,  (proved  in  the 
third  propofition,)  fince  it  refults  from  the 
motions  and  modifications  of  matter,  re- 
quires another  infinite  intelligence  to  diredt 
thefe  motions,  which  is  abfurd.  God  is, 
therefore,  proved  to  be  immaterial  from 
his  infinite  intelligence. 

“ It  is  true,  indeed,  that  our  fenfes  convey 
nothing  to  us  but  imprefiions  from  matter ; 
and,  therefore,  that  we  can  have  no  exprefs 
original  ideas  of  any  things,  befides  material 
ones  j whence  we  are  led  to  conclude,  that 
there  is  nothing  but  matter  in  the  univerfe. 
However,  this  is  evidently  a prejudice  drawn 
from  our  fituation,  and  an  argument  taken 
merely  from  our  ignorance  and  the  narrow- 
nefs  of  our  faculties.  Since,  therefore,  on 
the  other  hand,  mere  matter  appears  quite 
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tillable  to  account  for  the  fimpleft  and  moft 
ordinary  phenomena,  we  muft  either  fup- 
pofe  an  immaterial  fubftance,  or  elfe  fuppoie, 
that  matter  has  fome  powers  and  properties 
different  and  fuperior  to  thole  which  appear. 
But  this  laff  fuppoiition  is  the  fame  in  effect 
asthe  lirffc , though,  on  account  of  the  im- 
perfection of  language,  it  feems  to  be  diffe- 
rent. 

“ At  thefame  time  it  ought  to  be  obferved, 
that  if  a perfon  acknowledges  the  infinite 
power,  knowledge,  and  goodnefs  of  God, 
the  proofs  of  which  are  prior  to,  and  quite 
independent  on  that  of  his  immateriality, 
this  perfon  acknowledges  all  that  is  of  prac- 
tical importance.  But  then,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  all'o  to  be  obferved,  that  the  opi- 
nion of  the  materiality  of  the  divine  nature, 
has  a tendency  to  lefien  our  reverence  for  it, 
and,  confequently,  to  invalidate  the  proofs  of 
the  divine  power,  knowledge,  and  goodnefs.’' 

N.  B.  This  is  an  admirable  and  full  an- 
fwer  to  the  chief  objection  in  Mirabaud; 
and  may  be  placed  in  a ftill  fironger  light, 
if  we  adopt  the  language  of  Berkley  and 
Malbranche. 
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8i. 

Let  us  fuppofe  a legiflator  was  to  live  nve 
hundred  years,  and,  during  that  whole  time, 
had  the  privilege  of  making  laws  for  Eng- 
land, the  paffions  of  mankind,  &c.  remain- 
ingas  they  are.  What  a feries  of  fchemes 
would  be  neceffary  to  bring  the  people  to 
virtue  and  happinefs.  So  God,  in  his  dif- 
penfations,  deals  with  mankind  as  men. 

82. - 

Thankfgiving,  and  adts  of  refignation, 
fhould  form  the  chief  parts  of  our  pious  in- 
tercourfe  with  the  deity.  Thefe  may  be 
defended  upon  the  fcheme  of  philofopliical 
free  will,  or  neceffi  ty,  having  God  for  its 
fource. 

83. 

The  following  is  the  date  of  too  many  of 
the  clergy  and  fellows  of  colleges,  not  to  their 
difpraife,  but  by  neceffi  ty ; “ che  effendo 
privo  de  quello  ftimolo  della  vita  attiva,  che 
e la  neceffita  di  cuflodire,  O di  aumentare  i 
commodi  della  vita,  lafcia  alle  paffioni  di 
opinione,  che  non  fono  le  meno  forti,  tutta 
la  loro  energia.” 
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84. 

Csfar  obferved,  that  “ omnia  mala  exem- 
pla  ex  bonis  initiis  orta  funt.”*  Hence,  the 
corruptions  of  chriftianity  under  popery  prove 
its  primaeval  excellence. 

85. 

The  following,  ‘ expreffes  my  very  fenti* 
ment,  as  expreffed  in  my  fermon. 

“ On  demande  s’il  eft  poffible  d’aimer  la 
vertu  pour  elle-meme.  C’  eft  peut-etre  le 
fublime  inftinft  de  quelques  ames  privi- 
legiees ; mais  toutes  les  fois  que  1’  amour 
de  la  vertu  eft  reflechi,  il  eft  interefte.  Ne 
croyez  pas  que  cet  aveu  foit  humiliant  pour 
la  nature,  vous  allez  voir  que  V interet  de 
la  vertu  s’  epure  et  s’  ennoblit  comme  celui 
de  1’  amitie,  1’  un  fervira  d’exemple  a T autre. 

“ D’abord  1’  amitie  n’eft  produite  que  par 
des  vues  de  convenance,  d’  agrement  et  d’ 
utilite.  Infenfiblement  1’  effet  fe  degage  de 
la  caufe ; les  motifs  s’  evanouhfent,  le  fen- 

N 

timent  refte ; on  y trouve  un  charme  in- 
connu  i on  y s’  attache  par  habitude  la  dou- 
ceur 


* Sail.  Bell.  Cat.  51# 


( i77  ) 

ceur  de  fon  exigence : des  lors  les  pelneS 
ont  beau  prendre  la  place  des  plaifirs  que 
1’ on  attendoit ; on  facrifie  a 1’ amitie  tous 
les  biens  qu’  on  efperoit  d’  elle ; et  ce  fenti- 
ment,  con^u  dans  la  joie,  fe  nourrit  et  s’ 
accroit  au  milieu  des  douleurs.  II  en  eft  de 
meme  de  la  vertu.  Pour  attirer  les  coeurs, 
il  faut  qu’  elle  prefente  V attrait  de  1’  agre- 
ment  ou  de  Y utilite  : car  avant  de  V aimer, 
on  fe  T aime  ; et  avant  d’  en  avoir  joui,  on. 
cherche  en  elle  un  autre  bien,  Quand  Re- 
gulus,  dans  fa  jeunelfe,  la  vit  pour  la  pre- 
miere fois,  elle  etoit  triomphante,  et  cou- 
ronnee  de  gloire  : il  fe  paflionna  pour  elle ; 
et  vous  favez  s’ilT  abandonna,  lorfqu’  elle 
lui  montra  des  fers,  des  tortures,  et  des 
buchers.”  * 


86. 

The  following  two  maxims  are  the  fum, 
and  fubftance  of  all  pra&ical  religion,  ift. 
In  thole  circumftances,  which  will  not  bend 
to  our  will,  to  reft  refigned  to  the  courfe  of 
things,  fatisfied  that  they  are  directed  by  the 
hand  of  providence  to  the  general  good, 

2d. 


II. 


* Marmontel.  Belifaire.  ioi, 

N 
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2d.  In  thofe  circumstances  which  are  influ- 
enced by  our  wills,  to  ftrive  to  conform 
them  to  the  general  courfe  of  providence, 
i.  e.  aiming  to  diredt  them  to  the  greatefl 
good,  and  cherishing  in  our  hearts  the  love 

of  human  kind.  (Mr. fays,  that 

the  foldiers  and  failors  hold  the  dodtrine  of 
predeftination,  which  fupports  them,  and 
at  leaft  makes  them  eafy.)  The  foregoing 
maxims  are  the  fentiments  of  my  heart,  in  an 
hour  when  truth  is  moil  likely  to  prevail, 
loth  Odt.  — 73. 

87. 

If  the  Newtonian  and  Maclaurinian  me- 
thod of  proving  a deity  will  not  Strike,  every 
other  method,  or  more  complex  proof,  mud 
fail.  The  mind  which  rejedts  them  mufl 
rejedt  every  other  fpecies  of  proof,  and  is 
unable  to  comprehend  any  truth  whatfoever. 

88. 

Natural  religion  teaches  us  to  hope  for  an 
hereafter.  Revelation  affures  us  of  it.  Na- 
tural religion  teaches  us  to  hope,  that  if  a 
man  repent,  God  will  pardon.  Jefus  pro- 
claimed 


I 
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claimed  remiffion  of  fins,  i.  e.  he  fhewed, 
by  the  facft  of  inviting  men  to  repent,  that 
a converfion  of  the  heart  to  God  would  be 
accepted  by  the  father  of  mankind.  I do 
not  fuppofe  that  a perfon  embracing  chrifti- 
anity  without  pradtifing  the  virtues,  would 
be  happy;  but  he  was  put  in  the  way  of 
making  the  proper  atonement,  by  the  au- 
thoritative declaration  of  God’s  pardon  in 
cafe  of  amendment,  Thefe,  the  two  grand 
purpofes  of  Chrift’s  coming.  31ft  Dec. 

J773* 

89. 

The  ftrongeft  argument  for  God's  creative 
power,  and  difpofing  and  preferving  provi- 
dence, from  thefe  three  feftions  of  Newton, 
the  9th,  the  nth,  and  the  nth.  The  par- 
ticles of  matter  might,  for  any  thing  we  fee, 
have  attra&ed  one  another,  according  to  an 
infinite  variety  of  laws,  but  the  inverfe 
lquare  the  only  wife  one.  This  in  my  opi- 
nion deftroys  all  the  reafonings  of  Mira- 

baud.  My  le&ures  to are,  I truft,  juft. 

9th  Jan.  1774. 

N 2 


Four 


1 
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Four  points  in  chriftianity.  ift.  Remif- 
fion  of  fins  on  repentance  allured  to  us  by 
fa<5t.  2d.  Refurre&ion  on  the  fame  foun- 
dation. Duties.  1 ft.  Love  of  God.  2d.  Love 
of  man.  A deift  receives  thefe  from  the 
light  of  nature.  A chriftian  from  the  ex- 
prefs  revelations  from  the  author  of  nature. 
See  all  this  in  Tit.  ii.  11. 
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Natural  rights  which  are  not  created,  but 
only  fecured  by  fociety.  1.  Life.  2.  Liberty. 
3.  Property.  4.  Marriage.  5.  Divine  wor- 
fhip. 

92. 

Women  are  not  dealt  with  juftly  by  the 
laws  of  the  land.  All  laws  of  inferiority 
fhould  be  repealed.  Compadt  fuppofes  equa- 
lity. 


THESIS 
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HUNC  PRIMUM  I M PRIMITUR  EX  MS. 
AUTOGRAPH  O. 


STATUS  ANIMARUM  IN  INTERVALLO  MORTIS  AT- 
QUE  RESURRECTIONIS  AGENTIUM  QUICQUAM 
SIVE  SENTIENTIUM  EX  SACRIS  LITERIS  COL- 
LIGI  NEQJJ  IT. 

Si  quis  eorum  inftituta  et  prsecepta, 
quos  fapientum  nomine  priorum  a^tatum  lau- 
des  honeftarunt,  animo  recenferet  et  luftra- 
ret,  multum  fane  fibi  gratularetur  nato, 
cum  pleno  orbe  revelationis  lumen  mortali- 
bus  affulfit.  Sive  enim  fpes  hominum  vanas 
et  caducas  fpedemus,  five  eorundem  vitas  ad 
pbilofophias  fallacis  normam  effidas  con- 
templemur,  in  moribus  inconftantia,  in 
morte  defperatio  fteva  dominata  eft.  Quam- 
plurimi  certe  ante  Chriftum  natum  extite- 
runt  doftrina  perpoliti,  honeftiffimis  mori- 
bus ornati,  civium  decus  et  tutamen.  Quid 
vero  a nobis  cenfendum  eft,  cum  eofdem 
videmus  fupremo  fpiritu  profitentes  virtutem 
nomen  efte  inane,  ac  nil  poft  mortem  a mor- 
talibus  fperandum  ? Semper  ante  oculos 
verfatur  vulgus  fuperftitionibus  pravis  de- 
ditum  et  implicitum,  omni  morum  fpurcitie 

N 4 inquina- 
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inquinatum.  Apparuit  Chriftus  folis  inftar 
imbres  atque  nubes  diffipantis,  et  ftatim, 
diffug'unt  tenebrae, 

**  placatumque  nitet  diffiifo  lumine  cadum.” 
Mortalium  generi  erroris  fpecie  omni- 
moda  laboranti  tandem  fuccurritur  : philo- 
fophiae  forma  ver-e  divina  fefe  caelo  demifit, 
et  vultu  ad  fedes  beatas-  penitus  converfo  nos 
a Lethaeo  amni,  a mortis  nigrore  fempiterno 
evellens  atque  vindicans,  Elyfii  campos  late 
diffufos  oculis  fubjecit,  et  favente  fide,  nos  in 
jpfo  caeli  limine  collocavit. 

Quanquam  vero  ills  fummus  preceptor, 
cui  foli  in  ecclefiam  fuam  a Deo  conceditur 
dominium,  ut  nobis  vifum  eft,  omnia  clarc 
atque  dilucide  propofuit : exorta  eft  tamen 
per  multa  fecula  fummis  adverfantium  viri- 
bus  agitata  queftio  : de  qua  fecundum  aca- 
demias  inftituta  jam  a nobis  difputandum  eft. 

Septimo  ut  traditur  decurrente  feculo 
primo  exortus  eft  eorum  error,  qui  volunt 
vita  defundtorum.  animas  posnis  exerceri, 
donee  omnes  excefterint  corporeae  peftes,  et 
longa  dies  concretam  labem  exemerit,  et 
aethereum  fenfum  purum  et  fimplicem  reli- 
querit.*  Hinc  renatum  eft  figmentum  im- 

mortalitatis 

* Virg.  JEn>  vi.  745. 
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mortalitatis  animae  ad  purgatorii  ignis  doc- 
trinam  quaefluolifiimam  ftabiliendam  ap- 
prime  aptum  et  neceftarium.  Inde  in  ec- 
clefiam  anglicanam  at  miris  modis  inflexum 
atque  modificatum  profluxit,  et  paululum 
temporis  inter  confe/iiones  noftras  locum 
fibi  vindicavit.  Elizabetha  principatum  te- 
nente,  deliramenta  hinc  nafcentia  fanior  aetas 
profligavit,  emendati  quidem  feculi,  et  doc- 
tiorum  hominum  opprobria,  ad  fomnia  fcho- 
lafticorum  vero  jam  jamque  abitura. 

Priufquam  autem  inveftigemus  utrum  ani- 
mis  concedatur  vigor  perenrris  et 'immortalis, 
caute  diftinguendum  eft  inter  quaeftiones 
quae  idem  fonare  videntur,  ab  invicem  tamen 
toto  caelo,  ut  dicitur,  femotae.  Qui  enim 
ftatuunt  ftatum  futurum  ope  rationis  quod- 
ammodo  patere,  nos  minime  habent  fecum 
diffidentes,  nam  ftrenue  pro  numinis  provi- 
dentia  et  ipft  propugnamus,  libentiffime  fa- 
pientiam  ac  potentiam  fummi  rerum  con- 
ditoriYet  patris  praedicamus,  atque  ex  be- 
nignitatis  in  genus  humanum  ha&enus  ex- 
ercitae  indiciis  felicilftma  auguria  favoris  in 
poderum.  erga  bonos  duci  pofte  confitemur. 
Qui  nos  ex  pulvere  finxit  et  formavit  in 

pulvercm 
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pultrerem  converfos  ad  vitalis  aura1  cnmmu* 
nionem  revocare  poteft ; nec  de  voluntate 
quasftio  eft. 

“ At  pofita  hominum  vitafutura  fequitur 
neceflario  animas  humanae  immortalitas.” 
Hanc  vero  concluftonem  fequi  ex  iis,  quas 
de  infinita  Dei  potentia,  fapientia  et  bonitate 
conceduntur,  negamus.  Probant  nimirum 
argumenta  hinc  defumpta,  hominibus  in 
terram  cadentibus  fpem  quandam  refervari ; 
minime  vero  oftendunt,  animam  a corpore 
fejundam  in  asternum  durare. 

Ad  legem  vero  et  teftimoniumprovocemus.. 

Paulus  ad  dilediffimum  in  evangelio  fi- 
lium  Timotheum  fcribens,  hifce  verbis  hor-* 
tatur.  “ Noli  itaque  erubefcere  teftimo- 
nium  domini  noftri,  neque  me  vindum 
ejus : fed  collabora  evangelio  fecundum  vir- 
tutem  Dei,  qui  nos  liberavit,  et  vocavit  vo- 
catione  fua  fan  da,  non  fecundum  opera 
noftra,  fed  fecundum  propofitum  fuum  et 
gratiam  quas  data  eft  nobis  in  Chrifto  Jefu 
ante  tempora  faecularia ; manifeftata  eft  au- 
tem  nunc  per  illuminationem  falvatoris 
noftri  Jefu  Chrifti,  qui  deftruxit  quidem 

mortem. 
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mortem,  illuminavit  autem  vitam  et  incor- 
ruptionem  per  evangelium  ?”  * 

Qui  hffic  verba  fanius  interpretati  funt, 
in  duas  fententias  abiifte  videntur. 

Quibufdam  nempe  pro  comperto  habetur, 
Paulum  in  hoc  loco  ad  Adami  peccatum  at- 
que  poenam  refpexifte.  Horum  fententias  mi- 
nime  nos  inficias  ibimus.  Credunt  itidem 
Adamum  immortali  natura  primo  gauden- 
tem,  ob  lacrymabilem  fuum  lapfum  fpem 
hancce  laetam  et  conditionem  deponere  co- 
a£lum  efte,  aerumnis  atque  morti  in  pofte- 
rum  obnoxium.  Hadtenus  nos  fecum  con- 
fentientes  trahunt.  Ponunt  denique  ob 
Chrifti  merita  peccatum  hocce  humano 
generi  condonari,  et  animae  reftitui  vigorem 
in  omne  aevum  permanfurum.  Horum  fen- 
tentiam  a noftra  quidem  toto  caslo  fejungi 
prsdicamus. 

Aliam  opinionem  tuendam  fufceperunt 
permulti,  de  orbe  chridiano  optime  meriti, 
quam  nuper  quidem  celeberrimi  archidia- 
coni  Londinenfis  patrocinio  honeftatam  vi- 
demus.  In  cujus  caftra,  tanta  eft  hominis 

admiratio. 


* 2 Tim.  i.  8—IO. 
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» 

admiratio,  libentiftime  tranfiremus,  fi  nos 
non  tui,  O facrofanda  veritas,  prohiberet 
amor ! tuam  enim  imaginem  et  amabilem 
formam  cum  Athanafio  commorantem,  fi 
quidem  cum  Athanafio  homine  nequiflimo 
ct  heretico  vel  pundum  temporis  commo- 
rari  fuftineres,  veneramur ; invifum  vero  at- 
que  tetrum  erroris  fimulachrum,  etiam  ft  in 
pedore  fandiffimis  moribus  ornato,  et  lpi- 
ritu  vere  chriftiano  inftrudo  delitefcat ; etiam 
ft  ipfe  patrocinetur  Jortinus,  refpuimus  et 
oppugnamus. 

Hofce  igitur  fi  audiamus.,  immortalitatis 
dodrinam  hadenus  obfcure  fignificatam  fo- 
lummodo  colluftravit  Chriftus.  Mortales  a 
fidutis  viis  atque  femitis  palantes  reduxit, 
animarum  immortalitatem  et  cceli  portas 
fidelium  ocuiis  referavit,  fubjecit : Se  clarum 
nuncium  atque  fidum  numinis  benigniftimi 
interpretem  morte  fua  et  refurredione  con- 
firmavit. 

Nobis  vero  alind  iter  progredientibus  vi- 
detur  humano  generi  ha;c  primus  retulifte, 
revelaffe  Chriftus  : abolita  non  quidem 

morte,  quae  etiamnum  in  genus  hominum 
defasvit,  abolito  autem  fempiterno  mortis  in 

Adami 
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Adami  pofteros  dominio.  Corpore  in  ci- 
neres  redadto,  animam  ipfam,  animam  dico 
extingui  necefie  eft.  In  fepulcro  mens  et 
corpus  pariter  fopita  quiefcunt,  nec,  ft  re- 
rum naturam  per  interpretem  fuum  Lucre** 

4 

tium  loquentem  audiamus, 

Quifquam  expergitus  exftat, 
Frigida  quern  femel  eft  vitai  paufa  fecuta. 

Deo  vero  omnipotent!,  qui  rerum  curfum 
atque  exitum,  et  nature  vices  arbitrio  fuo 
temperat  et  difponit,  hunc  fatorum  ordinem 
refcindere  placuit ; has  nature  leges,  naturae 
parens,  abrogavit,  refixit.  Nec  placito  ob- 
ftat  quam  nunc  cernimus  corporis  humani 
in  terram,  unde  etiam  fumptum  fuit,  con- 
verfio  j nec  ob  lapfum  Adami  animat  ex- 
tindtio,  et  oblivia  rerum.  Nobis  quidem, 
vel  iifdem,  ut  dicitur,  perfonis,  qui  nunc  con- 
jugio  corporis  atque  animae  apti  vivimus, 
vitam  immortalem,  hoc  eft  vitam,  aerumnis 
atque  morti  minime  obnoxiam,  polliceri 
poteft  Deus,  et  ab  integro  tali  vita  vel  vi- 
vendi  conditione  nos  pofthac  fuo  tempore 
donare. 

Nec  quifquam  de  nobis  tanquam  ham  ex 
procaci  ingenio  et  petulanti  eftutientibus  ex- 

iftumet  j 
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idumet;  Chridus  enim  et  apodoli  adeve- 
rant  diem  in  dare,  patri  foli  notum,  impiis 
fane  terribilem  et  jure  formidandum,  piis 
vero  fedulo  expe&andum,  in  quo  qui  mortui 
funt  vocem  filii  Dei  exaudient,  et  vitam 
aeternam,  fi  probe,  pie,  et  cade  vixerint,  con- 
fequentur. 

En  datum  chridianorum  futurum ! en 
verba  veritatisquas  fpes  naturae,  quae  rationis 
judicia  amplidime  confirmant ! 

De  immortalitate  animarum  vero  et  de 
earundem  natura  prorfus  dletur.  Refurrec- 
tione  Chridi,  tanquam  rupe  ventis  atque 
sedu  marino  inconcufTo  et  immoto,  innititur 
refurredio  nodra.  Chridus  furrexit,  refur- 
gentium  primitiae;  adveniente  Chrido,  nos 
itidem  refurgemus. 

Quoniam  vero  mos  nunc  per  multa  fa^cula 
invaluit,  ut,  verba  veritatis  derelifiquentes 
ad  philofophorum  placita  confugiamus,  et 
qucedionem  vere  theologicam  ethnicorum 
fomniis  et  argutiis  et  difputatiunculis  teme- 
rernus,  quasdam  ab  iifdem  fontibus,  nos 
quoque  delibemus. 

Socrates  tenuide  dicitur  animos  hominum 
ede  divinos,  eorumque  duplices  curfus  e 
• corpore 
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corpore  excedentium  : impiis  quoddam  iter 
effe,  feclufum  a concilio  Deorum ; bonis 
vero  et  cadis  ad  Deos  a quibus  effent  pro- 
fedti  facilem  reditum  patere.  Scilicet  vir 
probus,  callus,  et  ferme  chriftianus  omnia 
nutu  entis  fapientiffimi  et  benigniffimi  ad- 
minillrari  fenfit.  Mortalia  vero  omnia  quse- 
cunque  fenfibus  offeruntur  percipiens,  vita 
atque  refurredtione  a Chrillo  nondum  pate- 
fadta,  ad  animarum  immortalitatem  llatiin 
confugit;  ne  fententiam  fuam  pene  fingu- 
larem  de  numinis  fummi  j uftitia  et  bonitate 
prorfus  abjiceret. 

Zeno,  ftoicorum  princeps  atque  pater, 
animum  effe  ignem,  contrahi,  atque  labi, 
concidere  et  dormire  dixiffe  perhibetur. 

Immortal itatis  animarum  acerrimum  vin- 
dicem  fuilTe  Platonem  condtemur.  Animae 
vero  effe  triplicem  naturam  llatuens,  princi- 
patum  vel  rationem  in  capite  tanquam  in 
arce  collocans,  iram  in  pedtore,  et  cupidi- 
tatem  fubter  praecordia  detrudens,  haec  om- 
nia non  a natura  quadam  fubtili,  oculorum 
obtutum  fugienti  exorta,  plane  vero  nomi- 
nari  poffe  affedlus  corporis  tangibilis  et  fen- 
filis,  profitetur. 

Alii 
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Alii  animam  harmoniam,  alii  motioncm 
effe  quandam  continuatam  et  perennem, 
prasdicarunt ; fcilicet  vel  nugas  agentes,  aut 
revera  nihil  effe  animam  ftatuentes,  et  ad 
entia  rationis,  ut  dicitur,  referendam. 

Epicuri  fententia  bene  nota  eft,  fummi 
quidem  viri,  et  omni  laude  merito  ornati  et 
eumulati : hujufce  de  hac  re  dogmata  car- 
minibus  iuis  pcene  divinis  immortalitati  con- 
fecravit  Lucretius  : qui  argumentis  pluf- 
quam  viginti  graviffimis  demonftravit,  mor- 
talem  vivere  mentem.  Quid  enim  ut  fum- 
mus  ipfe  poeta  loquitur. 

Quid  enim  diverting  effe  putandum  eft, 
Aut  magis  inter  fe  disjun<ftum,difcrepitanfque, 
Quam  mortale  quod  eft,  immortali  atque 
perenni 

Jundtum  in  concilio  ftevas  tolerare  procellas  ! 

Agmen  claudat  vir  celeberrimus,  de  quo 
fequentia  a Marco  Tullio  referuntur. 

“ Dicsarchus,  in  eo  fermone,  quern  Co- 
rinthi  habitum  tribus  libris  exponit,  Phere- 
cratem  quendam  Pthiotairi  fenem  differen- 
tem  inducit,  nihil  efte  omnino  animum,  et 
nomen  totum  inane ; fruftraque  animalia  et 
animantes  appellari ; namque  in  homine 

inefte 

* Lucr.  iib.  iii.  v.  804. 
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tfieffe  neque  animum  nec  animamj  nec  in  bef- 
tia:  vimque  omnem  earn  quavel  agamus  quid, 
vel  fentiamus,in  omnibus  corporibus  vivis  x~ 
quabi liter  efte  fufarti,  nec  feparabilem  a cor- 
pore  efte,  quippe  qum  nulla  lit : nec  lit  quic- 
quam,  nifi  corpus  unum  et  fimplex  ita  figura- 
tum,  ut  temperatione  naturae  vigeat  et  fen- 
tiat.”*  - 

Huic  Pherecrati  Ptbiotse  feni  ex  intimo 
animo  atque  corde  nos  quidem  affentimur. 

Animas  hominum  effe  immateriales,  et 
nihilominus  vermibus  rodi,  igni  materiali 
fubjici,  torreri,  recentiorum  quorundam  fig- 
mentum  eft.  Quicunque  olim  animam  efte 
immortalem  philofophati  funt,  materiali  na- 
tura  donarunt.  In  hifce  nugis  difcutiendis 
diutius  immorari  pudebit. 

Saepiffime  vero  qui  fani  et  orthodoxi  au- 
diunt,  muffi tan t dodtores  ; Beum  quidem 
immortal itatis  anirnarum  fignificationem  et 
obfcuram  quandam  imaginem  Moft  et  pro- 
phetis  indulliffe.  At  loca  requiro.  Midi 
enim  veterum  prophetarum  fermones  reco- 
lenti,  Davidis  obverfatur  oratio  fsepius  eju- 
lantis.  “ Scis  inter  mortuos  neminem  tui 
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memorem  i in  fepulcro  neminem  tuas  laudes 
celebrare.*  Quodnam  lucrum  eft  in  fanguine 
meo  cum  in  fovearn  defcendero  ? an  laudabit 
tepulvis?  an  veritatem  tuam  nunciabit  ?*j-  In 


citas  tua  in  ftatu,  in  quo  funt  qui  perierunt  ? 
An  in  tenebris  innotefcunt  mirabilia  tua,  et 
juftitia  in  terra  oblivionis  ?”J  Ifaiamaudia- 
mus : “ Mortui  non  revivifcunt,  vitafundti 
non  refurgunt.  ||  Neque  enim  fepulcrum 
laudabit,  aut  mors  te  celebrabit,  neque  qui 
in  fovearn  defcendunt,  fidem  a te  datam  ex- 
pedtabunt.”§  Quidve  in  re  tarn  clara  memo- 
rem filium  Davidis  fapientiftimum,  qui  di- 
ferte  dicit,  “ unus  interitus  eft  hominis  et 
jumentorum,  et  eequa  utriufque  conditio* 
Sicut  moritur  homo,  ftc  et  ilia  moriuntur, 
ftmiliter  fpirant  omnia,  et  nihil  habet  homo 
jumento  amplius.  Cundla  fubjacent  vanitati, 
et  omnia  perguntad  unum  locum.  De  terra 


At  mortui  irafci,  infolefcere,  maerere,  plan- 


fepulcrone  narratur  benignitas  tua,  et  vera- 


fadta  funt,  et  in  terrain  pariter  revertun- 


gere 
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gere  dicuntur,  agere  igitur  et  fentire  neceflv 
eft  ut  concedamus. 

Hujufce  erroris  originem  primus  referat 
Tullius  Cicero ; poftea  praefulem  Oxonienfem 
celeberrimum,  omni  noftra  laude  majorem, 
audiemus. 

“ Qua  in  fede  maneant  animi,  qualefque 
fmt,  ratione  difcendum  eft  : cujus  ignoratio 
finxit  inferos.  In  terrain  enim  cadentibus, 
hifque  humo  textis,  (e  quo  dudtum  eft  hu- 
mari,)  fub  terram  cenfebant  reliquam  vitam. 
agi  mortuorum : quam  eorum  opinionem 
magni  errores  confecuti  funt,  quos  auxerunt 
poetas ; tantumque  valuit  error,  ut  corpora 
cremata  cum  fcirent,  tamen  ea  fieri  apud 
inferos  fingerent,  quse  fine  corporibus  nec 
fieri  poffent  nec  intelligi.”* 

In  Lowthii  pr^ledtionibus  de  facra  hebrso- 
rum  poefi,  haic  verba  prscclara  invenimus. 

<e  Qualis  itaque  ab  animis  a corpore  fe- 
jundtis  vita  viveretur,  quis  eorum  locus,  for- 
ma, conditio,  Hebrasi  juxta  cum  cseteris  mor- 
talibus  in  fumrna  ignoratione  verfabantur. 
Neque  eos  hac  in  parte  vel  minimum  facri 
codices  adjuvere  ; haud  quia  banc  iis  cogni- 
tionem  invideret  divina  revelatio,  fed  quia 
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humans  mentis  conditio  earn  omnino  nort 
recipiat ; quae  cum  res  a corpore  et  ma- 
teria remctas  contemplatur,  propriarum  no- 
tion um  inopia  cogitur  ad  improprias  confu- 
gere,et  corporeis  incorporea  quadantenus  ad- 
umbrare.  Cum  itaque  viderent  corpora  vita 
fundta  in  terram  cadere,  eoque  modo  quo  dic- 
tum eft  fepulcro  condi,  percrebuit  apud  He- 
bneos,  ut  apud  casteros  etiam,  opinio  quaedam 
popularis,  agi  fub  terra  vitam  mortuorum  de- 
Inceps  confequentem : quam  ut  adfcifcerent 
vates  facri,  etiam  necefle  erat,  ft  modo  de  hac 
re  omnino  loqui  et  intelligi  vellent. 

“ Atque  hinc  plane  eft  quod  mortui  toties 
dicuntur  defcendere  in  foveam,  in  inferiora 
terrae,  ad  portas  et  penetralia  lethi  ; ad  faxa, 
ad  latera,  ad  repagula  cavernae : haufit  eos 
avidis  faucibus  fepulcrum,  atque  os  iis  oc- 
cludit : decumbunt  in  Barathro,  in  loca  vafta, 
in  voraginem,  tenebrafque  profundiffimas 
demerft ; in  terram  caliginis,  et  umbram 
mortis,  immanem,  tetram,  carentem  ordine; 
et  ubi  pro  luce  veluti  diradiatur  caligo.,;* 

Nunc  vero  chriftum  et  apoftolos  adeamus ; 
et  ftatim  perfentio,  quod,  largior  hie  campos 

aether. 
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sether,  et  lumine  veftit  purpureo : etenim  non 
imaginibus  obfcuris  atque  fimulacris,  non 
longis  ambagibus  adumbratus  nobis  declara- 
tor rcportatus  de  morte  triumphus.  Omnia 
clare  et  dilucide  fidelium  oculis  proponuntur.' 
Mortem  abolevit  vidor  Chriftus,  et  per  evan- 
eelium  vitam  et  immortalitatem  illuflravit. 

O 

A Joanne  inducitur  diferte  dicens ; “ de- 
fcendi  de  caslo  non  ut  meam,  fed  ut  ejus 
qui  me  mifit  voluntatem  exequar ; hsc  eft 
autem  patris  qui  me  mifit  voluntas,  ut  quic- 
quid  mihi  dederit  nihil  ex  eo  deperdam,  fed 
ultimo  die  ill ud  refufcitem.”*'  Se  vocat  iti— 
dem  primum  et  ultimum,  fe  habere  gloria- 
tur  claves  inferqrum  et  mortis,  fe  in  gloria 
patris  tandem  venturum  confirmat,  clangente 
tuba,  angelorum  comitatu  ftipatum,  mor- 
tuos  refufcitatos  una  cum  viventibus  in  caelos 
fore  rapiendos,  ut  domino  in  aere  obviam 
e^mus,  et  ita  cum  domino  in  sternum  ha* 
bitemus. 

Nondum  vero  venit  ea  hora,  nondum  fo-* 
nuit  tuba;  etiamnum  fandlorum  corpora,  et  fi 
dentur  animae,  anims  etiam  in  fepulcris  deli— 
tefcunt.  In  quodnam  ergo  tempus  releg  are 
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velis  judicis  mortuorum  et  viventium  ad- 
ventum,  meritafque  et  prasclaras  difcipu- 
lorum  Chrifti  palmas  ? Ex  quo  enim  ma- 
jores  obdormiverunt,  omnia  in  eodem  ftatu 
ab  orbe  condito  perfeverant, 

Illufores  hofce,  quos  in  ultimis  tempo- 
ribus  venturos  vaticinatus  eft  Chriftus,  hoc 
modo  convincit  et  redarguit  Petrus.  <c  Non 
tardat  dominus  promiffum  ut  nonnulli  tardi- 
tatem  interpretantur,  led  lentus  eft  erga  nos, 
nolens  quenquam  perire,  fed  omnes  ad  pas- 
nitentiam  volens  reverti.”*  Et  poftea,  nead- 
verfarii  triumphos  agant,  ne  fratres  chriftiani. 
longa  expedatione  contabefcant,  animos  eo-  v 
rum  fubito  et  inopinato  Chrifti  adventu  eri- 
gere  et  confolari  conatur,  “ Veniet  qui- 
dem  domini  dies  ut  fur  nodu  3 in  qua  cadi 
magno  impetu  interibunt,  elementa  arden- 
tia  dilfolventur,  et  tellus  et  quas  ftmt  in  ea 
confiagrabunt.,,,f  Atque  ftatim,  eos  ad  quos 
miftaeft  epiflola,  alloquitur;  “ qua  propter, 
chariffimi  his  expedandis,  date  operam  ut  ab 
eo  immaculati  et  inculpati  Qum  pace  repe- 
riamim.  X 

Eodem 
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Eodem  more  atque  modo  omnibus,  qui 
fefe  difterentem  audiverunt,  vigilandum  efl'e 
confirmavit  Chriftus,  Ab  omnibus  fide- 
libus  etiam  ab  apoftolis,  adventum  ejuS  in 
gloria  patris  expedtandum. 

Iifdem  dolorum  et  segritudinum  fomentis, 
Theflalonicenfes  fuos  graviter  commotos,  et 
ob  interitum  amicorum  immodice  lugentes, 
ponfolatur  Paulus,  Ploravifle  videntur  et 
congemuifte  eorum  cafum,  qui  morte  obita, 
ab  omni  fpe  hereditatis  fuse  confequendse 
dejefti  et  depulft  videbantur,  Coloribus 
plane  diffimilibus  repentiorum  confolatoria 
depingitur  atque  illuminatur  oratio.  “ Fra-* 
tres  et  amici,  luftum  et  maerorem  depo- 
nite,  in  apimam  mors  nequaquam  dominari 
valet.  E corporis  vinculis  erupit,  evafit, 
Sublimis  fcandit  nuhes,  ad  sethera,  unde 
primum  dilapfa  eft,  revertitur;  ad  finum 
patris  fui  atque  Dei  migravit.  Cum  Chrifto 
verfata,  gaudium  fummum  et  faelipitatem 
enarrabilem,  percipit,  a morte  et  morta- 
lium  asrumnis  in  sternum  vindipata,” 
Theologum  et  oratorem,  ifs  quos  nunc 
fert  tellus  certe  prseftantiorem,  audite  Pau- 
lum.  “ Hoc  vobis  annunciamus  in  verbo 
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domini,  quod  nos,  qui  vivimus,  qui  refidui 
ilimus  in  adventum  domini,  non  praeve- 
niemus  cos,  qui  dormierunt ; at  mortui  in 
Chrifto  primo  refurgent.”*  Quaenam  igi- 
tur  rerum  facies  rapidum  et  ardentem  Pauli 
fpiritum,  pleno  flumine  dum  ferri  videbatur 
oratio,  coercere  potis  eft : refpondeo,  fa- 
crofanda,  ut  in  jefu  invenitur,  veritas ; quam 
inviolatam  et  intemeratam  fervare  decebat. 
Hinc  Theftalonicenfmm  fpes  et  expeda- 
tiones  ad  tempus,  ut  patet,  longftiquum  in- 
vitus  et  plane  coadus  relegat  j nec  ut  audi- 
torum  animos  ad  partes  fuas  deliniat,  evan-r 
gelii  veritatem  figmentis  hominum  conta- 
minare  aufus  eft. 

Etiamnum  adventum  vero  tardante  Chri- 
fto,  multorum  amor  tandem  refrigefcit,  ad 
lpes  inanes,  ad  fomnia  philofophorum  ite- 
rum  devoluti  fumus.  Immortalitatem  ani- 
marum  ad  incudem  revocamus,  et,  claro 
revelationis  lumine  pofthabito,  reclamante 
rations,  et  natura  rerum,  boneftiorem  lite- 
rarum  cultum  qua?  dedecorant  argutiis  et 
difputatiunculis,  ftabilire  conamur.  Nobis 
fane,  majorem  avi  partem  qui  tamen  fcmno 

conterimus. 
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conterimns,  adeo  grave  et  acerbum  videtur 
hocce  intervallum  otio  et  filentio  tranfigere; 
fcilicet  follicitis,  femel  fi  dormire  conceda- 
tur,  ne  Endymionis  more  in  monte  Latmo 
recumbentis,  in  aeternum  dormiendum  lit. 
Atque  adeo  in  infano  labore,  atque  infelici 
defudavimus,  ut  tandem  refurredionem  mor- 
tuorum  a Chrilio  pollicitam,  et  refurredione 
Chrifti  confirmatam  folam  atque  unicam  fla- 
tus futurifpem  certain  et  indubitatam,  in  ejuf- 
dem  corporis  caduci,  debilis,  et  infirmi  refur- 
redionem, fpem  quidem  vermium  magis 
quam  hominum,  penitus  convertimus. 

Argumenta  a facris  literis  deprompta,  qui- 
bus  talem  opinionem  tueri  volunt  adverfarii, 
pro  virili  in  difputatione  refellere  conabi- 
mur.  Hujufce  loci  fit  folummodo  fcrupu- 
lum  injicere,  utrum  base  merces  laborum, 
base  virtutis  praemia,  tanto  verborum  appa- 
ratu,  tanta  praedicatione  digna  lint,  dum  in 
tenebris  et  carcere  corporis,  ut  dicitur,  clau- 
dantur  animat,  dira  pati  poife,  et  credimus 
et  videmus  ; femel  vero  e cuftodia  corporis 
et  colluvione  dimiffas  iterum  in  castum  et 
conjugium  corporis  velle  reverti,  prorfus  et 
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rrrirum  et  incredibile  cenfendum  eft.  Melius 
iEneas, 

O pater,  anne  aliquas  ad  caelum  hinc  ire 
putandum  eft 

Sublimes  animas,  iterumque  ad  tarda  reverti 
Corpora?  quaelucis  miferis  tam  diracupido?* 

Certe  fi  quidquam  de  meipfo  praedicare 
licet,  unice  exopto,  ut  quaecunque  revelavit 
Deus,  patienter  inveftigem,  fideliter  tradam, 
forti  animo  et  invidto  defendam.  Ut  doc- 
trinam  Chrifti  vita  atquemoribus  ad  pietatis 
et  virtutis  normam  rite  compoiitis  Temper 
ornem.  Ut  fupremo  fpiritu  exclamare  li- 
ceat,  vixi,  et  quern  dederit  curfum  naturae 
parens,  peregi.-f*  Sit  mihi  denique  libertas, 
evangelii  ob  amorem,  natali  folo  gratior. 
In  articulo  mortis  refurgendi  certa  fpes,  in 
ipfa  morte,  alta  quies,  placidufque  fomnus. 

Ex  praemiflis  igitur  concludo,  quod  ftatus 
animarum  in  intervallo  mortis  atque  refur- 
reftionis  agentium  auicquam  five  fentien- 
tium  ex  facris  literis  colligi  nequeat. 

* Virg. /En.  vi.  -j-  lb,  ^En.  iv-  654. 
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A SHORT  S T A T E,  See. 


In  compliance  with  the  fuggefHons  of 
fome  worthy  perfons,  who  had  perufed  a 
letter  I fent  to  the  bifhop  of  Norwich  pre- 
vious to  my  refignation,  I have  now  dated 
more  fully  my  opinion,  refpeding  the  par- 
ticular point  of  dodrine,  which  gave  occa- 
lion  to  that  meafure  : I have  added  fome  re- 
marks concerning  the  fpirit  of protedantifm, 
and  the  fludy  of  the  feriptures,  which  I hope 
will  not  be  judged  unfeafonable ; and  have 
fubjoined  the  above-mentioned  letter  to  my 
late  diocefan. 

I fubmit  my  fentiments  on  thefe  fubjeds 
to  the  candour  of  the  public.  I would  not 
willingly  fhock  the  feelings  of  any  pious 
chridian.  Let  fuch  refled,  that  if  I have 
embraced  an  opinion  refpeding  the  perfon 
of  our  faviour,  which  is  chargeable  with 
heterodoxy,  my  declaration  of  fuch  opinion 
cannot  have  the  remote!!  tendency  to  the 
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impofition  of  it  on  his  confcience.  It  is  in 
the  option  of  every  reader  to  rejedt  it,  if  in 
his  own  apprehend  on  it  is  abhorrent  from 
the  dodtrines  of  the  gofpel. 

It  has  been  for  fome  time  pad  my  firm 
perfualion,  that  the  dodtrine  of  the  trinity, 
as  explained  in  the  creed  of  Athanafius ; as 
propounded  in  the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the 
church  of  England ; as  edablidied  in  the  li- 
turgy } and  further  guarded  by  penal  fanc- 
tions  in  an  adt  of  parliament  palled  in  the 
reign  of  William  the  third,  is  equally  con- 
trary to  found  reafon  and  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures.  I am  fully  fatisfied  that  in  the  di- 
vine nature  there  is  no  plurality  of  perfons ; 
but  that  the  almighty  author  of  the  univerfe 
is,  in  the  dridleft  fenfe  of  the  expredion, 
one.  And  I think  I have  reafon  to  believe, 
that  the  prefent  openly  avowed  adherence  of 
molt  edablifhed  churches  to  the  contrary 
perfualion,  which  does  not  appear  to  be 
conformable  to  the  fentiments  of  chrjftians 
in  the  earlieft  and  the  pureft  ages  of  the 
church,  is  not  only  one  of  the  mod  power- 
ful obdrudtions  to  the  converlion  of  the 
mahometans  and  the  jews  5 but  is  alfo  an 
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almoft  invincible  objection  to  the  cordial  re- 
ception of  the  gofpel  by  many  ferious  well- 
difpofed  perfons,  in  every  rank  of  life,  and 
in  every  date  in  ehriftendom. 

Many  worthy  perfons,  to  whom  the  tri- 
nitarian doctrine  appears  utterly  indefenfible, 
are  yet  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  prayers 
of  chriftians  may  with  propriety  be  directed 
to  Jefus  Chrift,  and  imagine  that  they  may 
be  vindicated  in  this  practice  by  the  com- 
mand of  their  faviour,  and  the  example  of 
his  apoftles. 

With  the  mod:  perfed  charity  for  thofe 
who  entertain  thefe  fentiments,  I profefs 
myfelf  to  be  of  a different  opinion.  I am 
ftedfaftly  perfuaded  that  the  creator  of  the 
world;  the  God  of  Abraham,  of  Ifaac,  and 
of  Jacob,  who  is  in  the  new  Teftament  alfo 
Ailed  “ the  God  and  father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,”  is  therein  reprefented  as  the 
only  proper  objed  of  religious  adoration. 

I neverthelefs  acknowledge  that  a very 
high  degree  of  refped  and  veneration  is  due 
to  the  charader  of  Jefus,  as  the  anointed 
prophet  of  the  rnoft  high,  far  excelling  in 
dignity  and  power  every  prophet  who  pre- 
* ceded 
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ceded  him.  I honour  him  as  the  *'  fon  of* 
God,”  in  what  appears  to  me  the  fcripture 
acceptation  of  that  term ; as  the  common 
Lord  of  chriftians  ; as  the  appointed  judge 
of  the  living  and  the  dead.  But,  at  the 
fame  time,  I am  convinced,  that  the  diftance 
between  him  and  deity  is  infinite  ; that 
prayer  to  him  is  no  where  commanded  in 
the  fcriptures ; and,  confequently,  that  the 
addrefies  of  chriftians  may  with  the  fame 
propriety  be  direded  to  the  virgin  Mary,  as 
to  the  perfon  of  our  Lord. 

Mod;  of  the  claufes  of  the  litany,  and 
fome  other  prayers  and  invocations  in  the 
eftablifhed  liturgy  of  the  church  of  Eng- 
land, are  immediately  addrefied  to  our  fa- 
viour;  and  honour  and  glory  are  frequently 
afcribed  to  the  holy  fpirit,  as  to  a divine 
agent,  diftind  from  the  perfon  of  the  fa- 
ther an  idea,  in  my  opinion,  not  warranted 
by  the  oracles  of  God. 

While  I held  preferment,  it  certainly  was 
my  duty  to  officiate  in  the  eftabliffied  fervice 
of  the  church.  But,  opprefied  by  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  that  my  fentiments,  refpeding 
the  objed  of  devotion,  were  diametrically 
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oppofed  to  thofe  doCtrines,  upon  which  her 
form  of  worship  is  founded,  I have  not  been 
able,  for  fome  time  pad:,  to  difcharge  this 
part  of  my  function  without  great  difquiet. 
My  anxiety  hourly  increafed.  I,  therefore, 
at  length  found  it  neceifary  to  embrace  the 
only  meafure  that  feemed  to  promife  me 
tranquillity.  The  event  hath  correfponded 
with  my  expectation.  Having  refigned  my 
preferment,  and  with  it  having  diverted  my- 
felf  of  the  character  of  a minifter  in  the 
church  of  England,  I have  recovered  that 
ferenity  of  mind  to  which  I had  been  lon°- 
a rtranger. 

Having  now  explained  the  immediate 
motive  of  my  refignation  with  fufficientrpre- 
cifion,  I turn  to  the  confederation  of  fome 
other  points,  not  wholly  unconnected  with 
the  prefent  fubjeCt. 

Religious  controverfy,  in  confequence  of 
the  long  prevalence  of  fyftem,  appearing 
, abfolutely  necertary  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
fcriptural  truth  ; and  yet,  through  the  heat 
and  violence  of  the  contending  parties,  be- 
ing too  frequently  productive  of  diflenfions* 
which  dirtolve  the  bonds  of  chriflian  cha- 
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/ ' . , 

rity,  it  may  poffibly  conduce  to  edification* 

if  the  following  circumftances  be  confidered 
with  a due  attention.* 

i # 

It  will  appear,  I trull,  to  every  ferious  in- 
quirer into  the  nature  of  our  religion,  that  a 
perfon  is  ftri&ly  entitled  to  the  appellation 
of  a chriftian,  when,  believing  in  the  divine 
million  of  Jefus,  he  explicitly  declares  that 
he  fubmits  to  his  authority  in  every  point  of 
religious  faith  and  dodlrine ; at  the  fame 
time,  exp r effing  a fincere  difpolition  to  adorn 
his  profeffion  by  a fuitable  life  and  conver- 
fation. 

With  refpedt  to  the  nature  of  the  parti- 
cular doctrines  that  are  contained  in  the 

gofpel, 

* It  is  painful  toobferve.,  that  the  prefent  age  has  af-  ■ 
forded  a melancholy  inftance  of  this  unchriftian  fpirit, 
in  the  treatment,  which  the  truly  candid  and  very 
learned  Mr.  Lindfey  has  received  from  fome  of  his  op- 
ponents. 

The  worthy  author  of  the  ce  Remarks  on  Mr.  Burgh’s 

j O 

fcriptural  confutation”  has,  in  his  “ Addenda”  to  that 
traCf,  ably  rebuked  this  illiberal  fpirit;  and,  in  both  his 
publications,  has  evinced,  by  a train  of  reafoning  which 
appears  to  me  irrefiftible,  the  inconel  ufivenefs  of  the  vari- 
ous objections  urged  againft  thofe  fubftantial  arguments, 
which  are  advanced  in  the  “ Apology”  in  favour  ol  the 
proper  unity  of  God. 
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gofpel,  it  fhould  be  efteemed  as  a funda- 
mental principle  of  proteftantifm,  that  every 
chriftian  is  polfefTed  of  an  indefeasible  right 
of  judging  for  himfelf,  and  of  avowing  that 
judgment,  in  whatever  manner  he  thinks 
proper.  He  is  to  receive  the  comments  of 
learned-  persons,  the  deciiions  of  churches, 
the  decrees  of  councils,  not  as  authorities, 
*but  as  helps,  .if  it  may  fo  chance,  to  his 
more  ready  comprehenlion  of  the  word  of 
God.  Where  he  imagines  thefe  interpre- 
tations to  bejufh,  he  admits  them,  becauie 
his  own  underhanclin'g,  aided  by  found  cri- 
ticifm,  approves  them.  Where  he  con- 
ceives' them  to  be  erroneous, . conicious  of 
his  intire  right  to  interpret  for  himfelf,  he 
rej  edits  them  • and  if  he  apprehends  that  the 
fubject  is  of  lufficient  importance,  uniting 
the  fpirit  of  a Luther  with  the  mildnefs  of 
a Melancthon,  he  controverts  them  openly, 
though  countenanced  by  the  concurrent  ap- 
probation of  whole  generations  of  men,  and 
eftablifhed  by  the  civil  infdtutions  of  his 
country. 

The  right,  which  tire  proteftant  claims 
for  himfelf,  he  permits  to  be  exercifed  by 

P 2 others. 
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others,  in  the  fulled  latitude.  He  treats  the 
perfons  of  his  brethren,  however  differing 
in  fentiment  from  himfelf,  with  that  refpedl 
and  unabated  affection,  which  their  ftation, 
or  his  own  connexion  with  them  demands; 
And,  in  cafes  of  controverfy,  he  confiders 
their  opinions,  and  the  arguments  by  which 
they  are  fupported,  with  becoming  candour* 
Juflly  fenfible,  that  the  right  of  worship- 
ping the  great  creator,  according  to  that  Spe- 
cific ceremonial,  which  the  confcience  of 
each  man  Shall  approve,  is  a right  inherent 
in  our  common  nature,  is  Superior  to  the 
control  of  laws,  and  prior  to  the  very  ex- 
istence of  civil  Society,  he  extends  the  prin- 
ciple of  chriftian  toleration  not  only  to  all 
feeds  and  Subdivisions  of  chriftians,  but  even 
beyond  the  profeffion  of  Christianity  itfelf. 
If  he  acknowledges,  that  the  majority  may 
appropriate  a portion  of  the  revenue  of  a 
State  to  the  Support  of  a national  form  of 
public  worShip,  he  maintains,  that  Such 
form  Should  be  as  comprehenfive  as  poffible, 
and  that  Such  appropriation  is  the  utmofl 
limit  of  their  lawful  power ; condemning, 
as  equally  intolerant  and  unwife,  the  too 

general 
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general  pra&ice  of  confining  the  enjoyment 
of  various  civil  privileges,  within  the  pale  of 
a particular  communion ; and  contending, 
in  conformity  with  the  dictates  of  right  rea- 
fon  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
focial  compact,  that  every  perfon  in  the 
community,  who  preferves  inviolate  that 
common  bond  of  allegiance,  which  is  the 
evidence  of  the  union  of  its  members,  ought 
to  be  continued,  whatever  may  be  his  per- 
fuafion  in  matters  of  a merely  religious  na- 
ture, in  the  undifturbed  poffefTion  of  his 
right  of  riling  to  the  attainment  of  every 
honour  or  emolument,  to  which  his  honefl 
induftry,  the  favour  of  his  fellow- citizens, 
or  royal  inclination  can  exalt  him. 

If  the  religion,  thus  eftablilhed,  be  de- 
clared to  be  chriftian  and  protehant,  he 
contends  that  the  Bible,  and  the  Bible  only, 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  an  all-fufficient 
directory  to  the  preacher,  in  his  difcourfes 
from  the  pulpit : and  efteems  every  inhitu- 
tion,  whether  civil  or  ecclefiallical,  as  an 
high  violation  of  the  original  charter  of 
chrillians,  which  requires  a declaration  of 
alfent  to  any  other  tell  of  orthodoxy,  as  a 
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neceffary  qualification  for  the  office  of  a 
teacher  in  the  church  of  thrift. 

He  is  perfuaded,  that  the  love  of  God  and 
the  love  of  man,  form  the  fum  and  fubftance 
of  all  true  religion.  He  venerates  the  ami- 
able form  of  truth.  He  is  fenfible  that 
every  material  error,  refpedting  the  objedt 
of  religion,  is  attended  with  pernicious  con- 
fequences ; and,  therefore,  endeavours  to  ex- 
hibit the  dodtrine  of  the  gofpel  in  its  pri- 
miEval  purity.  Yet,  confcious  of  the  frail- 
ties of  our  common  nature,  and  reflecting, 
that  on  account  of  the  unjuftifiable  animo- 
fities  among  chriftians  about  articles,  falfely 
fuppofed  to  be  effential  to  falvation,*  the 
facred  name  of  religion  is  often  itfelf  pro- 
faned, he  feduloufly  maintains,  that  thofe 
perfons,  who,  in  the  integrity  of  their  hearts, 

and 

* The  following  texts,  attentively  confidered,  will, 
I truft,  fufEciently  evince,  that  Jcfus  claimed  or  was 
entitled  to  the  attention  of  mankind,  not  from  the  in- 
herent dignity  of  his  nature,  but  from  the  attefted  excel- 
lence of  his  delegated  office,  viz.  Mat.  ix.  8.  Lu.  iv. 
181  2i.  xi.  20.  Jo.  v.  19—24.  30.  36.  viii.  26.  28.  29. 
xii.  23.  xvii.  r.  2.  3.  Adts  ii.  22.  23.  24.  36.  x.  3b. 
40.  xiii.  23.  30.  xvii.  3c.  31.  2 Cor.  v.  18.  19.  &c. 
&.e. 
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and  after  due  inquiry,  embrace  the  atha- 
nafian,  the  arian,  the  focinian,  or  any  other 
fyftem,  with  refpedt  to  the  perfon  of  our 
faviour,  or  the  particular  tendency  of  his 
bufferings  to  promote  the  falvation  of  man- 
kind, may  equally  be  perfuaded  of  the  di- 
vine authority  of  the  gofpel ; equally  dif- 
pofed  to  t edify  an  unreferved  obedience  to 
its  doctrines  ; and,  by  juft  confequence,  if 
equally  exemplary  in  the  difcharge  of  every 
chriftian  duty,  will  equally  be  entitled  to 
reward. 

It  might  perhaps  be  efteemed  more  me- 
thodical, if  I prefaced  the  following  reflec- 
tions upon  the  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures, 
with  a reprefentation  of  the  neceffary  con- 
nection between  the  belief  of  chriftianity, 
and  the  practice  of  every  focial  virtue.  But 
the  natural  tendency  of  the  religion  of  the 
gofpel  to  correct  that  felftfh  fpirit,  from 
which  every  diforder  flows  in  public  and  in 
private  life,  has  been  fo  ably  fhewn  by  di- 
vines of  all  perfuafions,  that  I (hall  not  em- 
ploy my  own  time,  or  trefpafs  on  my  readers 
patience,  by  the  demonftration  of  fo  clear  a 
point. 

P 4 


It 


( «6  ) 

It  may  not,  however,  be  improper  to  hint, 
that  the  outward  pomp  and  fplendour  of  re- 
ligious edablifhments,  attended  with  the 
folemn  affectation  of  mydery,  which  more 
or  lefs  prevails  in  mod  of  them,  are  feldom 
productive  of  any  falutary  effeCts  to  the  real 
intereds  of  the  human  race.  It  is  only  when 
the  vital  principle  of  manly  piety,  generated 
by  a ferious  attention  to  the  doCtrines  of  an 
intelligible  religion,  is  deeply  feated  in  the 
well-informed  mind,  that  we  can  expeCt 
the  growth  of  thofe  generous  virtues,  which 
diffufe  harmony  and  joy  over  every  fcene  of 
focial  life,  or  the  prevalence  of  that  faith, 
which  overcometh  the  world. 

At  a period,  when  each  lefs  valuable  mode 
of  fcience  is  rapidly  progreflive,  the  date  of 
fcriptural  knowledge  appears  to  be  very  im,- 
perfeCt ; although  we  are  poffeded  of  every 
effential  requifite  to  its  improvement. 

That  we  are  at  this  hour,  in  a great  mea- 
fure,  involved  in  the  gloom  of  rnonkhh  ig- 
norance, is  highly  probable  from  the  endlefs 
deputations  among  chridians,  upon  points 
edeemed  fundamental ; and  from  the  man- 
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ner  in  which  we  generally  conduct  ourfelves 
in  the  inveftigation  of  religious  truth. 

The  inquirer  into  the  credenda,  contained 
in  the  gofpel,  refembles  the  inquirer  into 
the  fundamental  laws  of  nature,  before  a 
better  philofophy  had  taught  us  the  vanity 
of  fyftem,  and  inclined  us  to  adopt  the  hum- 
bler procefs  of  experiment.  . 

We  begin  our  refearches  in  theology  with 
the  affumption  of  a certain  fet  of  religious 
tenets,  and  frequently  employ  the  moft  valu- 
able of  thofe  hours  which  we  define  to 
facred  f udy,  in  collecting  arguments  in  their 
favour,  and  in  vain  endeavours  to  explain 
them ; while  every  text  of  fcripture  is,  in  its 
turn,  perverted  from  its  obvious  meaning, 
in  order  to  fupport  them. 

How  much  more  reafonable,  previouily  to 
invefigate,  with  patience  and  critical  atten- 
tion, the  fenfe  of  each  particular  text  or 
paflage,  in  the  natural  order  of  the  writer, 
and  to  defer  the  formation  of  opinion,  until, 
like  a principle  of  found  philofophy,  fug- 
gefted  by  a numerous  train  of  experiments, 
it  forces  itfelf  with  accumulated  evidence  on 
the  yielding  mind  ! 
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It  is  folely  owing  to  the  prepofterous  me- 
thod of  inquiry,  above  defcribed,  that  the 
holy  records  of  our  faith  have,  very  inju- 
rioufly,  been  fuppofed  to  be  fo  loofely  worded, 
as,  in  fad,  to  countenance  oppofite  opinions, 
and  to  juftify  the  moft  fantaftic  dodrines. 

But  let  us  for  a moment  reded,  and  let 
the  rededion  teach  us  wifdom,  that  the 
fame  phenomena  of  nature,  which  were 
brought  in  evidence  of  the  figments  of  re- 
mote antiquity,  were  alfo  applied  to  fup- 
port  the  equally  vain  hypothefes  of  more 
modern  times.  The  laws  of  the  material 
world,  in  confequence  of  the  introdudion 
of  abetter  method  of invedigation,  are,  how- 
ever, now  demondrated  to  be  confident,  Am- 
ple, and  invariable,  affording  a juft  and  eafy 
explication  of  every  natural  appearance.  If  a 
fimilar  procefs  be  obferved,  fimilar  fuccefs 
may  reafonably  be  expeded  to  be  our  reward, 
when  we  explore  the  facred  fources  of  re 
ligious  truth. 

That  unity  of  fentiment,  refpeding  the 
leading  truths  of  revelation,  which  is  the 
natural  refult  of  a fober  and  unbiaffed  fearch, 
conduded  under  the  influence  of  the  chrif- 
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tian  graces,  leads  to  unity  of  religious 
worfhip  ; and  unity  of  worfhip,  thus  circum- 
ffanced,  to  chriftian  peace.  v':' 

I clofe  thefe  pages  with  my  letter  to  my 
late  diocefan. 

To  the  right  rev.  the  bifliop  of  Norwich, 

( Copy. ) 


MY  LORD, 

I think  it  proper  to  give  you  this  previous 
information,  that  I propofe  to  relign  the 
re  dory  of  Homersfield  and  vicarage  of  Flix- 
ton,  into  your  lordChip’s  hands,  upon  the  29th 
or  30th  of  the  prefent  month  (September.) 

As  the  motives  which  induce  me  to  em- 
brace 

* In  this  progrefs,  from  the  inveftigation  of  fcriptural 
truth  to  its  final  confequence,  the  eftablifhment  of  chrif- 
tian  peace,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  eflentially  necefTary, 
that  an  open  avowal  of  our  perfuafion  fhould  accom- 
pany a change  of  fentiment  in  every  inftance  of  impor- 
tance, more  efpecially  in  that  confequential  article,  the 
object  of  religious  worfhip.  And,  therefore,  I cannot 
but  highly  approve  the  general  principle,  on  which  Mr. 
Lindfey’s  plan  of  a reformed  liturgy  is  founded,  as 
well  as  that  particular  ceremonial,  which  he  has  given 
to  the  public,  and  continues  to  conduct  with  fo  much 
propriety  and  fuccefs, 
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brace  this  refolution,  may  pofiibly  be  mifcon- 
ftrued,  it  will  not,  I truft,  be  thought  im- 
pertinent, if  I ftate  them  to  your  lordfhip. 

In  the  fil'd:  place,  I think  it  neceflary  to 
aifure  your  lordfhip,  that,  although  Iefteemed 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  take  an  adtive  part  in 
the  late  petition  of  the  clergy,  the  principles 
maintained  in  that  jud:  remondrance,  do  not, 
in  my  apprehenfion,  appear  to  lay  me  under 
any  obligation  to  relinquifh  my  prefent 
ftation. 

The  author  of  the  <c  Confeffional,”  my 
lord,  had  convinced  me  of  the  unlawfulnefs 
and  inexpediency  of  requiring  a fubfcription 
to  fydematic  articles  of  faith  and  dodtrine, 
from  the  teachers  of  the  gofpel  in  a proteftant 
church. 

My  own  obfervation,  in  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  further  tended  to  fatisfy  me  with 
refpedt  to  the  impropriety  of  fuch  a requifi- 
tion : and  the  vifible  negledt  of  the  ftudy 
of  the  fcriptures,  in  this  age  and  country, 
feemed,  in  a great  meafure,  to  be  derived 
from  that  reftraint  of  the  exercife  of  private 
judgment,  which  is  the  unavoidable  confe- 
quence  of  this  unedifying  impofition. 
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With  thefe  conviftions,  it  was  impoffible 
for  me  to  decline  engaging  with  thofe  dif- 
tinguifhed  friends  of  religious  liberty,  who 
affociated  for  the  purpofe  of  folliciting,  for 
themfelves  and  their  brethren  of  the  church 
of  England,  an  exemption  from  the  obliga- 
tion of  declaring  or  fubfcribing  their  affent 
to  any  formulary  of  do&rine,  which  fhould 
be  propofed  as  explanatory  of  the  word  of 
God. 

It  appeared  to  me,  to  be  a fufficient  reafon 
forfuch  application,  that  the  dodtrines,  con- 
tained in  the  thirty-nine  articles,  being  the 
deductions  of  frail  and  fallible  men,  and  ex- 
prefled  in  unfcriptural  terms,  were  elfentially 
differenced,  in  point  of  authority,  from  thofe 
holy  fcriptures,  to  which  we  have  profelfed 
an  abfolute  and  unreferved  fubmiffion,  as  the 
only  rule  of  religious  faith  and  practice ; 
and  that  the  requifition  of  affent  to  them  was, 
eventually,  fubverfive  of  the  right  of  private 
judgment a right,  on  which  every  pro- 
teflant  church  was  founded,  and,  the  exer- 
cife  of  which,  our  own  church,  in  particu- 
lar, in  one  of  her  forms  of  ordination,  not 
only  allows  us,  but  injoins. 
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It  alfo  appeared  evident  to  me,  that  the 
inquiry,  whether  or  no  the  thirty-nine  ar- 
ticles exprefs  the  genuine  fenfe  of  fcripture, 
was  a queftion  of  a very  different  nature  from 
that,  to  which  the  petitioners  invited  the 
attention  of  their  brethren  ; that  perfons  of 
the  molt  oppofite  opinions,  with  refpeCt  to 
the  doCtrine  of  the  articles,  might  unite  in  a 
declaration,  that  every  attempt  to  effeCt-  an 
uniformity  of  fentiment  concerning  the  fenfe 
of  fcripture,  by  other  means  than  the  force- 
of  argument,  and  rational  conviction,  was 
utterly  unwarrantable,  and  bore  too  ftriking 
a refemblance  to  that  fpirit  of  intolerance, 
-which  forms  the  diftinguifhing  character  of 
anti-chriftian  Rome  : and,  laftly,  that  many 
members  of  our  church  might  be  truly 
fenfible  of  the  inexpediency  of  requiring 
this  fubfcriptionj  might  addrefs  a competent 
tribunal  with  a view  of  effecting  an  abolition 
of  the  practice,  and  yet  continue  to  hold  and 
to  accept  preferment,  without  violating  the 
dictates  of  confidence,  and  with  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  chriftian  caufe. 

My  objections,  my  lord,  to  the  accept- 
ing and  die  holding  of  preferment  in  . the 

church 


i 


{ 223  ) 


church  of  England,  bear  no  relation  to  the 
caufe  of  the  petitioning  :elergy ; the  l-eafons 
which  influenced  me  in  the  forming -of  the 
refolutioh,  now  communicated  to*your  lord- 


fbip,  are  intirely  my  ottfri. 

After  the  rhoft  ferious  and'  diipaffionate 
inquiry,  I am  perfuaded,  my  lord,  from  the 
concurrent  teftimony  of  reafon  and  revela- 
tion, that  the  fupreme  caufe  of  all  things, 
is,  not  merely  in  eflence,  but  alfo  in  perfon, 

ONE. 

By  the  force  of  the  fame  evidence  I am 
convinced,  that  this  almighty  power  is.  the 
only  proper  objed  of  religion. 

The  liturgy  of  the  church  of  England 
is  obvioufly  founded  upon  the  idea,  that  in 
the  divine  nature  is  a trinity  of  perfons, 
to  each  of  which  every  fpecies  of  religious 
adoration  is  addrefled,  as  well  as  fuch  powers 
afcribed,  as  are  the  incommunicable  attri- 
butes of  God. 

Under  my  perfuafion  of  the  erroneouf- 

r 

nefs  of  this  docffrine,  I cannot  any  longer, 
with  fatisfacffion  to  myfelf,  officiate  in  the 
effablhhed  fervice  : and,  as  I certainly  can 
have  no  claim  to  the  emoluments  of  my 

profeffion 
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jprdfeffion,  unlefs  I am  willing  to  perform 
the  duties  of  it,  I,  therefore,  refign  my  pre- 
ferment. 

But,  my  lord,  although  I find  myfelf  under 
an  obligation  to  relinquifii  my  prefent  ftation 
in  the  church  of  England,  I do  not  renounce 
the  profeffion  of  a chriftian.  On  the  con- 
trary, penetrated  by  the  cleared;  convictions 
of  the  high  importance,  and  divine  autho- 
rity of  the  gofpel,  I will  labour  to  promote 
the  advancement  of  fcriptural  knowledge 
with  increafing  zeal ; and  will  ever  be  ready 
to  unite,  with  heart  and  hand,  in  any  juft 
and  legal  attempt  to  remove  the  burthen  of 
fubfcription  to  human  formularies,  which  I 
efteem  one  of  the  raoft  powerful  obftrudions 
to  its  progrefs. 

I remain,  &c. 
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“ A LETTER  TO  THE  REV.  MR.  JEBB, 
WITH  RELATION  TO  HIS  DECLARED 
SENTIMENTS  ABOUT  THE  UNLAW- 
FULNESS OF  ALL  RELIGIOUS  AD- 
DRESSES TO  CHRIST  JESUS.’* 


FIRST  PUBLISHED  MDCCLXXIX. 

AS  A POSTSCRIPT  TO  MR.  LINDSEY’S 
“ TWO  DISSERTATIONS,  ON  THE 
PREFACE  TO  SAINT  JOHN’S  GOSPEL; 
AND  PRAYING  TO  JESUS  CHRIST.” 


TO  THE  AUTHOR  OF  “ A LETTER,”  &c. 


s i R, 

I n the  fird  page  of  your  preface,  you 
take  notice,  that  having  been  accudomed 
to  confider  religious  addrefles  unto  Chrift, 
as  founded  on  the  new  Tedament,  you 
edeemed  it  to  be  incumbent  on  you,  after 
reading  my  politive  denial  of  their  lawful- 
ness, “ to  examine  the  grounds  upon  which 
I reded  the  vindication  of  that  aflertion 
and  proceed  to  obferve,  that  “ I had  re- 
ferred my  readers  to  Mr.  Lindfey’s  book,  as 
containing  unanswerable  reafoning  on  this 
fubjedt.” 

In  your  table  of  contents  you  aflert,  that 
“ E)r.  Jebb  exprefsly  condemns  all  religious 
addrefles  to  Jefus  Chrid,  and  refers  his  rea- 
ders to  Mr.  Lindfey’s  Apology,  for  the  proof 
thereof.”  In  page  the  Second  of  your  letter, 
after  quoting  the  following  words  from  my 
pamphlet:  viz.  “ I am  convinced  that  the 
add  redes  of  chridians,  may,  with  the  fame 
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propriety,  be  directed  to  the  virgin  Mary,  as 
to  the  perfon  of  our  Lord you  proceed  to 
fay,  “ that  I refer  my  readers  to  Mr.  Lindfey,” 
who  hath  laboured  at  great  length  to  prove, 
that  prayer  to  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  not 
authorlfed  in  the  writings  of  the  new  Tef- 
tament;  and  you  declare  your  intention  of 
examining  what  he  has  advanced  upon  this 
fubjedt,  in  the  fame  order  in  which  he  hath 
propofed  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  trying  whe- 
ther it  is  fufficient  to  juftify  the  conclufion 
I have  drawn  thence. 

This  examination  is  comprifed  in  the  fol- 
lowing pages,  to  the  55th  inclulive.  In  the 
56th,  which  is  the  laft  page  but  one  of  your 
letter,  you  write  as  follows : “To  conclude 
then,  if  my  interpretation  of  the  places  in 
fcripture  be  right,  it  follows,  fir,  that  your 
pofition  * that  the  addreffes  of  chriftians 
may,  with  the  fame  propriety,  be  dire&ed 
to  the  virgin  Mary,  as  to  the  perfon  of  our 
Lord,’  is  far  from  being  true.” 

With  refpedt  to  the  preceding  paffiages,  I 
trull:  it  will  be  efteemed  fufficient  for  me  to 
obferve,  that  all  thefe  aflertions,  and  con- 
clufions,  proceeding  upon  the  idea  of  my 

having 
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having-  adually  referred  my  readers  to  Mr. 
Lindfey’s  publication  for  a proof  of  my  po- 
rtion, are  abfolutely  deftitute  of  all  foun- 
dation. 

My  pamphlet  may  eafily  be  obtained.  I 
appeal  from  your  alfertions  to  the  book  it- 
felf.  My  declaration,  refpeding  the  pro- 
priety of  addrefting  prayer  to  Chrift  Jefus, 
will  be  found  as  you  have  quoted  it,  but 
without  a fmgle  word  of  reference  to  Mr. 
Lindfey,  or  to  any  other  perfon. 

The  proper  unity  of  God,  and  the  unlaw- 
fulnefs  of  addrefting  prayer  to  Chrift  Jefus, 
are  very  different  queftions.  The  great  So- 
cinus  very  ably  defended  the  former  ques- 
tion, and,  at  the  fame  time,  attempted  to  re- 
fute the  arguments  of  Francifcus  Davides, 
who  maintained  the  latter.  I have  fpoken 
with  approbation  of  Mr.  Lindfey’s  argu- 
ments, refpeding  the  proper  unity  of  God, 
but  have  not  referred  to,  or  declared  either 
my  approbation  or  difapprobatior*  of  his  rea- 
fonings,  refpeding  the  impropriety  of  reli- 
gious addrefles  unto  Chrift.  The  defign  of 
my  publication  has  been  intirely  mifappre- 
hended.  Upon  re-perufing  of  it,  you  may 
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perceive,  that  it  was  not  my  intention  to 
engage  in  controverfy,  but  chiefly  to  aflign 
the  reafons,  which  induced  me  to  relin- 
quish my  flation  in  the  church  of  England. 
I declared  that  I refigned  my  preferment  be- 
caufe  I held  opinions  diametrically  oppofite 
to  thofe,  on  which  the  eftabliffied  form  of 
public  worShip  is  founded.  I declared  and 
unfolded  thefe  opinions  without  reServe; 
but  this  circumstance  laid  me  under  no  kind 
of  obligation  to  maintain  them  by  argu- 
ment : my  private  perfuafion  of  their  truth 
was  a Sufficient  reafon  for  my  conduct. 

But  had  it  been  my  intention  to  enter 
into  the  principles,  upon  which  my  opinion 
respecting  the  point  in  queftion  is  founded, 
it  is  not  probable,  that  I Should  have  con- 
tented mySelf  with  referring  to  Mr.  Lindfey’s 
publication,  however  highly  I approve  his 
arguments,  and  reSpect  his  authority.  I 
Should  alfo  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
have  endeavoured  to  eftabliffi  the  truth  of 
So  important  a pofition  by  fuch  deductions, 
as  at  leaSt  would  have  convinced  my  readers, 
that  I had  not  taken  up  my  opinion  without 
Some  reflection  on  the  Subject ; and  Should 

unquef- 
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unquestionably  have  referred,  perhaps  very 
largely,  to  thofe  p adages  in  the  facred  writ- 
ings, which,  in  my  apprehenfion,  would 
enable  my  readers  to  determine  the  queflion 
for  themfelves.  It  has  long  been  my  perfua- 
fion,  that  we  pay  too  much  deference  to  the 
opinions  of  men,  refpedting  religion ; and 
too  little  to  the  word  of  God,  from  which 
alone  all  our  ideas  refpe<2ting  the  gofpel 
ought  to  be  deduced.  In  the  ledtures  I 
gave  upon  the  evangelifls,  during  my  reft- 
dence  at  Cambridge,  I always  endeavoured 
to  convince  my  pupils,  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  make  as  much  ufe  as  poffible  of 
their  own  reafon,  when  employed  in  ex- 
ploring the  genuine  fenfe  of  fcripture.  Not 
that  I would  prefume  myfelf,  or  would  ad- 
vife  others  to  rejedt  the  lights,  which  the 
labours  of  learned  men,  engaged  in  the  fame 
purfuit,  from  time  to  time,  have  holden 
forth  to  us ; on  the  contrary,  I think  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  avail  ourfelves  of  every  affiftance 
we  can  procure,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  I 
would  always  prefs  the  ufe  of  private  judg- 
ment j by  which  I would  be  underflood  to 
mean,  tnc  exerciie  of  a judgment  intirely 
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unbiased  by  authority,  and  free  from  every 
kind  of  prejudice,  fuch  as  becomes  every 
man,  in  a cafe,  which  to  every  man  is  of 
private  concern. 

This  freedom  of  the  mind,  from  the  exer- 
tion of  which  the  mod;  glorious  confequences 
would  be  derived  to  fociety,  I hold  to  be  ef- 
fential  in  condituting  the  charadter  of  a true 
protedant.  The  invafion  of  it,  by  any  human 
authority,  how  refpedtablefoever,  I edeem  as 
an  outrage  againd  the  majedy  of  heaven ; as 
it  tends  to  deprive  the  almighty  of  the  proper 
homage  of  his  creatures.  I have  contended, 
and  to  the  lated  hour  of  my  life  will  con- 
tend for  its  edablifhment,  in  its  mod  unli- 
mited extent ; and  I proted  againd  the  un- 
generous policy,  which  at  the  prefen  t mo- 
ment, under  pretence  of  zeal  for  the  in- 
tereds  of  chridianity,  really  aims  at  eda- 
blidiing  the  empire  of  the  magidrate  over 
confcience,  and  of  thereby  fubjedting  the 
nobled  faculties,  and  endowments  of  our 
nature,  to  the  lud  of  lawlefs  power,  the 
mod  baneful  paffion  of  our  frame. 

But  at  the  fame  time  that  I think  it  in- 
cumbent upon  me,  to  corredt  the  falfe  con- 
ception 
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ception  you  have  entertained  of  the  defign 
of  my  pamphlet ; I do  alfo  think  it  my  duty 
to  allure  you,  that  it  is  not  on  account  of 
any  diffidence  in  Mr.  Lindfey’s  abilities,  or 
difapprobation  of  his  argument,  that  I de- 
cline being  a party  in  the  controverfy,  which 
he  fulbains  with  fo  great  advantage,  to  what 
I efteem  the  caufe  of  genuine  chriftianity, 
and  with  fo  much  honour  to  himfelf.  I 
am  engaged  in  the  fludies  and  the  duties  of  a 
profeffion,  which  demand  my  utmo(b  atten- 
tion. In  fiich  circumftances,  it  will  not  be 
expected,  by  any  reafonable  man,  that  I 
fhould  enter  upon  thofe  arguments,  which 
have  induced  me  to  embrace  my  prefent 
opinions  on  this  fubje<ft ; but  I will  never 
decline  any  proper  opportunity  of  declaring 
them,  as  I always  have  efteemed  an  open 
avowal  of  our  religious  perfuafions,  to  be 
the  indifpenfable  duty  of  a chriftian  and  a 
proteftant. 

You  mention,  that  at  the  time  of  writing 

to 

your  letter,  you  had  read  only  Mr.  Lindfey’s 
Apology;  you  poffibly,  fince  that  period,  have 
feen  his  Sequel.  I trull,  that  your  candour 
will  induce  you  attentively  to  perufe  the 

pre- 
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preceding  pages  of  this  work,  in  which  the 
point  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  religious  addreffes 
to  Chrift  Jefus  is  hill  farther  debated.  If 
you  wifh  to  know  my  opinion  on  the  fub- 
jed,  as  the  opinion  of  a private  perfon  not 
involved,  and  who  means  not,  at  prefent,  to 
involve  himfelf  in  the  controverfy,  I will 
freely  own,  that  I intirely  aflent,  both  in 
general  and  particular,  to  the  arguments, 
by  which  Mr.  Lindfey  eftablifhes  the  pro- 
per unity  of  God,  as  well  as  to  thofe,  by 
which  he  demon ftrates  the  offering  of  ad- 
dreffes  to  Chrift  Jefus  to  be  deftitute  of  all 
fcriptural  foundation ; and  that,  notwith- 
standing what  yourfelf,  and  other  oppo- 
nents have  objeded,  I am  perfuaded  he  has 
fufHciently,  and  very  ably  proved  thefe 
points. 

At  the  fame  time  that  I make  this  volun- 
tary declaration  of  my  fentiments,  refped- 
ing  Mr.  Lindfey’s  publications,  I with  great 
willingnefs  give  my  tribute  of  praife  to  the 
zeal  which  yourfelf,  and  another  of  my 
correfpondents,  the  rev.  Mr.  Tew,  have 
manifefted  for  what  appears  to  you  to  be 
the  caufe  of  truth.  I refped  the  learning 

and 
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and  the  abilities  of  both.  I honour  you  for 
your  fentiments,  refpedting  the  unalienable 
rights  of  chriftians ; for  your  candour  to  the 
perfons  of  your  opponents;  and  I am  under 
obligations  to  you  both  for  exprefhons  of 
good  will,  and  of  civility  to  myfelf. 

I am,  fir, 

* 

your  obedient  Servant, 

Craven-Street, 

April  22,  1779. 

JOHN  J E B B. 
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A SKETCH  OF  THE  PLAN  OF 
THE  SOCIETY  FOR  PROMOTING 
THE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE 


SCRIPTURES. 


FIRST  PUBLISHED  MDCCLXXXIII. 


A SKETCH  OF  THE  PLAN,  &c. 


As  it  appears  to  be  a point  of  fome  im- 
portance, that  the  fpecific  defign  of  the  fo- 
ciety  fhould  be  perfectly  comprehended,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  requeff  the  atten- 
tion of  their  future  correfpondents  to  the 
following  circumftances. 

To  imprefs  the  human  heart  with  juft 
affections  refpedting  the  almighty,  and  • our 
fellow- creatures  ,*  to  animate  us  in  the  per- 
formance of  our  duty ; and  to  qualify  us  for 
the  enjoyment  of  fubftantial  happinefs,  if 
not  always  in  the  prefent,  yet  molt  affuredly 
in  a future  feene,  are  the  great  ends  and 
objeefts  of  religion  : and  conflitute  the  cha- 
raCteriftic  excellence  of  the  chriftian  infti- 
tution. 

And  whenever  that  truly  rational  fyftem 
of  faith  and  practice,  which  is  unfolded  in 
the  feriptures,  fliall  be  profeffed  in  its  pri- 
maeval purity;  when  the  piety  and  benevo- 
lence which  they  inculcate,  fhall  become 

vital 
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vital  principles  of  adtion  and  generally  pre- 
vail, the  falutary  effedts  they  will  produce, 
both  upon  individuals  and  communities,  will 
add  evidence  irrefiftible  to  the  divine  autho- 
rity of  the  gofpel ; and,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  diffufe  harmony  and  peace  over 
every  fcene  of  focial  life,  will  enable  us  with 
grateful  hearts  to  fix  our  hopes  of  happinefs 
on  a foundation,  which  the  calamities  and 

temptations  incident  to  humanity  will  affail 

. 

in  vain. 

It  perhaps  is  in  a great  meafure  owing  to 
an  injudicious,  and  indeed  preposterous  me- 
thod of  inquiry  into  the  dodtrine  of  the 
fcriptures,  that  the  divine  revelation,  there- 
in contained,  hath  been  fo  partially  ac- 
knowledged as  the  guide  of  human  life. 

It  has  been  too  much  the  pradticeof  thofe 
members  of  the  chriffcian  church,  to  whom 
the  office  of  inflrudlion  has  been  delegated, 

t 

to  diredt  the  attention  of  mankind  to  certain 
tenets  of  religion,  which  the  authority  of 
former  ages,  rather  than  the  decifions  of 
their  unbiaffied  judgment,  had  taught  them 
to  refpedt  as  fundamental  to  commence 

their 
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their  own  refearches  with  an  ahuriiption  of 
their  truth ; and  to  employ  their  learned 
labours  in  what  proved,  very  frequently,  a 
vain  attempt  to  ehablifh  their  conformity  to 
holy  writ.  ; 

Such  was  the  procefs  of  ancient  philofo- 
phy  in  its  unfuccefsful  efforts  to  unfold  the 
laws  of  the  vifible  creation : to  explain  the 
works  of  God. 

A theory,  or  an  hypo.thefis,  framed  by 
human  fancy,  anticipated  what  ought  to 
have  been  the  refult  of  a laborious  invehi- 
gation  into  fadt. 

But  when,  afeending  with  heady  hep  from 
each  well-ehablihied  obfervation,  human 
induhry  reverfed  the  former  procefs,  and  the 
conclusion  flowed  from  experiment  as  its 
only  proper  fource,  truth  difclofed  itfelf  to 
the  enraptured  underftanding  in  its  genuine 
Simplicity-  and,  the  laws  and  ordinances 
hood  revealed,  which  the  great  creator  had 
impofed  upon  the  larger  maffes  of  material 
being,  when  he  conhru&ed  the  Stupendous 
fabric  of  the  world. 

Let  fimilar  wifdom  diredt  our  movements, 
and  fimilar  fuccefs  may  be  expedted,  when. 
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with  that  humility  and  patient  attention, 
which  thould  ever  accompany  fuch  re- 
fearches,  our  labours  are  employed  in  the 
investigation  of  religious  truth. 

The  word  of  God,  revealed  in  the  fcrip- 
fhres  of  both  Teftaments,  like  the  book  of 
nature,  lies  open  to  us  all ; like  the  laws  of 
nature,  the  dodtrines  of  revelation  may  be 
conceived  to  be,  at  once,  both  Simple  and 
fublime ; fufficient  to  affedt  the  improved 
mind  with  wonder  and  delight,  yet  fuch  as 
the  moft  unlettered  underftanding  may  ap- 
prehend with  facility,  when  the  cloud  of 
human  prejudices,  which  has  fo  long  ob- 
fcured  the  heavenly  light  of  truth,  fhall  be 
totally  withdrawn. 

The  fociety  prefumes,  that  it  will  affift 
in  the  removal  of  thefe  prejudices,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  tend  to  inform  the  mind  of 
the  true  believer  with  juft  and  proper  fenti- 
ments  of  the  benevolence  of  the  great  cre- 
ator, exhibited  in  the  gofpel,  that  laft,  beft 
gift  of  God  to  man,  if  the  friends  to  reli- 

O 

gious  inquiry  be  invited  feduloufly  to  pur- 
fue,  what  may  not  unaptly  be  termed,  the 

“ analytic’' 
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i(  analytic”  mode  of  inquiry,  into  the  genuine 

doctrines  of  the  fcriptures. 

Inftead  of  affuming  a pofition,  and  at- 
tempting a demonftration  of  its  truth,  hy 
authorities  from  fcripture,  which  bears  a re- 
femblance  to  the  “ fynthetic”  method  in  phi- 
lofophy,  they  would  propofe  to  invert  the 
procefs,  by  previouily  eftablifhing  the  ge- 
nuine fenfe  of  thofe  authorities,  which  may 
have  been  brought  in  evidence  of  the  doc- 
trine propofed'. 

An  instance  may  affift  in  explaining  their 
idea. 

Let  us  fuppofe  it  was  the  defign  of  a 
writer  to  treat  upon  the  terms  of  a man’s 
final  acceptance  with  the  almighty. 

Such  writer  would  probably  fate  his  own 
opinion  in  definite  terms ; and,  after  at- 
tempting by  argument  to  evince  the  abfur- 
dity  of  the  contrary  fentiment,  would  pro- 
ceed to  eftablifh  the  juftnefs  of  his  own,  by- 
authorities  from  holy  writ. 

The  advocate  for  the  oppofite  opinion 
would  probably  proceed  in  a fimilar  man- 
ner } he  would  attempt  to  eftablifh  its  con- 
formity to  reafon ; and  would  endeavour  to 
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refute  the  arguments  of  his  opponent,  ap- 
pealing alfo,  where  he  faw  occafion,  to  au- 
thorities from  fcripture. 

If  both  parties  were  agreed  with  refpedt 
to  the  import  of  thefe  authorities,  and  fairly 
cited  whatever  in  the  original  record  related 
to  the  argument,  the  debate  would  foon  be 
terminated.  But  the  experience  of  ages 
bears  teflimony  that  the  contrary  is  the  fadt: 
each  party  in  the  difpute  controverting  the 
interpretation  impofed  by  his  adverfary,  and, 
with  pertinacity,  adhering  to  his  own. 

The  unedifying  altercation  is  alfo  fre- 
quently prolonged,  by  an  imperfedt  recital 
of  the  pafiages,  which  are  fuppofed  to  bear 
an  immediate  reference  to  the  fubjedt  of  de- 

i •* 

bate ; and,  by  a feries  of  arguments,  depend- 
ing upon  the  fenfe  of  particular  words  and 
detached  fentences ; little  or  no  attention 
being  obferved,  in  the  quotation  of  thefe 
authorities,  to  the  general  import  of  the 
context. 

In  fuch  circumflances,  it  is  not  wonderful 
that  prejudice  fhould  alternately  exert  a 
forcible,  though  latent  power,  over  the 
minds  of  the  opponent  parties,  and  that  the 

genuine 
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genuine  doctrine  of  revelation  fhould  fre- 
quently elude  the  moll  laborious  refearches 
of  them  both. 

Let  us  now  fuppofe,  that  before  the  mind 
is  warped  in  favour  of  any  fpecific  opinion, 
or  warmed  with  controverfy,  we  fit  down 
to  inveftigate  the  fenfe  of  a paffage  of  fcrip- 
ture,  with  the  fame  calm  and  compofed  tem- 
per, with  which  we  examine  a paffage  in  a 
greek  or  roman  claffic,  whofe  genuine  fenfe 
we  are  ftu-dious  to  explore. 

Unblinded  by  fyftem,  and  exempt  from 
every  fpecies  of  prejudice,  we,  without  par- 
tiality, avail  ourfelves  of  all  thofe  lights  of 
criticifm,  which  the  learned  labours  of 
others,  as  well  as  our  own  unbiased  judg- 
ment may  afford  ; and  a clear  conception  of 
the  one  true  meaning  of  the  author  foon  re- 
wards our  toils. 

Were  this  our  invariable  procefs  in  the 
expofition  of  the  facred  page,  a paffage  once 
elucidated  and  explained  by  thofe  aids,  which 
the  prefen t age  enjoys  in  fuch  fuperior  mea- 
fure,  like  a well-efiablifhed  experiment  in 
philofophy,  might  be  appealed  to  with  con- 
fidence; its  recital  would  have  the  force  of 
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legal  evidence  in  the  pleadings  of  the  oppo- 
nent parties  ■>  and,  it  could  no  longer  be  em- 
ployed in  the  fupport  of  thofe  bafelefs  fabrics 
of  divinity,  which  have  fo  frequently  difho- 
noured  the  chriftian  name. 

We  will  now  proceed  more  particularly 
to  ftate  that  method  of  advancing  fcriptural 
knowledge,  which  we  would  wifh  to  re- 
commend. 

Let  us  fuppofe  a portion  of  a prophet,  an 
evangelift,  or  other  facred  writer  to  be 
chofen,  which  contains  an  incident,  an  ad- 
monition, or  an  argument,  in  fome  meafure 
detached  from  the  fubfequent  and  preced- 
ing parts  of  fcripture.  The  twenty-fecond 
chapter  of  Genefis,  'from  the  firft  verfe  to 
the  nineteenth  inclufive ; the  twenty-third 
chapter  of  Ifaiah ; the  fevfenteenth  chapter 
of  St.  John’s  gofpel ; the  firft  ten  verfes 
of  the  'thirteenth  chapter  of  the  epiftle  to 
the  Romans ; the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the 
firft  epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  may  be 
propofed  as  fpecimens  of  fuch  detached  por- 
tions. 

The  commentator  upon  fuch  paffages 
would  probably  think  it  expedient,  in  the 
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firft  place,  to  inquire  into  thofe  preceding 
incidents,  and  concommitant  circumftances, 
of  which  it  may  appear  neceffary  to  form  a 
juft  conception,  before  he  enters  upon  an 

explanation  of  the  purport  of  fen  fences  and 

\ 

words. 

r 

Preliminaries  being  difcuffed,  if  any  vari- 
ous readings  worthy  of  attention  ffould  be 
noticed,  the  expofttor  may  think  it  proper, 
by  the  means  of  thofe  aftiftances,  which 
Kennicott,  Mill,  Bengelius,  or  Wetftein 
may  afford,  to  fupport  the  received  reading, 
or  eftabliff  fuch  alteration  in  the  text,  as 
the  rules  of  found  criticifm  ffall  luggeft. 

An  accurate  tranflation  of  the  paffage, 
with  proper  divifions  into  paragraphs  or  fen- 
tences,  pointed  with  the  utmoft  correffnefs 
poffible,  would  greatly  tend  to  the  infor- 
mation and  improvement  of  the  learned,  as 
well  as  the  unlearned  reader. 

The  exhibiting  of  a fummary  idea  of  the 
import  of  each  paragraph,  in  a well-digefted 
commentary,  in  the  manner  of  biff  op 
Hurd  upon  Horace’s  epiftles  to  Auguftus 
and  the  Pifo’s,  would  afford  further  aftiftance 
to  the  inquirer  into  fcripture-truth  ; the 
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fenfe  of  each  paragraph  being  Confirmed  by 
references  to  other  parts  of  fcripture,  where 
the  fame  or  a fimilar  fubjedt  is  difcufted. 

Notes  critical  and  philological,  and  ex- 
planatory of  allufions  to  rites  and  cuftoms, 
and  hiftorical  fadts,  with  fuch  references  to 
fcripture,  as  tend  to  explain  the  peculiar 
phrafeology,  may  follow  next  in  order. 

Laftly,  fuch  conclufions,  dodtrinal  and 
moral,  as  appear  of  fufficient  importance, 
and  are  aeducible  by  juft  inference  from  the 
paftage  in  queftion,  may,  with  great  advan- 
tage, clofe  the  work. 

It  may  poflibly  be  urged,  that  the  fame  or 
a fimilar  procefs  has  already  been  adopted  by 
many  commentators  upon  fcripture. 

But  it  is  prefumed,  that  it  is  one  thing 
to  write  a continued  commentary  upon  fcrip- 
ture; another,  to  comment  upon  a detached 
portion  of  fcripture,  in  the  manner  which 
has  now  been  hinted.  In  a general  commen- 
tary, thofe  preliminary  circumftances,  on 
which  the  juft  comprehenfion  of  the  paftage 
fo  much  depends,  would  interfere  with  the 
execution  of  the  author’s  purpofe  ; who,  in- 
flead  of  commenting  upon  feparate  paftages, 
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proceeds  in  a regular  tenor  to  comment  upon 
verficles  and  words ; the  general  import  being* 
frequently,  incompletely  noticed,  and,confe- 
quently,  the  verlicles  and  words  themfelves 
imperfectly  underflood,  if  not  erroneoufly 
explained. 

Although  it  appears  neceffary,  in  explain- 
ing the  intentions  of  the  fociety,  to  delineate 
that  form  of  compofition,  which  they  con- 
ceive would  mofl  effectually  promote  the 
knowledge  of  the  fcriptures ; yet,  it  is  by  no 
means  their  intention  to  require  a rigid  con- 
formity to  any  fpecific  model,  from  their 
future  correfpondents.  On  the  contrary, 
they  will  gladly  admit  fuch  tradts,  as  pro- 
ceed upon  a lefs  extenlive  plan,  provided  it 
be  evidently  the  diredt  and  primary  intention 
of  the  author  to  elucidate  the  facred  text. 
Effays,  written  profeffedly  in  fupport  of  par- 
ticular tenets  and  forms  of  dodtrine,  are  liable 
to  the  objections  hated  in  the  preceding  pages : 
but  every  communication  of  the  friends  of 
revelation,  which  tends  to  the  advancement 
of  fcriptural  knowledge,  whether  it  affords 
an  explanation  of  a rite  or  ceremony  ; of  an 
allufion  to  the  manners  and  principles  of  the 
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age ; of  a point  of  civil  hiftory,  or,  of  a fingle 
fentence  or  exprefiion  contained  in  the  bible, 
will  be  received  with  thankfulnefs,  as  in- 
tirely  coinciding  with  their  purpofe. 

The  right  of  private  judgment  in  religious 
concernments,  and  of  worfhipping  the  great 
creator  as  our  reafon  and  our  confcience 
lhall  approve,  cannot  be  invaded,  upon  any 
pretence  whatever,  without  injury ; nor, 
without  impiety,  refigned.  In  a country, 
profefiedly  chriftian,  improvement  in  fcrip- 
tural  knowledge,  with  the  confequent  prac- 
tice of  every  divine  and  focial  virtue,  may 
be  expedted  to  flourilh  or  decreafe,  in  pro- 
portion as  thefe  rights  are  more  or  lefs  ex- 
tenfively  enjoyed.  It  is,  therefore,  the  purpofe 
alfo  of  the  prefent  inftitution  to  afiift  in  the 
circulation  of  fuch  tradts,  as  vindicate  to 
every  member  of  the  community  the  enjoy- 
ment of  thefe  invaluable  privileges,  in  their 
unlimited  extent : the  fociety  being  firmly 
perfuaded,  that  to  employ  our  nobleft  faculty 
upon  its  nobleft  object ; our  powers  of  reafon 
upon  religion,  is,  at  once,  the  unalienable 
right ; the  higheft  praife  and  the  primary 
obligation  of  man. 
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In  the  profecution  of  thefe  defigns,  the 
laity  and  clergy  of  every  denomination  and 
defcription  are  immediately  interested ; and 
every  pious  perfon,  according  to  the  talent 
with  which  heaven  hath  intruded  him,  how- 
ever private  may  be  his  fituation,  may  oc- 
cafionally  aflid,  either  by  his  communica- 
tions, or  his  fupport. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  fociety  will  be  tranf- 
adted  in  the  metropolis,  in  conformity  to 
its  rules  and  regulations ; but  much  vigour 
and  effedt  may  be  afforded  to  their  labours 
by  their  didant  members  and  other  corre- 
fpondents.  By  their  concurring  endeavours, 
the  fociety  will  acquire  dability  and  drength; 
and  their  attempts  to  illudrate  the  facred 
writers  be  productive,  it  is  hoped,  of  happy 
confequences  to  the  general  intereds  of  truth 
and  virtue. 

Influenced  by  thefe  motives,  and  not  with- 
out hope  of  the  general  countenance  and 
fupport  of  ferious  and  liberal-minded  chrif- 
tians,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  fociety  to 
publifh  fuch  original  papers,  explanatory 
of  the  fcriptures,  and  alfo  in  vindication 
of  the  right  of  free  inquiry  and  of  private 
judgment,  correfpondent  to  the  fcheme  of 
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their  institution,  as  Shall  be  communicated 
and  approved.. 

With  the  Slime  views,  it  is  another  part 
of  the  defign  of  the  Society,  to  reprint  fuch 
tradts  or  papers,  upon  thefe  important  Sub- 
jects, as  Shall  be  thought  worthy  of  renewed 
attention  ; and  which,  from  the  diflance  of 
the  time  of  their  original  publication,  or  from 
the  fcarcity  of  the  books  wherein  they  are  to 
be  found,  may  efcape  the  notice  of  perfons 
who  would  principally.be  benefited  by  them. 

In  both  cafes,  however,  they  propofe,  in- 
variably to  abide  by  the  Specific  description 
of  then*  plan,  contained  in  the  form  of  in- 
stitution.* 

It  is  recommended  to  thoSe  who  may  be 
diSpcSed  to  tranSmit  any  papers  to  the  Socie- 
ty, and,  at  the  fame  time,  inclined  to  with- 
hold their  names  from  the  public,  to  adopt 
Some  Signature  Sufficiently  difiinguifhing,  ac- 
cording as  their  own  difcretion  Shall  SuggeSt. 

K In 

[*  The  form  of  the  fociety’s  inftitution  is  as  follows. 

Eflex-houfe,  Monday  Sept.  2g,  1783. 

cc  It  appears  to  the  perfons  here  prefent,  that  a So- 
ciety, inftituted  for  promoting  the  knowledge 
of  the  scriptures,  would  be  very  feafonable  at  this 
time,  and  anfwer  many  valuable  and  excellent  purpofes. 
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In  the  mode  of  publication,  the  fociety 
do  not  intend  to  confine  themfelves  to  time, ' 
or  quantity  of  letter-prefs,  as  is  the  cafe  in 
regular  periodical  publications  ; but  to  pub- 
lifh,  occafionally,  in  fuccefiive  numbers,  and 
at  irregular  intervals,  fuch  papers  as  fhall 
have  been  approved ; without  obferving  any 
other  order  or  preference  than  the  time  of 
their  communication. 

The  expenfe  of  printing  will  be  defrayed 
by  the  fociety,  and  their  publications  will  be 
circulated  by  the  members  in  fuch  manner, 
as  each  fhall  judge  mod:  conducive  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  fociety’s  defign.  In  aid,  how- 
ever, of  this  part  of  their  plan,  which  might 
other  wife  be  limited  in  its  operation,  they 
purpofe  to  comply  with  the  ordinary  method 
obferved  in  literary  publications,  and  to  di- 
red:  their  papers  to  be  fold  by  their  bookfeller. 

In  confequence  of  fuch  perfuafion,  We,  whofe  names 
are  underwritten,  do  accordingly  conftitute  ourfclves 
A Society  for  maintaining  the  right  of  free  inquiry  and 
of  private  judgment  in  religious  matters  ; and  for  receiv- 
ing and  circulating  critical  and  philological  tra&s,  ex- 
planatory of  the  books  of  the  old  and  new  Teftament.”] 
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Plutarch.  Apophthegm.  Lacon. 

{<  I call,  therefore,  a complete  and  generous  educa- 
tion, that  which  fits  a man  to  perform  juftly,  Ikilfully, 
and  magnanimoufly,  all  the  offices,  both  private  and 
public,  of  peace  and  war.” 


Milton. 


. My  intention,  in  this  little  traCl,  is,  to 
offer  my  ientiments  upon  the  courfe  of  ftudy, 
prefcribed  to  the  candidate  for  the  fir  ft  de- 
gree in  arts  by  the  cufiom  of  our  univerlity ; 
and  to  fuggeft,  what  appears  to  me,  a prac- 
ticable fcheme  for  its  improvement. 

In  the  profecution  of  my  purpofe,  I do 
not  think  it  neceffary  to  begin  with  deve- 
loping the  primary  defign  of  our  anceftors 
in  academical  foundations ; nor  Ihall  I tref- 
pafs  upon  my  reader’s  patience  by  an  in- 
quiry, how  far  change  of  circumftances, 
and  feafons,  may  convey  to  us  a right  of  de- 
parting from  the  traditionary  forms  of  edu- 
cation, in  thefe  feats  of  literature  : I fhall 
fuppofe,  according  to  the  general  idea,  that 
they  ought  to  be  confidered  as  feminaries  for 
the  information  of  youth  in  thofe  fiudies, 
which  have  a tendency  to  fit  them  for  the 
various  fcenes  of  focial  life;  and  fhall  there- 
fore conclude,  if  the  plan,  at  prefent  pur- 
fued  in  our  univerfities,  fhould,  upon  due 
confideration,  appear  to  be  materially  de- 
fective, that  there  is,  fomewhere  or  other, 
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lodged  a power  of  introducing  fuck  regu- 
lations, as  may  enable  them  more  fully  to 
anfwer  the  primary  purpofes  of  their  effa- 
bliffiment. 

Whether  the  emendation,  propofed  in  the 
following  pages,  be  expedient  in  our  prefent 
circumftances,  is  the  queftion,  which  is 
now,  with  all  humility,  fubmitted  to  the 
judgment  of  the  public ; and  this  upon  the 
prefumption,  that  the  public  is  interefted  in 
its  decifion.  It  is  only  requeued,  that,  if 
any  fentiments  occur  in  the  progrefs  of  my 
argument,  which  fhall  be  thought  offenfive, 
it  may  be  attentively  and  difpaffionately 
confidered,  whether  they  are  not  juftly 
founded,  and  whether  they  do  not  imme- 
diately arife  from  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft 
now  before  us. 

The  difcharge  of  my  duty  in  the  office  of 
moderator,  to  which  I was  five  times  called 
by  the  voice  of  the  univerfity,  together  with 
my  engagements  as  a tutor,  for  the  fpace  of 
more  than  fifteen  years,  have  been  the  occa- 
fion  of  my  affording  a more  than  ordinary 
degree  of  attention  to  the  various  parts  of 
our  academical  courfe;  and,  therefore,  Itruff, 
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I may  prefame  fo  far  upon  my  knowledge  of 
our  form  of  literary  difcipline,  and  my  ac- 
quaintance with  the  movements  of  the 
youthful  mind,  as  to  hint,  what  appears  to 
me  exceptionable  in  our  prefent  fyftem  of 
education,  and  to  fugged;  the  model  of  an 
inditution,  in  my  idea,  approaching  nearer 
to  perfection.  In  the  difcudion  of  this 
queilion,  the  voice  of  calumny,  the  effufions 
of  illiberal  refentment,  fhall  pafs  unnoticed. 
But  if  the  objections,  which  may  podibly 
be  urged  againd  the  offered  fcheme  of  im- 
provement, fhall  be  propofed  in  the  fpirit 
of  candour,  they  fhall  be  replied  to  in  the 
fame  fpirit.  Poffeding  a voice  in  the  legif- 
lature  of  our  little  republic,  I have  an  un- 
doubted right  to  offer  to  its  confi  deration, 
whatever  I may  think  will  be  conducive  to 
our  honour  and  advantage.  But,  I fhall 
conduCt  myfelf  in  the  fequel,  as  a perfon 
who  confiders,  that,  although  fome  altera- 
tions may  be  neceffary,  his  own  particular 
mode  of  effecting  them  may  not  be  the  mod: 
elegible ; and,  therefore,  if  it  be  rejected,  I 
will  endeavour  to  enjoy,  in  tranquility,  the 
fatisfaCtion  aridng  from  the  confcioufnefs  of 
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good  intentions;  a fatisfadtion,  which  is 
neither  impaired  by  a mifcarriage,  nor  en- 
hanced by  fuccefs. 

It  has  frequently  been  objected  to  us, 
that,  of  late  years,  there  hath  been  an  enor- 
mous increafe  in  the  expenfes  of  academical 
education.  I fhall  not  inquire,  how  far 
this  evil  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  conduct  of 
the  parent,  or  the  guardian  : I fhall  only 
obferve,  that  if  this  extravagance,  and  con- 
fequent  licentioufnefs  of  manners,  in  any 
degree  arifes  from  our  own  error  or  inatten- 
tion, both  our  honour  and  our  interefl  are 
concerned  in  retraining  them. 

Many  perfons  of  great  character  and  real 
worth,  who  have  alfo  manifefied  a tender- 
regard  for  the  interefts  of  our  univerfity, 
have  often  hinted,  that  it  is  become  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  us  to  exert  ourlelves 
with  more  than  ordinary  zeal,  in  the  prefent 
alarming  crifis  of  national  manners.  And 
it  is  a truth  too  melancholy  to  be  infilled  on, 
that  a licentious  and  infidel  fpirit,  diffufing 
itfelf  from  the  metropolis  as  its  center,  at 
length  hath  penetrated  thefe  retirements; 
and  hath  produced  appearances,  peculiarly 

unbe- 


( 263  ) 

unbecoming  a place,  fet  apart  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  learning  and  religious  education. 

It  hath  alfo  been  fuggefted,  that  it  is  only 
by  the  feverity  of  our  difcipline  we  can  hope 
to  effect  a removal  of  evils,  which  feem  to 
threaten  our  deftrudtion.  I am,  from  my 
heart,  difpofed  to  look  with  approbation 
upon  every  ordinance,  which  has  a tendency 
to  produce  a decent  and  regular  deportment: 
but,  if  I conjecture  right,  that  truly  por- 
tentous diffipation,  which  does  us  fuch  dif- 
credit  in  the  eftimation  of  the  ferious  part 
of  mankind,  arifes  not  fo  much  from  a re- 
laxation of  difcipline,  as  from  the  denial  of 
indulgence  to  a virtuous  affeCtion  of  the 
foul,  formerly  cultivated  with  the  moft  affi- 
duous  care,  and  honoured  in  the  inftitutions 
of  the  wifeft  ftates,  as  a paffion,  productive 
of  the  moft  falutary  confequences  to  the 
public  welfare. 

Schemes*  of  difcipline,  planned  with  wif- 
dom,  and  fteadily  fupported,  may  poffibly 
reftore  to  us  a portion  of  our  former  repu- 
tation. But,  when  I reflect  upon  the  par- 
ticular nature  of  thofe  corruptions  which 
mark  the  manners  of  the  prefent  times,  I 

$ 4 own 


( 264  ) 

own  I am  inclined  to  prefer  that  mode  of 
reformation,  which  gently  leads  the  minds 
of  youth  from  the  purfuit  of  each  inferior 
gratification,  by  propofing  to  their  view 
fuch  objects  as  are  truly  deferving  of  their 
attention ; which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it 
prevents  the  comrniffion  of  vice,  by  dimi- 
nishing the  number  and  efficacy  of  its  temp- 
tations, roufes  to  the  practice  of  every  man- 
ly virtue,  by  the  animating  profped  of  re- 
ward. 

The  time  of  life,  when  the  powers  of 
reafon  are  approaching  to  their  maturity, 
Should  unquestionably  be  chofen,  as  the  pro- 
per feafon  for  inftilling  thofe  principles  of 
virtue,  learning,  and  religion,  which  are 
mofi  likely  to  render  us  ufeful  to  our  coun- 
try, and  happy  in  ourfelves. 

At  this  period,  the  fpirit  of  emulation 
is  found  in  greateft  force : it  conftjtutes  a 
motive,  more  generous  than  the  felfifh,  fen- 
fual  paffions,  which,  according  to  the  ufual 
courfe  of  nature,  prevail  in  earlier  life;  but 
lefs  exalted  than  that  fervent  love  of  human 
kind,  which  is  intended  by  the  author  of 
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our  being  to  be  the  incentive  in  maturer 
age. 

It  has  frequently  been  obferved,  that  the 
affeCtions  of  the  human  mind  rife  by  a ne- 
ceffary  progrefs,  in  beautiful  fucceffion,  each 
being  introductory  to  affe&ions  of  a nobler 
hind ; that  each  has  its  limited  time  of  act- 
ing ; that  it  is  our  wifdom  to  convert  them 
to  their  nobleft  objeCts  $ and  that  if,  in  par- 
ticular, the  feafon,  when  the  emulative  af- 
fections molt  prevail,  fhould  be  negleCted, 
it  will  be  in  vain  that  we  afterwards  endea- 
vour to  imprefs  the  mind  with  the  ardour  of 
improvement,  or  to  /lamp  it  with  the  image 
of  each  fterling  virtue. 

A fyftem  of  education,  therefore,  cannot 

■j  ‘ 

be  complete,  in  which  the  fpirit  of  emula- 
tion is  either  partially  indulged,  or  impro- 
perly directed. 

But,  in  the  univerlity  of  Cambridge,  a 
great  part  of  the  fludents  have  no  opportu- 
nity of  exerting  their  abilities,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  this  generous  paffion.  And,  in 
thofe  inftances  wherein  it  is  fufFered  to  ma- 
nifeft  its  power,  its  force  is  expended  in  the 
acquifition  of  a fpecies  of  learning,  which, 

however 
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however  excellent  in  many  refpedts,  certainly 
has  not  a reafonable  claim  to  the  difiin- 
guilhed  privileges,  which  it  enjoys  at  pre- 
fent  in  this  feat  of  literature  ; inafmuch  as  it 
neither  prepares  our  ftudents  for  a creditable 
entrance  upon  thofe  particular  profeffions, 
to  which  the  higheft  honours  and  emolu- 
ments are  annexed  in  civil  life  ; nor  tends 
immediately  to  fit  them  for  a general  com- 
merce with  the  world. 

Let  us,  for  infiance,  inquire  what  field 
is  allowed  for  its  exertion,  in  the  cafe  of 
candidates  for  the  firfi  degree  in  arts. 

The  folicitude,  previous  to  an  examina- 
tion for  the  bachelor’s  degree,  and  the  joy, 
confequent  upon  palling  through  it  with 
fuccefs,  evidently  demonftrate,  that  an  un- 
common ardour  of  emulation  adluates  the 
breaft  of  each  afpirant  to  thofe  honourable 
diftindtions,  which  the  univerfity  then  be- 
llows upon  her  moft  approved  fons. 

But,  even  in  this  cafe,  the  objedt  of  pur- 
fuit  is  removed  at  too  great  a diftance  from 
the  time  of  admifiion,  for  the  emulative  prin- 
ciple to  adt  uniformly. 

Experience  fhews,  that  the  mofi  dange- 
rous 


( 2 67  ) 

rous  temptations  await  the  youth  at  his  firft 
entrance  upon  , academical  life.  And  com- 
mon fenfe  feems  to  dictate,  that  at  this  time 
we  Should,  with  peculiar  care,  endeavour  to 
confirm  the  habits  of  application,  gained  in 
each  inferior  feminary,  by  a more  extenfive 
exercife  of  the  emulative  affedions,  and 
trials  of  a more  important  kind.  Yet, 
Strange  as  it  muff  appear  to  every  perfon, 
who  affords  the  matter  a moment’s  con fi de- 
ration, no  evidence  is  required  of  the  Stu- 
dent’s  proficiency  in  the  courfe  prefcribed  by 
the  cuStom  of  the  univerfity,  until  the  time 
of  his  appearance  as  a difputant  in  the  pub- 
lic fchools. 

Hence,  the  firSt  years  of  refidence  are  too 
generally  fpent  in  indolence,  or  extrava- 
gance ; the  laid  in  an  obftinate  courfe  of  la- 
bours, which  enfeeble  the  mental  powers  of 
the  Student,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  have 
not  unfrequently  been  known  to  be  destruc- 
tive to  his  health. 

From  hence  alfo  we  may  account  for  the 
Slender  improvements,  made  in  each  branch 
of  fcience  by  thofe  numerous  Students,  who, 
for  various  reafons,  do  not  find  it  expedient 

to 
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to  continue  their  refidence  among  us  till  the 
ufual  time  of  commencing  bachelors  of 
arts. 

As  no  proper  purfuits  are,  in  this  cafe, 
propofed  to  youthful  emulation,  the  active 
imagination  is  unavoidably  led  to  employ  it- 
felf  in  the  fearch  of  lefs  worthy  gratifications  ,* 
and  hence  that  ardour  of  excelling,  which 
in  the  penfioner  exerts  itfelf  in  the  invefti- 
gation  of  philofophic  truth,  difpofes  the 
fellow-commoner  to  aim  at  diftinguifhing 
himfelf  in  every  falhionable  mode  of  difii- 
pation.  This  is  an  evil  the  more  to  be  la- 
mented, as  the  fuperiority  of  fortune,  in 
that  order  of  our  ftudents,  would  render 
their  literary  attainments  more  extenfively 
beneficial  to  their  country.  And,  indeed, 
it  is  often  among  themfelves  confidered  as  a 
matter  of  complaint,  that,  by  the  prefent 
conflitution  of  the  univerfity,  they  are  in  a 
manner  excluded  from  all  opportunity  of 
difplaying  their  talents  in  common  with 
their  aflociates  ; talents,  which,  improved 
by  culture  in  the  feat  of  the  mufes,  might 
hereafter  render  them  eminently  uieful  in 
the  more  important  fcenes  of  focial  life. 

Nor 
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Nor  is  the  partiality,  afforded  to  one  par- 
ticular branch  of  ftudy  by  the  cuftom  of  the 
univerfity,  lefs  reprehenfible ; whether  we 
confider  academical  education  as  initiatory 
into  the  fludies  of  any  particular  profefiion, 
or  as  preparatory  to  a more  enlarged  inter- 
courfe  with  mankind. 

I am  duly  fenfible  of  the  many  good  con- 
fequences,  which  are  derived  from  a mo- 
derate attention  to  the  prevailing  fludies  of 
this  place : they  give  flrength  and  folidity 
to  the  judgment,  and  call  forth  thofe  in- 
ventive powers,  which,  in  after  life,  may 
be  fuccefsfully  applied  to  the  invefligation. 
of  elegant  and  ufeful  problems  in  every  valu- 
able art.  The  knowledge  of  nature,  and 
of  her  laws,  is,  in  a peculiar  manner,  fuited 
to  the  ever  inquifitive  mind  of  man  ; and, 
by  the  variety  and  extenfive  magnificence  of 
the  views  which  it  affords  us,  tends  to  the 
abolition  of  thofe  narrow  prejudices,  and  con- 
fined principles,  which,  at  the  fame  time 
that  they  forbid  us  to  elevate  our  thoughts 
to  the  good  of  nations,  and  of  late  pofierity, 
very  powerfully  obftrud  the  progrefs  of  our 

under- 
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underdandings  to  that  perfection,  for  which 
they  were  originally  defigned. 

Yet  furely  the  dudy  of  the  mathematics, 
and  of  nature’s  operations,  fhould  not  in- 
tirely  engrofs  the  youthful  mind.*  Inquiry 
into  metaphylical  and  moral  truth,  is  ac- 
companied with  numerous  advantages  ; and 
tends  to  produce  thofe  fruits  in  public  and 
in  private  life,  to  which  we  affign  the  names 
of  the  mod  honourable  virtues  that  can  dig- 
nify or  ornament  our  kind. 

It  is  to  the  finished  compodtions  of  Greece 
and  Rome,  that  the  dudent  mud  direCt  his 
view,  if  he  widies  to  excel  in  jud  fentiment, 
and  expredive  diClion ; yet,  excepting  the 
encouragements  given  by  the  chancellor, 

and 


* The  late  inftitution  of  Dr.  Smith,  were  every  other 
incentive  to  be  withdrawn,  would  fupply  fufficient  in- 
ducements to  the  ftudy  of  the  more  recondite  parts  of 
mathematics  and  philofophy.  However,  it  is  no  part 
of  the  author’s  defign,  to  difcourage  general  improve- 
ment in  thefe  branches  of  found  and  ufeful  learning; 
but  rather,  by  propofing  them  as  the  objects  of  an  earlier 
attention,  to  render  their  principles  more  accurately 
underftood,  and,  confequently,  the  ftudies  themfelves 
more  extenfively  ufeful  to  his  countrymen. 
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and  univerfity  members,  claflical  merit  is 
altogether  difregarded.  * * 

The  ftudy  of  hiftory  alfo,  that  pleaflng 
monitor,  which,  as  it  inftrudts  us  in  the 

errors 

• 

* It  hath  been  objected,  that  the  expreflion,  made 
ufe  of  in  this  place,  is  ftronger  than  the  real  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe  will  warrant ; and  that  the  Craven 
fcholarfhips,  together  with  the  praemiums  given  in  fome 
private  focieties,  afford  a fufficient  encouragement  to 
the  youth,  who  are  ambitious  of  being  diftinguifhed  by 
the  luftre  of  their  claflical  attainments.  But  it  is  re- 
quefted,  that  the  gentlemen,  who  think  that  there  is 
any  weight  in  thefe  obfervations,  would  reflect,  that 
the  faid  fcholarfhips  are  only  two  in  number ; that  the 
fame  perfons  may  enjoy  them  for  the  term  of  fourteen 
years  ; and,  therefore,  on  account  of  the  unfrequency 
of  the  ele&ion,  that  they  cannot  poffibly  be  confidered 
as  forming  any  very  powerful  incentive  to  youthful 
emulation.  However,  as  it  mull:  be  allowed,  that 
from  the  time  of  their  inftitution,  they  have  been  in- 
variably the  rewards  of  claflical  merit,  I will  freely  ac- 
knowledge that  they  ought  to  have  been  mentioned 
among  its  encouragements.  “ Valeant,  quantum  valere 
polfunt.” 

With  refpeft  to  the  encouragements  in  private  col- 
leges, they  are  altogether  out  of  the  queftion.  The  in- 
tent of  the  prefent  publication  is  to  fhew  the  expediency, 
and  even  the  neceflity,  of  introducing  a more  perfect  mode 
of  education  into  the  univerfity  at  large ; to  point  out 
the  advantages  of  diffufing  the  fpirit  of  emulation 

among 


( ) 

errors  of  the  part,  affords  us  the  mofl  im- 
portant documents  for  the  conduit  of  fuc- 
ceeding  ages,  is  not  fufficiently  encouraged. 
The  ftudy  of  elocution,  that  graceful,  man- 
ly, accomplifhment,  which  is  fo  neceffary 
to  complete  the  character  of  the  lawyer,  the 
fenator,  and  the  divine,  is  utterly  negleited. 
And,  to  fum  up  the  matter  of  complaint  in 

few 

among  all  orders  of  our  youth  ; and  to  recommend  each 
branch  of  ufeful  fcience,  each  valuable  art,  each  divifion 
of  politer  literature,  as  the  objects  of  their  animated 
purfuit.  In  the  profecution  of  my  purpofe,  it  would 
have  been  impertinent  to  have  taken  notice  of  thofe  par- 
tial inftitutions,  which  have  been  adopted  by  fome  par- 
ticular communities,  with  a view  of  obviating  the  funda- 
mental imperfections  in  our  academical  courfe  ; as  the 
natural  efFeCts  of  fuch  fchemes  of  improvement  mult 
always  be  counteracted,  and,  in  molt  inftances,  intirely 
overborn,  by  the  far  fuperior  influence  of  thofe  honorary 
diftinCtions,  which  the  univerfity  hojds  forth  as  incen- 
tives to  philofophical  inquiry. 

I am  heartily  difpofedto  allow  to  every  effort  towards 
reformation,  its  proper  portion  of  praife.  And  it  is 
with  pleafure  I acknowledge,  that  the  ardour,  with 
which  the  worthy  tutors  of  Trinity,  St.  John’s, 
Queen’s,  Caius,  and  Chrift’s  colleges,  have  endeavoured 
to  introduce  the  ftudy  of  the  greek  Teftament  into 
their  refpedive  focieties,  entitles  them  to  the  thanks 
of  each  confcientious  parent,  and  the  applaufe  of  every 
liberal  mind. 
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few  words,  almoft  every  valuable  attainment 
is  defrauded  of  its  proper  portion  of  praile ; 
while  thofe  honorary  diifindtions,  which 
ought  to  be  the  rewards  of  fuccefsful  la- 
bours in  every  branch  of  ufeful  literature, 
and  which,  if  judicioufly  diftributed,  would 
fix  the  fervent  attention  of  youth  to  each 
important  objedt  of  purfuit,  are,  at  prefen t, 
difpenfed,  with  a culpable  partiality,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  proficients  in  one  particular  di- 
vifion  of  the  fciences.  The  conferences 
are  fuch,  as  might  naturally  be  expedted  to 
take  place  : the  academic  changes  the  feat 
of  his  refidence  for  fcenes,  which  demand 
accomplifhments  of  a different  nature  from 
thofe,  to  which  glory  and  profit  are  annexed 
within  the  walls  of  Cambridge  his  acqui- 
fitions  appear  unimportant  in  the  eyes  of  his 
fellow-citizens ; and  he,  therefore,  either  re- 
figns  himfelf  to  defpondency,  or  feeks  for 
happinefs  in  the  gratifications  of  a difiipated 
life. 

It  may  poflibly  be  anfwered,  that  the 
ftudies,  which  I now  recommend,  are  al- 
ready attended  to  in  public,  and  in  private 
ledtures.  I acknowledge  it  with  pleafure. 
And,  were  I difpofed  to  fpeak  difrefpedtfully 

n.  t of 
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of  the  labours  of  the  many  worthy  and  in* 
genious  gentlemen,  who  now  adorn  this 
place,  the  public  and  undeniable  evidences 
they  have  afforded  of  affiduity,  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  refpedive  fundions,  would 
efficiently  refute  my  calumny.  The  cir- 
cumftances,  which  attended  the  recent  in- 
flitution  of  a courfe  of  lectures  upon  mo- 
dern hiftory,  reflect  honour  upon  the  prefent 
profeffor  :*  and,.  if  we  may  be  allowed  to 
conjedure  of  the  manner  of  the  execution, 
from  the  animated  expreffions  of  approbation 
in  the  audience,  we  may  venture  to  predid, 
that  very  beneficial  confequences  will  here- 
after be  derived  to  the  community,  from  an 
eftablifhment,  which  is  wifely  calculated  to 
animate  each  noble  and  ingenious  pupil,  to 
a vigorous  difplay  of  every  ufeful  talent, 
upon  the  extenhve  theatre  of  public  life. 
With  relped  to  other  cafes,  wherein  I may 
be  allowed  to  commend  with  lefs  appearance 
of  preemption,  I can  truly  fay,  that  I have 
the  honour  of  being  acquainted  with  feveral 
gentlemen,  who  difcharge  with  credit,  each 

part  of  their  important  truft.  But  fome- 

thing 

[ * John  Symonds,  LL.D.  profeflor  of  modern  his- 
tory in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge.  ] 
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thing  more  than  the  capacity  and  fidelity  of 
the  tutor  is  generally  required  in  order  to 
the  improvement  of  the  pupil  : and  that 
fomething,  the  inexhauftible  fund  of  ho- 
nour would  effectually  fupply. 

It  may  alfo  be  urged,  that  there  is  no  ne- 
ceffity  for  engaging  the  univerfity  in  any 
fcheme  of  alteration,  as  the  plan,  purfued 
by  the  matter  of  St.  John’s  college,  may  be 
adopted  in  every  other  fociety.  Mod  highly 
do  I refpeCt  Dr.  Powell’s  character,  with 
regard  to  his  conduCt  in  that  department, 
which  he  fills  with  fo  much  honour  to  himfelf, 
and  advantage  to  the  public  ; but  his  method 
cannot  conveniently  be  admitted  into  fmaller 
focieties : and,  even  within  his  own,  it  has 
been  obferved,  that  the  emulation  of  youth, 
for  want  of  a wider  range,  too  often  pro- 
duces paffions  of  a more  malignant  kind.* 

T 2 ' ’ To 

* 

* It  gives  me  pain  to  hear,  that  fome  exprefKons  in 
this  paragraph,  in  which  I meant  to  pay  a proper  com- 
pliment to  Dr.  Powell,  on  account  of  his  affiduity  in 
the  difcharge  of  his  funCtion,  as  head  of  an  houfe,  have 
been  underflood  in  a fenfe  very  different  from  what  I 
intended.  The  doctor  hath  confefTedly  effected  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  examinations  within  the  walls  of  his  own 

college  j 
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To  exhibit  the  form  of  an  inflatufioif, 
which,  according  to  'the  enlarged  and  ele- 
vated conception  of  Milton,  is  calculated 
“ to  lit  a man  to  perform  ju Illy,  ikilfully, 
and  magnanimoully,  all  the  offices,  both 
private  and  public,  of  peace  and  war,”  ex- 
ceeds the  limits  of  my  defign.  And  perhaps 
the  difficulties,  attending  the  eflabliffiment 
of  fuch  a fyftem,  were  even  a Bacon  to 
propofe  one,  would  be  really  unfurmount- 
able. 

When  circumftances,  however,  feem  to 
render  it  neceffary  to  attempt  an  emendation, 
it  is  not  creditable  to  decline  all  efforts  to 
effedt  it,  becaufe  the  attainment  of  per- 
fection is  placed  beyond  our  power.  A re- 
formation 

college;  and  the  fact  was  mentioned  by  me  to  his  praife. 
If  an  inftitution,  highly  beneficial  in  the  main,  has  been 
attended  with  one  bad  confequence,  which  no  art,  or 
forefight,  could  prevent,  fuch  failure  is  to  be  confidered 
as  his  misfortune,  not  his  fault;  andlhould  incline  him 
cordially  to  co-operate  in  fupport  of  a propofal,  not  li- 
able to  fuch  an  inconvenience;  a propofal,  which,  if 
carried  into  execution,  would  probably  be  the  fource  of 
numerous  advantages  to  every  other  fociety,  at  the  fame 
time,  that,  from  his  compliance,  no  fubftantial  injury, 
but  rather  an  increafe  of  honour,  would  be  derived  to 
his  own; 
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formation  of  the  moll  material  errors  in  our 
pradice,  may  prepare  the  way  for  more  de- 
iirable  improvements.  And,  as  it  is  in- 
cumbent upon  every  citizen  to  contribute 
whatever  may  lie  in  his  power  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  public  welfare,  I have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  propofe  the  following 
meafures  to  the  confideration  of  thofe  per- 
fons,  in  whom,  according  to  my  idea,  the 
power  of  altering  and  improving  our  acade- 
mical inftitutions  is  veiled ; and,  I trull, 
they  are  fuch  as  will,  upon  due  examina- 
tion, appear  to  be  both  practicable  and  ex- 
pedient. 

I.  Let  an  examination  of  all  the  under- 
graduates, ranged  according  to  their  Hand- 
ing in  the  univerfity,  be  annually  held  in 
the  fenate-houfe,  in  the  May  term,  a little 
before  the  time  of  its  divilion. 

II.  Let  the  fubjeCt- matter  of  this  exami- 
nation be  the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations, 
chronology,  hillory,  daffies,  mathematics, 
metaphyfics,  and  philofophy  natural  and 
moral ; and  let  no  perfon  in  “ Hatu  pupil- 
lari”  be  permitted  to  plead  his  order,  as  an 
exemption  from  attending  it, 

T 3 
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III.  Let  the  claffic  authors,  and  portions 
of  hiftory,  which  (hall  appear  moft  deferving 
of  academical  attention,  be  previoufly  fettled 
by  thofe  perfons,  whom  the  univerfity  (hall 
delegate  for  this  purpofe ; and  publicly  given 
out  each  year,  as  the  courfe  prefcribed  for 
examination  in  the  year  which  follows  ; and 
let  honorary  rewards  be  difpenfed  to  thofe 
ftudents,  who  fhall  diftinguifh  themfelves  in 
each  divifion. 

IV.  Let  the  particular  portions  of  ma- 
thematics and  natural  philofophy,  which  are 
intended  to  be  the  fubjedt  of  each  examina- 
tion, be  limited  with  precifion  ; with  a view 
of  reducing,  within  due  bounds,  the  appli- 
cation to  a ftudy,  which,  however  ufeful, 
has  of  late  engrofied  too  much  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  ftudent. 

V.  In  order  the  more  powerfully  to  invite 
our  academical  youth  to  aim  at  excelling  in 
latin  or  englifh  compofition,  let  the  donation 
of  books  of  the  mod;  elegant  editions,  in 
which  are  inferted  engraved  imprefiions  of 
the  arms  of  the  univerlity,  and  infcriptions 
fuitable  to  the  occafion,  be  fuper- added  to 
thofe  merely  honorary  diftindlions,  which 

the 
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the  univerfity  ihall  propofe  as  inducements 
to  literary  improvement. ' 

VI.  Let  not  the  members  of  that  royal 
foundation,  which  has  always  been  confpi- 
cuoufly  eminent  with  refpedt  to  claffical 
merit,  any  longer  be  deprived  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  diftinguilhing  th^mfelyes  by  the 
difplay  of  every  valuable  attainment. 

VII.  And,  in  the  examination,  preceding 
that  for  the  degree  of  bachelor  in  arts,  let 
not  improvements  in  facred  literature  remain 
without  their  {hare  of  praife.* 

T 4 It 

* The  importance  of  the  fubjedb  requires,  that  I 
fhould  explain  myfelf  upon  this  point  more  particu- 
larly. 

It  formerly  was  the  cuftom  for  the  tutors,  in  every 
college  in  the  univerfity,  tq  give,  weekly,  theological 
leisures  to  the  ftudents  under  their  care.  Through  what 
means,  or  for  what  reafons,  this  laudable  practice  came 
to  be  difcontinued  at  many  of  the  colleges,  I have  never 
been  able  to  difcover.  It  is  a fa£t,  that  although  the 
reafonablenefs  of  the  meafure,  and  the  circumftances  of 
the  times,  call  aloud  for  its  revival,  it  does  not  at  prefent 
univerfally  prevail. 

Thefe  lectures,  I am  informed,  were  attended  by  all 
the  refident  ftudents  without  any  exception.  They  cer- 
tainly conduced  to  keep  alive,  in  the  breafts  of  youth, 
that  fenfe  of  religion,  which  had  been  inftilled  in  the 

earlier 
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It  is  not  intended  that  this  courfe  fhould, 
in  any  refped,  interfere  with  the  hat u table 

exercifes 

earlier  feafons  of  inftrucftion  ; and  which,  it  may  be 
prefumed,  formed  their  beft  fecurity,  againft  the  nume- 
rous temptations  they  were  expofed  to  in  academic  life. 

But,  as,  at  this  inexperienced  age,  the  judgment  is 
not  fufficiently  matured  to  enter  upon  the  difcuffion  of 
points  of  religious  controverfy,  it  may  not  be  advifable 
to  require  any  great  degree  of  proficiency  in  facred  li- 
terature, at  thefe  times  of  public  trial. 

If  the  candidate  appears  to  be  tolerably  well  verfed  in 
the  four  gofpels,  according  to  the  original,  and  can  pafs 
an  examination  in  Grotius  deVeritate  religionis  chrif- 
tianae,  he  might  be  efteemed  fufficiently  inftituted  in 
theological  ftudies  for  his  firft  degree. 

But,  as  many  ftudents  in  our  univerfities  are  fent 
thither,  in  order  to  be  properly  qualified  for  the  mini- 
fterial  functions,  it  may  be  urged,  that  there  is  a necef- 
fity,  in  their  cafe,  for  a greater  degree  of  application, 
and  an  attendance  upon  a more  formal  inftitution. 

It  will  be  readily  acknowledged,  that  a continual 
courfe  of  daily  leftures  in  theology,  for  the  term  of 
two  months  complete,  will  fcarcely  be  fufficient  for  this 
purpofe. 

And,  therefore,  as  the  mod  fuitable  feafon  for  fuch 
inftruiftion  appears  to  be  that,  which  is  immediately 
fubfequent  to  the  bachelor’s  commencement,  it  is  much 
to  be  lamented,  that  fome  provifion  is  not  made  for  fuch 
an  inftitution ; and  fuch  encouragements  piopofed,  as 
may  be  an  inducement  with  our  ftudents  to  prolong 
their  rcfidence  at  college,  for  the  purpofe  of  improve- 
ment in  a fcicnce,  of  the  bigheft  concernment  to  the 
public  and  themfeives. 
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exercifes  of  the  univerfity:  nor  that  it  fhould 
fuperfede,  but  rather  be  preparatory  to,  the 
more  important  examination  for  the  bache- 
lor’s degree. 

It  is  propofed,  that  the  firffc  annual  exa- 
mination fhould  take  place  in  the  May  term 
1774:  but  that  it  fhould  comprehend  only 
thofe  gentlemen,  who  fhall  be  admitted  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year.  How- 
ever, if  it  fhould  even  be  thought  expedient 
to  call  the  emulation  of  youth,  now  refident 
in  the  univerfity,  to  thofe  manly  purfuits, 
which  tend  to  prepare  them  for  an  honour- 
able difplay  of  their  talents  in  each  adtive 
fcene;  there  is  every  reafon  tofuppofe,  that 
their  native  candour,  and  ingenuous  man- 
ners, would  induce  them  cheerfully  to  con- 
cur with  the  endeavours  of  their  fuperiors, 
in  effecting  fo  defirable  an  end. 

I might  further  obferve,  in  favour  of  fuch 
a fcheme  as  I have  now  recommended,  that 
it  would  afford  inducements  to  gentlemen  of 
longer  handing,  to  devote  themfelves,  with 
increafing  application,  to  fuch  parts  of  lite- 
rature, as  may  be  eminently  beneficial  to 
them  in  their  profeflion  as  divines.  But  I 
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referve  what  I have  further  to  urge  upon  this 
fubjedf-,  until  I am  made  acquainted  with  the 
objections,  that  may  be  advanced  againft  the 
propofed  eftabiifhment.  In  the  mean  time, 
I will,  with  pleafure,  comm|inicate  with 
any  academical  gentleman,  upon  the  proper 
meafures  to  be  purfued,  in  order  to  the  in- 
llitution  of  ANNUAL  EXAMINATIONS;  and 
I fhall  think  myfelf  happy,  if  thefe  obfer- 
vations  upon  the  defects  in  our  prefent 
courfe  of  education,  fhall  fuggeft  any  ufeful 
hints  to  thofe,  who  may  have  more  influ- 
ence than  myfelf  in  promoting  a reform. 


APPENDIX. 

I f it  fhould  appear  expedient  to  the  fe- 
nate  to  pafs  a grace,  for  the  eftabiifhment  of 
annual  examinations,  it  is  propofed,  that  all 
ftudents  of  the  prefent  year  fhould  attend. 

The  firft:  examination  in  May  1774; 

The  fecond  examination  in  May  1775 ; 

The  third  examination  in  May  1 776 ; 

The 
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The  fourth  examination,  for  the  degree 
of  bachelor  in  arts,  in  January  1777* 

Asa  mode  of  procedure,  fimilar  to  one 
already  eflablifhed,  may  appear  more  feafible, 
than  one  conflrudted  upon  a plan  intirely 
new,  it  may  be  advifable  to  render  the 
procefs,  as  near  as  poffible,  conformable  to 
the  examination*  at  the  time  of  the  bache- 
lor’s degree. 

And,  therefore,  it  is  propofed, 

I.  That  fix  public  examiners  be  annually 
appointed  * by  the  univerfity,  with  power 
finally  to  determine  concerning  the  honorary 
rewards,  in  thofe  divisions  of  the  fludents, 
which  fhall  be  configned  to  their  manage- 
ment. 

II.  That  the  fludents  of  the  three  years 
be  ranged  in  three  diflindt  divifions,  in  the 
fenate-houfe. 

III.  That  the  examiners,  feated  at  fepa- 
rate  tables  in  the  public  library,  examine 
the  fludents  of  the  refpedtive  years.,  in  divi- 
fions 

* As,  according  to  this  fchemc,  the  examination  of 
1 774  will  only  comprehend  the  fludents  of  a Angle  year, 
no  more  than  two  examiners  muft  be  appointed  for  that 
year ; four  for  the  next ; and  the  full  complement  of  fix, 
in  each  fucceeding  year. 
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fions  of  fix,  eight,  or  ten,  according  to  the 
method  pradlifed  in  the  queftionifts’  exami- 
nation. 

IV.  That  all  regents  and  non-regents, 
whether  dodtors  or  mailers,  be  permitted  to 
fend  for  fingle  fiudents,  (when  not  actually 
engaged  with  the  public  examiners,)  and  to 
examine  them  in  the  prefcribed  courfe  of  the 
year,  either  in  the  fenate-houfe  or  public 
library,  as  they  fhall  judge  convenient. 

V.  That  the  examination  laft  three  days; 
and  that  the  time  of  attendance  of  the  flu- 
dents  in  the  fenate-houfe  be  from  nine  till 
twelve  in  the  forenoon,  and  from  three  to 
fix  in  the  afternoon. 


It  has  been  hinted  to  the  author  by 
iome  perfons,  whofe  judgment  he  reveres, 
that  a fihort  account  of  our  academical  exer- 
cifes,  tog-ether  with  a delineation  of  our 
procefs  in  that  examination,  which  is  pro- 
pofed  as  the  model  of  the  projedled  efta- 
blifhment,  would  probably  be  acceptable  to 

many. 
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many,  who  are  unacquainted  with  our  p-re- 
fent  forms.  In  compliance,  therefore,  with 
their  fuggeftions,  he  fubjoins  the  following 
reprefentation  of  that  part  of  our  literary 
difcipline,  which  is  preparatory  to  the  con- 
ferring of  the  firft  degree  in  arts. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary, one  of  the  prodor’s  fervants  goes 
round  to  every  college  in  the  univerlity, 
(Trinity-hall  and  King’s  college  excepted) 
and  requires  a lift  of  the  ftudents,  who,  in 
the  fubfequent  January,  intend  to  offer 
themfelves  as  candidates  for  the  bachelor’s 
degree. 

The  names  of  the  ftudents,  being  thus 
colleded,  are  delivered  to  one  of  the  two 
moderators,  who  tranfcribes  them  into  a 
book,  for  purpofes,  which  will  be  prefently 
explained. 

Thefe  moderators  are  annually  chofen 
upon  the  tenth^of  Odober.  Their  proper 
office  is  to  preffde,  alternately,  at  the  pub- 
lic exercifes  of  the  ftudents;  and  to  examine 
them,  at  the  time  of  their  offering  them- 
felves for  their  degree. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  public  exercifes  are  held  in  the  af- 
ternoon, for  five  days  in  the  week  during 
term  time ; the  moderator  appearing  a little 
before  two,  and  frequently  continuing  in 
the  fchools  till  the  clock  firikes  four. 

Upon  the  firft  Monday  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  January  term,  the  mode- 
rator, whofe  turn  it  is  to  prefide,  gives  writ- 
ten notice  to  one  of  the  ftudents  in  his  lift, 
that  it  is  his  pleafure  he  fhould  appear  in 
the  fchools,  as  a difputant,  on  that  day 
fortnight. 

This  perfon,  who  is  now  called  the  “ re- 
spondent,” in  a few  ho.urs  after  he  has  re- 
ceived the  Summons,  waits  upon  the  mode- 
rator with  three  propositions  or  queftions ; 
the  truth  of  which  he  is  to  maintain  againfl 
the  objections  of  any  three  fiudents  of  the 
fame  year,  whom  the  moderator  fhall  think 
proper  to  nominate,  and  who  on  this  occa- 
fion  are  called  “ opponents.” 

The  queftions,  propofed  by  the  refpon- 
dent,  are  written  upon  four  Separate  papers, 
according  to  a form,  of  which  the  following 
is  a Specimen : 


S.  “ Planets 


( 287  ) 


CLS. 

£<  Planetse  primarii  retinentur  in  orbitis 
fuis  vi  gravitatis,  et  mota  proje&ili. 

Iridis  primariae  et  fecundarise  pheno- 
mena folvi  poffunt  ex  principiis  opticis. 

“ Non  licet  magiftratui  civem  morti  tra- 
dere  nifi  ob  crimen  homicidii. 

“ Refp.  Jan.  io™0-” 

At  the  bottom  of  three  of  thefe  papers, 
the  moderator  writes  the  name  of  a ftudent, 
whom  he  thinks  capable  of  oppoling  the 
quefrions  of  the  refpondent,  with  the  words, 
“ Opponentium  primus,  fecundus,  or  ter- 
tius,”  denoting  the  order,  in  which  the  op- 
ponents are  to  appear. 

One  of  thefe  papers  is  fent  to  each  op- 
ponent and  from  that  which  remains,  the 
moderator,  at  his  leifure,  tranfcribes  the 
queftions,  together  with  the  names  of  the 
refpondent  and  opponents  into  his  book. 

When  one  moderator  has  thus  given  out 
the  exercife  for  a week,  he  fends  the  book 
to  the  other,  who  proceeds  according  to  the 

fame 
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fame  method,  and  then  returns  the  book  to 
his  colleague. 

The  fortnight  for  preparation  being  ex- 
pired, the  refpondent  appears  in  the  fchools : 
he  afcends  the  roftrum,  and  reads  a latin 
diflertation,  (called  with  us  a “thefts”)  upon 
any  one  of  the  three  queftions  he  thinks 
proper ; the  moderator  attending  in  his 
place. 

As  loon  as  the  refpondent  has  finilhed  his 
thefts,  which  generally  takes  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes  in  the  reading,  the  moderator  calls 
upon  the  firft  opponent  to  appear.  He  im- 
mediately afcends  a roftrum  oppofite  to  the 
refpondent,  and  propofes  his  “ arguments” 
again  ft:  the  queftions  in  fyllogiftical  form. 

Eight  arguments,  each  confiding  of  three 
or  four  fyllogifms,  are  brought  up  by  the 
firft  opponent,  five  by  the  fecond,  and  three 
by  the  third. 

When  the  exercife  has  for  fome  time  been 
carried  on  according  to  the  ftritft  rules  of 
logic,  the  difputation  infenfibly  Hides  into 
free  and  unconfined  debate  : the  moderator, 
in  the  mean  time,  explaining  the  argument 
of  the  opponent,  when  necelfary  reftrain- 
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ing  both  parties  from  wandering  from  the 
fubjeft ; and  frequently  adding,  at  the  clofe 
of  each  argument,  his  own  determination 
upon  the  point  in  difpute. 

Thefe  exercifes  are  improving ; are  gene- 
rally well  attended  ,•  and,  confequently,  are 
often  performed  With  great  fpirit.  But 
many  perfons  of  good  judgment,  obferving, 
with  pain,  the'  unclaffical  latin,  generally 
uttered  by  the  ftudeht  upon  thefe  occalions, 
have  maintained,  that  the  knowledge  of  that 
language  is  not  promoted  by  the  prefent 
method  of  deputation ; and  have  delivered 
it  as  their  opinion,  that  thefe  exercifes  fhould 
be  held  in  eriglifh,  in  order  to  their  abfo- 
lute  perfection. 

The  three  opponents,  having,  in  their 
turns,  exhauhed  their  whole  flock  of  argu- 
ments, are  difmiffed  by* the  moderator  in 
their  order.  With  fuch  a compliment,  as  in 
his  eftimation  they  deferve  : and  the  exercife 
clofes  with  the  difmiffion  of  the  refpondent 
irt  a fimilar  manner* 

The  moderator,  upon  his  return  to  his 
chambers,  records  the  merits  of  the  difpu- 
Ih  U tants 
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tants  by  marks,  fet  oppofite  to  their  refpec- 
tive  names. 

This  exercife,  with  the  preparations  for  the 
fubfequent  examination  in  January,  appears 
to  be  fufficient  employment  for  the  laft  year. 
And  the  apprehenfion  of  it  is  fo  alarming, 
that  the  ftudent,  after  two  years  and  a quar- 
ter’s ref  dence,  during  which  time  no  proof 
whatever  of  his  proficiency  is  required,  fre- 
quently feeks  to  avoid  the  difficulty  or  dif- 
grace,  by  commencing  fellow- commoner, 
or,  by  declaring  his  intention  of  proceeding 
in  civil  law. 

Thefe  exercifes  being  duly  performed,  the 
vice-chancellor  appoints  three  days,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  January  term,  for  the  ex- 
amination of  the  **  queftionifts  ■:*’  this  being 
the  appellation  of  the  ftudents,  during  the 
laft  fix  weeks  of  their  preparation. 

The  moderators,  fome  days  before  the 
arrival  of  the  time  prefcribed  by  the  vice- 
chancellor,  meet  for  the  purpofe  of  forming 
the  ftudents  into  divifions  of  fix,  eight,  or 
ten,  according  to  their  performance  in  the 
fchools,  with  a view  to  the  enfuing  exami- 
nation. 
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Upon  the  firft  of  the  appointed  days,  at 
eight  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  ftudents 
enter  the  fenate-houfe,  preceded  by  a matter 
of  arts  from  each  college,  who,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  is  called  the  “ father”  of  the  college 
to  which  he  belongs. 

After  the  proeftors  have  called  over  the  ' 
names,  each  of  the  moderators  fends  for  a 
divifion  of  the  ftudents  : they  fit  with  him 
round  a table,  with  pens,  ink,  and  paper, 
before  them  : he  enters  upon  his  talk  of  ex- 
amination, and  does  not  difmifs  the  fet  till 
the  hour  is  expired.  This  examination  has 
now  for  fome  years  been  held  in  the  englifh 
language. 

The  examination  is  varied  according  to 
the  abilities  of  the  ftudents.  The  mode- 
rator generally  begins  with  propofmg  fome 
queftions  from  the  fix  books  of  Euclid, 
plain  trigonometry,  and  the  firft  rules  of 
algebra.  If  any  perfon  fails  in  an  anfwer, 
the  queftion  goes  to  the  next.  From  the 
elements  of  mathematics,  a tranfttion  is 
made  to  the  four  branches  of  philofophv, 
viz.  mechanics,  hydrottatics,  apparent  aftro- 
nomy,  and  optics,  as  explained  in  the  works 
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of  Maclaurin,  Cotes,  Helfham,  Hamilton, 
Rutherforth,  Keill,  Long,  Fergufon,  and 
Smith.  If  the  moderator  finds  the  fet  of 
queftionifts,  under  examination,  capable  of 
anfwering  him,  he  proceeds  to  the  eleventh, 
and  twelfth  books  of  Euclid,  conic  feclions, 
fpherical  trigonometry,  the  higher  parts  of 
algebra,  and  fir  Ifaac  Newton’s  Principia; 
more  particularly  thofe  fedtions,  which  treat 
of  the  motion  of  bodies  in  eccentric  and  re- 
volving orbits ; the  mutual  adtion  of  fpheres, 
compofed  of  particles  attracting  each  other 
according  to  various  laws ; the  theory  of 
pulfes,  propagated  through  elaftic  medi- 
ums ; and  the  ftupendous  fabric  of  the 
world.  Having  clofed  the  philofophicai 
examination,  he  fometimes  afks  a few  quef- 
tions  in  Locke’s  Efiay  on  the  human  un- 
demanding, Butler’s  Analogy,  or  Clarke’s 
Attributes.  But  as  the  highelf  academical 
diftindtions  are  invariably  given  to  the  beffc 
proficients  in  mathematics  and  natural  phi- 
lofophy,  a very  fuperficial  knowledge  in 
morality  and  metaphyfics  will  fuffice. 

When  the  divifion  under  examination  is 
one  of  the  higher  clafies,  problems  are  alio 
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proposed,,  with  which  the  fludent  retires  to 
a diftant  part  of  the  fenate-houfo,  and  re- 
turns, with  his  folution  upon  paper,  to  the 
moderator,  who,  at  his  ieifur.e,  compares  it 
with  the  folution s of  other  fludents,  to 
whom  the  fame  problems  have  been  pro- 

The  extraction  of  roots,  the  arithmetic 
of  furds,  the  invention  of  divifers,  the  re- 
folution  of  quadratic,  cubic,  and  biquadratic 
equations  ; together  with  the  doCtrine  of 
fluxions,  and  its  application  to  the  folution 
of  queftions  “ de  maximis  et  minimis,”  to  the 
finding  of  areas,  to  the  rectification  of  curves, 
the  invefligation  of  the  centers  of  gravity 
and  ofcillation,  and  to  the  circumftances  of 
bodies,  agitated,  according  to  various  laws, 
by  centripetal  forces,  as  unfolded,  and  ex- 
emplified, in  the  fluxional  treatifes  of  Lyons, 
Saunderfon,  Simpfon,  Emerfon,  Maclaurin, 
and  Newton,  generally  form  the  fubjeCt  mat- 
ter of  thefe  problems. 

When  the  clock  ftrikes  nine,  the  quef- 
tionifts  are  difmlfled  to  breakfaft : they  re- 
turn at  half  paft  nine,  and  flay  till  eleven ; 
they  go  in  again  at  half  paft  one,  and  flay 
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till  three ; and,  laftly,  they  return  at  half 
pad  three,  and  day  till  five. 

The  hours  of  attendance  are  the  fame  upon 
the  fubfequent  day. 

On  the  third  day  they  are  finally  difmified 
at  eleven.  . 

During  the  hours  of  attendance,  eveiy 
divifion  is  twice  examined  in  form,  once  by 
each  of  the  moderators,  who  are  engaged  for 
the  whole  time  in  this  employment. 

As  the  quedionids  are  examined  in  divi- 
fions  of  only  fix  or  eight  at  a time,  but  a 
fmall  portion  of  the  whole  number  is  en- 
gaged, at  any  particular  hour,  with  the  mo- 
derators } and,  therefore,  if  there  were  no 
further  examination,  much  time  would  re- 
main unemployed. 

But  the  moderator’s  inquiry  into  the  me- 
rits of  the  candidates  forms  the  lead:  mate- 
rial  part  of  the  examination. 

The  “ fathers”  of  the  refpebtive  colleges, 
zealous  for  the  credit  of  the  focieties,  of 
which  they  are  the  guardians,  are  ificeflantly 
employed  in  examining  thofe  ftudents,  who 
appear  mod  likely  to  conted  the  palm  of 
glory  with  their  fons. 
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This  part  of  the  procefs  is  as  follows  : 

The  father  of  a college  takes  the  fludent 
of  a different  college  afide,  and,  fometimes 
for  an  hour  and  an  half  together,  itridtly 
examines  him  in  every  part  of  mathematics 
and  philofophy,  which  he  profeffes  to  have 
read. 

After  he  hath,  from  this  examination, 
formed  an  accurate  idea  of  the  ftudent’s  abi- 
lities and  acquired  knowledge,  he  makes  a 
report  of  his  abfolute  or  comparative  merit 
to  the  moderators,  and  to  every  other  fa- 
ther who  fhall  afk  him  the  queftion. 

Befides  the  fathers,  all  matters  of  arts, 
and  doctors,  of  whatever  faculty  they  be, 
have  the  liberty  of  examining  whom  they 
pleafe;  and  they  alfo.  report  the  event  of 
each  trial,  to  evpry  perfon,  who  (hall  make 
the  inquiry. 

The  moderators  and  fathers  meet  at  break- 
faff,  and  at  dinner.  From  the  variety  of 
reports,  taken  in  connection  with  their 
own  examination,  the  former  are  enabled, 
about  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  day,  fo  far  to 
fettle  the  comparative  merits  of  the  candi- 
dates, as  to  agree  upon  the  names  of  four- 

^ 4 and*, 


( «96  ) 

and- twenty,  who  to  them  appear  mod  de^ 
ferving  qf  being,  diftinguifhed  by  marks  of 
academical  approbation. 

Thefe  four- and -twenty  are  recommended 
to  the  prodtors  for  their  private  examination! 
and,  if  approved  by  them,  and.no  reafon 
appears  againft  fuch  placing  of  them  from 
any  fubfequent  inquiry,  their  names  are  fet 
down  in  two  divifions,  according  to  that 
order,  in  which  they  defer ve  to  hand;  are 
afterwards  printed ; and  read  over  upon  a 
■folemn  day,  in  the  prefence  of  the  vice- 
chancellor,  and  of  the  aflembled  univerftty. 

The  names  pf  the  twelve,  who,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  examination,  appear  next  in 
defert,  are  alfo  printed,  and  are  read  over. 
In  the  prefence  of  the  vice-chancellor,  and 
of  the  aflembled  univerftty,  upon  a day  fub- 
fequent to  the  former.  ; 

Four  additional  names  are  generally  in- 
ferted  in  the  former  lift,  (which  is  called 
the  lift  of  the  wranglers,  and  fenion  optime’s,  } 
at  the  diferetion  of  the  vice-chancellor,  two 
proftors,  and  the  fenior  regent  > and  tin 
numbers  are  fometimes  varied,  from  a re- 
gard to  accidental  circum fiances.  In  the 

latter 
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latter  lift/  or  that  of  junior  optime’s,  the 
number  of  twelve  i.s  almoft  constantly  ad- 
hered to. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  no  ft u dent  can 
be  a candidate  for  the  medals,  annually  given 
by  the  chancellor,  for  the  encouragement  of 
elaftical  learning,  unlefs  his  name  appears  in 
the  former  of  thefe  lifts. 

The  Students,  who  appear  to  have  merited 
neither  praife  nor  cenfure,  pafs  unnoticed : 
while  thofe,  who  have  taken  no  pains  to 
prepare  themfelves  for  the  examination,  and 
have  appeared  with  difcredit  in  the  fchools, 
are  distinguished  by  particular  tokens  of  dis- 
grace. 

The  advantages,  attendant  upon  this  mode 
of  examination,  are  fo  obvious,  that  this  ac- 
count of  it  needs  no  comment.  It  is  only 
to  be  lamented,  that  merit  in  mathematics 
and  philofophy  Should  be  rewarded,  fo  much 
to  the  exclufton  of  every  other  kind  of  lite- 
rary improvement. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  add,  that  the 
fellow- commoners  (who  are  much  favoured 
with  refpedt  to  impositions,  confequent  upon 
non-attendance  at  chapel,  and  enjoy  many 

other 
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other  extraordinary  privileges)  are  releafed, 
for  what  reafon  I cannot  fay,  from  the  obli- 
gation of  appearing  as  difputants  in  the  pub- 
lic fchools : an  obligation,  to  which  can- 
didates of  the  inferior  orders  are  compelled 
to  fubmit.  However,  as  every  perfon,  about 
to  be  admitted  to  a degree,  takes  an  oath, 
that  he  has  performed  all  the  exercifes,  re- 
quired by  the  ftatutes  of  the  univerfity,  a 
mock  procefs  is  inftituted  to  fave  thofe,  who 
have  either  performed  no  exercife  at  all,  or 
have  not  performed  their  full  quota,  in  the 
regular  way,  from  the  guilt  of  being  for- 
fworn.  The  ftatute  directs,  that  every  can- 
didate for  the  degree  of  bachelor  in  arts, 
fhall,  at  the  time  of  his  offering  himfelf  for 
fuch  degree,  have  kept  two  a<fts  and  two 
opponencies.  All  thefe  the  fellow-com- 
moner generally  difpatches,  upon  the  day  of 
admiffion  to  his  degree,  in  the  fpace  of  ten 
minutes  reading  in  that  time  two  thefes, 
and  anfwering  fixteen  arguments  againft  fix 
queflions  j hearing  alfo  two  thefes,  and  pro- 
pofing,  at  the  leaft,  eight  arguments  againft 
fix  queifions  in  his  turn.  From  the  preci- 
pitation with  which  the  candidate  reads  his 
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tliefes,  anfwers  and  propofes  arguments,  the 
whole  of  this  ceremony  is  very  expreftively 
denominated,  “ huddling  for  a degree. 

Many  attempts  have,  from  time  to  time, 
been  made  by  the  moderators,  to  remove  the 
prefent  imperfections  in  our  courfe ; but  the 
event  hath  Ihewn,  that  the  evil  in  queftion 
can  be  remedied  only  by  the  exertion  of  a fu- 
perior  authority. 

In  the  college  of  Dublin,  of  which  I had 
the  honour  of  being  a member  for  near  two 
years,  quarterly  examinations  have  long 
been  eftablilhed ; and  the  uncontroverted 
fuccefs  of  the  inftitution  in  that  famous  fe- 

I 

minary,  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  an  additional 
inducement  with  every  friend  of  learning, 
to  exert  himfelf  with  vigour,  that,  if  poftible, 
an  inftitution  of  a fimilar  nature  may  be 
adopted  in  each  lifter  univerlity. 

It  is  with  pleafure  I acknowledge,  that 
the  emendation  propofed  in  thefe  pages, 
(which  I have  at  different  times,  in  the 
courfe  of  many  years,  moil  earneftly  recom- 
mended to  feveral  of  the  heads  of  houfes, 
and  tutors  in  the  univerlity,)  was  fuggefted 
to  me  by  the  recollection  of  the  advantages, 
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derived  from  the  Dublin  method  of  proce- 
dure. And  I was  not  a little  confirmed  in 
my  perfuafion  of  the  utility  of  the  inftitution 
in  queftion,  in  confequence  of  my  fubfequent 
obfervation  of  the  good  effects  of  thofe  half- 
yearly  examinations,  which  Dr.  Powell, 
highly  to  his  credit,  hath  introduced  into 
that  fociety,  over  which  he  fo  worthily  pre- 
fides. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

As  the  preceding  propofal,  for  the  efta-* 
blifhment  of  annual  examinations,  was  ho- 
noured, upon  its  firft  appearance,  with 
the  approbation  of  fome  of  the  heads  of 
houfes,  and  of  a very  confiderable  number 
of  the  public  tutors,  and  other  members  of 
the  univerfity ; it  may  not  be  improper  to 
offer  fome  further  confiderations,  upon  the 
mode  of  appointing  the  examiners ; the  fli- 
pend  to  be  allowed  them  by  the  univerlity  $ 
arid  the  powers,  with  which  it  may  be  ex- 
pedient to  intruft  them. 

With  refpeft  to  the  mode  of  eledling  the 
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examiners,  it  appears  moft  reafonable  to  con- 
form to  the  cycle,  already  eftablifhed  for  the 
appointment  of  the  prodtors. 

If  the  additional  public  officers,  chofen  for 
the  purpofe  of  annual  examinations,  were  to 
be  only  two  in  number,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  fettling  the  manner  of  their 
election.  But,  as,  after  the  two  firft  years, 
fix  examiners  muft  be  annually  appointed, 
it  will  be  neceffary  that  I ffiould  explain 
myfelf  more  particularly  upon  this  fubjedt. 

Upon  infpedtion  into  the  eftablifhed  cycle, 
it  appears,  that  the  colleges,  with  which  it 
begins,  are  St.  John’s  and  Queen’s.  I would 
therefore  propofe,  that  two  gentlemen,  one 
nominated  by  each  of  thefe  focieties,  fhould 
be  chofen  to  prefide  in  May,  1774,  at  the 
' examination  of  the  ftudents  of  the  prefent 
year. 

The  colleges,  next  in  rotation,  are  Chrift’s 
and  Peterhoufe.  But,  as  the  examination* 
to  be  holden  in  May,  1775,  will  compre- 
hend the  ftudents  of  two  years,  King’s 
college  and  Clare-hall  are  to  be  added,  as 
next  in  fucceffion.  Of  the  four  perfons,  to 
be  chofen  from  thefe  colleges,  the  two  fenior 
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j'nay  prcfide  at  the  examination  of  the  flu- 
dents,  admitted  in  1773  : the  other  two,  at 
the  examination  of  the  fludents,  admitted  in 
*774- 

The  examination  in  May,  1776,  will  com- 
prehend the  fludents  of  three  years;  we 
muff,  therefore,  now  take  the  fix  colleges 
next  in  fucceffion,  viz.  Trinity,  Benet,  St. 
John’s,  Magdalen,  Pembroke-hall,  andjefus. 
The  two  fenior  of  the  fix  examiners,  to  be 
chofen  from  thefe  colleges,  may  prefide  in 
the  examination  of  the  fludents,  admitted  in 
1773  : the  two  next  fenior  may  take  the 
fludents  of  1774;  while  the  two  junior  con- 
duct the  examination  of  thofe  fludents,  who 
fhall  be  admitted  in  the  year  1775. 

The  fame  mode  of  election  is  to  be  pur- 
fued,  in  the  appointment  of  fix  examiners, 
for  each  fucceeding  year. 

With  refpedt  to  the' annual  flipend,  it  is 
propofed,  that  ten  pounds  be  paid  to  each 
examiner,  out  of  the  univeriity  chefl,  within 
a week  after  the  expiration  of  his  office. 

The  powers  of  the  examiners  fhould  be  as 
ample  as  poffible;  and,  therefore,  it  is  pro- 
pofed, that  they  fhall  have  full  authority  to 
preferibe  the  courfe  for  examination,  in  the 
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May  term,  which  is  fubfequent  to  their  ap- 
pointment ; but  that  they  (hall  be  under  an 
obligation  to  give  public  notice,  with  refpedt 
to  the  books,  or  portions  of  books,  in  which 
they  propofe  to  examine,  within  a fortnight 
after  the  day  of  their  election. 

It  is  alfo  propofed,  that,  although  every 
regent  or  non-regent  fhould  have  the  liberty 
of  examining  any  ft u dent,  in  the  prefcribed  t 
courfe  of  the  year,  the  public  examiners, 
annually  chofen,  fhall  always  be  conftdered 
as  the  final  judges  of  the  comparative  merits 
of  the  ftudents ; and  that,  having  fettled  thefe 
merits  from  their  own  examination,  and  the 
reports  of  other  examiners;  they  fhall  difperfe 
a printed  lift  of  fo  many  of  the  ftudents,  as 
they  {hall  think  proper  to  diftinguifh  with 
honour,  within  a reafonable  time  after  the 
conclufion  of  the  examination. 

It  is  laftly  propofed,  that,  if  the  univerfity 
fhould  think  proper  to  aftign  any  honorary 
rewards  to  thofe  ftudents,  who  lhall  diftin- 
guifti  themfelves  in  latin  or  englifh  compo- 
fition,  the  public  examiners  of  each  year 
fhall  be  alfo  the  final  judges  of  the  refpe&ive 
merits  of  the  candidates  in  this,  as  well  as 
in  every  other  inftance. 
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An  excellent  anonymous  production,  in- 
fcribed  to  the  right  honourable  lord  North, 
chancellor  of  the  univerlity  of  Oxford,  the 
reverend  the  vice-chancellor,  and  the  other 
members  of  the  convocation,  (in  which  the 
courfe  of  education,  purfued  in  that  cele- 
brated feat  of  literature,  appears  to  be  very 
faithfully  delineated,)  having  been  publicly 
handed  about  in  this  place ; I truft  I may- 
be indulged  in  the  liberty  of  tranfcribing 
from  it  three  or  four  paragraphs,  for  the 
information  of  thofe  perfons,  who  may  be 
delirous  of  comparing  our  form  of  inftitution,- 
as  exhibited  in  the  preceding  pages,  with 
the  Oxford  method  of  procedure. 

The  cuftomary  exercifes  for  the  degree  of 
bachelor  of  arts,  as  fet  forth  in  this  inge- 
nious performance,  are  as  follow  : 

I.  “ Difputationes  in  parvifo.”  This  ex- 
ercife  is  a deputation  upon  three  queftions, 
either  in  grammar  or  logic ■,  to  be  held  three 
days  in  every  week,  during  full  term,  and  to 
continue  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours,  namely, 
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from  one  to  three  in  the  afternoon.  Every 
fcholar  is  obliged  to  perform  this  deputation 
twice,  and  to  be  created  fenior  foph,  fome 
time  in  his  third  year ; and  to  repeat  the 
deputation  once  in  every  term  afterwards, 
to  the  end  of  his  fourth  year.  He  is  more- 
over injoined  to  attend  it,  when  performed 
by  others,  during  his  fecond,  third,  and 
fourth  years. 

This  exercife  is  conflantly  held,  as  the 
flatute  dire&s  and  occafionally  fuperin- 
tended  by  the  prodtors,  or  the  mailers  of  the 
fchools.  So  long  as  the  magillrate  is  pre- 
fent,  the  deputation  is  maintained ; but  it 
cannot  be  fuppofed,  during  his  abfence,  to 
be  carried  on  with  any  great  degree  of  vi- 
gour. ‘The  quellions,  as  might  reafonably 
be  expedted  from  their  fubjedt  matter,  and 
frequent  difcuffion,  are  trite  and  uninterell- 
ing.  The  fenior  foph,  once  in  every  term, 
comes  into  the  fchool  where  the  difputation 
is  held,  and  propofes  one  lyllogifm  : which, 
being  done  purely  to  fatisfy  the  letter  of 
the  llatute,  “ juramenti  gratia,”  is  com- 
monly filled  “ doing  juraments.”  The  ar^ 
II. . X tide 
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tide  of  attendance  is,  by  univerfal  confent, 
totally  negleded  and  forgot. 

II.  “ Anfwering  under  bachelor.”  This 
exercife  is  a deputation  upon  three  queftions, 
in  logic  for  the  mold  part,  but  fometimes  in 
grammar,  rhetoric,  ethics,  or  politics.  It 
is  to  be  held  twice  by  every  fcholar,  fome 
time  in  his  third  or  fourth  year,  and  to  con- 
tinue for  the  fpace  of  an  hour  and  an  half. 
This  deputation,  as  the  title  of  it  intimates, 
is  held  under  the  “ moderamen”  of  a deter- 
mining bachelor. 

The  exercife  is  performed  much  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  preceding;  except  that, 
as  it  is  held  in  lent,  the  fchools  are  more 
frequently  vifited  by  the  prodors  and  maf- 
ters. 

III.  “Examination.”  The  ftatutable  ex- 
aminers are  three  regent  mafters,  to  be  ap- 
pointed, in  rotation,  by  the  fenior  prodor. 
Any  other  regent  matter  may  concur  in  the 
examination,  if  he  pleafes.  The  number  of 
fcholars  to  be  examined  in  the  fame  day,  or 
dal's,  may  not  exceed  fix.  They  are  to 
he  examined  in  grammar,  rhetoric,  logic, 

ethics. 
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ethics,  and  geometry,  and  in  the  greek 
dailies ; they  are  all'o  required  to  fpeak  the 
latin  tongue  with  fluency.  The  vice-chan- 
cellor and  proCtors  are  injoined  to  attend 
examinations : the  former,  twice  in  every 
term;  the  latter,  four  times  each;  in  order  to 
fee  that  they  are  duly  and  ftatutably  carried 
on. 

The  appointment  of  examiners,  by  rota- 
tion, has  long  lince  been  difufed ; and  the 
number  of  regents,  conftantly  reiident  in 
the  univerfity,  is  fo  fmall,  that  it  would  be 
extremely  troublefome,  if  not  abfolutely  im- 
practicable, to  refume  it.  In  the  prefent 
method,  the  candidate  folicits  three  matters 
to  be  his  examiners,  and  then  obtains  the 
proCtor’s  appointment  or  “ liceat.”  The 
mailers  ufually  permit  him  to  chufe  his  own 
claffics,  It  feldom  happens  that  more  than 
two  or  three  candidates  are  examined  in  the 
fame  day,  frequently  only  one.  The  ftatute 
lays  no  injunction  upon  fcholars  to  attend 
examinations,  and  it  is  become  rather  un- 
ufual  fo  to  do.  No  other  mailer  ever  affifts 
at  the  examination,  befides  thofe  appointed 
in  the  “ liceat. JJ 
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I do  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  fubjoin 
this  author’s  obfervations,  upon  the  prefent 
mode  of  conducing  academical  education  at 
Oxford,  or  the  plan  which  he  has  propofed 
for  its  improvement.  But  I cannot  avoid 
exprefilng  my  wifhes,  in  conjundion  with 
thofe  of  many  perfons  of  character  in  this 
univerfity,  that  he  would  render  more  public 
his  reflections  upon  a fubjedt,  which  is  fq 
very  interefting  and  important. 
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NARRATIVE 
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ACADEMICAL  PROCEEDINGS, 
RELATIVE  TO  THE  PROPOSAL 
FOR  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF 
ANNUAL  EXAMINATIONS 
In  the  UNIVERSITY  of  CAMBRIDGE. 

I propose,  in  the  following  narrative, 
to  lay  before  the  public,  as  fuccin&ly  as 
poffible,  the  meafures,  which  I purfued,  in 
order  to  accomplifh  my  purpofe,  as  unfolded 
in  the  preceding  pages ; together  with  the 
nature  of  that  oppofition,  which  hath  hi- 
therto rendered  my  efforts  unfuccefsful.  But 
as,  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  expreffions 
will  unavoidably  occur,  which,  if  not  ex- 
plained, may  prove  unintelligible  to  fome 
of  my  readers,  it  will  be  neceffary  for  me 
to  preface  my  account,  with  a fhort  fketch 
of  our  academical  conflitution. 

A “ grace”  of  the  university  fenate  bears 
fome  refemblance  to  an  a£t  of  the  britifh 
parliament.  It  is  an  ordinance  of  the  legif- 
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lature  of  our  corporation.  Its  authority 
in  all  matters,  relative  to  academical  dif- 
cipline,  is  fupreme.  And  it  has  been 
maintained  by  the  ableft  lawyers,  as  well  as 
by  thofe  of  our  own  body,  who  have  been 
efteemed  bed  acquainted  with  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  univerfity,  that,  in  cafes,  wherein 
nothing  is  enadted  in  oppofition  to  the  laws 
of  the  land,  neither  the  “ ftatutes”  of  Eliza- 
beth, nor  the  “ mandatory  letters,”  of  fuc- 
ceeding  kings,  although  their  authority  be 
apparently  flrengthened  by  our  uninterrupted 
fubmittion,  can  Hand  againtt  the  determina- 
tions of  this  refpedtable  affembly. 

Thofe  perfons,  who  are  matters  of  arts, 
or  doctors  in  one  or  other  of  the  three  facul- 
ties, of  divinity,  civil  law,  and  phyfic,  having 
their  names  upon  the  college  boards,  or  rett- 
dent  in  the  town  of  Cambridge,  have  each 
a voice  in  the  legiilative  body  of  the  uni- 
verfity. The  gentlemen  wdio  compofe  it,  and 
who  have,  therefore,  a right  to  the  appel- 
lation of  “ members  of  the  fenate,”  are  at 
prefent  in  number  about  four  hundred. 

The  members  of  the  fenate  are  divided 
into  two  clafies  or  houfes  and,  according 

to 
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to  this  arrangement,  they  are  denominated 
“ regents”  or  “ non-regents,”  with  a view  to 
fome  particular  offices,  allotted  to  the  junior 
divifion  by  the  ftatutes  of  the  univerhty. 

Mailers  of  arts,  of  lefs  than  five  years 
(landing,  and  doctors  of  lefs  than  two,  com- 
pofe  the  regent,  or,  as  it  is  otherwife  called, 
the  “ white  hood”  houfe.  All  the  reft  are 
ftiled  non-regents,  or  “ black  hoods.”  But 
doctors  of  more  than  two  years  Handing, 
and  the  public  orator  of  the  univerfity,  may 
vote  in  either  houfe,  according  to  their 
pleafure. 

Every  member  of  the  fenate  has  a right 
to  propofe  any  queftion,  or  queftions,  he 
thinks  proper,  to  the  confideration  of  this 
affembly. 

Befides  the  two  houfes,  we  have  a coun- 
cil called  the  “ caput,”  which  confifts  of 
the  vice-chancellor,  a do&or  in  each  faculty, 
and  two  mafters  of  arts,  reprefen tatives  of 
the  regent  and  non -regent  houfes. 

The  vice-chancellor,  who  is  annually 
elected  by  the  fenate  upon  the  fourth  of  No- 
vember, is  a member  of  this  council,  by 
virtue  of  his  office. 

X 4 
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The  eledlion  of  the  other  members  of  this 
council  is  effected  in  the  following  manner- 

The  vice-chancellor,  and  the  two  proc- 
tors, feverally  nominate  fiveperfons,  properly 
qualified  for  the  truft,  and  out  of  the  fifteen, 
the  heads  of  houfes  and  doctors  chufe  five. 
But,  in  general,  the  gentlemen  in  the  vice- 
chancellor’s  lid  are  honoured  with  the  ap- 
pointment. 

The  caput  is  annually  chofen  upon  the 
twrelfth  of  October. 

Every  propofition,  or  “ grace,”  previoufly 
to  its  being  voted  by  the  two  houfes,  is  to 
be  read,  and  approved,  by  this  council. 

The  fix  perfons,  who  form  the  caput, 
have,  by  queen  Elizabeth’s  ftatutes,  each 
of  them  a negative  ; but  they  have  feldom 
been  known  to  ufe  it,  unlefs  fomething  mani- 
feftly  abfurd,  or  obvioufly  derogatory  to  the 
credit  of  the  univerfity,  is  propofed ; info- 
much,  that  nothing  has  been  more  common 
than  for  a perfon  to  give  a “ placef”  in  the 
caput,  and  a “ non-placet”  to  the  fame  ques- 
tion, in  the  body,  upon  the  idea,  that  the 
caput  fiiould  be  confidered  in  the  light  of 
a committee,  to  prepare  the  graces,  in  point 
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of  form,  for  the  fubfequent  voting : its* 
without  fome  fuch  regulation,  it  might  be 
difficult  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  fenate,  upon 
the  real  merits  of  the  quedion. 

After  a grace  has  paffied  the  caput,  it  is 
read  in. the  non-regent,  and  the  regent  hoiife; 
and  the  queftion  remains  fufpended,  till  the 
next  congregation.  If,  after  a fecond  read- 
ing in  both  houfes,  it  paffes  through  with- 
out a non-placet,  it  becomes  a lfatute,  pro- 
vided the  fubjed  is  of  a public  nature.  If  a 
non-placet  is  put  in  by  a member  of  either 
houfe,  it  is  voted  in  that  houfe;  and,  in  fuch 
a cafe,  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  prevails.  If 
circumftances  require,  that  the  grace  fhould 
be  confidered  as  a law,  it  formerly  was  the 
cuftom  to  infcribe  it  in  the  prodors*  books : 
but  this  part  of  the  procefs  has,  of  late  years, 
been  but  feldom  put  in  pradice. 

Thefe  preliminaries  being  fettled,  I pro- 
ceed to  give  a fhort  narrative  of  our  late  pro- 
ceedings; in  the  difcloiing  of  which,  I fhall 
endeavour  to  demean  myfelf  as  a perfon,  who 
is  unconfcious  of  any  interefled  defign,  and 
whofe  foie  ambition  is  to  ferve  the  public, 
in  a matter  of  acknowledged  importance. 

On 
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On  the  fourth  of  Novemher  1772,  Dr. 
Cooke,  the  prefent  provoft  of  King’s  college, 
upon  his  entrance  into  the  office  of  vice- 
chancellor,  made  an  excellent  fpeech  to  the 
univerfity ; in  which  he  treated,  in  general, 
of  the  extent  and  importance  of  academical 
education,  and  of  the  care  and  attention 
neceffiary  in  thofe  who  fhould  conduct  it, 
with  fo  much  fpirit  and  good  fenfe,  as  in- 
duced me  to  hope,  that  the  favourable  mo- 
ment was  now  arrived,  for  the  introduction 
of  my  long  projected  inftitution. 

Having  drawn  up  a plan  of  improvement, 
which,  in  fubftance,  was  the  fame  with  that 
now  publiffied,  I fent  it  to  the  vice-chancel- 
lor, with  a ffiort  addrefs,  upon  the  twenty- 
firft  of  November. 

In  this  addrefs,  I took  occafion  to  obferve, 
that  the  prejudices  conceived  againft  me 
by  fome  perfons  of  weight  in  the  univerfity, 
might  poffibly  obftruCt  the  execution  of  my 
projeCt.  I indited  upon  the  great  proba- 
bility, nay  even  apparent  certainty,  of  fuc- 
cefs,  were  the  emendation  to  be  propofed  in 
form,  by  the  chief  officer  of  the  univerfity: 
at  the  fame  time  alluring  him,  that  I had 
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reafon  to  think,  the  inftitution  would  be 
flrongly  fupported,  were  I even  reduced  to 
the  neceffity  of  propofmg  it  myfelf. 

Two  or  three  days  after  the  delivery  of 
my  propofal,  the  vice-chancellor  invited  me 
to  a conference  ; wherein  he  behaved  with 
all  imaginable  politenefs.  He  made  the  pro- 
per inquires  into  the  hate  of  our  academical 
exercifes,  (he  being  at  this  time  unacquainted 
with  many  parts  of  our  difcipline,  on  ac- 
count of  his  long  abfence  from  the  univer- 
hty,)  and  difmiffed  me,  with  general  affur- 
ances  of  his  inclination  to  favour  any  fcheme, 
which  feemed  likely  to  promote  the  caufe 
of  literature. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  in  this  place,  that, 
both  in  my  written  addrefs  to  the  vice-chan- 
cellor, and  in  the  fubfequent  converfation,  I 
gave  my  free  confent,  to  his  conferring  upon 
the  fubjedt  with  any  of  his  brethren. 

For  the  fpace  of  about  four  months,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  propofal  lay  with  the 
vice-chancellor,  I took  no  further  public 
fteps  in  an  affair,  which,  I conceived,  was 
now  in  abler  hands  : I called  two  or  three 
times  in  this  interval,  to  make  fome  in- 
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quiilfes  concerning  the  opinion  of  the  vice- 
chancellor,  and  of  the  heads  of  houfes,  with 
refpeCt  to  my  project.  His  anfwers  upon 
each  vifit  were  guarded,  and  expreffed  in 
very  general  terms*.  At  laft>  I plainly  dis- 
cerned, that,  although  he  might  be  in  his 
heart  difpofed  to  with  well  to  any  project  of 
reformation,  he  was  not  inclined  to  combat 
the  difficulties,  which  might  poffibly  have 
been  thrown  in  his  way,  had  he  attempted 
to  reduce  his  good  intentions  into  practice. 

And  lince  that  time,  I have  had  abundant 
reafon  to  conclude,  that  in  this,  as  well  as 
many  other  inflances,  he  permitted  himfelf 
to  be  influenced  by  the  counfels  of  a perfon, 
who  has  always  manifefled  an  hoftile  difpofi- 
tion  to  the  propoled  inflitution ; and  who 
has  even  ventured  to  hint,  that  he  will  dis- 
pute the  power  of  the  univerfity  to  enforce 
obedience  to  the  meafure,  in  cafe  the  fenate 
fliould  think  proper  to  confent  to  its  intro- 
duction. 

Difappointed,  therefore,  in  the  pleafing 
expectations,  which  I had  once  entertained, 
of  feeing  my  project  introduced  under  fo 
refpeCtable  a patronage,  I defired  the  printer 

of 
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of  the  univerfity  to  wait  upon  the  vice-? 
chancellor,  for  an  “ imprimatur”  to  my 
“ Remarks.”  Upon  being  made  acquainted 
with  the  contents  of  my  trad:,  he  immedir 
ately  granted  the  requeft ; but  did  not  hold 
any  further  converfations  with  me  upon  the 
fubjed  of  my  propofal. 

The  trad  was  publifhed  on  the  lixth  of 
April.  I immediately  fent  a copy  to  the 
vice-chancellor,  to  the  heads  of  houfes,  and 
every  tutor  in  the  univerfity.  And  had  foon 
the  pleafure  to  find,  that  the  propofed  inr- 
ftitution  was  received  with  fuch  marks  of 
approbation,  as  might  reafonably  induce 
me  to  indulge  the  mod:  flattering  expeda- 
fions  of  fuccefs. 

Upon  the  fifteenth  of  April,  I publifhed 
a fecond  edition,  with  lome  minute  alter- 
ations i and,  on  the  twenty- firft  of  the  fame 
month,  apoftfcript;  at  the  end  of  which, 
I fubjoined  the  following  declaration. 

“ If  no  material  objedion  fhall  be  urged 
again  ft  the  preceding  plan,  the  propofer 
will  offer  a grace  for  its  eftablilhment,  upon 
lome  day  before  the  divifion  of  the  prefent 
term.” 
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During  the  period  that  elapfed  between 
the  firft  publication  of  my  propofal,  and  the 
offering  of  my  grace,  no  objedion  was  urged 
either  in  public,  or  in  private,  as  far  as  I 
could  collect,  againfl  the  eftablifhment  of 
annual  examinations.  But,  as  doubts  were 
raifed  with  refped  to  fome  particulars  in 
the  method,  I had  laid  down,  of  carrying 
the  defign  into  effed,  it  was  fuggefled  to  me 
by  a judicious  friend,  that  it  might  be  ad- 
vifable  to  propofe  the  fingle  queftion  of  the 
expediency  of  annual  examinations  to  the 
votes  of  the  fenate  ; and  to  infert,  in  my 
intended  grace,  a claufe  for  the  appointment 
of  a committee  of  learned  and  adive  perfons, 
to  draw  up  a plan  for  the  execution  j with 
a provifo,  that  the  fcheme,  which  approved 
itfelf  to  their  judgment,  fhould  not  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  refolution  of  the  univerfity, 
until  it  had  been  voted  in  form  by  the 
fenate. 

In  compliance  with  this  advice,  I drew 
up  the  following  grace,  and  fent  a copy  of 
it,  before  it  was  offered  in  the  fenate-houfe, 
to  every  member  of  the  caput ; at  the  fame 

time. 
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time,  taking  the  proper  meafures  to  have  my 
intentions  publifhed  in  the  univerfity. 

i 

A Grace  for  the  efiablifhment  of  annual 
examinations. 

*< Cum  reipublics  noftra;  plurimum  interelfe 
videatur,  ut  publicum  examen,  in  literis 
humanioribus,  c£  que  ac  in  mathematicis  et 
philofopbicis  difciplinis,  quotannis  fubeat 
tota  juventus  academica ; 

“ Placeat  vobis,  ut  ejufmodi  examen  in 
pofterum  celebrefur;  et  ut  [Dominus  pro- 
cancellarius,  Dr.  Caryl,  Dr.  Plumptre  col- 
legii  Reginalis,  Dr.  Gordon,  Dr.  Watfon, 
Dr.  Hallifax,  Mr.  Collier,  Mr.  Lambert, 
Mr.  Poftleth waite,  Mr.  Joannes  Hey,  Mr, 
Farmer,  Mr.  Barker  collegii  Reginalis,  Mr. 
Tyrwbitt,  Mr.  Gould,  Mr.  Paley,  Mr. 
Squire,  Mr.  Nafmith,  Mr.  Arnald,  et  Mr, 
Pearce,  vel  eorum  quinque,  quorum  unus 
femper  ft  Dominus  procancellarius,  lint 
fyndici  veftri]  ad  confultandum  de  modo 
examinatores  eligendi,  et  cetera  quas  adhanc 
rem  fpedant  rite  tranfigendi ; ita  tamen  ut 
quod  iis  placuerit  minime  ftatuti  vim  ha- 
beat,  nifi  poftea  veftris  fuffragiis  cornpro- 
bctur,” 
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Upon  the  eighth  of  May,  I offered  my 
grace  in  form  to  the  caput. 

After  three  quarters  of  an  hour  fpent  in 
deliberation,  during  which  time,  as  it  after- 
wards appeared,  the  partiality  of  the  fyn- 
dicate,  as  not  containing  a complete  repre- 
fentation  of  the  colleges,  was  chiefly  obje&ed 
to.  Dr.  Powell  put  in  his  non-placet,  (in 
giving  which  he  was  not  Angle,)  and  the 
grace  was  confequently  rejected. 

When  the  vice-chancellor  returned  to  me 
the  grace,  I defired,  that  he  would  con- 
defcend  to  acquaint  me  with  the  reafon  of 
its  rejection ; but  no  anfwer  was  made  to 
my  requeff. 

Upon  the  tenth  of  May,  I fent  the  follow- 
ing note  to  three  of  the  gentlemen,  who  com-, 
pofed  the  caput,  having  made  a flmilar  de- 
claration to  the  other  three  in  perfon. 

“ Mr.  Jebb  prefents  his  compliments  to 

Dr.  begs  leave  to  fend  him  the  copy 

of  a grace,  which  it  is  his  prefen t intention 
to  offer  to  the  caput,  at  the  next  congrega- 
tion. If  any  exception  fhould  be  taken  to 
the  form,  before  or  at  the  time  of  prefenta- 
tion,  Mr.  Jebb  will,  with  all  due  refpeft, 

attend 


I 


( 321  ) 

attend  to  what  fhall  be  urged  by  the  gentle- 
men of  the  caput,  upon  fuch  occafion  5 as 
he  has  no  other  objeft  in  view,  than  to  take 
the  fenfe  of  the  body  of  the  univerfity,  upon 
the  merits  of  the  main  question. ” 

This  grace  was  in  fubftance  the  fame  as 
the  firft.  It  differed  from  it  only  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Syndicate  or  committee. 
In  the  place  of  the  words  and  names  between 
the  brackets,  were  inferted  the  following 
words,  “ fyndici  nominentur  auftoritate 
fenatus.” 

No  objection  being  urged  by  any  member 
of  the  caput,  I propofed  my  fecond  grace 
to  that  council,  at  three  o’clock  in  the  after- 
noon, upon  the;  twelfth  of  May.  After  fome 
time  fpent  in  debate,  the  vice-chancellor 
fent  for  me,  and  informed  me,  that  my 
grace  was  rejected,  and  gave  the  following 
reafons  for  the  procedure,  viz.  Informalities 
in  the  mode  of  conflrudting  the  grace  ; im- 
proprieties in  the  exprefli on  and  the  want 
of  time  for  the  confideration  of  a fubjedt, 
in  its  nature  fo  important.  As  I had  reafon 
to  fufpe&from  a converfation,  which  paffed 
that  morning  between  the  regiftrary  of  the 
II.  Y univerlity 
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univerfity  and  myfelf,  that  the  idea  of  leav- 
ing the  choice  of  fyndics  to  the  fenate, 
might  pofiibly  be  objected  to,  as  unprece- 
dented, I had  prepared  a third  grace,  which, 
at  the  clofe  of  the  vice-chancellor’s  declara- 
tion, I propofed  to  the  caput.  This  grace 
was  allowed  to  contain  a fair  and  impartial 
reprefen tation  of  all  orders  of  men  in  our 
univeriity.  At  the  lame  time,  another  ob- 
je&ion,  which  I very  accidentally  heard  had 
been  urged  againft  the  former  grace,  was  re- 
moved. In  the  place  of  the  words  and 
Uames  between  the  brackets,  was  now  in- 
fected as  follows,  “ Domjnus  procancel- 
larius,  Dr.  Caryl,  Dr.  Plumptre  collegii 
Reginalis,  Dr.  Brown,  Dr.  Watfon,  Dr. 
Hallifax,  Dr.  Waring,  Mr.  Beadon,  Mr. 
Collier,  Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Thorpe,  Mr. 
Longmire,  Mr.  Joannes  Hey,  Mr.  Gould, 
Mr.  Farmer,  Mr.  Jepfon,  Mr.  Paley,  Mr. 
Squire,  Mr.  Nafmith,  Mr.  Arnald,  et  Mr. 
Pearce,  veleorum  feptem,  quorum  unus  fem- 
per  fit  Dominus  procancellarius,  fint  fyn- 
dici  veftri.” 

This  alfo  was  rejedled.  Immediately 
aferwards  I propofed  a fourth  in  which, 

infte^d 
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indead  of  the  words  and  names  between  the 
brackets,  were  inferred  thefe words,  “Syndic! 
undeviginti  a procancellario  vedro,  quorum 
ipfe  unus  lit,  infra  dies  vicenos  nominentur. 

The  council  broke  up  foon  after  the  read- 
ing of  this  grace;  and  the  vice-chancellor 
informed  me,  that  it  had  met  with  the  fame 
fate  as  the  preceding. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  noted,  that,  upon  the  of- 
fering of  the  third  of  my  graces,  to  the 
confideration  of  the  caput,  mention  was 
made  by  Dr.  Powell,  of  a grace,  to  prevent 
me  from  offering  any  more  graces,  upon  the 
fubjed  of  annual  examinations.  A doubt 
being  immediately  darted  by  one  of  the  gen- 
tlemen then  prefent,  whether  a grace,  of  fuch 
a complexion,  would  be  well  received  by  the 
two  houfes.  Dr.  Powell  replied,  he  would 
undertake  for  its  fuccefs.  But  having  reafon 
to  fufped,  from  the  manner,  in  which  his 
proportion  was  received  by  his  brethren, 
that  a negative  would  be  put  upon  his  mo- 
tion, were  he  topropofe  it  in  form,  bethought 
it  mod  prudent  to  change  the  fubjed  of  dif- 
courfe. 

Upon  the  twenty-fifth  of  June,  I retired 
Y 2 in  to 


'(  324  ) 

into  the  country,  having  publicly  expreffed 
my  intention,  of  perfevering  in  my  applica- 
tion to  the  caput,  until  the  point  in  queftion 
fhould  be  datutably  decided  by  the  fufFrages 
of  the  fenate. 

Upon  the  fifth  of  July,  the  foil  owing  grace 
was  propofed,  by  the  vice-chancellor,  which 
palled  the  caput,  and  both  houfes,  without 
a divifion. 

“ Cum  reipublicae  noftras  nonnullis  inte- 
refie  videatur,  publicum  quotannis  totius 
juventutis  academics  examen  infiitui ; id- 
que  ipfi  publice  nos  et  obnixe  expofcant  et 
efflagitent  -y 

“ Ne  rem  tarn  fpeciofam  aut  negleftui 
prorfus  habuifie,  aut-  tarn  novam,  tantique 
moment!,  temere  nimis  et  inconfulto  arri- 
puilfe,  academia?  vitio  vertatur; 

“ Placeat  vobis  ut  omnes  collegiorum 
omnium  prsfefti,  tres  regii  prolelfores  in 
theologia,  jure  civili,  et  medicina,  feniores 
duo  e collegiis  fimdtas  trinitatis  et  Divi  Joan- 
nis  tutores,  et  fenior  quifque  ex  omni  alio 
collegio  tutor,  fint  fyndici  vefiri,  qui  convo- 
cante  procancellar.io  conveniant,  collatifque 
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inter  fe  confiliis  deliberent  et  dijudicent,  an 
fieri  omnino  pofiit  ut  iftiufmodi  examina- 
tiones  commode  habeantur ; an  ut  habeantur 
expediat ; quo  mo'do,  quo  loco,  quo  tem- 
pore, quibus  proefidibus,  quibus  examinan- 
tibus,  commodifiime  et  ad  uberrimum  in 
bonis  omnibus  literis  profedtum  utilifiime 
haberi  poffunt ; quicquid  aenique  iis,  vel 
procancellario,  et  majori  eorum  parti. vifum 
fuerit,  in  fcripta  digeftum  referant,  et  die 
primo  Januarii  proxime  infequentis  apud 
procancellarium  deponant,  cum  ipfo  pro- 
tinus  cancellario  communicandum,  vefixif- 
que  ita  demum  fuffragiis  legitime  atque  or- 
dine  fanciendum.” 

As  the  terms  of  the  grace  did  not  require, 
that  the  chancellor  fhould  be  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  refolutions  of  the  committee,  ’till 
the  find  day  of  the  enfuing  January,  it  was 
naturally  to  be  expedled,  that  the  decifion 
of  the  main  queftion  would  not  have  taken 
place,  ’till  alter  the  divifion  of  the  Michael- 
mas term  ; which  happens  on,  or  about,  the 
12th  of  November:  this  being  the  time, 
when,  on  account  of  ledture?,  the  prefence 

Y 3 of 


( 326  ) 

of  the  tutors  is  rendered  indifpenfable.  The 
committee,  however,  was  convoked,  by  the 
rev.  Dr.  Cooke,  upon  21  id  of  October.  The 
debate,  according  to  the  beft  information, 
feems  to  have  lafted  fomething  more  than 
half  an  hour.  At  length,  the  votes  being 
taken  by  fecret  ferutiny,  fourteen  appeared 
to  be  againft  the  inftitution,  and  nine  in  its 
favour.  The  procefs  was  as  follows : the 
queftion,  concerning  the  practicability  of  the 
propofed  inftitution,  was  written  upon  a 
fheet  of  paper,  and  laid  upon  a table,  placed 
in  the  middle  of  the  room.  The  words,  in 
which  it  was  exprefted,  were  taken  from  the 
grace,  viz.  “ an  fieri  omnino  poftit  ut  iftiuf- 
modi  examinationes  commode  habeantur.” 
Immediately  under  the  queftion,  were  drawn 
two  lines,  with  the  words  " placet,”  and 
ee  non-placet,”  at  their  extremity.  The 
company  fat  in  different  parts  of  the  room, 
at  a diftance  from  the  table.  When  the 
voting  began,  the  junior  tutor  approached 
the  table,  made  a fcratch  upon  one  of  thefie 
lines,  and  then  retired  to  his  place.  His 
example  was  followed  by  the  reft  of  the 
gentlemen  in  their  order,  till  the  whole 

number 
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number  of  perfons  prefent,  confiding  of 
three-and-twenty,  had  given  their  fuffrages. 

In  the  beginning  of  lafi:  November,  I 
publifhed  a continuation  of  my  narrative ; 
and,  in  a feries  of  obfervations,  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  committee,  endeavoured  to 
evince  the  informality  of  its  proceedings.* 

Y 4 Upon 

[ * The  following  note  is  extracted  from  the  fhort 
tradf  here  referred  to,  entitled,  “ A Continuation  of 
the  narrative  of  academical  proceedings,  relative  to  the 
propofal  for  the  eftablifhment  of  annual  examinations  in 
the  univeriity  of  Cambridge  ; with  obfervations  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  committee,  appointed  by  grate  of  the 
fenate,  on  the  5th  of  July,  1773.”  This  extract  con- 
tains all  the  original  matter,  not  to  be  found  in  the 
“ Remarks,”  and  is  printed  here,  in  order  to  unite  the 
obfervations,  and  preferve  their  connexion  with  the 
narrative.  ] 

I hope  I (hall  not  be  fufpedfed  of  a difpofition  to  cavil, 
if  I fay,  that  fome  material  informalities  appear  in  the 
conduct  of  the  committee  upon  this  occafion.  The 
words,  “ quicquid  denique  iis,  vel  procancellario,  et 
majori  eorum  parti  vifum  fuerit,”  feem  to  require,  that 
every  refolution  fhould  appear  to  be  the  opinion  of  an  ab-' 
folute  majority  of  thole  perfons  who  were  named  in  the 
committee  ; i.  e.  the  opinion  of  at  leaft  nineteen  of  its 
members;  the  whole  number  of  perfons  named  being 
thirty-fix.  Whereas  it  is  confelfed  on  all  iides,  that 
only  fourteen  voted  again!!:  the  practicability  of  the  in- 

ftitution 
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Upon  the  fourteenth  of  December,  I 
propofed  the  following  grace  to  the  caput  of 

the  , 

flitution.  The  word  <£  eorum”  plainly  refers  to  cc  ali”  the 
perfons  named  in  the  grace.  If  nothing  more  was  in- 
tended by  the  gentleman  who  propofed  this  grace,  than 
that  the  prefence  of  a majority  of  the  whole  number, 
with  the  vice-chancellor  at  their  head,  fhould  be  necef- 
fary  in  order  to  proceed  to  bufmefs,  he  would,  no  doubt, 
in  compliance  with  the  cuftomary  form,  have  exprefied 
himfelf  as  follows  : “ Placeat  vobis  ut  omnes  col- 
legiorum  omnium  praefefti,  tres  regii  profeffores  in 
theologia,  jure  civili,  et  medicina,  feniores  duo  e col- 
legiis  fanctse  trinitatis  et  Divi  Joannis  tutores,  et  fenior 
quifque  ex  omni  alio  collegio  tutor,  vel  eorum  no- 
VENDECIM)  QUORUM  UNUS  SEMPER  SIT  DoMINUS  PRO- 
CANCEL larius,  fint  fyndici  veftri,”  &c.  A flight  in- 
fpedtion  into  our  grace-books  will,  I truft,  convince  the 
reader  of  the  reafonablenefs  of  this  remark. 

But  this  reafoning  may  perhaps  appear  to  be  invali- 
dated by  urging,  that,  according  to  this  interpretation, 
the  vice-chancellor  would  have  a negative  in  every  quef- 
tion  debated  by  the  committee  ; and  it  may  be  contend- 
ed, that  it  is  abfurd  to  fuppofe  it  to  be  the  wifh  of  the 
late  vice-chancellor,  that  fuch  unconfcionable  powers 
fhould  be  conceded  by  the  grace.  The  hiftory,  how- 
ever, of  the  concomitant  circumftances,  is  fufficient -to 
convince  the  moft  incredulous,  that  fuch  confidence  was 
intended  to  be  repofed  in  the  vice-chancellor.  The 
a&ions  of  men  are  frequently  guided  by  an  influence  not 
difcernible  by  themfelvcs ; and,  I believe,  it  is  a pretty 

general 
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the  univerfity,  Dr.  Caryl  being  vice-chan- 
cellor, and  Dr.  Brown,  Dr.  Hallifax,  Dr. 

Plumptre, 

general  perfuafion,  that  in  this,  as  well  as  other  in- 
ftances,  the  late  vice-chancellor,  who  appears  to  me  to 
have  rather  wifhed  well  to  the  inftitution  in  the  main, 
permitted  himfelf  to  be  directed  by  the  counfels  of  a 
perfon,  who  has  always  manifefted  an  hoilile  difpofition 
to  the  propofed  eftablifhment,  and  whofe  condudt  in  the 
committee  forbids  us  to  fuppofe,  that  he  would  ever  have 
permitted  the  preceding  grace  to  have  palled  the  caput, 
unlefs  he  had  been  convinced,  that  it  contained  in  itfelf 
the  feeds  of  its  own  inevitable  deftrudfion.* 

If,  then,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  grace,  the  con- 
fent  of  an  abfolute  majority  of  the  committee,  with  the 
vice-chancellor  among  the  number,  be  required,  in  order 
to  give  validity  to  a refolution,  a lecond  informality  dif- 
clofes  itfelf  in  the  proceedings  of  the  2ift  of  Odlober. 
The  votes  of  the  aflembly  Ihould  not  have  been  taken 
by  fecret  ferutiny,  which  all  the  gentlemen  prefent, 
with  whom  I have  converfed  upon  the  fubjedt,  acknow- 
ledge was  the  fad!.  Doubts  may  arife  in  the  breafts  of 
every  member  of  the  fenate,  whether  the  vice-chancellor 
was  in  the  majority  ; a circumftance  which  fhould  cer- 
tainly appear  to  have  been  the  cafe,  when  the  report  is 
made  to  the  chancellor  and  to  the  fenate. 

Upon  infpedlion  into  the  grace,  it  alfo  will  appear 
reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee, upon  a fubjedt  of  fuch  confequence,  would  have 
been  delivered  with  circumftances  of  greater  folemnity  ; 
and  its  adt  have  been  recorded  in  writing,  and  figned 

by 


[ * See  before,  p.  316.  ] 
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Plumptre,  Mr.  Hughes,  and  Mr.  Coulfton, 
being  members  of  that  council,  at  the  time 
of  its  prefentation. 

. “ Cum 

by  the  chairman  of  the  aflembly.  Nor  will  it  avail  the 
opponents  of  themeafure  to  plead,  that  fuch  formality 
was  only  required  in  cafe  a plan  had  been  drawn  up  for 
the  execution.  The  words  “ in  fcripta  digeftum  refer- 
ant,”  exprefsly  point  to  whatever  might  happen  to  be- 
come the  fubjeCt  of  deliberation.  And  although  fuch 
conclufion  were  not  to  be  inferred  from  the  pofitive  terms 
of  the  grace,  yet  refpeCt  to  the  authority,  which  gave 
the  commiflion,  rendered  fuch  procedure  in  this  inftance 
indifpenfable  ; for,  moft  furely,  the  fenate  has  a claim 
to  the  ampleft  information  with  refpeCt  to  the  reafons 
that  inclined  its  committee  to  declare  a meafure  imprac- 
ticable, which  was  known  tohave  been  efteemed  not  only 
practicable,  but  expedient,  nay  even  necelTary,  in  the 
judgment  of  a very  large  proportion  of  its  members. 

I would  draw  the  following  conclufions  from  the  pre- 
ceding obfervations,  viz. 

That  the  members  of  the  committee,  who,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  fummons  of  the  vice-chancellor,  met  upon 
the  2lft  of  October,  and  determined  the  queftion  of  the 
practicability  of  annual  examinations  in  the  negative, 
have  not  aCted,  in  fome  effential  points,  conformably  to 
the  grace  from  which  they  derived  their  authority  ; and, 
that  the  refolution  of  the  majority  on  that  day,  has  no 
oreater  decree  of  validity,  than  the  refolutions  of  the  ma- 
jority  of  the  members  of  any  private  fociety,  when  that 
majority  amounts  not  to  the  precife  number  expreffed  in 
their  ftatutes. 
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<<  Cum  quatuordecim  ex  triginta  fex  fyn- 
dicis,  die  quinto  Julii  conftitutis,  vifum  fu- 
erit,  annuum  examen  totius  juventutis  aca- 
demical non  pofTe  commode  haberi  j et  cum 
quasftio  orta  fit,  utrum  in  hoc  cafu  giatiae, 
a vobis  eodem  tempore  conceffae,  fatisfa&um 
fit,  quae  poftulare  videtur,  ut  ea  folummodo 
firma  fit  fententia,  in  quam  Dominus  pro- 
cancellarius,  et  major  pars  totius  numeri 
iyndicorum  abierunt ; 

“ Placeat  vobis,  ut  fyndici  praedidi,  Do- 
mino 

I fhall  laftly  obferve,  that  if  the  fourteen  gentlemen, 
who  voted  againft  the  practicability  of  the  inftitution 
upon  the  21ft  of  October,  fliould  hereafter  endeavour 
to  obtain  the  concurrence  of  five  more  of  their  brethren, 
in  order  to  form  a majority  of  the  committee,  fuch  mea- 
fure  muft  be  looked  upon  as  exceptionable,  unlefs  the 
whole  matter  be  again  debated  at  a fubfequent  meet- 
ing. The  terms  of  the  grace  are  exprefs  with  refpeCI: 
to  this  point  alfo : <c  convocante  procancellario  con- 
veniant,  collatisque  inter  se  consiliis  deliberent, 
et  dijudicent,  &c.” — Words  which  plainly  imply,  that 
no  refolution  can  be  valid,  unlefs  the  fubjedt  matter  it  of 
be  openly  difcufled,  and  the  queftion  finally  decided, 
by  the  members  of  the  committee,  during  the  time  of 
their  ftatutable  afl'embly.  , 

My  attempts  have  not  hitherto  been  attended  with 
fuccefs;  yet  the  judgment  I have  formed  of  the  im- 
portance 
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mino  procancellario  convocantc,  conveniant, 
donee  major  pars  totius  numeri  in  unam 
fententiam  confpiraverint ; et  ut  eorundem 
placitum,  in  feripta  digeftum,  ante  diem 
primum  Martii  proxime  infequentis  in  fena- 
culo  veftro  publicetur.” 

This  grace,  after  fome  deliberation,  paffed: 
the  caput ; and  was  then  read,  for  the  firft 
time,  in  both  houfes. 

Upon  the  evening  of  the  fame  day,  I re- 
printed the  grace,  pafled  upon  the  fifth  of 

July, 

portance  of  the  caufe,  and  the  confidence,  derived 
from  the  expectation  that  I fhall  be  fupported  by  the 
voice  of  an  approving  public,  forbid  me  to  aefpond. 
And  if  at  laft,  after  the  exertion  of  every  manly  effort, 
overborn  by  the  weight  of  prejudice,  and  circumvented 
in  my  endeavours  to  obtain  a fair  and  candid  decifion 
of  my  queflion,  1 fhould  be  obliged  to  defift,  I fhall 
not  remain  altogether  without  my  confolation  ; as,  ex- 
cluftvely  of  the  fatisfa&ion  derived  from  the  approba- 
tion of  the  friends  of  learning  and  religion,  I fhall  re- 
tire with  the  perfuafion,  that,  in  confequence  of  my 
ftruggles,  the  talk  of  academical  reformation  will  be 
rendered  more  eafy  to  thofe  who  fhall  hereafter  be  dif- 
poftd  to  undertake  it;  and  fhall,  therefore,  have  laid  in 
a fund  of  pleafing  reflections,  more  than  fufficient  to 
compenfate  for  the  anxieties,  and  ill  treatment,  which 
I have  experienced  in  the  profecution  of  my  defign. 

Cambridge,  Nov.  4,  1773. 
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July,  together  with  the  preceding  grace  5 
and,  in  an  appeal  to  the  members  of  the 
fen  ate,  which  was  immediately  circulated  in 
the  univerfity,*  I again  urged  thofe  reafons, 
which,  in  my  apprehenfion,  rendered  invalid 
the  refolution  of  the  twenty-firft  of  O&ober. 

Upon  the  following  day,  at  three  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  when,  on  account  of  the 
contefted  election  of  a chemical  profeffor, 
near  three  hundred  members  of  the  fenate 
were  prefen  t,  my  grace  was  read  the  fecond 
time  in  the  non-regent  houfe.  A non- 
placet being  put  in,  it  was  voted  in  that 
houfe,  and,  upon  the  fcrutiny,  the  numbers 
appeared  as  follow : non-placets  67,  pla- 
cets 38. 

Thus,  unconfcious  of  an  intention  to  mif- 
reprefent  the  conduct  of  any  gentleman  con- 
cerned, I have  continued  my  narrative  to  the 
prefent  hour ; and  have,  with  all  faithful- 
nefs,  unfolded  the  mod  material  circum- 
ftances,  attending  the  propofal  of  an  infti- 
tution,  which  has  long  appeared  to  me  moft 
likely  to  redore  our  credit  with  the  public. 
An  inftitution,  which,  after  many  ineffectual 

remon- 

[ * Containing  the  fubftance  of  the  preceding  note.  ] 
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remonftrances  of  a more  private  nature,  I 
was  at  length  prevailed  upon  to  propofe  to 
our  academical  corporation,  upon  the  en- 
couragement of  perfons,  whofe  characters  I 
reverence,  and  whofe  opinions,  in  whatever 
relates  to  the  advancement  of  literature,  and 
the  honour  of  our  univerfity,  I think  it  wif- 
dom  to  refpeCt. 

This  encouragement,  I truft,  would  be  a 
fufficient  apology,  in  the  eftimation  of  an  in- 
dulgent public,  for  the  part  I have  taken  in 
a queftion,  which  I was  induced  to  engage 
in,  from  a principle  of  affeCtion  to  the  inte- 
refts  of  our  univerfity,  and  a defire  of  being 
ufeful  in  my  generation,  without  the  re- 
moteft  profpeCt  of  temporal  emolument  to 
myfelf.  But  I reft  my  defence  upon  the 
merits  of  my  caufe.  Upon  the  fame  bafis, 
I reft  my  expectations  of  fuccefs.  If  I have 
formed  a wrong  judgment  concerning  the 
neceffity  of  academical  reformation ; if  the 
plan  I have  propofed,  after  that  fair  and  can- 
did difcufiion,  which  is  generally  afforded  to 
every  fubjeCt  of  apparent  confequence,  ffiall 
prove  to  be  either  impracticable  or  inexpedi- 
ent ; the  fyftem  itfelf,  together  with  the  argu- 
ments 
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ments  urged  in  its  favour,  will  foon  be  con- 
figned  to  deferved  oblivion.  On  the  contrary, 
if,  upon  an  impartial  inquiry  into  the  real  date 
of  the  cafe,  fentiments  of  a different  nature 
fhould  prevail,  the  preceding  inditution, 
haply  approved  by  the  friends  of  learning 
and  religion,  may  find  an  advocate  in  every 
thoughtful  parent’s  bread: : and,  in  fuch 
circumdances,  neither  the  force  of  partial 
interefts,  nor  of  unworthy  prejudices,  will 
any  longer  be  able  to  obdrud  its  edablifh- 
ment. 

Cambridge,  December  20,  1773* 
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FIRST  PUBLISHED  MDCCLXXIV. 


A P R O P O S A L,  &c. 


I t has  frequently  been  alferted,  that  the 
reparation  of  the  orders,  the  feverity  of  the 
penalty,  in  cafe  of  non-attendance,  together 
with  the  requifition  of  a greater  degree  of 
proficiency  in  literature,  than  is  provided  for 
in  the  public  lectures  of  each  fociety,  were 
the  main  reafons.  that  occafioned  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  graces,  propofed  on  the  1 9th  of 
laft  April,  for  the  eftablilhment  of  public 
examinations  in  the  univerfity  of  Cam- 
bridge. 

An  opinioa  alfo  very  generally  prevailed, 
that  fome  of  the  regulations,  recommended 
by  the  fyndics,  would  have  fucceeded,  if 
they  had  been  feparately  fubmitted  to  the 
fuffrages.  of  the  fenate. 

It  fhould  feem,  therefore,  that  there  is 
fufficient  ground  to  indulge  the  pleafing  ex- 
pectation, that  if  fuch  temperaments  were 
propofed,  as  fully  obviated  the  preceding  ob- 
jections, the  plan  of  the  very  learned  and 

2 very 
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very  able  committee  might  (till  be  adopted 
in  its  molt  elfential  parts  ; and  thus  the  uni-  * 
verfity  derive  credit,  and  the  nation  fubftan- 
tial  advantage,  from  the  labours  of  a fet  of 
men,  whole  acknowledged  abilities  and  re- 
fpedtable  Itation,  in  a peculiar  manner,  qua- 
lified them  for  the  difcharge  of  their  im- 
portant truft. 

With  this  view,  a member  of  the  acade- 
mical fenate  begs  leave  to  fuggelt  the  fol- 
lowing modification  of  the  late  committee’s 
fcheme.  He  has  carefully  confulted  fome 
of  the  molt  judicious  of  his  friends  upon  the 
fubjedt- matter  of  every  article  : he  has  en- 
deavoured to  draw  it  up  in  fuch  a manner, 
that  the  whole,  taken  together,  may  form 
one  confiltent,  practicable  plan ; while  at  the 
fame  time  it  is  fo  conltrudted,  that  the  fen- 
timents  of  the  fenate  may  be  feparately  taken 
upon  each  conftituent  part  ; in  order,  that, 
if  necefiity  require,  corrections  and  amend- 
ments may  be  admitted  in  every  fubfequent 
portion  of  the  inltitution,  without  injury  to 
thofe  that  may  happen  to  be  prey iou  fly  ap- 
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Tt  is  his  intention  to  proceed  upon  the 
following  principle,  viz. 

That  although  the  youth  of  this  place 
have,  in  general,  fufficient  means  of  infor- 
mation afforded  to  them  by  the  public  tutors, 
yet  that  fome thing  is  wanted  to  fecure  a pro- 
per degree  of  attention  to  the  cuftomary 
courfe  of  college  le&ures.* 

Z 3 With 

* It  may  be  expected,  that,  as  this  is  a fundamental 
principle,  I fhould  endeavour  to  eftablifh  it  by  a proof 
from  fails. 

But  . to  enter  into  fuch  a detail  as  would  be  neceflary 
for  this  purpofe,  cannot  certainly  be  a pleafing  employ- 
ment to  an  academical  man. 

And  as  what  I reluilantly  inferted,  relative  to  this 
fubjeCt,  in  a former  publication,  (fee  p.  262 — 277’ ) has 
never  been  controverted,  I will  fpare  myfelf  the  difagree- 
able  recital. 

Upon  the  prefent  occafion,  it  will  be  fufficient  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  friends  of  the  univerfity  have  frequently 
lamented  th&  prevalence  of  the  evil  I allude  to,  viz.  an 
almoft  univerfal  inattention  to  every  fpecies  of  ufeful 
literature,  accompanied  with  an  increafing  fpirit  of  dif- 
fipation  and  extravagance,  in  all  the  orders  of  our  youth. 

And,  that  there  appears  to  be  a very  general  conviction 
i'n  the  nation,  that  thefe  diforders,  whether  they  derive 
themfelves  from  a relaxed  ftate  of  difcipline,  or  the  ex- 
cedes  of  parental  indulgence,  require  the  introduction 
of  an  inftitution,  more  adapted  to  the  prefent  exigencies, 
than  any  hitherto  eftablifhed  in  either  univerfity. 
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With  a view  of  effe&ing  this  defirabltf 
purpofe,  it  is  propofed, 

I.  That  a public  examination  of  fuch 
noblemen  and  fellow-commoners,  as  have 
been  admitted  fince  the  friday,  next  after 
the  commencement  1774,  or  /hall  be  ad- 
mitted before  or  upon  the  friday,  next  after 
the  commencement  1775,  be  held  in  the 
fenate-houfe,  at  fome  time,  hereafter  to  be 
appointed  in  the  year  1776. 

II.  That  a public  examination  of  fuch 
penfioners  and  fizars,  as  have  been  admitted 
fince  the  friday,  next  after  the  commence- 
ment 1774,  or  fliall  be  admitted  before  or 
upon  the  friday,  next  after  the  commence- 
ment 1775,  be  held  in  the  fenate-houfe,  at 
fome  time,  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  in  the 
year  1776. 

III.  That  thefe  examinations  be  united, 
fo  as  to  conftitute  one  examination  of  all  the 
fludents  admitted  as  above. 

IV.  That  this  examination  be  held  upon 
the  third  monday,  tuefday,  and  wednefdayin 
November  1776,  from  nine  to  twelve  in  the 
mornings,  and  from  two  to  five  in  the  after- 
noons of  the  monday  and  tuefday. 

V.  That  each  perfon  attending  this  ex- 

amination 
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amination  be  examined  in  the  latin  and  greek 
claffics,  and  the  elements  of  geometry  and 
algebra. 

VI.  That,  at  this  examination,  the  ex- 
aminers hereafter  to  be  appointed  declare, 
in  a writing  to  be  delivered  to  tne  vice- 
chancellor,  which  of  the  perfons,  then  ex- 
amined, appear  upon  the  whole  to  be  the 
heft  fcholars,  not  diftinguifhing  more  than 
a third  part,  and  placing  the  perfons  fo  dif- 
tinguifhed  according  to  their  refpedive  order 
of  merit ; and  that  fuch  declaration  be  pub- 
lifhed  by  the  fenior  protftor  to  the  fenate,  at 
the  next  following  congregation,  and  copies 
thereof  fent  by  him  to  each  college. 

VII.  That  each  nobleman  and  fellow- 
commoner,  admitted  as  above,  be  fubje&ed 
to  one  other  public  examination,  and  that 
fuch  examination  be  held  upon  the  fourth 
monday,  tuefday  and  wednefday  in  No- 
vember 3777,  from  nine  to  twelve  in  the 
mornings,  and  from  two  to  five  in  the  after-* 
noons  of  the  monday  and  tuefday. 

VIII.  That  each  perfon,  attending  this 
examination,  be  examined  in  Locke’s  Efiay  on 
the  human  underftanding ; natural  philofo- 

. phy  i ai^td  modern  hiftory. 
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IX.  That  at  this  fecond  examination  of 
the  noblemen  andfellow^commoners,  in  No- 
vember 1777,  the  examiners  hereafter  to  be 
appointed  declare,  in  a writing  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  vice-chancellor,  which  of  the 
perfons,  then  examined,  appear  upon  the 
whole  to  be  the  bed  fcholars,  not  diftinguifh- 
ing  more  than  a third  part,  and  placing  the 
perfons  fo  diftinguilhed  according  to  their  re- 
fpedtive  order  of  merit;  and  that  fuch  declara- 
tion be  publifhed  by  the  .vice-chancellor  to 
thefenate  at  the  next  following  congregation, 
and  copies  thereof  tranfmitted  by  him  to  the 
chancellor  of  the  univerfity,  and  fent  to  each 
college. 

X.  That  perfons  changing  their  order  to 
become  fellow- commoners  be,  in  the  ex- 
aminations, claffed  with  fuch  as  are  of  the 
fame  {landing  with  themfelves  by  admif- 
fion. 

XI.  That  any  nobleman  and  fellow-com- 
moner admitted  as  above,  and  having  been 
refident,  who  fhall  abfent  himfelf  from  either 
of  the  preceding  examinations,  and  any  pen- 
fioner  and  fizar,  in  the  fame  circumdances, 
who  fhall  abfent  himfelf  from  the  firfl,  with- 
out 
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out  fufficient  reafon,  lhall  be  publicly  admo- 
niffied,  or  fubje&ed  to  fuch  other  academical 
cenfure,  fhort  of  ruftication,  as  the  vice- 
chancellor  and  the  two  pro&ors,  or  the  vice- 
chancellor  with  one  pro&or,  fhall  think  the 
cafe  deferves  : that  a reafon,  certified  to  the 
vice-chancellor  by  the  mailer  or  locum-te- 
nens  of  his  college,  and  approved  by  the  ma- 
jor part  of  the  vice-chancellor  and  heads 
then  refident,  be  deemed  fufficient  to  excufe 
any  perfon’s  abfence  from  a whole  examina- 
tion : and  that  a reafon,  approved  by  the 
major  part  of  the  feven  examiners,  hereafter 
-to  be  appointed,  be  deemed  fufficient  to  ex- 
cufe any  perfon’s  abfence  from  any  part  of 
an  examination. 

XII.  That  a fimilar  courfe  be  obferved  in 
the  cafe  of  all  the  academic  youth,  who 
ffiall  be  admitted  in  each  fucceeding  year. 

XIII.  That  feven  examiners,  members  of 
the  fenate,  or  bachelors  of  law  or  phyfic, 
be  annually  appointed  from  the  feveral  col- 
leges, in  the  order  of  the  cycle  of  opponents 
in  divinity:  except  that  Trinity-hall  be  added 
to  King’s  college,  and  that  the  mode  of  ap- 
pointing 
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pointing  its  own  examiners  be  left  to  each 
college. 

XIV.  That  King’s  college  fhall  appoint 
an  examiner  each  of  the  firft  two  years,  and 
Trinity-hall  the  third  year,  and  fo  always: 
that  where  three  colleges  are  laid  together 
to  provide  one  examiner,  they  have  the  ap- 
pointment according  to  feniority  of  founda- 
tion : and  that  the  feven  examiners,  fo  ap- 
pointed, be  prefented  to  the  vice-chancellor, 
on  or  before  the  nth  of  June  every  year. 

XV.  That  at  thefird  examination  in  No- 
vember 1776,  all  the  feven  examiners  ex- 
amine fuch  dudents  as  fliall  then  attend  : 
that  at  the  examinations  in  November  1777, 
the  two  fenior  of  the  feven  examine  the 
noblemen  and  fellow- commoners  of  the 
fenior  year  ; the  other  five,  the  fiudents  of 
the  junior  year,  and  fo  always. 

XVI.  That  befides  the  feven  appointed 
examiners,  any  member  of  the  fenate,  or 
bachelor  of  law  or  phyfic,  be  at  liberty  to 
examine. 

XVII.  That  each  of  the  feven  examiners 
receive  a gratuity  of  ten  guineas,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  univerfity  ched : that  every  noble- 
man 
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man  and  fellow-commoner,  who  fhall  be 
admitted  after  the  12th  of  November  1774? 
pay  at  his  admiffion  two  guineas,  and  every 
penftoner  half  a guinea,  towards  replacing 
in  the  cheft  fuch  fums  as  fhall  be  thence  fo 
blued  : and  that  all  perfons  already  admitted 
and  fubjedled  to  the  above-mentioned  ex- 
aminations, be  charged  with  the  fame  pay- 
ments at  the  clofe  of  the  prefent  quarter. 

XVIII.  That  the  monies  fo  charged  at 
the  admiffions  of  noblemen,  fellow-com- 
moners, and  penfioners,  be  accounted  for 
to  the  vice-chancellor,  on  the  faturdays, 
next  before  the  days  of  examination,  by  thek 
refpeftive  tutors,  who  fhall,  at  the  fame 
times,  deliver  lifts  of  fuch  of  their  pupils, 
as  are  to  be  examined,  with  the  dates  of 
their  admiffions.* 

If  the  preceding  plan  were  put  in  execu- 
tion, it  is  humbly  conceived,  that  the  fellow- 
commoners  and  penfioners  may  continue  to 
attend  the  fame  public  le&ures;  that  it 

would 

* [ Thepropofitions  which  were  fubmitted  to  the  fe- 
nate,  061.  28,  1774,  were  a revifed  copy  of  the  fore- 
going, and  are  preferved  under  that  date,  in  the  me^ 
moirs  of  the  life  of  the  author.  J 
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Would  cOrrefpond  with  the  general  courfe, 
given  at  prefent  in  every  college,  during  the 
firft  and  fecond  years  of  refidence  ; and  that 
it  would  not  materially  interfere  with  the 
fcheme  of  examinations  now  eftablifhed  at 
St.  John’s  college;* 

But  in  order  that  the  advantages,  which 
I apprehend  would  refult  from  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  late  committee’s  regulations,  as 
modified  in  the  foregoing  pages,  may  be 
more  clearly  difcerned,  I will  fubjoin  fome 
obfervations  in  a regular  feries,  upon  fuch 
of  the  preceding  proportions,  as  feem  to  re- 
quire illuflration. 

I.  I trufl  that  there  is  no  occafion  to  begin 

thefe 

* This  laft  is  a circumftance,  which,  without  a com- 
pliment to  a gentleman,  who  certainly  merits  none  at 
my  hands,  is  unqueftionably  deferving  of  fome  attention. 
For,  as,  on  the  one  fide,  it  is  not  reafonable  that  the 
univerfity  fhould  decline  embracing  a meafure,  that  is 
likely  to  be  attended  with  general  advantage,  becaufe  it 
may,  perhaps,  render  lefs  neceffary  Dr.  Powell's  merely 
local  inftitution ; fo,  on  the  other,  it  is  but  fair  and 
equitable,  that  the  fcheme  of  literary  difcipline,  adopted 
by  the  univerfity,  fhould  be  conftrudted  in  fuch  a man- 
ner, as  not  to  run  counter  to  the  doctor’s  long  eflablifhed 
particular  courfe,  which  has  hitherto  been  very  fuc- 
cefsful,  unlcfs  the  mofl  evident  neceffity  fhould  fo  re- 
quire. 
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thefe  obfervations  with  a demonftration  of 
the  expediency  of  the  propofed  inflitution, 
in  the  cafe  of  youth  of  fuperior  rank  and 
fortune.  I will  only  add,  to  what  I have 
already  obferved  in  my  former  publication 
on  this  fubjedt,  that  it  is  not  merely  the  refi- 
dence  of  noble  youth,  which  gives  a luftre 
to  this  feminary  ; nor  is  it  the  recolledtion. 
of  the  pleafurable  fcenes  they  have  enjoyed 
here,  which  endears  the  remembrance  of  it 
to  them  at  a future  period.  It  is  only  by  the 
confcioufnefs  that  we  have  contributed  to 
the  forming  of  their  minds  to  a love  of  virtue 
and  a love  of  fcience,  that  we  can  be  enabled 
hereafter  to  recognize  our  relation  to  them 
with  real  fentiments  of  fatisfa&ion.  And  it 
is  the  full  convidtion  on  their  part,  that  they 
have  derived  from  us  the  principles  of  found 
morality,  the  rudiments  of  ufeful  knowledge, 
that  can  alone  induce  them  to  regard  us 
with  a reciprocal  efteem. 

II.  As  the  bachelor’s  degree,  on  account 
of  its  diftance  from  the  time  of  admiflion,' 
does  not  feem  tq  furniih  a fufficient  incen- 
tive to  youthful  emulation,  at  the  feafon 
when  fuch  a principle  would  be  of  greateft 

ule. 
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ufe,  the  inftitution  of  at  leafl  one  examina- 
tion of  the  penfioners  and  fizars,  at  an  earlier 
period,  appears  to  be  an  expedient,  and,  in* 
deed,  a very  neceffary  meafure.  Further 
arguments  in  favour  of  fuch  an  inftitution 
may  be  col  led!  ed  from  what  I have  noticed, 
with  refpedt  to  the  prefent  mode  of  educa- 
tion at  Cambridge,  in  my  “ Remarks”  on 
that  fubjedt. 

The  judicious  resolution,  cited  below,* 

will, 

/ \ 

* Declaration  publiihed  by  the  vice-chancellor. 
May  20,  1774. 

(COPY.) 

Whereas  it  appears  to  be  the  general  opinion  of 
ihofe,  who  have  of  late  years  examined  the  candidates  for 
the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts,  that  fuch  candidates  have 
applied  too  much  to  the  abftrufer  parts  of  mathematics, 
negledting  the  ftudy  of  natural  philofophy,  and  even  of 
the  elements  of  mathematics  ; which  opinion  prevailed1 
alfo  among  the  fyndics,  appointed  to  deliberate  upon  the 
grace  which  pafled  the  fenate  on  the  17  th  of  February 
laft,  as  is  manifeft  from  the  19th  of  their  refolutions  : 

“ The  vice-chancellor  takes  the  liberty  of  defiring 
the  tutors  of  every  college  to  communicate  to  their  pu- 
pils the  following  refolution,  which,  he  is  authorifed  to 
. fay,  has  been  agreed  upon  by  thofe  perfons,  who  are 
likely  to  be  the  pro&ors  and  moderators  of  the  enfuing 
year. 


That 
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will,  in  all  probability,  produce  the  intended 
effedt.  It  may  be  the  means  of  fubdituting 
fubftantial  fcience  in  the  place  of  that  vain 
femblance  of  it,  which,  of  late,  has  fo 
much  difgraced  us.  But  as  it  provides  no 
remedy  for  that  early  diflipation,  which  the 
utmod  diligence  of  the  tutors  hath  hitherto 
been  unable  to  prevent,  the  reafons  for  in- 
troducing a more  powerful  call  to  attention, 
than  fubfifts  at  prefent,  dill  remain  in  full 
force.  * 

It 

“ That  unlefs  a perfon  be  found  to  have  a competent 
knowledge  of  Euclid’s  Elements,  and  of  the  plainer 
parts  of  the  four  branches  of  natural  philofophy,  no  at- 
tention will  be  paid  to  his  other  mathematical  know- 
ledge. And  that  in  every  branch  of  fcience,  the  cleareft 
and  molt  accurate  knowledge,  rather  than  the  moft  ex- 
tenfive,  will  be  regarded  as  the  belt  claim  to  academical 
honours.” 

* It  may  be  further  obferved  under  this  head,  that 
although  very  valuable  improvements  in  ufeful  litera- 
ture may  be  expedled  to  flow  from  the  inftitution  in 
queftion ; yet  that  the  means  of  attaining  thefe  very  im- 
provements are  intended  to  be  fubfervient  alfo  to  objects 
ftill  more  noble  and  important.  Idlenefs  is  the  root  of 
every  evil.  But  the  youth,  whofe  opening  powers  of 
reafon  are  invited  to  unfold  themfelves  by  the  call  of 
emulation,  and  who  is,  for  the  moft  part,  ufefully  em- 
ployed, will,  in  all  probability,  be  temperate,  frugal, 
aqd  difcreet,  with  refpedt  to  every  other  part  of  his  de-* 
meanour, 
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It  is  alfo  fubmitted  to  the  judgment  of 
thole  gentlemen,  who  are  apprehenfive  that 
the  interefls  of  mathematics  will  be  affedted 
by  any  alterations  in  our  fyftem,  whether 
the  application  of  the  penlioner  and  fizar  to 
the  courfe,  prefcribed  for  the  degree  of  ba- 
chelor of  arts,  can  poffibly  be  endangered  by 
an  examination,  intended  to  take  place  above 
two  years  before  the  examination  for  fuch 
degree,  and  of  which  the  elements  of  algebra 
and  Euclid  are  to  form  a part. 

Ill,  I have  already  hinted  to  my  readers, 
that  the  feparation  of  the  noblemen  and 
fellow-commoners  from  the  penfioners  and 
fizars,  in  the  fcheme  of  examinations  pro- 
pofed  by  the  fyndicate,  was  confidered  as  a 
material  and  fundamental  objection  againft 
the  whole  inflitution, 

It  was  urged  in  favour  of  fuch  feparation, 
that  the  views  and  purfuits  of  the  ftudents 
of  the  higher  orders  being  materially  diffe- 
rent from  thofe  of  inferior  degree,  it  was 
reafonable  that  their  courfe  of  ftudy  fhould 
be  alfo  different. 

It  was  further  maintained,  that  many 
fludents  of  family  and  fortune  would  be  dif- 

cou  raged 
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couraged  by  the  too  probable  ill  fuccefs  of 
their  labours  ; inafmuch  as  they  mud  fore- 
fee, that  in  mod  indances  they  would  be 
out-done  by  thofe  perfons,  in  whofe  cafe  the 
call  of  neceflity  would  be  added  to  the  in- 
centive of  emulation. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  afierted,  that  a 
feparation  of  the  orders,  upon  fuch  an  occa- 
fion,  and  a didindtion  of  dudies,  would  not 
be  dridtly  academical,  and  might  be  edeem- 
ed  invidious  : that  fome  perfons  were  to 
be  found  in  the  rank  of  penfioners,  fuperior 
in  point  both  of  family  and  fortune,  to  fe~ 
veral  of  the  order  above  them : that  the 

noblemen  and  fellow-commoners,  having 
more  expended  on  their  education,  come 
generally  better  prepared  in  clafiical  know- 
ledge; had  often  an  higher  fenfe  of  honour, 
in  confequence  of  their  fuperior  dation  ; and 
that  in  St.  John’s  college,  where  they  were 
examined  indifcriminately  with  the  red,  no 
inconveniencies,  but,  on  the  contrary,  great 
advantages,  were  derived  from  fubjedting  all 
orders  to  the  fame  difcipline,  and  from  pro- 
pofing  to  the  emulation  of  all  who  attend 
***  A a -the 
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the  fame  public  lectures,  the  fame  rewards 
of  fuccefsful  application. 

I will  not  enter  into  a minute  difcuffion 
of  the  merits  of  this  controverfy.  I will 
only  beg  leave  to  refer  it  to  the  confideration 
of  my  attentive  reader,  whether,  by  uniting 
all  orders  in  an  examination  at  the  clofe  of 
the  firfl  year,  and  by  fubjedting  only  noble- 
men and  fellow-commoners  to  a fecond  ex-* 
amination,  every  inconvenience,  infilled  upon 
by  the  partizans  of  either  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion,  may  not  be  happily  avoided. 

IV.  The  month  of  November,  1776,  is 
thought  preferable  to  any  other  feafon,  for 
the  firfl  examination  of  the  iludents,  ad- 
mitted as  above ; becaufe,  at  that  time,  the 
Iludents  of  all  denominations  will  have  gone 
through  a complete  courfe  of  ledtures  with 
the  public  tutors,  in  dailies,  algebra,  and 
Euclid  ; and  alfo  have  had  fufficient  leifure, 
during  the  fummer  months,  to  review  and 
to  digefl  thofe  ledtures  : the  initiatory  courfe 
in  every  fociety  beginning  in  November,  and 
ending  in  June  following.  The  time  of  va- 
cation will  alfo  probably  be  Shortened,  in 
confluence  of  this  arrangement,  as  the  flu- 

dents 
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dents  will  be  dilpofed  to  return  earlier  in 
Ofiober  than  they  are  wont  to  do  at  prefent, 
in  order  the  better  to  prepare  themfeives  foi 
the  enfuing  examination. 

V.  An  examination  in  the  latin  and  greek 
clafhcs,  although  it  may  afford  to  the  in-* 
duflrious  fludent  an  opportunity  of  difiin- 
guifhing  himfelf  alfo  in  composition,  and 
in  ancient  hiftory,  will  not  require  fo  great 
a degree  of  application  as  may  be  at  firffc 
fuppofed.  Nor  will  a preparation  tor  it 
preclude  a proper  meafure  of  improvement, 
in  the  elementary  parts  of  geometry  and  al- 
gebra. 

It  mull:  be  confidered,  that,  with  refpeft 
to  c'laffical  knowledge,  the  ftudent  comes  to 
the  univerfity  already  prepared.  And  if  this 
fhould  not  univerfally  be  the  cafe,  yet  the 
eflablifhment  of  academical  examinations 
will,  by  a reflex  aft,  fecure  a greater  degree 
of  previous  attention  to  this  fpecies  of  lite- 
rature in  each  inferior  feminary.  This  ex- 
amination alfo  will  naturally  be  underflood 
to  be  retrained  to  fuch  books  as  are  the 
fubjeft  of  college  left u res,  or  mod:  com- 
monly are  read  in  fchools. 

A a 2 
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But  if  it  be  the  prefent  fentiment,  or  ex- 
perience fliould  hereafter  prove,  that  the 
proportion  is  too  indefinite,  particular  books, 
or  portions  of  books,  may  be  fpecified  by 
fubfequent  regulations,  as  circumftanceslhall 
require. 

In  order  more  diftindtly  to  perceive  the 
propriety  of  an  examination  in  the  elements 
of  algebra  and  geometry,  it  will  be  neceftary 
to  recoiled!,  that  the  more  immediate  pur- 
pofe  of  public  examinations  is  to  engage  the 
attention  of  youth  to  the  cuftomary  courfe 
o£  college  ledtures.  * This  courfe,  for  the 
hr  ft  year,  conftfts  of  ledtures  in  claftics,  in 
arithmetic,  the  fundamental  principles  of 

algebra, 

* I am  happy  in  finding  myfelf  to  be  of  the  fame 
opinion,  as  to  the  immediate  end  of  public,  examina- 
tions, with  the  candid  author  of  a Propofal,  dated  April 
the  2.5th,  1774,  which  was  circulated  in  the  univerfity, 
and  inferted  in  many  of  the  public  papers.  I will  take 
the  liberty  of  extracting  the  following  fentences  from  it, 
as  containing  the  bed  illuftration  of  my  own  idea. 
“ The  chief  indrudtion  which  the  youth  of  the  univer- 
fity receive  is  from  the  ledtures  of  the  tutors.  If  the 
public  examinations  can  be  adapted  to  thefe  ledtures, 
they  mud  have  a conftant  daily  influence  upon  the 
hearers,  and  make  them  more  attentive  to  every  thing 
they  are  taught.” 
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algebra,  the  elements  of  Euclid,  and,  in 
fome  few  focieties,  Duncan’s  logic.  If  it  is 
improper  that  our  academical  youth,  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  more  elevated  profpeCts, 
Ihould  be  examined  in  fuch  fubjeCts,  lectures 
upon  them  are  alfo  improper.  But  no  per- 
fon,  who  reflects  how  much  the  judgment 
and  invention  are  afiided  by  a temperate  ex- 
ercife  of  the  rational  powers  in  mathemati- 
cal purfuits,  and  in  how  fhort  a time,  with 
proper  application,  a competency  of  this 
fpecies  of  knowledge  may  be  obtained,  will 
be  tempted  to  with  the  minuted;  alteration 
in  our  initiatory  courfe, 

> 

VI.  Much  has  been  urged,  in  converfa- 
tion,  by  the  opponents  of  the  projected 
meafures,  to  evince,  that  the  pafiion  of  emu- 
lation, becaufe  fometimes  found,  in  parti- 
cular circumftances,  to  be  productive  of 
envy,  ought  not  to  be  encouraged  in  the 
breads  of  youth.  And  it  has  been  con- 
tended, that  no  improvement  in,  literature  is 
likely  to  be  attended  with  beneficial  fruits 
in  focial  life,  unlefs  fuch  improvement  be 
the  refult  of  a full  conviction  of  its  utility. 

In  reply  to  fuch  objections  I would  ob- 
A a 3 ferve. 
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ferve,  that  our  prefent  fubjed  of  debate  is 
not-  concerning  the  beft  mode  of  educating 
youth,  or  the  be  ft  motives  to  improvement 
in  fcience,  but  concerning  the  beft  means  of 
obviating  inconveniencies,  that  arife  from  a 
form  of  education  already  eftabliffied,  and 
ftill  likely  to  prevail.  Other  moae$  of  edu- 
cation have  their  peculiar  advantages,  which 
I by  no  means  call  in  queftion.  But  in  a 
ft  tuation,  circumftanced  as  Cambridge,  where 
fafhion  and  example,  united  with  every  other 
temptation  to  each  ruinous  and  illiberal  in- 
dulgence, exert  an  unremitted  influence,  in 
oppofition  to  the  calls  of  duty,  and  dictates 
of  right  reafon,  I will  venture  to  affirm, 
that  a very  fmall  portion  of  the  numbers, 
annually  admitted  there,  conduct  themfelves 
in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  fatisfy  the  reafon- 
able  expectations  of  their  friends,  without 
having  found  themfelves  aduated,  in  fome 
one  period  of  their  refidence,  by  the  gene- 
rous glow  of  an  emulative  fpirit.  A very 
neceflary  caution  is,  however,  to  be  obferved 
in  this  cafe;  and  the  fyndics  have,  in  fad, 
attended  to  it,  with  their  ufual  judgment. 
They  have  propofed  fuch  incitements  as  will 

roufe 
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roufe  the  fpirit  of  induftry  in  the  youth  of 
courage  and  ability,  without  depreffing  the 
minds  of  thofe,  who,  with  parts  lefs  bril- 
liant, or  inferior  refolution,  may  dill  be 
ufeful  and  valuable  members  of  fociety. 

In  the  prefent  indance,  it  may  be  con- 
tended, that  as  each  dudent  will  afterwards 
have  an  opportunity  of  appearing  with  ho- 
nour ; viz.  the  nobleman  and  fellow-com- 
moner in  the  following  November ; the  pen- 
fioner  and  fizar  at  the  time  of  the  bachelors 
degree ; and  as  the  names  of  thofe,  who  have 
acquitted  themfelves  to  the  fatisfadlion  of 
their  examiners,  will  generally  be  known  in 
the  univerfity ; the  diftin&ions,  propofed  in 
the  article  immediately  under  our  confide- 
ration,  are  not  fo  necefiary  as  in  the  fub- 
fequent  examination  of  the  noblemen  and 
fellow-commoners  in  November  1777.  If 
this  fhould  prove  to  be  the  general  fenti- 
ment,  many  objections,  that  have  been  urged 
againd  the  joining  of  all  orders  of  youth  in 
the  fame  examination,  would  immediately 
difappear. 

But,  for  my  own  part,  I mud  confefs,  I 
fee  no  objection  to  the  edablifhment  of  this 

A a 4 article 
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article  in  its  prefent  form.  If,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  fome,  its  expediency  fhould  appear 
queftionable,  let  fuch  recoiled!,  that  the 
fame  power,  which  eftablilhes,  can  alfo  a- 
brogate  or  amend,  as  experience,  the  grand 
corre&refs  of  human  projects,  fhall  appear 
to  dictate. 

VIT.  A fecond  examination  of  the  pen- 
fioners  and  fizars,  whofe  minds  at  this  time 
will  begin  to  be  agitated  by  the  nearer  pro- 
ipedt  of  their  degree,  is  certainly  not  fo  ef- 
fential  as  a fecond  examination  of  the  noble- 
men and  fellow- commoners ; who,  as  it 
was  before  obferved,  generally  leave  us  after 
a little  more  than  two  years  relidence.  And 
yet,  I muffc  own,  that  I by  no  means  per- 
ceive the  force  of  the  objection,  frequently 
urged  againft  fuch  examination,  viz.  that  a 
preparation  for  it  would  interfere  with  their 
preparation  for  the  public  fchools;  in  which 
they  will  be  called  upon  to  appear  as  dif- 
putants  in  the  enfuing  January.  But  I be- 
lieve the  general  opinion  at  Cambridge  is 
unfavourable  to  the  inftitution  of  more  than 
one  examination  for  the  penfioners  and  ii- 
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zars ; and,  therefore,  more  than  one  is  not 
propofed. 

VIII.  Cladics  are  not  propofed  as  the  fub- 
jeCt  matter  of  this  examination,  becaufe  they 
are  not  contained  in  the  courfe  of  college 
leCtures  for  the  fecond  year.  Locke’s  Eflay 
on  the  human  underbanding,  if  I am  not 
deceived,  forms  a part  of  this  courfe  in  all 
our  focieties.  And  mod:  unquebionably  with 
great  propriety ; as  it  contains  the  principles 
of  the  founded;  logic,  of  the  mod  rational 
metaphydcs,  and  of  the  bed:  morality.  The 
budy  of  natural  philofophy  is  not  only  plead- 
ing, but  is  pregnant  aifo  with  innumerable 
advantages.  The  mod;  popular  parts  are 
chiefly  infilled  upon  in  the  public  lectures, 
i.  e.  thofe  parts  which  are  mod  eafy  of  com- 
prehenfion,  and  bear  the  mod  intimate  con- 
nection with  the  exigencies  and  elegancies  of 
focial  life.  The  noblemen  and  fellow  com- 
moners hear  ledures  upon  its  four  branches, 
together  with  the  dudents  of  the  inferior 
orders ; and,  therefore,  a proficiency,  propor- 
tionable to  the  degree  of  attention,  which 
is  allowed  to  it  in  the  leCtures  of  the  fecond 
year,  may  with  reafon  be  expeCted. 


It 
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It  imuft  indeed  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
courfe  of  ftudy,  traced  out  in  thispropofitioq, 
as  well  as  the  fyftem  of  which  it  is  a part, 
is  capable  of  improvements.  Proper  amend- 
ments may  hereafter  be  fuggefted  and  will 
certainly  be  admitted  with  greater  eafe,  if, 
previoufly  recommended  by  the  example  of 
private  focieties,  they  be  gradually  introduced 
into  the  general  plan.  But  the  foundation 
muff  firft  be  laid  in  corrreCted  manners, 
and  regularly  formed  habits  of  attention. 
The  fecuring  of  thofe  important  points, 
which  I truft  the  eftablifhment  of  the  pro- 
jected institution  would  enable  us  to  accom- 
plifli,  is  a preliminary  ftep,  indifpenfably  ne- 
ceffary  in  our  progrefs  towards  perfection. 

It  is  prefumed  that  the  infertion  of  mo- 
dern hiftory,  the  only  part  of  the  propofed 
tourfe,  which  is  not  provided  for  in  the  lec- 
tures of  each  fociety,  will  not  appear  liable 
to  any  juft  exceptions.  An  opportunity  of 
information,  deferving  of  the  moft  fedulous 
attention,  is  now  very  generally  afforded  to 
the  nobleman  and  fellow- commoner,  in 
confequence  of  the  late  inflitution  of  pub- 
lic leCtures  on  this  interesting  fubjeCt. 

IX.  The 
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IX.  The  incitements  to  literary  induftry, 
contained  in  this  propofition,  appear  to  be 
very  judicioudy  fuited  to  the  cafe  in  cjuef- 
tion.  Were  they  to  be  adopted  by  our  aca- 
demical fenate,  Cambridge  would  foon  be 
rendered,  by  the  fuperiority  of  her  generous 
difcipline,  the  favoured  refort  of  noble  youth, 
and  thus  become  a feminary,  to  which  the 
nation  might  hereafter  own  itfelf  indebted 
for  the  moft  illudrious  examples  of  public 
virtue. 

A book  has  lately  been  formed  by  the  re- 
gidrary  of  the  univerdty,  for  the  purpofe 
of  infer  ting  the  names  of  thofe  ftudents, 
who  have  obtained,  or  fhall  hereafter  obtain 
the  medals  and  prizes,  given  by  the  chan- 
cellor and  univerdty  members  ; or  fhall  be 
ptherwife  didinguifhed  for  improvements 
in  literature.  It  might  not  be  improper  to 
jtranfcribe  the  honourable  tedimony,  recom- 
mended by  the  fyndicate  in  the  prefent  in- 
dance, into  this  book. 

I would  further  obferve,  with  refped:  to 
the  article  under  condderation,  that  our 
‘‘  ahna  mater”  has  every  reafon  to  fuppofe, 

|hat  her  prefent  chancellor  would  not  be  in- 
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attentive  to  thefe  authentic  memorials  of 
the  literary  merit  of  her  fens.  If  other  evi- 
dences were  wanting  of  anaffe&ionate  regard, 
-his  grace’s  very  explicit,  and  truly  honour- 
able approbation  of  the  regulations  propofed 
by  the  late  committee,  is  fufficient  to  con- 
vince us,  that  he  is  dneerely  difpofed  to  co- 
operate with  us  in  every  meafure,  which  we 
/hall  judge  conducive  to  the  improvement 
of  the  noble  and  ingenuous  youth,  intruded 
to  our  care,  in  habits  of  virtue  and  induf- 
trious  application. 

XI.  The  fandtion,  contained  in  the  tenth 
article  of  the  regulations,  propofed  by  the 
late  lyndicate,  was  much  objected  to  on  ac- 
count of  its  feverity.  And  fome  doubts 
were  raifed  concerning  the  power  of  the  uni- 
verfity  to  enforce  its  execution. 

Without  entering  into  the  merits  of  this 
latter  controverfy,  I fhall  only  obferve,  that 
if  fandtions  lefs  fevere  will  fecure  the  obedi- 
ence of  the  dudent,  they  ought  certainly  to 
be  adopted  in  preference  to  thofe  of  a more 
rigorous  kind;  and  that  the  mod  lenient 
meafures  fhould  always  fird  be  tried.  As 
parents  and  guardians  may  naturally  be  ex- 
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pefled  to  add  their  influence  to  the  authority 
of  the  tutors  and  the  heads  of  houfes,  it  ap- 
pears very  improbable,  that  there  fhould 
be  occahon  for  the  inflidlion  of  any  acade- 
mical cenfures  whatfoever,  at  the  firft  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  propofed  inftitution ; and 
jfill  more  improbable,  that  there  fhould  be 
a neceflity  for  them  at  any  future  period. 

It  alfodeferves  to  be  confidered,  whether 
the  apprehenfions  of  youth  are  not  much 
more  likely  to  be  alarmed,  and  their  cheer- 
ful compliance  with  the  propofed  regula- 
tions confequently  impeded,  when  they  per- 
ceive that  an  inftitution,  introduced  for  the 
purpofe  of  calling  forth,  the  free  exercife  of 
their  emulative  powers,  aftumes  a gloomy, 
melancholy  air,  the  unavoidable  confequence 
of  its  being  guarded  by  fo  fevere  a penalty 
as  expulfion. 

XIII.  XIV.  The  mode  of  appointing  the 
examiners,  recommended  in  thefe  articles, 
was  fo  intirely  approved  by  the  univerfity, 
that  it  would  be  highly  prefumptuous  in  me 
to  propofe  the  flighted  amendment.  The 
time  of  prefentation  to  the  vice-chancellor 
is  indeed  unavoidably  altered,  on  account  of 

the 
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the  propofed  alteration  in  the  time  of  the 
examinations. 

The  more  attentively  the  fubjedt  is  con- 
fidered,  the  more  clearly,  I am  perfuaded,  it 
will  appear,  that  academical  knowledge 
would,  in  various  ways  and  meafures,  be  ad- 
vanced by  the  propofed  inftitution.  The 
degree  of  credit,  that  would  neceflarily  be 
annexed  to  the  office  of  an  examiner,  might 
be  the  means  of  inviting  many  of  the  refi- 
dent  bachelors  of  arts,  who  are  approaching 
to  the  rank  of  regent  mailers,  to  a hill  more 
animated  degree  of  attention  to  each  branch 
of  ufeful  literature. 

XV.  This  method  of  dividing  the  num- 
ber of  the  examiners  is  intended  to  have  re- 
fpedt  to  the  number  of  the  ftudents.  It  is 
fuppofed,  that  about  twenty- five  or  thirty 
noblemen  and  fellow-commoners  are  ad- 
mitted each  year,  and  about  an  hundred  or 
more  of  the  inferior  orders.  If  the  former 
are  always  examined  feparately  from  the 
reft,  there  muft  alfo  be  a further  divifion  of 
thofe  examiners,  who  are  affigned  to  the 
junior  year.  But  this  may  be  eafily  fettled 
among  the  examiners  themfelves. 

XVI.  The 
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XVI.  The  plan  of  the  examination,  a- 
dopted  in  the  refolutions  of  the  late  fyndi- 
cate,  is  the  fame  with  that  which  is  purfued 
fo  fuccefsfully  at  the  time  of  the  bachelor’s 
degree,  and  is  at  large  defcribed  in  my  for- 
mer publication^ 

It  has,  however,  frequently  been  urged 
as  an  objection  to  the  regulations  in  queftion, 
that  all  young  men  are  not  equally  qualified 
to  hand  the  terrors  of  a public  examination : 
and,  confequently,  that  modeft  merit  will 
often  remain  unrewarded. 

I am  not  furprifed  that  perfons,  who  are 
ftrangers  to  our  method  of  conducting  pub- 
lic examinations,  fhould  think  that  there  is 
fome  force  in  this  objection.  But  it  is  in- 
conceivable that  it  fhould  ever  ferioufly  be 
urged  by  any  gentleman,  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  folemn  trials  of  the  ftudents,  every 
half  year  at  St.  John’s  college,  and,  every 
quarter,  in  the  univerfity  of  Dublin. 

In  the  former  of  thefe  feminaries,  the 
queftions  are  propofed,  and  the  anfwers 
given,  in  the  prefence  of  the  whole  fociety; 
in  the  latter,  in  the  hearing  of  the  divifioo, 

which 
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which  confifts  fometimes  of  between  twenty 
and  thirty  perfons.  Whereas  in  the  exa- 
mination for  the  bachelors  degree,  which  is 
. propofed  as  the  model  of  the  new  exami- 
nations, being  indeed  the  only  practicable 
model,  feldom  more  than  fix  are  examined 
together  at  the  moderator’s  tables ; which 
tables  ftand  at  a diftance  from  each  other, 
and  are  intirely  withdrawn  from  public  ob- 
fervation.  The  examination  by  the  other 
members  of  the  fenate  is  ftill  more  private, 
the  examiner  and  the  fiudent  always  retir- 
ing to  a place  by  themfelves. 

To  all  who  {hall  attentively  inquire  into 
the  nature  and  circumfiances  of  this  cele- 
brated examination,  its  conflitution  will 
appear  moil  admirable,*  whether  we  con- 
fider  the  inducements  it  affords  to  diligence 
in  the  examining  parties,  the  guards  it  op- 
pofes  to  partiality,  or  the  means  it  provides 
for  eliciting  the  mofi  latent  merit  of  the 
fludent.  It  is  moreover  conducted  with 
lingular  humanity  in  every  cafe  that  requires 
it.  Infomuch,  that  I believe  fcarcely  a 
lingle  infiance  can  be  produced  of  a perfon, 

who 
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who  failed  in  obtaining  the  degree  of  credit 
he  deferved,  through  diffidence  of  his  abili- 
ties;  while  many  occur,  every  year,  of  thofe, 
who  having  failed  in  the  public  deputations, 
where  effrontery  is  more  fuccefsful,  have 
afterwards  in  the  fenate-houfe,  by  the  uni- 
verfal  fuffrage,  been  inverted  with  thofe  ac- 
cumulated honours,  which  real  abilities, 
united  with  their  mod:  amiable  attendant, 
modeffy,  fo  juftly  demand. 

XVII.  XVIII.  Thefe  proportions  are 
tranfcribed  from  the  refolutions  of  the  fyndi- 
cate,  altered  only  with  refpedt  to  dates.  It 
will  be  fufficient  to  obferve  that,  at  the  time 
of  their  publication,  they  were  very  gene- 
rally approved. 


Having  now  exhibited  that  form  of  lite- 
rary difcipline,  which,  upon  the  matured;  re- 
flection, appears  mod:  practicable  in  our  pre- 
fent  circumftances  ; having  alfo  endeavoured 
to  ertablifh  the  propriety  of  each  particular 
meafuire  by  fuch  arguments,  as  to  my  appre- 
hendon  are  conclufive,  I have  only  further 
to  add  at  prefent,  that,  in  compliance  with 
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V. 

the  deft  re  of  many  judicious  and  refpedlable 
friends,  I intend  to  offer  the  preceding  pro- 
portions, in  feparate  graces,  to  our  acade- 
mical fenate,  upon  fome  day  near  the  clofe 
of  the  enfuing  October : trufling,  that  the 
fame  generofity  and  candour,  which  I have 
hitherto  experienced,  in  fuch  abundant  mea- 
fure,  from  the  numerous  patrons  of  the  pro- 
pofed  infHtution,  will  continue  to  attend  my 
well  intentioned  efforts  to  promote  the  in- 
terefls  of  virtue,  and  advance  the  caufe  of 
ufeful  learning. 

July  17,  1774. 
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tc  An  englifh  citizen,  or,  if  you  will,  fenator,  (for 
this  is  the  Ration  to  which  our  greater  citizens  do,  and 
our  beft  fhould  afpire)  can  never  acquit  himfelf  of  the 
duties  he  owes  his  country,  under  this  character,  but  by 
furnifhing  himfelf  with  all  thofe  qualities  of  the  head 
and  heart,  which  his  fupericr  rank  and  pretenfions  de- 
mand.” Bp.  Hurd’s  Moral  and  political  dialogues, 
vol.  iii.  p.  69. 

“To  think  juftly,  to  write  well,  to  fpeak  agreeably, 
are  the  three  great  ends  of  academic  inftru&ion.  The 
univerfities  will  excufe  me,  if  I obferve,  that  both  are,  in 
one  refpedl  or  other,  defective  in  thefe  three  capital 
points  of  education.  While  in  Cambridge  the  general 
application  is  turned  altogether  on  fpeculative  know- 
ledge, with  little  regard  to  polite  letters,  tafte,  or  ftyle  : 
in  Oxford,  the  whole  attention  is  direfted  towards  claf- 
fical  corredlnefs,  without  any  found  foundation  laid  in 
fevere  reafoning  and  philofophy  : in  Cambridge  and  in 
Oxford,  the  art  of  fpeaking  agreeably  is  fo  far  from  be- 
ing taught,  that  it  is  hardly  talked  or  thought  of.  Thefe 
defects  naturally  produce  dry  unaftecfing  compofitir.ns 
in  the  one ; fuperficial  tafte  and  puerile  elegance  in  the 
other  1 ungracious  or  affedled  fpeech  in  both.”  Dr. 
Brown’s  Eftimatc  of  the  manners  and  principles  of  the 
times,  vol.  ii.  p,  68, 
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AN  ADDRESS,  &c. 

I again  fubm.it,  with  all  deference  and 
refpedt,  the  following  plan  of  public  exa- 
minations to  the  confideration  of  the  fenate 
of  Cambridge;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  de- 
clare my  intention  of  propofing  it  to  the 
fuffrages  of  that  affembly,  upon  fome  day 
near  the  clofe  of  the  enfuing  February. 

As  the  proportions,  which  form  this  plan, 
will  be  offered  in  didin 61  graces,  it  is  to  be 
prefumed,  that  a difference  of  opinion,  con- 
cerning the  particular  mode  of  execution, 
will  not  obftruft  the  eflablifhment  of  thofe, 
which  comprehend  the  merits  of  the  main 
queftion.  If  the  introduction  of  public  ex- 
aminations fhould  be  efteemed  a neceffary 
meafure,  and  yet  the  means  now  propofed 
appear  exceptionable,  means,  better  adapted 
to  the  circumftances  of  the  univerfity,  may 
become  the  fubjedl-matter  of  fubfequent  de- 
liberation. I fhall  only  obferve,  that  the 
meafures  here  fubjoined  are,  in  every  mate- 
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rial  refpeft,  the  fame  with  thofe,  which 
were  fuggefted  by  the  committee,  appointed 
by  a grace  of  the  fenate  on  the  17th  of  Fe- 
bruary, 1774.* 

I have  alfo  re-printed  fuch  preliminary 
“ poftulata,”  as  appear  to  point  out  the  ne- 

ceffity 

* The  following  confiderations  may  perhaps  appear 
worthy  of  fome  attention. 

1.  The  gentlemen  who  compofed  the  above  com- 
mittee, were  perfons  of  the  moll;  diftinguifhed  chara&er 
and  ftation  in  the  univerfity.  They  formed  a fair  and 
equal  reprefentative  of  the  heads  of  houfes,  public  tu- 
tors, and  profefiors.  The  whole  number  confifted  of 
twenty-one,  of  whom  feventeen  have,  upon  various  oc- 
cafions,  declared  themfelves  firenuoufly  in  favour  of  the 
propofed  meafures. 

2.  The  fcheme  of  annual  examinations,  which  was 
the  refult  of  their  labours,  received  the  honourable  tefti- 
mony  of  the  chancellor  in  its  favour.  And  it  is  well 
known,  that  many  of  our  prelates  have  exprefled  their 
wilhes,  that  it  might  be  carried  into  effectual  execution. 

3.  It  has  frequently  been  intimated,  that  the  public 
tutors  have  declared  themfelves  as  difinclined  to  adopt 
the  plan  of  examinations,  induced  by  an  apprehenfion, 
that  the  education  of  youth  would  thereby  be  trans- 
ferred to  improper  perfons.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  a 
faft,  that  a very  confiderable  majority  of  the  public  tu- 
tors are  known  to  approve  the  projected  inftitution. 

This  objection,  which  never  appeared  to  me  as  of  any 
weight,  is,  however,  I truft,  fufficiently  obviated,  by 
the  alteration  introduced  into  the  fifteenth  propofition. 
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ceflity  of  fome  alteration  in  our  literary 
courfe. 

The  mode  of  tran  fading  bufinefs  in  our 
legiflative  affcmbly,  which.  Unfortunately, 
is  not  of  the  deliberative  kind,  each  com- 
ponent part  being  generally  underfiood  to  be 
poffeffed  only  of  a negative  voice,  too  fre- 
quently prevents  the  proper  difcuflion  of 
many  of  thofe  important  queftions,  which 
are  propofed  to  its  fuffrages ; and  is,  more- 
over, attended  with  various  other  inconve- 
niencies. 

A grace,  for  inftance,  is  drawn  up  and 
offered  to  the  caput;  it  is  judged  deficient 
in  point  of  form,  or  in  fome  other  refpeCt 
objectionable  ; and  is  confequently  rejected. 
An  event,  again  ft  which  there  is  no  fecurity, 
as  the  perfons  who  compofe  this  council,  of 
whom  each  pofTeffes  a negative,  are  not 
efteemed  to  be  under  any  obligation  to  afiign 
the  particular  reafon  of  their  conduCt.* 

In  the  period  between  the  palling  of  a 
grace  in  the  caput,  and  the  time  of  voting 
it  in  the  non-regent  and  the  regent  houfes, 
the  minuted  amendment  is  abfolutely  inad- 
miffible.  Objections  are  darted  in  the  in- 
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terval,  which,  upon  a little  reflection,  might 
be  obviated,  or,  by  a flight  alteration  in 
fome  uneflential  circum  fiances,  totally  re- 
moved ; the  main  queflion  is,  however,  loft, 
for  want  of  fuch  amendment ; and  euftom 
hath  decreed,  that  it  cannot  again  be  offered 
in  that  term. 

After  infinite  labour,  the  various  objec- 
tions are  collected,  obviated,  or  proper 
amendments  inferted  in  the  grace.  New 
objections  are,  however,  ftarted  on  the  day 
of  trial,  and  the  queflion  is  again  rejected. 
After  a certain  number  of  fuch  rejections, 
the  friends  of  the  meafure,  thus  difcouraged 
by  repeated  failures,  no  longer  exert  them- 
felves  with  vigour  in  its  fupport. 

How  far  thefe  obftruCtions  have  operated 
in  the  prefen t inftance,  the  hiftory  of  the 
whole  procedure  may  one  day  evince. 

The  preceding  obfervations  evidence  the 
propriety  of  fubmitting  every  queflion  of 
importance  to  public  difcuflion  before  the 
time  of  its  propofal  to  the  fenate. 

I am  alfo  fatisfied,  that  every  fair  oppo- 
nent ought  to  efteem  it  a point  of  honour, 
to  offer  his  objections  in  fuch  a manner,  as 

to 
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to  afford  an  opportunity  of  reply.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  I judge  it  moft  agreeable  to  order, 
as  well  as  mod  refpedful,  to  give  this  pre- 
vious intimation  of  my  dedgn  ; and  with  the 
utmoft  fincerity  of  purpofe,  I now  declare 
my  willingnefs  to  adopt  fuch  alterations  in 
the  form,  or  fubjedt- matter,  of  every  propo- 
fition,  as,  upon  inquiry  or  fuggedion,  I 
fliall  difcover  to  be  agreeable  to  the  general 
voice. 

I have  reafon  to  believe,  that  a refpedt- 
able  majority  of  the  refident  members  of  the 
univerfity  are  favourably  inclined  to  the  eda- 
blifhment  of  public  examinations  ; and  that 
this  is  more  particularly  the  cafe,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  gentlemen  who  compofe  the 
regent  houfe;  upon  whofe  abilities,  inte^ 
grity,  and  fpirit,  the  execution  of  the  plan 
mud  in  principal  meafure  depend. 

I have  the  pleafure  to  refledt,  that,  through- 
out the  whole  courfe  of  my  attempt  to  in- 
troduce the  inditution  in  quedion,  I have 
made  a fair  and  open  appeal  to  the  informed 
underdandings  of  my  readers.  In  every  ma- 
terial indance,  I have  given  my  name  to  the 
public,  as  edeeming  myfelf  refponfible  for 

the 
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the  truth  of  thofe  fads,  upon  which  I have 
refted  the  propriety  of  the  propofed  mea- 
fures.  I have,  therefore,  a right  to  infift, 
that  thofe  gentlemen,  who  maintain,  that 
the  introduction  of  annual  examinations  is 
“ unneceffary,  inexpedient,  impracticable,  or 
likely  to  be  attended  with  ruinous  confe- 
quences,”  be  equally  explicit ; that  they 
Hate  their  opinions  with  precifion,  and  fup- 
port  them  by  argument ; that,  as  the  con- 
tended necefiity  for  the  introduction  of  fome 
improvement  into  our  courfe  has  been  found- 
ed upon  alledged  imperfections  in  our  dis- 
cipline, they,  in  their  vindication  of  ourpre- 
fent  forms,  efpecially  attend  to  the  effentials 
of  the  charge  f that  they  be  equally  circum- 
itantial  in  their  reprefentations,  and  authen- 
ticate their  affertions  in  the  fame  manner.  I 
may  venture,  without  prefumption,  to  af- 
fure  them,  that  they  will  find  in  me  an  ad- 
verfary,  who  will  confider  their  pofitions 
with  candour,  and  treat  their  perfons  with 
refpeCt. 
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PRELIMINARY  POSTULATA* 

I.  That  the  higher  orders  of  our  youth, 
confining  of  dudents,  many  of  whom  may- 
be hereafter  called  to  bear  the  mod  impor- 
tant offices  in  the  date,  do  not  appear  to  be 
diffidently  guarded,  at  prefent,  againd  the 
numerous  temptations,  to  which  perfons  of 
fortune  are  peculiarly  expofed  ; and  alfo  are 
dedituteof  thofe  incentives  to  literary  appli- 
cation, which,  in  the  cafe  of  dudents  of  in- 
ferior rank,  have  hitherto  been  attended  with 
many  beneficial  effects.* 

II.  That  the  application  of  the  penfioners 
and  fizars  to  the  dudy  of  the  mathematics  and 
natural  philofophy,  (eminence  in  which  is 
now  underdood  to  conditute  the  faired,  if 
not  the  foie,  claim  to  honorary  didin&ions, 
at  the  time  of  admiffion  to  the  bachelor’s 
degree,)  is  ufually  deferred  to  the  lad  year 

of 

* Noblemen,  and  many  other  perfons  under  that  de- 
fcription  in  the  univerfity,  are  entitled  to  the  degree  of 
matter  of  arts  at  two  years  ftanding.  No  examination 
whatever,  whether  philofophical  or  claffical,  is  required 
as  a preliminary  ftep  to  this  degree. 
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of  relidence;  and  that  the  two  firfl  are  ge* 
nerally  abandoned  to  idlenefs  and  diffipa- 
tion. 

III.  That  it  appears  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  expenfes  of  all  orders  of  youth  in. 
this  place  would  be  diminished,  and  the 
probability  of  efcaping  the  dangers,  to 
which  they  are  at  prefent  expofed,  be  in- 
creafed,  by  the  diffufion  of  fuch  a fpirit  of 
emulation,  as  would  effect  a fteady  and  uni- 
form application  to  thofe  Studies,  which  the 
wifdom  of  the  univerfity,  aCting  in  concur- 
rence with  the  domeftic  difcipline  of  each 
fociety,  Should  approve. 

IV.  That  if,  in  particular,  the  attention  of 
the  noblemen  and  fellow- commoners  were 
thus  invited  to  a courfe  of  Study,  adapted  to 
their  rank  and  expectations,  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable, that  the  number  of  admiffions  in  thofe 
orders  would  be  more  increafed,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  opportunities  of  improvement, 
refulting  from  fuch  a regulation,  than  dimi- 
nifhed  by  the  apprehenlions  of  the  rigour  of 
our  difcipline.* 

V.  That 

* The  fubjoined  plan,  though  in  various  refpefts 
unavoidably  defective,  may  however  ferve  as  a perma- 
nent 
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V.  That  the  difilpation,  which  generally 
prevails  among  the  higher  orders  of  oiir 
youth,  who  are  liberally  provided  with  the 
means  of  indulging  themfelves  in  every  im- 
proper gratification,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  are  recalled  from  the  purfuit  of  them  * 
by  no  incitement  of  emulation,  nor  fcarcely 
by  any  other  lefs  generous  method  of  re- 
jffraint,  muft  exert  a baneful  influence  upon 
the  manners  of  thofe  fcudents,  whofe  future 
fortunes  depend  upon  their  own  induftrious 
application. 

VI.  That  the  propofal  of  honorary  diftinc- 
tions,  as  incitements  to  the  ftudy  of  claflical 
learning,  during  the  firft  years  of  refidence, 
if  adopted  alfo  in  the  cafe  of  the  penfioners 
and  fizars,  would  be  attended  with  a bene- 
ficial influence  upon  every  inferior  feminary 
in  the  kingdom : at  the  fame  time  that  an 

early 

nent  bafisfor  future  improvements.  Its  proper  end  and 
aim  is  to  fecure  the  attention  of  young  men  of  all  ranks 
and  orders  to  the  lectures  of  their  tutors,  by  the  infti- 
tution  of  public  examinations,  accommodated  to  thofe 
lectures,  and,  therefore,  open  to  the  ad  million  of  fuch 
alterations,  with  refpedt  to  their  fubject  matter,  as  ex- 
pedience  may  hereafter  diftate. 
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early  experiment  of  the  abilities  and  literary 
accomplishments  of  youth,  would  probably 
induce  many,  who  are  poSTeSTed  of  lefs  con- 
firmed habits  of  attention,  feafonably  to 
withdraw  themfelves  from  a place,  where 
they,  at  prefent,  expend  the  means  of  their 
future  fubfiftence,  without  the  remotest  pro- 
bability of  improvement. 

If  the  preceding  poltulata  appear  to  be 
founded  in  reafon  and  truth,  it  is  prefumed, 
that  an  happy  concurrence  of  fentiment  may 
be  expected  in  favour  of  an  institution,  pro- 
jected for  the  purpofe  of  guarding  the  virtue, 
and  enfuring  the  literary  improvement,  of 
thofe  illuftrious  and  ingenuous  youth,  who 
are  intruSted  to  our  care,  and  with  whole 
fuccefs,  in  future  life,  our  own  eftimation 
with  the  public  muit,  consequently,  always 
bear  an  intimate  connection. 

A copy  of  the  propositions,  which  will 
be  fubmitted,  in  regular  fucceffion,  to  the 
Suffrages  of  the  Senate,  in  the  enfuing 
February. 

I.  A public  examination  of  fuch  noble- 
men and  fellow-commoners,  as  have  been 

admitted 
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admitted  fmce  the  friday,  next  after  the 
commencement  1775,  or  fhall  be  admitted 
before  or  upon  the  friday,  next  after  the 
commencement  1 776,  fhall  be  held  in  the 
fenate-houfe,  at  fome  time  in  the  year  1 777, 
hereafter  to  be  appointed. 

“ Placeat  vobis  ut  ordinatio  modo  ledla, 
veftra  au&oritate  rata,  vim  datuti  obtineat, 
et  in  libris  procancellarii  et  procuratorum 
infra  quindecim  dies  infcribatur.* 

II.  A public  examination  of  fuch  pen- 
fioners  and  fizars,  as  have  been  admitted 
dnce  the  friday,  next  after  the  commence- 
ment 1775,  or  fhall  be  admitted  before  or 
upon  the  friday,  next  after  the  commence- 
ment 1 776,  fhall  be  held  in  the  fenate- 
houfe,  at  fome  time  in  the  year  1 777,  here- 
after to  be  appointed ; faving  to  King’s  col- 
lege its  ufual  privileges. 

III.  The  examinations,  propofed  in  the 
two  foregoing  regulations, ' fhall  be  united, 
fo  as  to  conditute  one  examination  of  all  the 

dudents, 

* Each  of  the  propofitions  that  follow,  at  the  time  of 
its  prefentment  to  the  fenate,  will  be  exhibited  written 
on  a feparate  paper,  with  the  lame  latin  formulary  fub- 
joined. 
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fludents,  admitted  within  the  periods  therein 
fpecified. 

IV.  The  examination,  propofed  in  the 
preceding  ordinance,  fhall  be  held  upon  the 
third  monday,  tuefday,  and  wednefday,  in 
November  1777,  from  nine  to  twelve  in  the 
mornings,  and  from  two  to  five  in  the  after- 
noons of  the  monday  and  tuefday. 

V.  Each  perfon,  attending  the  examina- 
tion in  1777,  fhall  be  examined  in  the  latin 
and  greek  claflics,  and  in  the  elements  of 
geometry,  and  algebra. 

VI.  At  the  clofe  of  the  examination  in 
1777,  the  examiners  hereafter  to  be  ap- 
pointed (or  the  majority  of  them)  fhall  de- 
clare, in  a writing  to  be  delivered  to  the 
vice-chancellor,  which  of  the  perfons,  then 
examined,  appear  upon  the  whole  to  be  the 
bed:  fcholars,  not  diflingui  thing  more  than 
a third  part,  and  placing  the  perfons  fo  di- 
ftinguifhed  according  to  their  refpe&ive  order 
of  merit;  copies  alfo  of  fuch  declaration 
fhall  be  fent  to  each  college. 

VII.  Each  nobleman  and  fellow-com- 
moner, admitted  within  the  period  fpecified 
in  the  firfl  ordinance,  fhall  be  fubjedted  to 
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one  other  public  examination  in  the  fertate- 
houfe,  at  fome  time  in  the  year  1778,  here- 
after to  be  appointed. 

VIII.  The  fecond  examination  of  the  no- 

I 

blemen  and  fellow-commoners,  admitted  as 
fpecified  in  the  firft  ordinance,  fhall  be  held 
upon  the  fourth  monday,  tuefday,  and  wed- 
nefday  in  November  1778,  from  nine  to 
twelve  in  the  mornings,  and  from  two  to 
five  in  the  afternoons  of  the  monday  and 
tuefday. 

IX.  Each  nobleman  andfellow-commoner, 
admitted  as  fpecified  in  the  firjft  ordinance, 
fhall,  at  his  fecond  examination  in  1778,  be 
examined  in  Locke’s  Efifay  on  the  human 
understanding;  natural  philofophy  ; and  mo- 
dern hiftory. 

X.  At  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  examina- 
tion of  the  noblemen  and  fellow-commoners, 
admitted  as  before  fpecified,  the  three  exa- 
miners hereafter  to  be  appointed,  or  the 
majority  of  them,  Shall  declare,  in  a writing 
to  be  delivered  to  the  vice-chancellor,  which 
of  the  perfons,  then  examined,  appear  upon, 
the  whole  to  be  the  beft  fcholars,  not  di- 
flinguifhing  more  than  a third  part,  and 

II.  C c 
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placing  the  perfons  fo  diftinguifhed  accord- 
ing to  their  refpedlive  order  of  merit : fuch 
declaration  fhall  be  publiihed  by  the  vice- 
chancellor  to  the  fenate  at  the  next  follow- 
ing congregation,  and  copies  thereof  trans- 
mitted by  him  to  the  chancellor  of  the  uni- 
verlity,  and  Sent  to  each  college. 

XI.  Perfons  changing  their  order  to  be- 
come fellow-commoners  fhall,  in  the  exa- 
minations, be  claffed  with  fuch,  as  are  of 
the  fame  handing  with  themfelves  by  ad- 
milfion. 

XII.  Any  nobleman  and  fellow- com- 
moner, admitted  as  before  Specified,  and 
having  been  refident,  who  fhall  abfent  him- 
felf  from  either  of  the  precedipg  examina- 
tions, without  Sufficient  reafon,  fhall  be 
publicly  admonifhed,  or  Subjected  to  fuch 
other  academical  cenfure,  fhort  of  indica- 
tion, as  the  vice-chancellor  and  the  two 
prodtors,  or  the  vice-chancellor  with  one 
proctor,  fhall  think  the  cafe  deferves.  A 
reafon,  certified  to  the  vice-chancellor  by 
the  matter  or  locum- tenens  of  his  college, 
and  approved  by  the  major  part  of  the  vice- 
chancellor  and  heads  then  refident,  fhall  be 

deemed 
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deemed  fufficient  to  excufe  any  perfon’s  ab** 
fence  from  a whole  examination.  And  a 
reafon,  approved  by  the  major  part  of  the 
examiners,  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  fhall 
be  deemed  fufficient  to  excufe  any  perfon’s 
abfence  from  any  part  of  an  examination, 

XIII.  The  fan&ion,  provided  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fecuring  the  attendance  of  noblemen 
and  fellow-commoners,  and  the  relief  ad- 
mitted under  it,  fhall  be  extended  to  the 
cafe  of  penfioners  and  fizars,  admitted  as 
above,  who  fhall  abfent  themfelves  from 
the  examinations  in  the  year  1777. 

XIV.  In  all  future  years  after  1777,  there 
fhall  be  a public  examination  of  fuch  noble- 
men, fellow-commoners,  penfioners,  and 
fizars,  as  fhall  then  be  of  equal  flanding 
with  thofe  intended  to  be  examined  in  1777, 
and  the  fubjedls  and  time  fhall  be  the  fame 
with  thofe  directed  for  1777.  There  fhall 
alfo  be  in  every  year,  fubfequent  to  the  year 
1778,  a public  examination  of  fuch  noble- 
men and  fellow-commoners  as  fhall  then  be 
of  equal  flanding  with  thofe  intended  to  be 
examined  in  1778,  and  the  fubjedts  and 
time  fhall  be  the  fame  with  thofe  diredled 
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for  1778.  And  in  both  the  above  exami-» 
nations,  the  examiners  hereafter  to  be  ap-*- 
pointed,  fhall  make  the  fame  honorary  di- 
/Hn&ions  as  in  the  years  1777,  and  1778, 
and  attendance  fhall  be  fecured  by  the  fame 
fan&ions. 

\ 

XV.  Seven  examiners,  members  of  the 
fenate,  fhall  be  annually  appointed  from  the 
feveral  colleges,  in  the  order  of  the  cycle  of 
opponents  in  divinity : except  only  that 
Trinity-hall  fhall  add  an  examiner  every 
fifth  year ; and  that  thefe  examiners  fhall 
either  be  the  public  tutors  of  each  college, 
or  appointed  by  them,  in  conjunction  with 
the  mafter.  No  appointment  fhall  be  valid, 
except  the  mafter,  and  one  tutor,  at  leaft, 
concur  in  the  nomination. 

XVI.  Where  three  colleges  are  laid  to- 
gether to  provide  one  examiner,  they  fhall 
have  the  appointment  according  to  feniority 
of  foundation.  And  the  examiners,  ap- 
pointed according  to  this  and  the  preceding 
ordinance,  fhall  be  prefented  to  the  vice- 
chancellor,  on  or  before  the  eleventh  of 
June  every  year. 

XVII.  At  the  firft  examination  in  Novem- 

ber 
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ber  1 777,  all  the  examiners  fhall  examine 
fuch  fludents  as  lhall  then  attend.  At  the 
examinations  in  November  177$*  ^ree 
fenior  of  the  examiners  fhall  examine  the 
noblemen  and  fellow- commoners  of  the 
fenior  year  ; the  other  four  or  five,  the  flu- 
dents  of  the  junior  year,  and  io  always. 

XVIII.  Befides  the  appointed  examiners, 
every  member  of  the  fenate  fhall  be  at  li- 
berty to  examine. 

XIX.  Each  of  the  examiners  fhall  receive 
a gratuity  of  ten  guineas,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  univerfity  chefh  Every  nobleman  and 
fellow-commoner,  who  fhall  be  admitted 
after  the  date  of  this  grace,  fhall  pay,  at 
his  admiffion,  two  guineas,  and  every  pen- 
fioner  half  a guinea,  towards  replacing  in 
the  chef!  fuch  fums  as  fhall  be  thence  fo 
jffued.  And  all  perfons  already  admitted, 
and  fubjedted  to  the  above-mentioned  exa- 
minations, fhall  be  charged  with  the  fame 
payments  at  the  clofe  of  the  prefen t quarter. 

XX.  The  monies  charged  at  the  admif- 
fions  of  noblemen,  fellow- commoners,  and 
penfioners,  {hall  be  accounted  for  to  the 
vice-chancellor,  on  the  faturdays  next  be- 
fore the  days  of  examination,  by  their  re- 
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fpedtive  tutors,  who  (hall,  at  the  fame  time, 
deliver  lifts  of  fuch  of  their  pupils,  as  are  to 
be  examined,  with  the  dates  of  their  ad- 
miffions. 

N.  B.  The  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  pro- 
pofitions  are  purpofely  fo  worded,  as  to  fuit 
with  the  firft  ordinance,  in  cafe  the  fecond 
and  third  fhould  be  reje&ed. 

Cambridge,  Dec.  20,  1775. 
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TO  PERCIVALL  POTT,  ESQ,  F.R.S, 
SENIOR  SURGEON  OF 
ST,  BARTHOLOMEW’S  HOSPITAL. 

S I R, 

At  an  early  period  of  my  medical  ftudies, 
you  pointed  out  the  path  to  fubftantial 
fcience;  and  your  fubfequent  inftru&ions 
gratified  that  defire  of  knowledge,  which 
your  exhortations  had  excited  : favours  en- 
hanced by  the  manner  of  conferring  them. 
Permit  me  to  teftify  my  fenfe  of  obligation, 
by  infcribing  the  following  pages  to  your 
refpedted  name.  I remain 

your  obedient  and 

obliged  fervant, 

JOHN  JEBB, 

Sept,  7,  17$,^ 


' ■ • * - ••  .. 

' I 


’■  V 


>:v  ■; 


' 

* 


■ 


c ' . : . 

. 

* >. 


i / , 


• - 


-+ 


SELECT  CASES,  &c. 


Mr.  Pott,  in  his  trads  upon  the  paralyfis 
of  the  lower  extremities,  having  defcribed 
the  fymptoms  of  that  diforder,  together 
with  the  appearances  upon  diifedion,  with 
his  ufual  perfpicuity  and  precifion ; having 
alfo  recommended  a mode  of  treatment,  of 
which  experience  hath  very  fully  demon- 
ftrated  the  fuccefs  ; it  may  perhaps  appear 
an  ad:  of  unjuftifiable  prefumption  to  folicit 
the  further  attention  of  the  public  to  a fub- 
jed,  commented  upon  by  his  mafterly  pen, 
and,  therefore,  it  may  be  urged,  already  ex- 
haufted.  » 

Every  perfon,  who,  with  a proper  degree 
of  attention,  perufes  the  publications  of  that 
able  writer,  muft  obferve,  that  the  dodrines 
advanced  in  his  treatifes  upon  the  injuries 
of  the  head,  the  hydrocele,  and  ruptures, 
although  they  are  laid  down  with  a degree 
of  clearnefs  and  accuracy,  of  which  we  have 
but  few  examples,  receive  confiderable  light 
.from  the  cafes  he  has  fubjoined.  In  the 

medical 
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medical  art,  general  propofitions  are  rendered 
more  intelligible  by  a reprefentation  of  the 
particular  indances  from  which  they  were 
deduced.  The  doctrines  advanced  areim- 
preffed  more  forcibly  on  the  under  dan  ding, 
while  the  circumdances  of  the  cafe  not  un- 
frequently  fugged:  reflections,  that  gratify 
the  activity  of  our  minds,  and  enable  us  to 
form  deductions  for  ourfelves. 

It  has  frequently  occurred  to  me,  that 
much  light  and  information  might  be  de- 
rived to  dudents  in  medicine,  were  the  phy- 
ficians  of  our  hofpitals  more  generally  to 
imitate  the  manner  purfued  in  the  infirmary 
of  Edinburgh.  Were  they  to  point  out  to 
their  pupils  fuch  particular  cafes,  as  feemed 
mod  likely  to  afford  opportunities  of  im- 
provement : were  they  to  encourage  them  to 
meet  and  to  report  the  refult  of  their  inqui- 
ries into  the  fymptoms  of  the  diforder,  the  ef- 
fect of  the  medicines,  and  the  progrefs  of  the 
complaint  to  its  fatal  termination,  or  its 
cure : were  they,  ladly,  from  the  various 
accounts  of  the  dudents,  and  their  own  ob- 
fervations,  to  draw  up  regular  and  well-di- 
geded  hidories  of  fuch  cafes,  as  might  ap- 
pear 
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pear  moft  deferring  of  attention,  and  infert 
them,  properly  authenticated,  in  the  books 
of  the  hofpital,  fuch  hiftories  and  details 
would  be  attended  with  public  as  well  as 
private  advantage  ; they  would  be  analogous 
to  the  reports  and  year-books  of  our  lawyers  ; 
to  the  recorded  obfervations  of  the  appear^ 
ances  in  the  heavens;  and  might  be  reforted 
to  as  authorities,  and  as  evidences  of  na- 
ture’s powers,  and  of  nature’s  laws. 

Inftances  frequently  occur  in  hofpitals, 
where,  without  offence  and  without  difficul- 
ty, inquiries  might  be  made  into  the  original 
caufes  and  feat  of  the  diforder,  by  an  exami- 
nation of  the  appearances  in  the  body  after 
death.  This  is  at  prefent  fometimes  per- 
mitted, under  proper  reftriCtions ; but  the 
mode  of  conducting  fuch  inquiry  admits  of 
confiderable  improvement : the  inveffigation 
/hould  be  more  minute,  and  indituted  under 
the  immediate  infpedion  of  the  attendant 
phyfician,  affiffed  by  a perfon  accuftomed 
to  morbid  diffieCtions,  and  a proficient  in 
the  anatomical  art.  The  appearances,  fub- 
mitted  to  the  view  of  all  the  ffudents,  and 
accurately  reported,  fhould  be  properly  au- 
thenticated, 
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thenticated,  and  inferted  in  the  oppofite  page 
to  the  hiftory  of  theTymptoms  and  the  mode 
of  treatment : a form  of  procedure,  which 
would  conduce  more,  than  poffibly  may 
occur  upon  the  firft  reflection,  to  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  art  of  medicine  upon  a fo- 
lid,  becaufe  truly  philofophical,  founda- 
tion. * 

The  cafes  now  offered  to  the  public,  are 
not  propofed,  in  any  refpedt,  as  models  of 
the  plan  I would  recommend  j they  are 
tranferibed  from  note-books,  wherein  the 
iymptoms  and  appearances  were  fet  down 
without  any  further  view  than  my  own  pri- 
vate 

* I would  add,  that  if  an  accurate  regifter  were  kept 
of  fome  of  the  capital  operations,  fuch  as  lithotomy,  the 
application  of  the  trephine,  the  operations  for  the  bubo- 
nocele, the  cataract,  &c.  many  fubftantial  advantages 
would  be  derived  to  the  medical  and  chirurgical  art. 
The  frequency  of  thefe  operations  in  hofpitals,  the 
mafterly  manner  in  which  they  are  generally  performed, 
and  the  detail  of  well-authenticated  circumftances  which 
might,  with  fo  much  facility,  be  included  in  the  report, 
would  enable  us  to  form  a nearer  approximation  to  cer- 
tainty, with  refpeCt  to  the  comparative  merit  of  dif- 
ferent operations,  and  the  general  refult  of  the  diforder, 
than  could  poffibly  be  expedted  from  the  obfervations  of 
unconnected  individuals,  however  great  their  abilities, 
however  extenfive  their  practice. 
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vate  refle&ion  and  improvement.  Neither 
have  I the  prefumption  to  imagine,  that  it 
is  in  my  power  to  fugged  any  new  ideas 
upon  the  prefent  fubjedl.  However,  as  the 
cafes  fubjoined  were  taken  with  fidelity  and 
care,  as  fome  of  them  were  under  the  imme- 
diate management  of  Mr.  Pott,  when  he 
compofed  his  treatifes,  the  relation  of  them 
may  poffibly  tend  to  confirm  his  theory,  and 
explain  the  reafons  of  his  pra&ice. 

In  conformity  to  the  principles  upon 
which  the  inimitable  nofology  of  Dr.  Cullen 
is  founded,  I will,  in  the  hiflory  of  thefe 
cafes,  confine  myfelf  folely  to  evident  fymp- 
toms,  and  the  patient’s  narrative;  being 
fully  fatisfied,  that  to  defcribe  dilorders  ac- 
cording to  the  forms  in  which  they  really 
evidence  themfelves  to  the  fenfes,  with  a 
careful  attention  to  the  patient’s  feelings,  is 
the  mod  likely  method  of  acquiring  both  a 
knowledge  of  their  caufes  and  of  their  cure. 

t 

CASE  I. 

T.  C.  aged  thirty-two,  originally  of  an 
healthy  conflitution,  was  admitted  a patient 
in  St.  Bartholomew  s hofpital  in  November 

1777. 
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1777.  He  fometimes  complaitted  of  a pain, 
but  generally  of  a numbnefs,  at  the  margin, 
of  the  thorax,  under  the  cartilages  of  the 
ninth  and  tenth  ribs  of  the  left-fide,  with  a 
cough,  fpitting,  and  fhortened  refpiration, 
when  he  lay  on  that  fide  ; the  fpinal  procefs 
of  the  feventh  or  eighth  dorfal  vertebra  was 
confiderably  protuberant ; his  belly  was  pro- 
minent and  flaccid,  with  a numbnefs  ex- 
tending itfelf  over  the  whole  abdomen,  and 
great  debility  of  the  mufculi  obliqui  and 
tranfverfales,  whenever  he  voluntarily  at- 
tempted to  contract  them ; a fenfation  of 
chillnefs  prevailed  in  his  knees,  with  a want 
of  feeling  in  the  fore  part  of  his  legs,  and 
an  inability  of  drawing  them  up  in  bed. 

To  thefe  fymptoms  were  added  twitch- 
ings  in  the  flexors  of  his  legs,  and  numbnefs 
of  the  feet,  a jarring  fenfation  in  the  tendo 
Achillis  of  one  foot,  and  tranfient  pains  in 
both,  which,  with  the  chillnefs,  proceeded, 
as  he  conceived,  and  repeatedly  declared, 
not  from  the  protuberant  part  of  the  fpine, 
but  the  lumbar  vertebra  immediately  above 
the  os  facrum.* 

The  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe,  the  florid  ap- 
pearance 
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pearance  of  his  countenance,  and  date  of  re-» 
fpiration,  drongly  fuggefled  the  idea  of  hec- 
tic fever  prevailing  in  the  fyflem. 

Thefe  affedions,  with  a numbnefs  of  the 
fphindter  ani,  codivenefs,  and  a want  of 
confcioufnefs  when  his  feces  were  ejected, 
completed  the  catalogue  of  his  complaints. 
Upon  repeated  inquiries,  he  conftantly 
declared,  that  he  did  not  recoiled;  any  drain, 
or  other  accident,  to  which  he  could  afcribe 
his  prefent  fufferings. 

It  appeared  that  it  was  nearly  three  years 

fince  his  diforder  commenced.  His  fird 

♦ 

complaint  was  a rheumatic  affedion  in  the 
fide,  which  was  cured  by  gum  guaiacum. 
About  this  period  he  imagined  he  got  cold, 
a pain  and  forenefs  in  the  fmall  of  his  back 
fucceeding  to  that  complaint,  and  a fenfeof 
inward  weaknefs  in  his  bread.  Thefe  fymp- 
toms  were  exafperated  by  a cough  ; numb- 
nefs of  the  abdomen  followed  next  in  order, 
with  a gradual  accefiion  of  the  other  fymp- 
toms,  until  he  was  confined  to  his  bed. 

Before  the  application  of  the  caudics  he 
made  trial  of  the  cold-bath,  mercurial  fric-' 
tions,  tindura  facra,  volatile  liniment,  a 

H d lengthening 
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ftrengthening  plaifter  to  the  loins,  and  the 
fcrew-chair,  without  any  good  effect  what- 
ever. The  cold- bath  and  fcrew-chair  were 
evidently  hurtful. 

The  cauflics  being  applied,  according  to 
Mr.  Pott’s  directions,  on  each  fide  of  the 
protuberance,  foon  produced  a fenfible  ef- 
fect ; the  twitchings  in  his  thighs  and  legs 
were  increafed,  and  in  fome  degree  fenfation 
and  voluntary  motion  were  reftored  in  his 
feet;  but  the  advances  to  a perfeft  cure 
were  not  very  rapid  during  the  firft  fix 
months. 

He  next  recovered  the  power  of  expelling 
flatus  per  anum  : during  this  period  the  cur- 
vature appeared  to  diminifh : the  numbnefs 
in  his  infleps  remained  for  many  months  ; 
but,  at  length,  all  his  complaints  wore  off, 
his  former  ftate  of  health  returned,  and  he 
inti'rely  recovered  his  former  vigour. 

CASE  II. 

R.  B.  aged  twenty-one,  was  admitted 
into  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital  in  June, 
1778.  A protuberance  being  obfervcd  in 
the  fpine,  the  cauftics  were  applied  in  the 
. . courfe 
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courfe  of  the  following  month.  At  that 
time,  he  lay  totally  deprived  of  the  ufe  of 
his  lower  extremities,  which  were  rigid, 
and  almoft:  intirely  infenfible,  an  imperfect 
feeling  remaining  only  in  the  plantas  pedum 
and  the  knees.  Tranfitory  twitchings  and 
tremblings  prevailed  at  times,  with  general 
rigors,  as  in  the  cold  fit  of  an  ague ; his 
faeces  came  away  without  his  knowledge,  his 
urine  flowed  without  his  confent,  a violent 
pain  in  his  bowels  preceding  its  evacuation. 
He  was  alfo  affedted  with  numbnefs  below 
the  navel.  He  complained  at  times  of  a 
pain  in  his  fide,  with  fpitting,  and  a conftant 
uneafinefs  under  the  flernum. 

His  firength  at  this  time  was  much 
wafted,  in  confequence  of  two  large  fores 
on  his  hips  of  more  than  eight  inches  dia-? 
meter,  accompanied  with  exfoliations  of  the 
great  trochanters.  A fymptom  fo  me  what 
Angular  was  obferved  in  his  cafe.  For  about 
a month  before  the  date  of  his  admiffion,  he 
was  affiedted  with  a convuldve  motion  in  the 
fecond  finger  of  one  of  his  hands. 

From  his  account  cl  the  origin  and  pro- 
grefs  of  the  diforder,  I colledled  as  follows : 

T)  d z About 
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About  two  years  before  bis  admiflion  into 
the  hofpital,  he  fell  from  a hay-loft ; his 
loins  received  the  force  of  the  fall ; he  re- 
covered himfelf  in  a few  minutes,  and  for 
three  months  felt  no  kind  of  complaint. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  period  he  began  to  be 
fenfible  of  a pain  in  the  eighth  or  ninth  dor- 
fal  vertebra,  the  fpinal  procefs  of  which  be- 
came foon  after  protuberant ; the  pain  was 
apparently  of  the  rheumatic  kind,  being 
worfe  when  he  was  warm  in  bed,  and  recur- 
ring after  having  catched  cold.  At  this 
time  he  alfo  found  his  ability  in  railing 
heavy  bodies  diminished,  and  his  powers  of 
motion  impeded. 

In  a year  and  a half  after  the  accident, 
his  pain  increafing,  in  confequence,  as  he 
thought,  of  a cold,  he  applied  to  a furgeon 
for  advice,  who  ordered  an  embrocation  for 
his  back.  In  a few  days  afterwards  he  felt 
a pain  defcending  from  the  protuberant  ver- 
tebra, in  the  courfe  of  the  fpine,  and  of  the 
ifchiatic  and  the  crural  nerves,  affe&ing  the 
thigh,  the  ham,  and  the  gaftrocnemii  inuf- 
cles  to  his  heel.  This  pain  foon  vanished, 
and  never  afterwards  returned ; theweaknefs 

and 
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and  the  numbnefs  rapidly  increafed  after 
this  fenfation,  until,  in  the  courfe  of  four 
days,  he  was  reduced  to  the  helplefs  litua- 
tion  in  which  I found  him. 

He  continued  in  this  weak  hate  for  many 
months,  his  pulfe  beating  generally  140, 
and,  at  one  time,  180  flrokes  in  a minute. 
The  iffues  evidently  produced  fome  effedt ; 
at  times  there  was  a tranfient  recurrency  of 
fenfation  in  his  feet ; but  nature  being  ex- 
haufted  by  the  difcharge  from  his  ulcerated 
hips,  his  general  health  being  alfo  impaired 
from  inward  difeafe,  he  gradually  funk  under 
his  complaint, 

I much  regretted,  that  an  opportunity  was 
not  allowed  by  his  friends  of  examining  into 
the  hate  of  the  parts. 

CASE  III. 

R.  H.  aged  nineteen,  was  admitted  into 
St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital  in  December, 
1777. 

At  the  time  of  his  admifiion  he  com- 
plained of  pain  in  the  mufcles  of  his  thighs, 
and  the  fore  part  of  his  legs,  which  fenfibly 
grew  worfe  at  night.  His  knees  and  ancles 
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Were  extremely  feeble.  He  walked  with 
great  difficulty  and  pain,  but  had  never  been 
affedted  with  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  numb- 
nefs  or  chillnefs  in  his  lower  extremities, 
during  any  period  of  his  diforder.  He  felt 
a forenefs  under  the  Ihort  ribs  of  both  lides, 
which  was  much  exafperated  by  a trouble- 
fome  cough.  From  the  parts  thus  affedted, 
lancinating  pains  frequently  proceeded  down 
his  thighs,  which  more  particularly  diftrefl'ed 
him  when  he  lay  on  his  belly  : his  pulfe  was 
tolerably  Arong,  but  very  irregular.  He  was 
alfo  much  emaciated : a white  and  vifcid 
mucus  was  frequently  expedtorated,  parti- 
cularly in  a morning  i his  general  debility 
continually  increafed. 

The  fpinal  procefs  of  the  ninth  or  tenth 
dorfal  vertebra  was  very  protuberant  $ but 
he  conceived  the  pain  and  weaknefs  to  pro- 
ceed from  a point  conflderably  below  that 
protuberance. 

Upon  my  examination  into  the  caufe  and 
progrefs  of  his  complaints,  he  informed  me 
that  they  were  the  confequence  of  a flrain 
received,  about  a year  before  his  admiffion, 
from  his  foot  flipping  while  he  was  afcend- 

ing 
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ing  a ladder  with  a lack  of  oats : he  felt  a 
hidden  ihock  affedt  the  part  which  became 
afterwards  protuberant : he  perceived  no 

immediate  inconvenience,  but  proceeded  in 
his  bufinefs  as  before. 

About  two  months  after  the  accident, 
having  been  expofed  through  the  whole  of 
an  inclement  night  to  the  cold,  he  was 
taken  with  a fhivering,  and  felt  a rheumatic 
pain  fuddenly  feize  the  part  firft  affe&ed  by 
the  fhock ; a fecond  fit  of  fhivering,  with 
pains  at  the  bottom  of  his  belly,  took  place 
within  fix  weeks  after  the  firftj  the  protu- 
berance now  became  apparent,  and  gradually 
increafed,  with  debility  and  the  fymptoms 
already  defcribed. 

Within  a month  after  the  application  of 
the  eauftics,  he  grew  evidently  better : his 
pains  grew  lefs  troublefome,  his  flrength 
gradually  increafed,  until,  at  the  clofe  of 
about  feven  months,  he  was  difmiffed,  per** 
fedly  free  from  all  complaint. 

CASE  IV. 

R.  S.  aged  ten  years.  He  received  a 
blow  on  the  pit  of  the  ftomach,  about  twelve 
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months  before  the  application  of  the  cauftics. 
He  fell  in  confequence  of  the  ftroke,  but  re- 
covered himfelf  in  a few  minutes,  and  felt 
no  inconvenience  for  fome  days. 

About  a week  after  the  accident,  he- began 
to  be  fenfible  of  weaknefs  in  his  limbs : at 
the  clofe  of  the  following  fortnight,  the 
fpinal  procefs  of  the  fecond  dorfal  vertebra 
became  a little  protuberant ; and  in  three 
weeks  more,  his  complaints  had  increafed 
with  fo  much  rapidity,  that  the  ufe  of  his 
lower  extremities  was  intirely  loft,  and  all 
fenfation  in  them  totally  extinft : they  were 
alfo  rigid,  the  feet  being  pointed  down- 
wards, as  if  the  gaftrocnemii  mufcles  were 
in  a ftate  of  fpafm.  He  had  been  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Pitcairn  for  above  nine  months, 
who  attended  to  his  cafe  with  fingular  hu- 
manity 5 but  having  prefcribed  various  me- 
dicines and  applications,  without  the  wifhed- 
for  fuccefs,  at  length  he  recommended  him 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  Pott.  When  the  cauftics 
were  ordered,  the  difeafe  occupied  five  or 
fix  of  the  vertebras  of  the  back,  which  was 
bent  into  an  uniform  curve : the  patient’s 
chin  refted  on  his  breaft  ; and  the  appear- 
ance 
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ance  was  fo  unpromiftng,  that  Mr.  Pott  de- 
clared, he  was  induced  to  make  trial  of  the 
cauftics,  merely  becaufe  he  would  leave  no- 
thing undone  in  a cafe  fo  truly  deplorable, 
but  that  he  fcarcely  could  expedt  any  ad- 
vantage from  their  ufe. 

In  about  a month  from  the  time  of  ap- 
plication of  the  cauftics,  he  acquired  the 
power  of  moving  the  great  toe  of  one  of  his 
feet  i he  was  exhorted  to  attempt  the  motion 
of  the  other,  by  exerting  repeated  adts  of 
volition,  which  in  a little  time  he  alfo  ac- 
complished. I was  particularly  attentive 
to  the  progrefs  of  the  cure  for  many  months. 
The  pointed  pofition  of  his  feet  long  re- 
mained. However,  without  the  ufe  of  any 
medicine,  the  power  of  motion  of  the  ancle- 
joint  was  at  length  regained.  The  curva- 
ture of  his  back  gradually  decreafed  ; and  at 
the  clofe  of  about  ten  months  from  the  time 
of  applying  the  cauftics,  having  recovered 
the  intire  ufe  and  vigour  of  his  limbs,  he 
was  difcharged  in  perfedt  health. 

CASE  V. 

J.  R.  admitted  a patient  in  St.  Bartho- 
lomew’s 
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lomew’s  hofpital,  in  May,  1779.  He  in- 
formed me,  that  for  four  years  before  this 
period,  his  left  fide  was  hurt,  in  confequence 
of  a fall  from  an  horfe  : that  he  was  not 
blooded  immediately  upon  the  accident ; but 
feeling  a pain  there  three  months  afterwards, 
he  then  was  blooded,  and  the  pain  thereby 
for  a time  intirely  removed. 

In  about  half  a year  the  pain  returned. 
A blifier  was  then  applied  to  the  affected 
part.  Upon  wafliing  his  feet  with  cold 
water,  he  perceived  the  pain  flrike  to  his 
loins,  in  which  place  he  continued  con- 
flan  tly  to  feel  it  to  the  day  of  his  .admiffion. 
A Weaknefs  commenced  in  his  limbs  about 
three  years  after  the  date  of  the  accident, 
for  which  he  took  various  remedies,  with- 
out effedt : this  weaknefs  terminated  at 
length  in  the  intire  lofs  of  the  ufe  of  his 
lower  extremities.  He  went  to  Bath  ; and 
after  a flay  of  feveral  months,  returned, 
without  having  received  any  benefit  what- 
ever from  the  waters. 

Sufpedting  the  caufe  of  his  complaint, 
from  his  hiflory  and  apparent  fymptoms,  I 
examined  the  fpine  previoufly  to  his  admif- 
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fion,  and  discovered  a protuberance  of  the 
fourth  or  fifth  dorfal  vertebra,  which,  be- 
fore that  period,  had  not  been  noticed, 
either  by  himfelf  or  thofe  who  had  attended 
him.  He  had  now  been  troubled  with  a 
cough  for  many  months : his  ftools  were 
involuntary,  his  bladder  was  not  emptied 
without  great  exertions ; his  legs  were  fre- 
quently drawn  upwards  with  violence,  at 
other  times  agitated  with  convulfive  tre- 
mors ; he  invariably  conceived  the  caufe  of 
his  diforder  to  be  Seated  in  the  loins. 

It  was  Somewhat  lingular  in  this  man’s 
cafe,  that  whenever  his  legs  were  violently 
afte&ed  with  the  fpafms,  he  alfo  felt  an  hyf- 
terical  fenfation  in  his  throat,  a lump  lean- 
ing to  have  arifen  there  which  impeded  de- 
glutition. 

The  cauftics  were  immediately  applied 
upon  each  fide  of  the  protuberant  vertebra. 
He  lay  in  bed  with  wonderful  patience  for 
eighteen  weeks,  without  perceiving  the  mi- 
nuted: alteration  in  the  Symptoms  of  his  com- 
plaint ; Mr.  Pott,  who  paid  remarkable  at- 
tention to  his  cafe,  repeatedly  encourag- 
ing him  to  perfevere.  At  length,  upon  one 

of 
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of  my  vifits  to  him,  he  informed  me,  with 
ltrong  expreffions  of  joy,  that  on  that  day, 
for  the  fird  time,  he  found  himfelf  able  to 
move  one  of  his  toes.  This  unexpected 
alteration  in  his  fymptoms  was  followed  by 
others  equally  pleafing,  until,  in  the  courfe 
of  about  eight  months,  he  intirely  recovered; 
the  difficulty  of  expelling  his  urine  was  the 
lad  fymptom  that  difappeared. 

CASE  VI. 

M.  B.  a woman,  aged  forty-feven,  was 
admitted  into  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital, 
in  February,  1779. 

She  related,  that  her  complaints  originated 
from  a drain,  received  in  confequence  of  an 
extraordinary  exertion  of  drength,  about 
four  months  before  the  date  of  her  admiffion. 
A violent  Hooding  was  the  immediate  effeCt. 
To  this  fucceeded  a lofs  of  the  ufe  of  the 
lower  extremities,  and  a protuberance  in 
the  fpine.  She  laboured  alfo  under  dis- 
orders of  the  domach  and  bowels,  apparently 
independent  of  that,  which  had  produced 
the  curvature,  and  paralytic  affections.  For 
this  reafon,  as  well  as  from  fome  doubts  Ien- 
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tertained,  refpeding  the  afiigned  date  of  the 
derangement  in  her  fpine,  I have  omitted  the 
further  mention  of  particular  fymptoms.  I 
have  feleded  the  cafe,  however,  as  deferving 
of  attention,  on  account  of  fome  fingularities 
in  the  appearances  after  death. 

The  caudics  were  applied,  but  produced 
no  alteration  in  her  fymptoms.  She  gra- 
dually funk  under  her  complicated  com- 
plaints. 

Upon  opening  the  abdomen,  we  dis- 
covered many  conglobate  glands,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  pancreas  confiderably  enlarged, 
and  of  a fimilar  condftency  to  what  is  ob- 
ferved  in  fcrofulous  fubjeds.  Scrofulous 
tubercles  were  apparent  alio  on  the  furface 
of  the  liver,  to  which  vifcus  there  was  a very 
large  fcirrhous  appendage,  that  defcended  as 
low  as  the  crifla  of  the  os  ilium. 

Upon  infpedion  of  the  fpine,  we  dis- 
covered that  a griftly  fubdance  of  the  fize 
and  lhape  of  a turkey’s  egg,  and  of  fuperior 
firmnefs  to  mod:  fcirrhi,  formed  the  pro- 
tuberance obferved  before  death.  It  occu- 
pied the  places  of  the  fpinal,  articular,  and 
tranfverfe  precedes  of  three  vertebra:  of  the 

back, 
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back,  which  proceffes,  from  fome  remains 
in  a corroded  ilate,  appeared  to  have  been 
gradually  deftroyed  by  the  enlargement  of 
the  fcirrhus : the  fpongy  bodies  of  thefe 
vertebras  alone  efcaped.  This  fcirrhous 
mafs  lay  in  contact  with  the  fpinal  mar- 
row. The  capitula  of  two  or  three  of  the 
ribs  on  each  fide  were  alfo  much  corroded. 
In  fuch  circumftances,  it  will  not  appear 
furpriftng  that  the  cauftics  iliould  have 
failed  in  producing  their  cuftomary  effe&s.* 

CASE  VIL 

J-  D.  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s hofpital  in  February  1779. 

He  appeared  to  fuffer  much  from  a fcald- 
ing  of  his  water,  which  incelfantly  dribbled 
from  him.  He  complained  alfo  of  great 
languor  and  debility,  particularly  in  his 
knees  and  back,  and  numbnefs  in  his  feet ; 
a white  mucous  fediment  appeared  in  his 

urine : 

* I beg  leave  to  refer  my  readers,  on  this  occafion,  to 
a very  inftrudlive  cafe,  (in  which  the  paralytic  fymptoms 
evidently  arofe  from  a fubftance  of  fofter  contexture, 
prefling  upon  the  fpinal  marrow,)  inferted  in  the  third 
volume  of  “ Medical  obfervations  and  inquiries,  p. 
160,  &c. 
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urine  : an  obftinate  coftivenefs,  with  frequent 
tenefmus,  ihortnefs  of  breath,  a cough,  lofs 
of  appetite,  and  want  of  reft,  accompanied 
thefe  complaints. 

He  related,  that  his  diforder  originated 
from  a drain  which  he  received  from  carry- 
ing an  heavy  load,  about  feven  years  before 
the  time  of  his  application  for  relief.  Upon 
examination  of  the  fpine,  one  of  the  lumbar 
vertebras  appeared  confiderably  protuberant : 
upon  further  inquiry,  two  fiftulous  orifices 
were  difcovered  ; one  in  the  thigh,  the  other 
in  the  groin  of  the  oppoft te  fide,  from  w7hich 
pus  was  almoft  conftantly  difcharged.  From 
the  depth  and  direction  of  thefe . fibulas,  and 
the  patient’s  hiftory  of  his  diforder,  no  doubt 
was  entertained  of  the  fource  of  this  dis- 
charge being  feated  in  the  loins. 

The  cauftics  were  applied,  but  he  died  in 
a few  days,  perfectly  exhaufted,  before  any 
advantage  could  pofiibly  have  been  derived 
from  their  ufe. 

An  opportunity  was  not  indulged  of  in- 
fpe&ing  the  parts. 

From  reflecting  upon  this  cafe,  and  fome 
others  I have  met  with  of  a fimilar  nature, 

I have 
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I have  been  led  to  conclude,  that,  in  thofe 
inflances  of  the  diftempered  fpine,  where 
a protuberance,  evidencing  a mechanical 
derangement  of  the  parts,  is  conneded 
with  the  paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities, 
the  purulent  matter,  generated  while  the 
caries  is  advancing,  is  prevented  from  efcap- 
ing  downwards  by  the  thick  ligamentous 
fubftance  that  covers  the  corpora  vertebra- 
rum  ; and  that  this  fluid,  thus  detained,  af- 
fifts  in  the  further  corrofion  of  thofe  parts. 
Hence  the  fubfequent  inflection  of  the  fpine, 
and  the  protuberance  accounted  for  in  fo 
fatisfaCtory  a manner  by  Mr.  Pott.  In  other 
cafes  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  the  matter, 
formed  by  ulceration,  either  originates  on 
the  outflde  of  the  ligamentous  covering  of 
the  fpine,  or  elfe  burfts  from  its  confine- 
ment within  that  aponeurotic  expanfion, 
and  making  its  way  in  the  courfe  of  the 
pfoae  mufcles,  produces  that  peculiar  form 
of  the  diforder,  to  which  the  name  of  lum- 
bar abfcefs  is  afligned. 

Upon  mentioning  this  idea,  about  two 
years  ago,  to  a furgeon  of  eminence  in  this 
town,  he  fhewed  me  the  vertebra  of  a per- 
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fon  who  had  been  cured  of  a lumbar  abfcefs, 
and  afterwards  died  of  a different  complaint. 
Two  or  three  of  the  anterior  proceffes  of  the 
lumbar  vertebrae  had  evidently  been  carious  ; 
but  an  anchylofis  had  taken  place,  laminae 
of  the  oflific  matter  uniting  the  vertebra1, 
and  confolidating  them  into  an  inflexible 
mafs.* 

Witlrrefped:  to  the  treatment  of  lumbar 
abfcelfes,  it  may  perhaps  be  impoflible  to 
point  out  any  mode  of  treatment  whatever 
which  fliall  prove  fuccefsful.  It  may  not, 
however,  be  improper  to  obfervej  that  if 
the  ablcefs  be  opened  with  a knife,  the 
quantity  of  furface  expofed  to  the  air  in- 
duces that  degree  of  hedtic  fever,  under 
which  the  patient  generally  links ; nature, 
according  to  the  jufl;  conception  of  Mr. 

Hunter, 

* Mr.  Sheldon,  furgeon,  defervedly  celebrated  for  his 
anatomical  abilities,  favoured  me  with  the  fight  of  the 
vertebrae  of  a man,  who  had  laboured  under  two  lumbar 
abfceflcs  at  the  fame  time.  The  bodies  of  the  third  and 
fourth  vertebrae  of  the  loins,  the  fpinal  proceffes  of 
which  had  been  very  protuberant  in  the  living  fubjedt, 
were  nearly  deflroyed  by  ulceration,  and  the  nerves,  if, 
fuing  through  the  foramina  of  the  fpine,  in  part  oblb 
terated  by  the  ravages  of  the  difeafe,  \ 

II.  ''  'Ee 
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Hunter,  being  exhaufted  by  her  exertions  in 
attempting  a cure  of  what  it  tranfcends  her 
power  to  effedt. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  would  it  not  be 
feafonable  to  open  an  outlet  for  the  co'lledted 
fluid,  as  foon  as  the  fludluating  tumor  in  the 
groin,  and  other  fymptoms,  fhall  afcertain 
the  nature  of  the  complaint,  by  means  of  a 
cauftic  applied  to  the  moil  depending  part ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  form  large  ifliies  on 
each  fide  of  the  fpinal  procefles  of  the  firft 
or  fecond  vertebra  of  the  loins  ? Thus  might 
the  matter  already  colledted  be  gradually 
evacuated,  without  hazard  of  the  mifchief 
generally  attendant  upon  the  expofure  of  a 
large  internal  furface  to  the  free  admiflion 
of  the  air,  <md,  at  the  fame  time,  the  cure  of 
the  injured  vertebrae  be  promoted  by  the 
eftablilhment  of  a new  irritation,  or  drain, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  original  difeafe. 

I am  inclined  to  believe,  that  many  cafes 
occur  not  unlike  to  what  I have  juft  de- 
fcribed,  and  others  of  a nature  apparently 
diffimilar,  in  which  the  timely  application 
of  the  cauftics  would  prevent  the  melan- 
choly train  of  evils,  attributed  frequently,  in 

the 
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the  fir  ft  ftage,  to  other  caufes,  but,  in  fa<fit, 
derived  from  a diftempered  fpine.  A care- 
ful attention  to  fymptoms  and  directions 
may  perhaps  hereafter  afford  us  the  means  of 
dete&ing  the  latent  mifchief  in  its  firft  ac- 
cefs,  and  thus  enable  us  to  prefcribe  a ra- 
tional and  effectual  mode  of  cure. 

CASE  VIII. 

T.  R.  was  admitted  into  St,  Bartholo- 
mew’s hofpital  in  October,  1778. 

He  complained  of  a weaknefs  in  his  lower 
extremities,  for  which,  during  a courfe  of 
ten  weeks,  a great  variety  of  nervous  medi- 
cines was  prefcribed,  without  effedt.  No 
derangement  during  this  period  was  fufpedted 
in  his  fpine. 

The  diforder  now  rapidly  advancing,  his 
cafe  was  more  accurately  inquired  into ; a 
confiderable  degree  of  protuberance  was  dis- 
covered in  three  of  the  dorfal  vertebra?,  and 
the  cauftics  were  applied.  At  this  time,  the 
life  of  the  lower  extremities  was  intirely  loft ; ' 
the  diforder  had  proceeded  to  its  final  ftage. 
He  d ied  within  three  weeks  after  the  nature 
of  his  diforder  was  afcertained,  and  before  it 
E e 2. 
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Was  poffible  for  the  caudics  to  have  produced 
an y fenfible  efFed. 

In  his  narrative  he  declared,  that  he  did 
not  recoiled;  any  drain,  or  probable  caufe  of 
his  diforder.  The  fil’d  fymptom  was  a 
numbnefs,  which  fuddenly  feized  his  left 
indep,  affeding  him  with  the  fenfation  of 
an  heavy  body  driking  that  part : a weak- 
nefs  followed  in  both  his  knees  a rigidity 
of  the  lower  extremities  enfued,  with  a total 
infenfibility  of  thofe  parts.  He  complained 
alfo  of  a fharp  pain  in  the  right  fide  of  the 
' thorax,  proceeding  from  the  affeded  verte- 
bra. He  never  lod  the  power  of  excreting 
his  urine  or  his  dools. 

The  following  account  of  the  appear- 
ances after  death  is  drawn  up,  partly  from 
my  own  papers,  partly  from  the  papers  of  a 
gentleman  of  great  medical  abilities,  who 
attended  the  difiedion.* 

The  body  being  placed  with  the  face 
downwards,  a redangular  portion  of  the 
fpine,  containing  fix  or  feven  vertebrae,  with 
the  three  that  were  protuberant  in  the  middle, 

were 

* Dr.  Beerenbrock. 
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were  removed  by  the  faw.  Immediately  un- 
der them  was  lodged  about  half  a pint  of 
fcEtid  difcoloured  fluid,  contained  in  a pouch, 
and  in  contact  with  the  bodies  of  the  ver- 
tebra, which  was  prevented  from  entering 
into  the  cavity  of  the  thorax  by  the  aponeu- 
rotic expanfion  covering  the  fpine.  The 
bodies  of  two  of  the  vertebra  were  feparated 
from  the  other  procefTes  of  thofe  vertebra, 
and,  together  with  the  intervening  carti- 
lages, were  almofl:  intirely  diflblved  into  a 
liquid  cretaceous  fubflance.  The  vertebra 
immediately  contiguous  had  received  but 
little  injury,  although  their  bodies  were  ex- 
pofed  to^  the  fluid  contained  in  the  pouch  : 
the  aponeurotic  expanfion  confining  the 
fluid  was  much  thickened ; its  colour  almofl; 
black. 

The  medulla  fpinalis  appeared  perfectly 
found.  The  dura  mater,  where  it  lay  ex- 
pofed  to  the  matter,  was  alfo  black,  but  not 
eroded,  except  that  a fmall  aperture,  as  if 
made  with  a lancet,  was  difcerned  on  one 
fide,  through  which  it  was  fuppofed  the 
fluid  of  the  abfcefs  had  penetrated,  fo  as  to 
prefs  upon  the  fpinal  marrow  itfelf.  A por- 
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tion  of  two  or  three  of  the  dorfal  nerves  on 
one  hde,  in  the  place  where  they  iffue  be- 
tween the  vertebra;,  was  totally  deftroyed.- 
The  capitula  of  the  correfponding  ribs  were, 
alfo  expofed  and  coniiderably  eroded. 

N 

CASE  IX. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1779,  I at- 
tended a boy  about  feven  years  of  age,  who 
laboured  under  tfj£  fymptoms  of  obflruftion 
in  the  mefenteric  glands.  His  belly  was 
prominent  and  hard,  his  ftools  were  filmy, 
and  he  was  much  reduced  in  confequence  of 
an  hedxic  fever,  attended  with  cough,  lots  of 
appetite,  and  refllefTnefs.  His  manner  of 
walking  was  aukward  and  irregular  and  he 
frequently  complained  of  a pain  in  the  thigh, 
of  the  right  fide,  and  a violent  itching  in 
the  groin. 

Upon  furveying  the  fpine,  I obferved  that 
fpecies  of  inflexion  to  which  nofologifls  give 
the  name  of  fcoliofls  3 and  upon  a fecond 
examination,  feme  weeks  afterwards,  a flight 
degree  of  protuberance  of  the  tenth  or  ele- 
venth dorfal  vertebra  began  to  difclofe  it- 
felf. 
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I had  tried  fome  of  the  ordinary  remedies 
prefcribed  in  fcrofulous  cafes,  before  the 
protuberance  was  difcerned,  without  much 
fuccefs.  Upon  the  difcovery  of  this  appear- 
ance, I earneftly  recommended  the  ufe  of 
the  cauftics,  according  tp  Mr.  Pott’s  di- 
rections, but  my  remonftrances  were  in  vain. 
At  the  end  of  eighteen  months,  I faw  this 
child  bent  almoft  double,  the  ufe  of  the 
lower  extremities  utterly  loft,  and  with  all 
the  fymptoms  of  approaching  diftolution, 
which  took  place  jn  the  cpurfe  of  a few 
days. 

I am  much  inclined  to  believe  that  this 
child  might  have  been  faved  by  an  applica- 
tion of  the  cauftics,  immediately  upon  the 
difcovery  of  the  protuberance  in  the  fpine. 

Since  the  time  of  my  attendance  upon  the 
preceding  cafe,  I have  very  frequently  feen 
children,  nearly  of  the  fame  age,  labouring 
under  fimilar  complaints,  which  I have 
reafon  to  prefume  were  derived  from  the  fame 
fource.  In  fome  the  lumbar  vertebras  were 
evidently  protuberant ; in  others,  a final} 
degree  of  protuberance  might  be  obferved  in 
the  lower  vertebras  of  the  back,  attended 
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with  pain  upon  the  flighted:  touch.  In  all 
thefe  cafes,  there  was  a confiderable  promi- 
nency of  the  belly,  and  other  figns  of  ob- 
flru&ion  in  the  glandular  fyftem.  Is  it  not, 
therefore,  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  one 
of  the  conglobate  glands,  of  which  many 
are  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lumbar  ver- 
tebrae, may  frequently  be  the  original  feat 
of  the  difeafe,  and  that  from  thence  the  ul- 
ceration is  extended  to  the  vertebras  them- 
felves  ? 

In  other  cafes,  there  is  ground  for  fufbi- 
Cion,  that  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae,  or  the 
intervertebral  fubftance,  are  primarily  af- 
fected, the  fame  fcrofulous  difpolition  in- 
ducing this  diftemper,  which  is  known  fo 
frequently  to  affedt  the  acetabulum  of  the 
thigh,  the  joints  of  the  elbow,  and  the  knee, 
with  the  correfponding  ligaments ; diforders, 
to  which  the  name  of  white  fwelling  is  com- 
monly adigned. 

When  this  diforder  affeCts  the  eyes,  or 
fuch  of  the  conglobate  glands  as  evidence 
themfelves  to  the  touch,  the  nature  of  the 
complaint  is  quickly  perceived,  and  idues  are 
ordered  with  dngular  advantage.  With  equal 
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propriety,  furely,  may  fimilar  drains  be  re- 
commended in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
difeafed  parts,  when  the  joints  are  affeded, 
whether  they  be  the  joints  of  the  extremities, 
or  the  articulations  of  the  fpine. 

The  paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities, 
with  a debility  in  the  functions  of  the  blad- 
der and  the  redum,  which  take  place  when 
the  fpine  is  the  feat  of  fcrofula,  are  the 
mere  effeds  of  the  diforder,  occupying  the 
vicinity  of  large  portions  of  that  fubfiance, 
which  is  the  proper  feat  of  fenfibility  and 
voluntary  power  ; and,  therefore,  ought  by 
no  means  to  enter  into  the  definition  of  the 
difeafe.  Not  only  an  erroneous  defcription 
of  a diforder,  but  even  the  afiigning  of  an 
improper  name  to  a complaint,  as  Mr.  Pott 
has  repeatedly  obferved,  leads  to  an  improper 
treatment  of  that  diforder  and  thus  the 
art  of  medicine  often  perpetuates  the  evils, 
which  it  is  its  objed  to  remove.  In  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  mifconception,  I have  fre- 
quently feen  the  whole  clafs  of  nervous  me- 
dicines employed,  and  the  Bath  waters  pre- 
fcribed,  to  relieve  the  paralyfis  of  the  lower 
extremities  when,  after  the  caufe  of  the 
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diforder  was  detedled,  it  was  obvious  that 
they  muft  neceffarily  have  aggravated  the 
difeafe  : and  I am  very  much  incline-;  to  be- 
lieve that  many  other  disorders,  reputed  ner- 
vous, are  the  effects  of  complaints  merely 
local,  and  are  frequently  derived  from  fome 
affe&ions  of  the  vifcera  of  the  abdomen,  for 
which  medicines  of  a very  different  opera- 
tion fhould  be  prefcribed. 

CASE  X. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  laffc  year,  I was  defired 
to  vifit  a perfon  who  laboured  under  an  ob- 
ftinate  coftivenefs,  and  a complaint  in  his 
bladder.  Upon  my  arrival  at  his  houfe, 
I found  that  he  had  had  no  evacuation  by 
ilool  for  the  laft  fortnight,  and  that  for  fix 
months  pad,  his  urine,  which  abounded 
with  a yellow  fediment  of  a purulent  appear- 
ance, came  involuntarily  from  him,  and 
without  his  perception.  He  complained 
much  of  fpafms,  and  of  pains  affedling  his 
calves,  his  ancles,  the  foies  and  the  great 
toes  of  his  feet,  which  were  very  excruciat- 
ing when  he  fat  up  in  bed.  He  felt  the 
Operation  of  medicines  in  the  upper  part  of 

his 
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his  bowels : in  the  lower,  numbnefs  pre- 
vailed. It  was  with  difficulty  that  he  re- 
tained either  food  or  medicine  on  his  fto- 
mach  j his  pulfewas  languid,  and  his  whole 
appearance  evidenced  him  to  be  on  the  verge 
of  diffolution,  which  in  a few  days  after- 
wards took  place. 

Upon  inquiry  into  his  hiftory  and  pre- 
ceding fymptoms,  he  informed  me,  that 
fourteen  years  ago  he  had  received  a bruife 
from  being  preffed  between  two  carriages, 
which  had  caufed  a vomiting  of  blood.  That 
for  three  or  four  years  paft,  he  had  felt  pain- 
ful fenfations  in  his  loins,  from  which 
period  he  dated  the  commencement  of  the 
diforder  in  his  bladder. 

On  account  of  the  pains  in  his  feet,  his 
complaints  were  treated  as  proceeding  from 
rheumatifm  or  the  gout,  and  Bath  waters 
were  prefcribed,  but  no  advantage  was  de- 
rived from  their  ufe. 

About  a month  before  I faw  him,  a flight 
degree  of  fullnefs  was  obferved  in  the  region 
of  the  os  facrum  ; but  it  was  never  fuf- 
pedted,  that  the  original  caufe  of  his  diforder 
was  feated  in  that  part. 
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Under  a full  perfuafion,  that  feme  con- 
cealed mifehief  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
os  facrum  was  the  fource  of  his  complaints, 
after  having  procured  an  evacuation  by  the 
help  of  caftor  oil,  I directed  cauftics  to  be 
applied  to  the  protuberant  part ; but  he  died 
before  any  feparation  of  the  doughs  had 
taken  place. 

Upon  examination  of  the  body  after  death, 
the  colon,  from  its  commencement  to  the 
beginningof  the  redtum,  appeared  conlider- 
ably  enlarged,  and  much  diftended  with 
fasces  j the  bladder  alfo  was  greatly  enlarged, 
its  mufcular  coatprasternaturally  thickened, 
and  its  inner  furface  fafciculated  ; but  no 
ulcer,  erodon,  or  any  other  injury  whatever 
was  difeerned. 

Upon  examination  of  the  os  facrum,  an 
tincommom  derangement  prefen  ted  itfelf  to 
the  light,  exhibiting  the  immediate  fource 
of  the  patient’s  complicated  complaints; 
the  pofterior  furface  of  that  bone  was  fe- 
parated  intirely  by  caries  from  the  anterior : 
the  difiemper  had  alfo  penetrated  deep  in 
its  fubftance,  having  nearly  obliterated  thole 
pro  cedes  of  the  fpinal  marrow,  which  form 
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the  ifchiatic  nerve,  and  greatly  injured  the 
fpinal  marrow  itfelf. 

Upon  an  accurate  furvey,  every  othci^part 
of  the  fpine,  and  all  the  vifcera,  botn  of 
the  thorax  and  abdomen,  appeared  perfedly 
found. 

Although  it  was  the  main  object  and  de- 
fign  of  this  publication,  to  illufirate  and  con- 
firm, as  far  as  my  feeble  powers  would 
admit,  the  doCtrine  of  that  able  practitioner, 
who  has  deferved  fo  much  of  his  country 
and  mankind ; yet,  in  the  feleCtion  of  the 
preceding  cafes,  and  the  enumeration  of  the 
fymptoms,  attendant  upon  the  various  ftages 
of  this  calamitous  diforder,  it  was  alfo  my 
defign  to  afford  materials,  for  an  early  in- 
veftigation  of  the  frequently  concealed 
fource  of  complaints,  differenced  from  each 
other  in  their  outward  form  ; in  origin  fub- 
flantially  the  fame.  I have  a fimilar  end 
in  view  in  the  remaining  pages  of  this  traCt, 
in  which  I fhall,  with  fidelity,  report  fuch 
other  particulars,  as  feem  worthy  of  atten- 
tion, feleCted  from  a great  variety  of  cafes, 
which  fell  within  my  immediate  obferva- 
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tion ; the  narrative  firft  in  order  forming 
the  only  exception  to  this  rule. 

Thehiftory,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
abftrad,  was  communicated  to  me  with  fuch 
circum  fiances  of  credibility,  as  would  not 
permit  me  to  doubt  of  the  accuracy  of  the 
report. 

CASE  XI. 

A boy,  about  twelve  years  of  age,  re- 
ceived a blow  from  a hone,  which  ftruck 
his  loins.  In  the  evening  of  the  fame  day 
he  was  feized  with  a fhivering,  which  laded 
about  five  minutes ; a fever  fucceeded,  which 
ran  high  during  the  night,  but  abated  to- 
wards the  morning.  At  the  fame  period  of 
time,  a contraction  of  his  legs  took  place, 
attended  with  great  debility  of  his  lower  ex- 
tremities. He  complained  of  pains  all  over 
him,  but  more  particularly  in  his  flomach 
and  the  fmall  of  his  back. 

As  the  accident,  which  gave  occafion  to 
thefe  fymptoms,  wxis  not  known  to  the 
friends  of  the  patient,  the  diforder  was 
treated  as  a feverifh  complaint.  It  fometimes 

remitted  j at  other  times,  a perfed  intermif- 
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lion  of  the  feveriili  fymptonis  took  place. 
The  power  of  moving  his  limbs  was  daily 
diminifhed,  until,  at  the  clofe  of  ten  days 
from  the  time  of  the  accident,  he  was  ut- 
terly incapable  of  lifting  them  from  the 
ground.  At  this  period  no  fwelling  was 
perceptible  on  his  back. 

In  about  a month  after  the  time  of  receiv- 
ing the  injury,  his  fttuation  was  truly  de- 

V 

plorable : his  appetite  was  loft,  his  pulfe 
was  quick  and  feeble  : he  was  affeded  with 
a cough  and  purging,  and  the  facies  Hippo- 
cratia  was  evident  to  an  extreme  degree. 

At  this  time  a lump  was  difcovered,  about 
the  ftze  of  a large  egg,  not  much  inflamed, 
nor  very  painful,  which  comprehended  the 
fecond  and  third  vertebras  of  the  loins,  not 
unlike  a beginning  abfcefs. 

A large  in  chi  on  was  made  into  the  tu- 
mour, and  two  beans  inferted : a kindly 
fuppuration  took  place  on  the  third  day,  and, 
at  the  end  of  a week,  he  was  confiderably 
better  ; his  countenance  was  more  enlivened, 
his  pulfe  improved,  and  the  power  of  moving 
his  limbs  in  part  regained. 

The  ifliie  difcharging  freely,  the  fwelling 
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gradually  abated,  and,  in  the  fpace  of  a 
month,  intirely  difappeared. 

The  idues  were  dried  up  fooner  than  the 
gentleman  who  attended  had  directed.  At 
the  end  of  three  months  he  was  able  to  walk 
a condderable  didance  with  little  inconve- 
nience, but  every  material  change  of  weather 
very  fenfibly  affedted  him. 

Few  indances,  hitherto  obferved,  more 
drongly  point  out  the  operation  and  advan- 
tage of  the  idues. 

CASE  XII. 

A labouring  man,  for  a length  of  time, 
had  been  afdidted  with  the  ordinary  lymp- 
toms,'  attendant  upon  an  evidently  didem- 
pered  fpine.  He  was  admitted  into  St.  Bar- 
tholomew’s hofpital,  and  the  caudics  were 
applied,  according  to  the  prefcribed  mode. 

At  the  end  of  a few  months  he  fo  far  reco- 
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vered,  that  he  left  the  hofpital,  and  returned 
to  his  work.  The  diforaer  returning,  in 
confequence  of  too  early  an  application  to 
his  employment,  he  a fecond  time  petitioned 
for  adidance : the  caudics  were  a fecond 
time  dii-ecded ; but  being  applied  by  a per- 
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« fon,  not  under  the  immediate  infpedlion  of 
Mr.  Pott,  about  three  inches  below  the  pro- 
tuberance, they  produced  no  efFedt,  though 
continued  for  many  weeks.  At  length, 
upon  the  remonftrance  of  a gentleman  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  Mr.  Pott’s  mode  of 
treatment,  they  were  renewed  in  the  former 
place.  The  efFedt  was  quickly  vifible.  At 
the  conclufion  of  two  months,  the  patient 
was  bifcharged  in  perfedt  health. 

CASE  XI1L 

A girl  was  admitted  into  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s hofpital,  afHidted  with  the  diforder, 
termed  St.  Vitus’s  dance.  Some  of  the  ver- 
tebrae of  the  neck  were  very  protuberant. 
The  cauftics  were  applied,  and,  from  the 
effedts  produced  by  their  ufe,  it  was  evident 
the  convulfive  fymptoms  were  derived  from 
a diftempered  fpine.  At  the  clofe  of  a 
fhorter  period  than  is  ufual  in  thefe  cafes, 
fhe  left  the  hofpital,  free  from  her  com- 
plaint. 

CASE  XIV. 

I lately  attended  a lady,  of  a very  deli- 
cate frame,  who  was  frequently  affedted 
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with  pains  in  the  domach,  naufea,  forenefs 
of  the  dernum,  languors,  hyderic  rifings, 
numbnefs,  and  cramps  in  the  legs  and  feet. 
Her  complaints,  for  the  courfe  of  feveral 
years,  were  attributed  to  the  gout;  at 
length  a protuberance  was  difcovered  in  the 
fpine : upon  further  inquiry  it  appeared, 
that  this  protuberance  had  fubfided  for  fome 
years.  She  complained  alfo  of  weaknefs  in 
her  ancles,  want  of  feeling  in  her  hands, 
and  fenfations  as  if  one  fide  was  upon  the 
point  of  becoming  paralytic,  and  a condant 
pain  in  the  fmall  of  her  back ; the  protu- 
berant fpinal  procedes  of  the  affedted  ver- 
tebral were  tender  to- the  touch.  I advifed 
the  application  of  the  caudics,  but  my 
remonftrances,  as  has  happened  not  un- 
frequently  in  limilar  circumdances,  have 
hitherto  been  urged  in  vain. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  attendance  at  St.  Bar- 
tholomew’s hofpital,  and  alfo  in  my  private 
practice,  I have  not  unfrequently  met  with 
complaints,  aridng  from  a great  variety  of 
afligned  caufes,  which  bore  a drong  analogy 
to  fome  of  the  preceding  cafes,  In  feveral 
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patients  of  a delicate  habit  of  body,  who  in 
early  life  had  experienced  fcrofulous  com- 
plaints, I have  obferved  the  joints  of  the 
knees  to  be  feeble,  fwoln,  and  painful ; the 
articulations  alfo  of  the  fpine  were  fi milady 
affected,  many  of  them  evidencing  great 
fenfibility  upon  the  gentled;  touch,  and  in  a 
flight  degree  protuberant.  Palpitations  of 
the  heart,  incontinence  of  urine,  general 
debility,  and  irregular  pains  in  the  legs  and 
feet,  have  accompanied  thefe  fymptoms.  In 
other  inftances,  thefe  pains  have  been  termed 
rheumatic,  by  the  patients  or  their  friends, 
and  have  been  attributed  to  the  effeds  of 
cold.  I have  often  had  reafon  to  be]ieve3 
that  thefe  complaints  were  the  confequences 
of  venereal  indulgences  ; and  that,  after  ex- 
hibiting the  appearances  of  the  ditorder, 
defcribed  by  Lommius  * and  other  authors, 
under  the  name  of  <£  Tabes  Dorfalis,’’  they 
fometimes  terminate  in  a paralylis  of  the 
lower  extremities  and  a carious  fpine. 

In  fome  of  the  cafes  which  have  fallen 
under  my  obfervation,  the  fymptoms,  dum 
jng  the  early  Pages  of  the  diforder,  were 
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conceived  to  be  owing  to  the  gravel,  or  to 
rheumatifm  in  the  loins ; and,  in  two  or 
three  inftances,  to  the  gout.  This,  perhaps 
unavoidable,  mifconception  in  the  caufe  of 
the  diforder,  naturally  led  to  a mode  of 
treatment,  from  which  the  patient  not  only 
received  no  advantage,  but  was  alfo  fub- 
jeCted  to  the  hazard  of  lofing  the  feafon,  in 
which  the  rational  mode  of  cure  could  be 
productive  of  a falutary  effeCt. 

In  two  or  three  inftances  I have  obferved, 
that  the  termination  of  fever  has  been  at- 
tended with  circumftances,  that  feemed  to 
indicate  an  inflammation  and  confequent  ab- 

fcefs,  either  in  the  fpine  itfelf,  or  its  vici- 
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nity ; but  this  I offer  merely  as  matter  of 
conjecture,  not  having  fufhcient  authority, 
either  from  difteCtions  or  the  effeCt  of  cau- 
ftics,  to  aflert  the  faCt. 

When  I firft  attended  to  this  fubjeCt,  I 
was  inclined  to  believe  that  thofe  parts  alone, 
whofe  nerves  are  derived  from  the  fpinal 
marrow,  below  the  injured  vertebra?,  or 
from  its  immediate  vicinity,  were  affeCted 
with  numbnefs,  pain,  paralyfis,  or  fpafm; 
but  many  cafes  have  lately  been  obferved  in 
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the  hofpital  I attend,  and  others  I have  feen 
in  private  pradice,  in  which  the  upper  ex- 
tremities have  been  affeded,  although  the 
diforder  occupied  parts  of  the  fpine,  conli- 
derably  beneath  the  origins  of  the  axillary 
plexus.  I conceive  it  would  not  be  a mat- 
ter of  difficulty  to  explain  this  fad,  as  well 
as  many  others  of  a fimilar  kind,  from  the 
dodrine  lately  advanced  by  the  ingenious 
Scarpa,  refpeding  the  nature  and  ufe  of  the 
ganglions  of  the  nerves,  and  the  confequent 
prevalence  of  lympathy  in  the  nervous  fyf- 
tem ; but  it  would  be  a departure  from  my 
purpofe  to  introduce  theoretical  difquifitions 
into  an  effiay  merely  pradical.  Whether  the 
following  cafe  can  be  urged  as  an  evidence 
of  the  fad,  I will  not  pofitively  determine  ; 
the  detail  of  it,  however,  may  perhaps  an- 
fwer  fome  purpofes  of  no  lefs  importance. 

CASE  XV. 

R.  I.  aged  twenty-four  years,  was  ad- 
mitted into  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital  in 
May,  1781. 

Every  attention  poffible  was  afforded  to 
his  cafe  by  the  phyfician.  The  following 
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remedies  were  prefcribed : Mithridat.  cum 
fpir.  Minder,  piL  aromatic — rad.  val.  fylv. 
p.  femin,  finap.  aa  dr.  j.  cum  decodt.  cort. — > 
bain,  frigid.-— julep,  volat. — ol.  e pedibus 
bovin. — tindl.  guaiac.  volat.  ter  die — infuf. 
lenit.  pro  re  nata-Miauft.  oleos.  cum  manna 
— enema  Terebinth. — ol.  ricini,  fextis  horis. 

At  the  clofe  of  fix  weeks  from  the  date 
of  his  admifiion,  upon  the  recommendation 
of  the  attending  phyfician,  he  was  examined 
by  Mr.  Pott.  The  tenth  vertebra  of  the 
back  was  found  confiderably  protuberant. 

The  following  is  an  abfiradt  of  his  iymp- 
toms  at  this  period  : 

He  lay  constantly  on  his  back,  unable  to 
turn  himfelf  in  bed,  and  almoft  intirely  de- 
prived of  the  ule  of  all  his  limbs.  His  legs, 
fix  or  feven  times  in  an  hour,  were  drawn 
upwards  with  convulfive  twitchings,  his 
great  toes  and  fingers  being  alfo  agitated 
with  fpafms.  His  head,  at  the  fame  time, 
was  drawn  violently  backward ; all  thefe 
convulfive  motions  were  attended  with  con- 
siderable anxiety.  Numbnefs  prevailed  in 
his  loins,  his  knees,  and  feet.  The  fenle 
of  feeling  and  powers  of  motion  were  de- 
stroyed 
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firoyed  in  almoft  every  part  of  his  frame : 
his  abdomen  was  fwoln  and  hard : an  ob- 
flinate  coftivenefs  and  difficulty  of  making 
water  were  fuperadded  to  thefe  fufferings ; a 
violent  pain  was  felt  in  the  protuberant  ver- 
tebra, when  he  was  under  the  influence  of 
the  fpafms. 

It  appeared  from  his  hiftory,  that  he  had 
been  affeded  with  the  lues,  and  for  fome 
years  paft  had  been  very  much  devoted  to 
venereal  indulgences. 

The  firfl  fymptom  that  alarmed  him,  was 
a ftiffnefs  in  his  neck,  which  came  upon 
him  fuddenly  in  the  night,  about  three 
months  before  the  time  of  his  admiffion.  At 
the  end  of  two  months  from  the  firfl;  feizure, 
his  right  leg  began  to  be  affeded.  The 
cold-bath  was  prefcribed  at  this  period, 
which  aggravated  his  complaints.  He  gra- 
dually grew  worfe  till  a general  coldnefs 
prevailed  through  the  whole  fyftem,  and 
every  part  of  his  frame  was  affeded  with 
paralyfis  or  fpafm. 

The  application  of  the  cauftics  was  at- 
tended with  very  little  advantage  : through 
a defed  of  the  vital  power,  they  occafioned 
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no  pain ; and  it  was  with  difficulty  nature 
effected  a reparation  of  the  houghs : his  di- 
fcreffing  fymptoms  continued  till  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  about  two  months  after 
the  nature  of  his  complaint  was  afcertained. 

In  two  or  three  inftances,  I have  obferved 
the  upper  cervical  vertebrae  aftedted.  In 
one  of  thefe,  a collection  of  matter  was 
found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fecond  vertebra, 
commonly  termed  dentata.  The  unhappy 
fufferer,  upon  every  motion  of  his  head, 
felt  a pain  defcend  in  the  courfe  of  the  fpinal 
marrow,  with  general  numbnefs,  and  fome- 
times  pricking  pains  at  the  extremities  of 
his  toes  and  fingers. 

I am  fenfible  that  the  credit  of  a remedy 
frequently  fuccefsful  is  often  impaired  by 
its  injudicious,  or  too  extenfive  application, 
yet,  feeing  every  reafon  to  conclude  with 
Mr.  Pott,  that  the  advantage  gained  from 
the  cauftics  is,  in . a great  meafure,  owing 
to  the  new  irritation,  or  difcharge,  occa- 
fioned  by  them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  affieCted 
part,  I cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  re- 
commending their  ufc  in  many  idiopathic 
affections  of  the  head. 
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Iffues  in  the  neck  have  frequently  been 
advifed,  in  cafes  of  apoplexy  and  palfy,  by 
phyficians  and  furgeons  of  the  greateSt  name. 
It  is  to  be  wiShed,  that  the  effedts  of  cauttics 
in  removing  the  diftreffing  fymptoms,  at- 
tendant upon  a diftempered  fpine,  may  lead 
practitioners  to  a more  general  application 
of  this  remedy,  when  the  primary  fource  of 
fenfation  and  motion  is  the  feat  of  the  com^ 
plaint. 

I am  perfuaded,  that  if  all  the  cafes  of 
a diftempered  fpine,  which  have  occurred 
during  the  lad:  five  years  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew’s hofpital,  were  faithfully  and  circum- 
fiantially  reported,  great  advantage  would 
be  derived  to  medical  knowledge,  and  the 
mode  of  treatment,  recommended  by  Mr. 
Pott,  be  ftill  more  evidently  demonstrated. 
The  interefts  of  truth  have  nothing  to  ap- 
prehend from  the  keennefs  of  investigation, 
and  the  utmoft  feverity  of  human  judg- 
ment. I Should,  therefore,  with  to  fee  the 
do&rine,  advanced  by  that  accomplished 
practitioner,  further  difcufied,  convinced, 
that  its  harmony  with  truth  and  reafon 
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would  be  eftablifhed  by  an  appeal  to  fadl ; 
the  hofpitals  of  this  metropolis  and  king- 
dom would  afford  too  many  Opportunities 
of  afcertaining  this  point. 

I am  fenfible  that  the  preceding  details 
are  in  many  refpedts  imperfedt : from  an 
hope,  however,  that  they  may  not  be  alto- 
gether unufeful,  they  are,  with  deference, 
fubmitted  to  the  indulgent  candour  of  the 
public. 

N It  remains  that  I fubjoin  the  refult  of  my 
own  experience  and  obfervation  on  this  fub- 
jedh 

The  general  conclufions,  fuggeffed  by  the 
preceding  cafes,  and  above  twice  the  number 
of  others,  to  which  I have  afforded  a diflindt 
attention,  are  as  follows  : 

1 . That  the  cauftics,  which  were  indifcri- 
minately  applied  in  every  flage  of  the  difeafe, 
were  the  efficient  means  of  cure  in  a majority 
of  the  cafes : and  that  they  generally  fuc- 
ceeded,  when  the  cafe  could,  with  propriety, 
be  termed  a fair  one. 

2.  That  in  the  remainder,  with  two  or 
three  exceptions,  they  produced  an  evident 
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effedt  in  reftoring  fenfibility  and  fome  degree 
of  motion. 

3.  That  in  the  unfuccefsful  cafes,  the 
patients  died  exhaufted  by  hedtic  fever,  and 
the  genuine  effedts  of  the  diftemper,  and  did 
not  appear  to  be  prejudiced,  in  the  remoteft 
degree,  by  the  application  of  the  cauftics. 
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APPENDIX. 


CASE  OF  CATALEPSY. 

Although  the  fubjoined  hiftory  has  no 
connection  with  the  preceding  cafes,  I truft 
the  perufal  of  it  will  not  be  unpleafing  to 
my  readers,  as  it  relates  to  a diforder  of  un- 
frequent occurrence  in  ordinary  practice. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  laft  year,  I was 
defired  to  viiit  a young  lady,  who,  for  nine 
months,  had  been  afflicted  with  that  lingular 
diforder  termed  “ a catalepfy.”  Although  the 
was  prepared  for  my  vifit,  fhe  was  feized 
with  the  diforder  as  foon  as  my  arrival  was 
announced.  She  was  employed  in  netting, 
and  was  paffing  the  needle  through  the 
mefh;  in  which  pofition  the  immediately 
became  rigid,  exhibiting,  in  a very  pleafing 
form,  a figure  of  death-like  fleep,  beyond 
the  power  of  art  to  imitate,  or  the  imagina- 
tion to  conceive.  Her  forehead  was  ferene, 
her  features  perfectly  compofed.  The  pale- 
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nefs  of  her  colour,  her  breathing  at  a d if- 
tance  being  alfo  fcarce  perceptible,  operated 
in  rendering  the  fi militude  to  marble  more 
exaCt  and  flunking.  The  pofition  of  her 
fingers,  hands,  and  arms,  was  altered  with 
difficulty  ; but  they  preferved  every  form  of 
flexure  they  acquired  : nor  were  the  mufcles 
of  the  neck  exempted  from  this  law ; her 
head  maintaining  every  fituation,  in  which 
the  hand  could  place  it,  as  firmly  as  her 
limbs. 

Upon  gently  raifing  the  eyelids,  they  im- 
mediately clofed,  with  a degree  of  fpafm. 
The  iris  contracted  upon  the  approach  of  a 
candle,  as  in  a flate  of  vigilance ; the  eye- 
ball itfelf  was  flightly  agitated  with  a tre- 
mulous motion,  not  difcernible  when  the 
eyelid  had  defcended. 

About  half  an  hour  after  my  arrival,  the 
rigidity  in  her  limbs  and  ftatue-like  appear- 
ance being  yet  unaltered,  fhe  fung  three 
plaintive  fongs,  in  a tone  of  voice  fo  ele- 
gantly expreflive,  and  with  fuch  affeCting 
modulation,  as  evidently  pointed  out,  how 
much  the  moft  powerful  pafiion  of  the  mind 
was  concerned  in  the  production  of  her  dif- 
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order,  as  indeed  her  hiftory  confirmed.  In 
a few  minutes  afterwards  file  fighed  deeply, 
and  the  fpafm  in  her  limbs  was  immediately 
relaxed.  She  complained  that  fhe  could  not 
open  her  eyes,  her  hands  grew  cold,  a ge- 
neral tremor  followed ; but,  in  a few  feconds, 
recovering  intirely  her  recolle&ion  and 
powers  of  motion,  fhe  entered  into  a detail 
of  her  fymptoms,  and  the  hiftory  of  her 
complaints. 

She  informed  me,  that  fhe  had  no  recol- 
lection whatever  of  what  palled  in  the  fits ; 
that  upon  coming  out  of  them  fhe  felt  fa- 
tigue, in  proportion  to  the  time  of  their  con- 
tinuance j and  that  they  fometimes  lafted 
for  five  hours,  though  generally  for  a much 
fhorter  period. 

She  further  related,  that  the  fits  returned 
once  or  twice  a day,  fometimes  more  fre- 
quently ; but  that  Hie  never  was  troubled 
with  them  in  the  night.  She  fometimes  loft 
her  fight  and  fpeech,  the  power  over  her 
limbs,  and  her  intellectual  faculties  remain- 
ing unimpaired.  The  fits  frequently  attacked 
her  without  any  previous  warning  : at  other 
times,  a fluttering  at  her  ftomach,  and  a 
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fixed  pain  at  the  top  of  her  head,  occupying 
a part  which  fhe  could  cover  with  her  fin- 
ger, announced  their  approach. 

Hyfterical  ri lings  in  her  throat,  appear- 
ances of  fire,  pains  in  her  eyes,  and  not  un- 
frequently  in  her  teeth,  flatulence,  a fen fe  of 
weight  in  her  ftomach  after  eating,  with 
convulfive  motions  in  the  region  of  that  or- 
gan, were  fuperadded  fymptoms,  of  which 
file  much  complained. 

Her  diforder  was  evidently  exafperated  at 
the  approach  of  the  catamenia,  which  were 
conftantly  prefent  at  the  regular  period.  She 
was  always  much  agitated  previoufly  to  a 
ftorm  of  thunder ; and  every  material  alte- 
ration of  the  weather  produced  a fenfible 
effect. 

After  fhe  had  difcourfed  for  fome  time 
with  apparent  calmnefs,  the  univerfal  fpafm 
fuddenly  returned.  Her  features  now  af- 
fumed  a different  form,  denoting  a mind 
ftrongly  impreffed  with  anxiety  and  appre- 
henfion.  At  times  fhe  uttered  fhort  and 
vehement  exclamations,  in  a piercing  tone 
of  voice,  expreflive  of  the  paflions  that  agi- 
tated h.er  mind ; her  hands  being  ftrongly 
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locked  in  each  other,  and  all  her  mufcles, 
thofe  fubfervient  to  fpeech  excepted,  being 
affected  with  the  fame  rigidity  as  before. 

During  the  time  of  my  attendance,  fimi- 
lar  appearances  were  frequently  exhibited. 

I was  informed,  by  the  family,  of  many 
particularities  in  the  accefs  of  the  diforder, 
all  denoting  its  instantaneous  effect  upon  the 
nervous  fyftem.  She  once  was  feized  in  my 
prefence  while  drinking  tea,  and  became 
univerfally  rigid,  at  the  inltant  the  was  ad- 
vancing the  tea-cup  to  her  mouth.  Her 
tears  fometimes  flowed  copioufly,  while 
every  internal,  as  well  as  external  fenfe, 
feemed  intirely  locked  up  in  Sleep. 

I will  now  proceed  to  defcribe  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  diforder,  and  the  mode  of  treat- 
ment,  before  She  was  intruSted  to  my  care. 

It  appears,  that  for  many  years  before  the 
accefs  of  the  cataleptical  fymptoms,  She  had 
buffered  much  from  violent  head-achs,  par- 
ticularly that  fpecies  of  head-ach,  termed 
clavus  hyStericus.  Her  fpirits  were  eaflly 
difcompofed.  Her  fingers,  upon  touching 
cold  fubStances,  would  frequently  lofe  their 
natural  heat  and  feeling.  Her  habit  of  body 
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had  been  uncommonly  coftive,  but  of  late 
her  bowels  were  much  diflurbed  by  every 
kind  of-  laxative.  Her  nervous  complaints 
were  always  particularly  troublefome  at  the 
approach  of  rain,  and  after  a fleeplefs  night. 

Her  diforder  commenced  with  hyfteric 
fits;  to  thefe  fucceeded  a delirium  of  feve- 
r-al  days  continuance,  attended  with  flight 
fhiverings,  but  no  other  fign  of  fever : the 
catalepfy  followed  next  in  order,  which  at 
firfr  affedted  her  with  only  fingle  fits,  at  a 
week  or  fortnight’s  interval;  thefe  gradually 
advanced  in  ftrength  and  frequency,  until, 
by  her  own  fufferings,  and  her  fenfibility, 
on  account  of  the  anxiety  of  her  friends,  fhe 
was  reduced  to  the  mofl  pitiable  diftrefs. 

Before  I faw  her,  fhe  had  been  under  the 
care  of  a phyfician  of  eminence  in  the  coun- 
try, who  had  attended  to  her  cafe  with  lin- 
gular humanity,  and  had  prefcribed  various 
medicines  of  the  nervous  kind ; which  at 
one  time  produced  fo  favourable  an  effect,  as 
even  to  flatter  with  the  profpedt  of  a cure ; 
but  the  fymptoms  returning  with  increafed 
violence,  through  frefh  anxiety  of  mind,  the 
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fame  courfe  of  medicine  was  not  attended 
with  the  fame  fuccefs. 

Mufk,  opium,  and  bark,  the  latter  of 
which  did  not  always  agree  with  her  bowels, 
were  found  moft  effective.  Of  mufk  fhe 
had  taken  to  the  amount  of  a drachm  and  a 
half  each  day.  Its  ufe  removed  a fenfe  of 
chillnefs,  of  which  fhe  before  had  much 
complained.  A few  drops  of  laudanum  at 
the  hour  of  reft  had  alfo  been  attended  with 
advantage. 

After  I had  tried  aether— liquor  anodyn. 
mineral.  Hoffm. — ol.  client,  eflor.  chamaem. 
— ol.  fuccini — extradt.  cicut. — rubig.  cha- 
lyb.  ppt. — fal  fuccini — julep  e camphora, 
and  opium  in  a great  variety  of  forms,  with- 
out much  advance,  I found  the  following 
application  had  an  evident  good  effedt : 

R.  Opii  colati 

Camphorai  71  drach.  i. 
Emplaftr.  ftomach.  q.  s.  f.  em- 
plaft.  region!  ventriculi  admo- 
vendum. 

Obferving  the  eftedt  of  this  application, 
and  refledting  upon  the  many  tokens  of  de- 
bility 
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bility  which  her  Slomach  exhibited,  I di- 
rected my  attention  to  the  Strengthening  of 
that  organ,  and,  notwithstanding  the  dif- 
couragins:  circumstances  that  had  formerly 
attended  the  exhibition  of  the  bark,  deter- 
mined to  make  another  trial  of  its  power. 

I chofe  the  following  form  of  preparation, 
which  Dr.  Whytt  had  found  to  be  particu- 
larly ferviceable  in  hysterical  complaints : 

R.  Cort.  Peruv.  p.  uncias  duas. 

Rad.  gentian. 

Cort.  aurantior.  Tk  drachmas  fex, 
mifce : infunde  in  fpir.  vinof. 
Gallic,  lb.  ii,  in  balneo  arense, 
per  dies  fex  & cola. 

Finding,  upon  trial,  that  half  an  ounce  of 
this  tinCture,  the  quantity  directed  by  Dr. 
Whytt,  though  diluted  with  two  ounces  of 
water,  was  more  than  her  Stomach  wrould 
bear,  I prefcribed  as  follows  : 

R.  Aquae  purae  unciam  unam  cum 
femiSTe, 

Tindt.  praefcript.  drachmas  duas, 
Spir.  lavend.  c.  drachmam  unam, 
M.  f.  hauSt.  bis  die  fumendus. 
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Inftead  of  the  common  kinds  of  tea,  I ad- 
vifed  her  to  drink-  an  infufion  of  the  out- 
ward rind  of  a lemon,  which  appeared  par- 
ticularly grateful  to  her  tade  and  domach. 

She  declared  that  die  felt  immediate  be- 
nefit from  this  prefcription. 

She  took  fome  drops  of  Hoffman’s  ano- 
dyne liquor,  or  of  laudanum,  as  occafion 
appeared  to  require. 

She  perfided  in  this  courfe  with  evident 
advantage.  Her  fits  grew  lefs  frequent,  re- 
turning faintly  after  a week  or  fortnight’s 
interval : her  fpirits  were  improved,  her 
ftrength  increafed,  until  at  length,  without 
the  ufe  of  any  other  medicine,  die  became 
intirely  free  from  all  complaint. 
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ADDRESS 
TO  THE 

FREEHOLDERS  OF  MIDDLESEX, 
ASSEMBLED  AT 

FREE  MASONS  TAVERN, 

IN  GREAT  Q.UEEN  STREET, 

ON  MONDAY  THE  XXth  OF  DECEMBER, 
MDCCLXXIX. 

FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  ESTABLISHING 
MEETINGS  TO  MAINTAIN  AND  SUP- 
PORT THE  FREEDOM  OF  ELECTION. 

De  Bello  Sablno  eos  referre ; tanquam  majus  ullum 
populo  Romano  bellum  fit,  quam  cum  i is,  qui  le-r 
gum  ferendarum  caufa  creati,  mhil  juris  in  civitate 
reliquerint : qui  comitia,  qui  annuos  magiftratus,  qui 
viciffitudinem  imperitandi  (quod  unutn  exaequandas 
Ft  libertatis)  fuftulerint. 


Liv.  lib.  iii.  c;  39, 
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FIRST  PUBLISHED  MDCCL^XIX, 
NOW  RE-PRINTED 

FROM  THE  FOURTH  EDITION 
MDCCLXXXIJ. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

I n the  following  traCt,  I have  endea- 
voured to  vindicate  the  primary  rights  of 
the  englifh  commonalty,  confidered  as  a 
component  part  of  the  conflitution  ; and 
have  pointed  out  a peaceable  and  effectual 
mode  of  correcting  the  abufes  of  reprefenta- 
tion,  under  the  fanCtion  of  their  authority 
and  power. 

It  has  been  objected,  that  by  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  committees  and  delegations,  a fourth 
power,  unknown  to  the  conflitution,  has 
been  called  into  existence ; and  that  the  fenfe 
of  the  people  can  only  be  declared  by  their 
reprefentatives  in  parliament. 

On  the  other  fide,  we  are  called  upon  to 
attend  to  that  fatal  fubjeCtion  of  the  com- 
mons’ houfe  of  parliament  to  the  will  of  the 
minider,  from  whence  all  our  prefent  ca- 
lamities are  derived  ; a fubjeCtion,  evidently 
arifing  from  the  imperfection  of  its  con- 
ditution,  or,  in  other  words,  from  the 
inequality  of  the  reprefentation,  the  un- 
warrantable redriCtions  of  that  right  of 
voting,  to  which  every  englifhman  is  en- 
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titled,  and  the  prolongation  of  parliaments, 
beyond  their  ancient  period. 

In  fuch  cireumflances  can  it  be  our  duty 
to  venerate  the  fhadow,  the  fubftance  being 
long  fince  fled  ? Or  muff  we,  in  a caufe  pe- 
culiarly our  own,  fit  down  in  criminal  in- 
activity, expectant  that  our  rights  {hall  be 
recovered  by  the  unaffifted  exertions  of  our 
friends  in  the  ariftocracy,  or  lpontaneoufly 
conceded  to  us  by  the  crown  ? 

When  the  ordinary  delegation  ceafes  to 
exprefs  the  people’s  will,  are  the  commons 
of  this  country  altogether  deffitute  of  con- 
flitutional  refource  ? When  fuch  doCtrines 
are  openly  maintained,  it  becomes  us  not  to 
reafon,  but  to  aCt. 

The  voice  of  the  people  is,  and  ought  to 
be,  a voice  of  terror  to  a bad  government ; 
but  it  will  ever  be  liflened  to  by  an  admini- 
ftration  of  a different  character,  with  com- 
placency and  delight. 

It  furely,  therefore,  muff  afford  peculiar 
plcafure  to  thofe  iiluffrious  perlonages,  who 
now  poffefs  the  reins  of  power,  when  they 
perceive  themfelves  encouraged  and  lup- 
ported,  in  their  generous  efforts  to  reffore 

the 
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the  constitution,  by  the  grateful  voice  of  an 
applauding  public. 

Among  the  various  me&fures,  recom- 
mended for  the  purpofe  of  restoring  freedom 
and  independency  to  parliament,  I mull:  con- 
fefs,  there  is  one  to  which  I am  particularly 
, partial.  It  is  certainly  allowable  for  every 
citizen  to  promote  by  peaceful  means,  while 
the  queflion  lies  before  the  public  in  its  pre- 
fent  State  of  indecihon,  that  fpecific  plan, 
which,  in  his  own  judgment,  appears  molt 
agreeable  to  juStice  and  the  constitution. 
Yet,  fenfible  that  whatever  has  the  Sanction 
of  lefs  than  a majority,  is  not  the  adt  of  the 
commons  of  England;  I would  not  be  under- 
fcood  to  wiSh  the  establishment  of  any  other 
plan  of  reformation,  than  that,  which,  upon 
a fair  appeal.  Shall  ultimately  approve  itfelf 
to  the  general  fenfe  of  an  enlightened  people. 

Craven -Street,  May  3,  1782. 
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TO  THE 


CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  MEETING 
OF  THE 

FREEHOLDERS  of  MIDDLESEX,  &c. 

S I R, 

The  profeffed  defign  of  your  meeting, 
^nd  the  prefent  alarming  ftate  of  public 
affairs,  induce  me  to  fubmit  the  following 
fentiments  to  the  judgment  of  yourfelf,  and 
the  other  gentlemen  affembled  ; prefuming, 
if  they  appear  to  be  founded  in  reafon,  they 
will  not  he  the  lei's  regarded,  on  account 
of  their  being  fuggefted  by  an  unknown 
individual.  * 

The 

* It  has  been  fuggefted  to  the  author  of  thefe  pages, 
that  it  is  poffible  the  parliament  may  be  diflolved,  fhortly 
after  the  expiration  of  the  prefent  recefs.  Such  an  ap- 
prehenfton,  if  juftly  founded,  will  probably  operate 
upon  the  counties,  to  prefs  the  neceflity  of  a fpeedy  in- 
Huky  llll°  the  expenditure  of  the  revenue,  and  incline 

them 
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I 

The  degree  of  attention,  which  ought  in 
reafon  to  be  paid  by  the  reprefentative  in 
parliament  to  the  inftrudions  of  his  con- 
ftituents,  has  often  been  the  fubje'dt  of  con- 
troverfy.  It  has  frequently  been  contended, 
when,  upon  various  occafions,  the  fentiments 
of  the  electors  of  England  have  been  con- 
veyed to  the  elected,  that  the  latter  were 
juftined  in  paying  no  further  degree  of  at- 
tention to  them,  than  the  arguments,  con- 

lidered 

them  ftrongly  to  recommend  the  eftablifhment  of  cer- 
tain ceconomical  regulations,  of  no  little  confequence 
to  the  well-being  of  the  ftate.  Such  topics,  as  have  a 
more  immediate  connection  with  our  political  exiftence, 
will  doubtlefs  not  efcape  their  notice. 

A people  may  be,  for  a time,  profperous  and  happy, 
when  the  perfons,  to  whom  the  crown  confides  the 
powers  of  adminiftration,  aCt  in  a manner  conform- 
able to  the  high  importance  of  the  truft. 

A people  is  free,  when  fuch  conftitutional  checks 
exift,  as  render  it  impracticable  for  minifters  to  betray 
the  public  caufe. 

The  happinefs  of  englifhmen  ought  not  to  depend 
upon  the  precarious  virtue  of  a minifler  of  ftate ; they 
have  a right  to  require,  that  it  be  founded  on  the  folid 
bafis  of  parliamentary  independence. 

I know  fome  perfons,  who,  if  the  opportunity,  which 
now  prefents  itfelf,  of  iecuring  this  important  point, 
fhould  be  ncgleCted,  will  be  ready  to  exclaim,— ct time 
was— -actum  eft  do  libertate  anglicana” 


( ) 

fidered  independently  of  the  authority  of  the 
perfons  intruding,  or  remonftrating,  ap- 
peared to  defer ve. 

It  has  been  urged  upon  fuch  occafions, 
that  the  perfon,  thus  intruded,  ought  to 
confider  himfelf  as  the  representative  of  the 
kingdom  at  large  ; and,  therefore,  as  not  un- 
der a particular  obligation  to  obey  the  in- 
ftrudions  of  the  county,  or  borough,  which 
returns  him.  A movement  of  fuch  import- 
ance, as  will  hereafter  be  propofed,  fhould 
be  founded  on  principles,  which,  like  max- 
ims of  law,  or  axioms  in  geometry,  admit 
not  of  debate.*' 

With 

* The  right  of  the  eledors  of  Great-Britain,  to  advife 
and  inftrud  their  reprefentatives,  and  the  obligation 
which  the  latter  are  under,  freely  to  communicate  and 
confultwith  thofe,  from  whom  they  have  received  their 
power,  are  founded  upon  the  jufteft  principles  ; the 
pradice  is  agreeable  to  immemorial  ufage  ; and  it  would 
have  been  happy  for  this  country,  had  fuch  an  inter- 
courfe  more  frequently  prevailed.  A queftion,  however, 
naturally  arifes  concerning  the  obligation  of  the  repre- 
fentative to  obey  the  inftrudions  of  the  particular  dif- 
trid,  or  the  borough,  which  returns  him,  when  his  de- 
ference to  the  fentiments  of  other  parts  of  the  kinodom, 
£he  fuperior  lights  he  may  derive  from  his  fituation,  or 

the 
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With  greater  appearance  of  reafon  it  has 
been  contended,  that  the  reprefentatives  of 

the 

the  dilates  of  his  confcicnce,  would  incline  him  to  pur- 
fue  a different  conduct. 

The  following  cafe  may  affift  us  in  the  folution  of  this 
difficulty. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  a member  of  the  commons’  houfe 
of  parliament  is  inftruCted  to  declare  his  difient,  in  cafe 
a bill  fhould  be  introduced,  which  has  for  its  objeCt  the 
abolition  of  the  flave  trade  ; a practice,  fo  abhorrent 
from  the  dictates  of  humanity,  and  the  principles  of  our 
religion,  that  I make  no  fcruple  of  affirming,  with  a 
very  excellent  citizen,  and  refpectable  writer,  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  a chriftian  country. 

Let  us  further  fuppofe,  that  the  majority  of  the  re- 
prefentatives of  the  people  have  alfo  been  inftrucfed  by 
their  conftituents,  to  promote  the  introduction  of  a bill, 
for  its  immediate  abolition. 

Let  us,  laftly,  fuppofe  that  the  principles,  on  which 
fuch  a bill  is  founded,  accord  with  the  feelings,  and 
the  judgment  of  the  member,  who  has  received  inftruc- 
tions  to  oppofe  it. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  it  is  demanded,  what  is  that 
line  of  conduct,  which  it  would  become  fuch  member 
to  purfue,  who,  attentive  to  the  dictates  of  confcienCe 
and  honour,  is  alfo  willing  to  approve  himfelf  a friend 
to  the  rights  of  human  kind  ? 

Since  the  publication  of  the  la  ft  edition  of  this  pam- 
phlet, I have  reconhdered  this  fubjecft,  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  further  lights  I have  received,  am  now  de- 
cidedly of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  the  bounden  duty 

of 
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the  commons,  a<5tually  afTembled  in  parlia- 
ment, may  permit  to  lie  neglected  on  their 
table,  the  petition  or  remonftrance  of  the 
moft  refpedable,  or  moft  populous,  county 

of 

of  the  member  thus  inftrucfted,  either  to  comply  with 
the  requifition  of  his  conftituents,  or  to  refign  his  truft. 

The  reprefentative  is,  properly  fpeaking,  the  proxy 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftricft  which  returns  him.  He 
adfs  or  he  aflents  in  the  name  of  parties,  who,  by  the 
inftrumentality  of  his  perfon,  are  reputed  prefent  in 
parliament,  and,  confequently,  (hould  confider  himfelf 
as  the  organ  of  their  will,  in  every  inftance  where  that 
will  is  pofitively  declared.  If,  however,  it  appears  to 
the  reprefentative,  that  the  condudl  prefcribed,  as  may 
readily  be  fuppofed  in  the  cafe  before  us,  can  by  no 
means  be  reconciled  with  his  principles  as  a chriftian, 
or  his  feelings  as  a man,  he  ftiould  be  allowed  an  op- 
portunity of  diverting  himfelf  of  a truft,  the  functions  of 
which  he  can  no  longer  honeftly  difcharge. 

It  is  aflerted  by  Mr.  Burgh,  in  his  “Political  difqui- 
fitions,”  that  there  is  no  advantage  within  the  reach  of  a 
particular  people,  that  may  not  be  obtained  by  parlia- 
mentary government,  in  as  effedtual  a manner,  as  if 
every  inhabitant  of  the  country  were  to  deliberate  and 
vote  in  perfon.  The  pofition  is  ftridfly  juft,  provided 
an  equal  reprefentation  were  eftablifhed,  the  right  of 
univerfal  fuffrage  reftored,  and  the  compliance  of  the 
reprefentative  with  the  wifties  of  his  conftituents  fe- 
cured,  by  the  abolition  of  the  undue  influence  of  the 
crown,  and  the  redu&ion  of  parliaments  to  their  ancient 
period, 
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of  the  kingdom,  if  the  fentiments,  contained 
in  the  Said  petition  or  remonftrance,  be  dif- 
cordant  with  their  own. 

Partial  interefts,  and  a partial  conception 
of  the  point  in  queftion,  may,  with  greater 
probability,  be  fuppofed  to  prevail  in  a 
county  meeting,  however  refpedtable,  than 
in  the  public  affembly  of  the  nation.  A de- 
claration of  opinion,  in  the  ftrongeft  lan- 
guage of  remonftrance,  cannot  be  unlawful, 
and  may  frequently  be  expedient;  and  the 
right  of  petitioning  is  a privilege,  to  which 
the  obfcureft  individual  is  entitled.  But 
the  power  to  rejedt,  or  to  redrefs,  muft,  in 
ordinary  inftances,  be  considered  as  veded  in 
the  general  representative  of  all  the  com- 
mons of  England.  * 

For 

* Every  fubjeft  of  this  ftate  is  not  only  authorifed, 
but  by  the  genius  of  englifh  liberty  he  is  encouraged  and 
exhorted,  freely  to  examine  the  defeats  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  the  errors  of  government,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
perfons,  employed  in  its  various  departments  ; and  as 
freely  to  cenfure,  wherever  cenlure,  in  his  judgment, 
fhall  be  due.  I am  fometimes  afraid,  that  the  prefent 
inattention  of  the  nation,  to  affairs  of  flate,  is  a fymp- 
tom  of  its  approaching  diffolution.  I wifh  to  fee  the 
ancient  fpirit  of  my  countrymen  revive  j I wifh  to  fee 

them 
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For  although  it  be  allowed,  that  the  inha« 
bitants  of  a diftrid,  which  returns  a member 

to 

them  a nation  of  politicians,  and  the  principle  of  the 
famous  ordinance  of  Solon  univerfally  prevail.  There 
are  times,  when  it  fhould  be  efteemed  criminal  in  any 
perfon,  arrived  at  years  of  difcretion,  not  to  have  formed 
an  opinion;  treafonable,  when  a fair  opportunity  pre- 
fents  itfelf,  not  to  propagate,  and  fupport  his  opinion* 
by  the  force  of  argument,  and  every  legal  method  in  his 
power* 

For  thefe  and  many  other  reafons,  the  ufurped  power 
of  excluding  the  fubjedt  from  the  galleries  of  the  com- 
mons5 houfe  of  parliament,  more  efpecially  as  exercifed 
of  late  years,  appears  to  me  a diredt  violation  of  one  of 
the  moil  important  privileges  of  the  people.  It  deprives 
the  elector  of  the  opportunity  of  hearing,  what  it  highly 
concerns  him  to  know  ; and  diminifhes  the  force  of  that 
falutary  apprehenfion,  in  the  mind  of  the  ele&ed,  which, 
in  the  midft  of  the  temptations  he  is  expofed  to,  has  not 
unfrequently  afforded  considerable  affiftance  to  hisvirtue. 
It  defrauds  the  true  patriot  of  part  of  his  reward,  and  fhel- 
ters  the  perfon  of  the  midnight  aflaffin  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,from  deferved  ignominy  and  difgrace;  butl  forbear. 

The  only  argument  offered  in  j unification  of  this 
prattice,  that  deferves  the  leafl  attention,  is  founded 
upon  the  idea,  that  foreign  powers  may  thus  become 
more  eafily  acquainted  with  our  national  concerns.  But 
fuch  arguments  would  have  no  place,  were  the  delibe- 
rations of  the  commons’  houfe  of  parliament  confined  to 

the 
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to  the  commons’  houfe  of  parliament,  have 
a right  to  influence  the  conduit  of  their  re- 
prefentative,  yet  every  other  member,  not 
fimilarly  intruded,  is  free  to  ad  as  his  own 
difcretion  fhall  dired. 

Hence,  upon  an  application  to  the  com- 
mons’ houfe  of  parliament,  if  the  petitioning 
party  be  a minority  of  the  kingdom,  the 
voice  of  the  majority  in  parliament  ought  to 
prevail  againft  a minority  of  the  conftituent 
body. 

I am  fenfible,  however,  that  cafes  may 
occur,  particularly  cafes  of  eledion,  in 
which,  the  commons’  houfe  of  parliament 
may  extend  its  jurifdidion  beyond  the 
bounds  preicribed  by  reafon  and  the  con- 
fb'tution;  in  fuch  I do  not  hold,  that  the 
aggrieved  eledors,  even  of  a Angle  diflrid, 
can  be  concluded  by  a parliamentary  vote. 

But  if  doubts  have  arifen,  concerning  the 
obligation  of  an  individual  in  the  commons’ 
houfe  of  parliament,  to  attend  to  the  in- 

ftrudions 

the  proper  objeds.  It  has,  with  reafon,  been  aflerted, 
that  this  branch  of  the  legiflature,  of  late  years,  has  too 
frequently  aflumed  the  executive  fundions  of  govern- 
ment. 
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ffcrudtions  of  his  immediate  constituent,  witli 
very  little  appearance  of  reafon  can  it  be 
maintained,  that  the  electors  or  freeholders 
of  a fingle  city  or  county  have  a right  to 
didate  the  line  of  conduct  to  the  crown. 

The  king,  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  the 
commons  of  this  country,  fairly  and  ade- 
quately reprefented  in  parliament,  are  to  be 
conlidered,  with  refped  to  each  other,  as  free 
and  independent : * while  the  constitution 
H h 2 fubfifts, 

* It  was  my  intention,  in  ufing  thefe  ftrong  expref- 
fions,  to  imprefs  upon  the  minds  of  my  countrymen  an 
important  truth,  the  right  conception  of  which  may 
have  a confiderable  influence  upon  their  future  con- 
dud. 

By  thefe  exprefiions,  however,  I would  be  only  un- 
derftood  to  mean,  that,  in  cafe  any  one  of  the  three  di- 
vifions  of  the  legiflature  fliould  refufe  to  comply  with 
the  inclinations  of  the  other  two,  or  (hould  even  bedif- 
pofed  to  ad  in  oppofition  to  them,  the  combined  por- 
tions are  not  invefted,  by  the  conftitution,  with  any 
authority  to  compel  the  diflentient  party  to  a concur- 
rence with  their  meafures,  or  legally  to  arraign  its  con- 
dud. 

The  proper  rights  and  fundions  of  each  of  thefe 
powers,  and  the  paflions  incident  to  human  nature,  when 
placed  in  certain  circumftances,  tend,  however,  to  unite 
them,  on  every  occaflon,  where  the  public  good  requires 
their  confent ; and  the  fame  paflions  alfo  tend  to  con- 
trol, 
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fubfifts,  they  are  equally  exempt  from  the 
molt  diftant  idea  of  mutual  coercion  and 
control. 

If,  therefore,  all  the  commons  of  England, 
reprefented  in  parliament,  cannot  prefumc 
to  didate  to  the  crown,  without  an  infringe- 
ment of  its  rights,  how  flender  mud  be  the 

claim 

trol,  or  moderate,  their  mutual  actions,  and  effectually 
to  prevent  their  union ; when  fuch  union  would  obftruCt 
the  general  welfare  of  the  Hate.  I readily  acknowledge, 
that,  in  this  fenfe,  no  branch  of  the  legiflature  can  be 
considered  as  free  and  independent.  They  all  are  Sub- 
jected, equally  with  individuals,  to  thofe  moral  caufes, 
which,  in  the  mofl  exalted  ftate  of  political  liberty,  with 
refiftlefs  energy,  though  frequently  filent,  and  unob- 
ferved,  control,  direct  and  modify  the  actions  of  man- 
kind. 

But  I here  am  fpeaking  of  the  englifh  conftitution, 
according  to  its  model  of  perfection,  not  its  prefent 
ftate. 

Let  any  unprejudiced  perfon  confult  the  “Political 
difquifitions”  of  the  late  excellent  Mr.  Burgh  ; let  him 
attend  to  facts,  which  mull  have  fallen  within  his  proper 
knowledge ; and  he  may  poflibly  be  inclined  to  doubt, 
whether  an  englifh  houfeof  commons  is  in  being  at  this 
inftant.  Let  him  turn  his  attention  to  the  rifing  Spirit 
of  this  much  infulted  nation,  and  it  is  poffible  he  may 
conceive,  that  the  prefent  is  the  moment  forgiving  ex- 
iftence  to  fuch  a body;  and  that  this  might  be  effected, 
by  meafures  perfectly  conftitutional  and  pacific. 
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claim  of  a fingle  portion  of  the  conflituent 
body  to  fuch  an  high  prerogative  ? 

This  do&rine,  I truft*  will  not  be  found 
in  the  lead  to  militate  againd  the  acknow- 
ledged right  of  the  people  to  new- model  the 
conflitution,  and  to  punifh,  with  exemplary 
rigour,  every  perfon,  with  whom  they  have 
intruded  power,  provided,  in  their  opinion, 
he  fhall  be  found  to  have  betrayed  that 
truft. 

I fpeak  only  of  a period,  when,  from  the 
acquiefcence  of  the  people,  it  plainly  appears 
to  be  their  will,  that  the  form  of  govern- 

Iment,  already  edablifhed,  fhould  continue  in 
exidence. 

Widely  different  from  the  prefent,  would 
be  the  nature  of  my  argument,  and  the 
energy  of  my  expreffions,  were  I treating  of 
that  folemn  hour,  when  the  delegates  of  a 
date,  chofen  according  to  forms,  which  not 
law  and  cuflom,  but  neceffity  or  expedience 
fhall  prefcribe,  and  affembling  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  inquiring  into  the  abufe  of  powerj 
fhall  fit  in  awful  judgment  upon  the  traite- 
rous  invaders  of  their  rights.  In  fuch  af- 
fembly  alone,  I acknowledge  the  fovereign 

H h 3 power 
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power  to  reticle.  To  fuch  alone,  the  tre- 
mendous name  of  majefty  may,  with  pro- 
priety, be  attributed.  And,  compared  with 
its  imperial  jurifdi&ion,  the  prerogatives  of 
the  crown,  the  fplendid  privileges  of  the 
nobles,  and  the  authority  of  the  commons’ 
houfe  of  parliament,  either  feparately  con- 
tidered,  or  combined,  are  lefs  than  duft  upon 
the  fcale.  * 

For  the  reafons  above-mentioned,  and 
others  to  which  I fhall  not  at  prefent  call 
the  attention  of  my  readers,  the  memorable 
petitions  of  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex, 
and  of  other  counties  of  England,  to  the 
crown,  praying  a ditiolution  of  the  parlia- 
ment, appear  to  have  been  very  ill  calcu- 
lated 

'*  Great  advantage  would  be  derived  to  the  commu- 
nity, were  our  fellow-citizens,  of  the  lower  clafles, 
properly  inftrufted  in  the  juft  and  conftitutional  mean- 
ing of  fuch  terms  as  the  following,  viz.  majefty,  fub- 
je£t,  fovereign,  republic^  loyalty,  allegiance,  rebellion, 
treafon,  prserogative,  king’s  bread,  king’s  armies,  my 
people,  &c.  We  never  can  expert  to,  behold  a proper 
exertion  of  the  natural  good  fenfe,  and  fpirit  of  the  na- 
tion, until  the  underftandings,  and  afPe&ioris,  of  all 
orders  of  men,  are  emancipated  from  the  influence  of  the 
falfe  ideas,  which  ignorance,  or  the  art  of  defigning 
politicians,  have  annexed  to  thefe  expreflions. 


( 47 1 ) 

lated  to  produce  any  falutary  extent.  To 
what  purpofe  was  it  to  prefer  an  ungrateful 
petition  to  a power,  which  you  could  not 
legally  coerce  ? Men  pofleffed  of  power  are 
not  difpofed  to  part  with  it,  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  the  perl'ons,  who  have  declared 
themfelves  injured  by  its  exertion.  Such 
mode  of  feeking  redrefs  rather  tends  to  per- 
petuate the  grievances,  of  which  we  com- 
plain. It  cannot  be  conftrued  a breach  of 
privilege  to  aflert,  that  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons of  that  day  was  an  engine  of  oppref- 
fion,  worked  by  that  very  power,  from  which 
it  was  requeued  the  deftrudtion  of  it  fhould 
proceed,*  - 

H h 4 Whether 


* Thefe  remonftrances  of  the  counties,  fo  far  as  they 
were  declarations  of  the  opinion  of  the  petitioning  par- 
ties, refpeCting  the  tranfaclion  here  alluded  to,  were  per- 
fectly conflitutional.  The  error  confifted  in  requefting 
or  expecting,  as  matters  were  then  circumftanced,  that 
the  crown  would  interfere  in  the  difpute.  There  is  a 
difference  between  an  obligation  ftriCtly  moral,  and  an 
obligation  ellablifhed  by  thefanCtions  of  municipal  law. 
There  is  alfo  a difference  between  being  obliged  to  re- 
ceive a petition,  and  being  obliged  to  comply  with  its 
prayer. 

Wheneveryt  is  in  contemplation,  to  offer  a petition 

to 
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U 

Whether  the  fame  objections  can  reafbn- 
ably  be  urged  again  ft  the  following  meafures, 
the  wifdom  of  your  affembly  muff  decide. 
I will  ftate  my  idea  with  all  the  brevity  and 
precilion  in  my  power. 

As  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  other 
counties  will  foon  follow  your  laudable  ex- 
ample, in  appointing  meetings,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  maintaining  and  fupporting  the  free- 
dom of  election,  it  might  not  be  improper 
for  the  county,  which  fets  the  glorious  ex- 
ample, to  draw  the  outlines  of  a regular 
plan,  m which  all  the  counties,  that, may 
hereafter  be  difpofed  to  purfue  a fimilar  line 
of  conduct,  may  concur. 

With  a view  of  facilitating  the  execution 
of  any  important  meafure,  hereafter  to  be 

adopted, 

to  a power,  of  whofe  friendly  difpofition  a doubt  is  en- 
tertained, the  petitioning  parties  fhould  always  afi* 
themfelves  the  following  queftion,  viz.  fuppofing  our 
: fuit  fhould  be  rejected,  or  palled  over  without  notice,  is 
it  in  our  power  to  manilfft  fuch  refentment,  as  may  in- 
duce the  rcjeCters  to  pay  greater  attention  to  a fecond 
application.  If  the  parties  petitioned  apprehend,  that 
the  fuppljeants  are  poffefled  of  fuch  a power,  they  will, 
:-.t  all  probability,  attend  even  to  the  firft  requeft.. 

The  conduct  of  the  englifh  minifter  to  a filter  king- 
dom //ill  afford  a comment  tp  this  doCtrine. 
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adopted,  it  would  be  expedient  to  inhitute 
a general  ehimate  of  the  number  of  the  in- 
habitants,  contained  in  the  feveral  counties, 
cities,  and  principal  manufacturing  towns  in 
this  kingdom  j and  from  thence  to  form  a 
calculation  of  the  number  of  deputies,  which 
ought  to  be  fent  by  each,  provided  it  fhould 
be  thought  requifite  for  them  to  confer  upon 
the  proper  meafnres  for  carrying  their  refo- 
lutions  into  effeCt. 

As  foon  as  thefe  numbers  are  afcertained, 
let  the  idea  be  communicated  to  the  ap- 
proved friends  of  liberty  in  other  counties, 
and  let  it  be  fubmitted  to  their  judgment, 
whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  eha- 
blifh  handing  committees,  and  to  have  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  aforefaid  calculation,  in  their 
appointment,  Forinhance;  if  the  Middle- 
fex  committee  fhould  confift  of  (thirty) 
members,  the  handing  committee  of  York- 
fhire,  Norfolk,  Hampfhire,  Huntingdon- 
fhire.  See.  fhould  confih  of  a number,  pro- 
portioned to  the  population  of  thofe  coun- 
ties. 

It  will  doubtlefs  appear  an  advifable 
in  e a hire,  after  fuch  handing  committees 

have 
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have  been  eftablifhed,  that  they  fhould  com- 
municate, from  time  to  time,  with  each 
other,  by  their  chairmen  or  fecretaries,  and, 
by  their  joint  and  feparate  influence,  endea- 
vour to  induce  other  counties  to  follow  their 
example ; but  it  would,  by  no  means,  be 
expedient  for  them,  to  aflociate  in  the  pro- 
fecutionof  any  invariable  plan,  until  it  fhall 
appear,  that  a majority  of  the  kingdom  fhall 
be  willing  to  concur  in  one  dengn. 

When  this  moment  is  arrived,  the  com- 
mittees of  each  county  may  depute  a propor- 
tionate number  of  their  body,  to  confer  upon 
a proper  form  of  remonftrance  to  the  com- 
mons’ houle  of  parliament ; in  which  may 
be  fet  forth  the  grievance,  the  nature  of  the 
expected  redrefs,  with  a fubjoined  demand 
of  iuch  redrefs,  within  a limited  time. 

It  may,  in  the  laft  place,  appear  expe- 
dient, after  a form  of  remonftrance  has  been 
approved  by  the  committees,  that  it  fhould 
be  properly  authenticated,  as  the  public  act 
of  the  combined  counties.  It  would  then 
be  ready  for  prelentation  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe,  according  to  l'uch  folemnities,  and 
with  fuch  attendance,  as  the  laws  may  au- 
thorize. 
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thorize,  and  the  importance  of  the  fubjedt- 
matter  demand. 

The  objection  that  lay  againft  the  idea  of 
a fingle  county  petitioning  parliament,  or 
of  all  the  counties  in  fucceffion,  would  here 

t 

have  no  place.  The  counties,  thus  remon- 
ftrating  in  combination,  might  juftly  affume 
a very  different  tone  from  the  fame  counties 
without  fuch  connedtion.  The  command 
would  proceed  from  the  principal  to  the  de- 
legate, from  the  mafter  to  the  fervant,  againft 
whom  may  be  iffued  an  immediate  revocation 
of  all  difcretionary  powers,  the  moment  it 
is  perceived,  that  the  concerns  of  the  prin- 
cipal are  likely  to  fuffer,  through  the  want 
of  honefty,  or  ability,  in  the  perfon  he  em- 
ploys. 

The  former  plea  of  the  delegate,  that  he 
is  a reprefentative  of  the  community  at 
large,  may  be  urged  againft  him,  for  here 
the  community  at  large  requires  his  com- 
pliance. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  confidered,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  houfe  of  commons  fit,  not  in  their 
own  right,  (like  the  king  and  nobles)  but 
as  proxies  for  others  3 and  the  proxy  ought, 

in 
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in  all  reafon,  to  be  regarded  as  annihilated, 
when  the  voice  of  the  principal  fhall  be  thus 
dirtinCtly  heard. 

The  king,  the  hereditary  nobility,  and  the 
commons,  form  the  coniiitutional  legiflature 
of  this  country.  The  particular  manner, 
in  which  the  latter  give  their  voice,  is  a 
fubordinate  contideration.  If  they  could 
aflemble  in  perfon  for  this  purpofe,  as  was 
the  cafe  at  Athens,  and  at  Rome,  the  higheffc 
refpeCt  would  be  due  to  fuch  tranlcendent 
authority  : but  as  fuch  mode  is  liable  to  very 
forcible  objections,  and  indeed  would  be  im- 
practicable, the  proper  expedient  is  an  equal 
and  adequate  reprefentation  ; and  in  fuch  a 
reprefentative,  whether  it  be  convoked  by 
ordinary  or  extraordinary  forms,  I appre- 
hend every  power  and  privilege,  with  which 
a commons’  houfe  of  parliament  can  be  in- 
verted, do  fubrtantially  reticle.* 

But 

* It  is  the  proper  end  and  aim  of  reprefentation,  that 
the  interefls  of  all  clafTes  and  defcriptions  of  men  fhould, 
without  refpedl:  of  parties,  be  effectually  confulted,  in 
the  public  ordinances  of  the  nation.  Whether  thefe  in- 
terefls may  be  beft  fecured,  by  attending  to  property, 
or  to  numbers,  is  a fubjedt  deferving  of  the  moll  Ten- 
ons attention. 


It 
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But  let  us  imagine,  for  a moment,  that 
an  authority,'  thus  refpedtable,  on  account 
of  property  and  numbers,  fhould  not  in  this 
inftance  be  obeyed. 

The  perfons,  delegated  by  the  committees 
to  carry  this  mandate  to  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, report  to  the  bodies  which  deputed 
them,  the  event  of  their  remonftrance. 

The  committees  affemble  the  counties, 
and  make  a report  of  their  proceedings. 

Under  thefe  circumftances, ' perfons  of 
character  and  influence  may  arife  in  each 

county 

It  has  been  ftrenuoufiy  maintained,  that  it  would  be 
impolitic  to  extend  the  election  franchife  to  the  lower 
orders  of  fociety,  and  that  greater  diforders,  than  what 
we  already  experience,  would  enfue  from  fuch  indul- 
gence. Others,  with  greater  appearance  of  reafon, 
aflert,  that  thefe  diforders  adfually  arife  in  confequence 
of  the  fubtradlion  of  thofe  political  rights  to  which  every 
englifhman  is  entitled,  and  certain  defeats  in  the  mode 
of  conducing  elections,  which  a few  plain  and  fimple 
regulations  would  remove., 

I beg  leave  to  refer  my  readers,  who  are  defirous  of 
information  with  refpedf  both  to  the  matter  of  ri°-ht  and 
expediency,  to  the  various  publications  of  major  Cart- 
wright, Mr.  Granville  Sharp,  and  the  rev.  Mr.  North- 
cote,  who  have  unfolded  the  nature  of  the  elective 
franchife,  and  defended  the  claim  of  every  citizen  to 
its  enjoyment,  with  the  utmoft  perfpicuity,  and  unan- 
fwerable  ftrength  of  argument. 
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county  aflembly,  and  propofe  the  ele&ion  of 
a new  committee,  formed  upon  the  fame 
principles,  but  intruded  with  more  impor- 
tant powers  : * it  may  alfo  be  expedient  to 
recommend  a general  affociation  of  the  coun- 
ty, by  the  terms  of  which,  the  parties  lay 
themfelves  under  a folemn  obligation,  as 
men  of  honour,  and  friends  of  their  country, 
to  agree  to,  and  fupport,  every  confti  tu- 
tional  meafure,  which  the  major  part  of  the 
committees  fhall  think  it  expedient  to  pro- 

pofe, 

* A proportion,  exprertlve  of  this  idea,  might  be 
conceived  in  the  following  terms.  ♦ 

(i  That  it  is  the  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  or 
county,  that  ( ) perfonsbe  appointed  a committee  for 

the  purpofe  of  deliberating  with  the  committees  of  like- 
difpofed  cities  or  counties*  upon  the  ftate  of  the  repre- 
fentation  j that  the  members  of  this  committee  be  here- 
by authorized  to  exercife  all  fuch  powers,  as  by  imme- 
morial ufage  do  belong  to  the  members  of  the  commons’ 
houfe  of  parliament ; that  they  be  alfo  inverted  with 
the  further  power  of  aflenting,  in  conjunction  with  the 
king  and  hereditary  nobility,  to  fuch  regulations,  as 
may  be  propofed,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablirtiing  an  equal 
and  univerfal  reprefentation  of  the  people,  in  feflional 
parliaments,  agreeably  to  the  ancient  conftitution  and 
cuftoms  of  this  realm  ; and,  laftly,  that  this  commiflion 
fhall  terminate  at  the  expiration  of  ( ) months.” 


( 479  ) 

pofe,  for  thepurpofe  of  obtaining  an  effec- 
tual red  refs. 

The  attention  of  the  people  will  thus  at 
length  be  excited  j they  will  fee  before  them 
a fet  of  men  who  are  guiltlefs  of  the  charge 
of  having  betrayed  the  mod:  important  of  all 
trufts ; an  intire  confidence  will  be  repofed 
in  them  by  their  conftituents  ; and  the  con- 
feioufnefs  of  this  confidence  will  give  ad- 
ditional vigour  to  every  refolution.  Mea- 
fures,  dictated  by  patriotifm,  directed  by 
prudence,  and  fupported  by  a fterner  fpirit 
of  perfeverance,  than  hath  hitherto  been 
manifefted,  will  be  the  unavoidable  refult. 
What  meafures  may  be  proper  to  be  adopted, 
circumftances,  with  which  every  future  hour 
will  be  pregnant,  mud:  determine.  I will 
not  prefume,  even  in  idea,  to  anticipate, 
what  may  be  thought  expedient  by  the  con- 
centrated wifdorn  of  an  enlightened  people. 

I am,  however,  of  opinion,  that  if  fuch 
combined  affemblies  fhould,  in  folemn  coun- 
cil, declare,  that  the  prefent  houfe  of  com- 
mons was  did'olved,  fuch  declaration  would 
be  truly  conditional  3 and  that  the  re- 

quifite 
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quifite  power  would  not  be  wanting  to  give 
validity  to  the  decree. 

I am  aifo  of  opinion,  that  whatever  regu- 
lations, refpe&ing  the  tnode  of  electing  re- 
prefentatives,  and  the  forms  of  convoking 
future  parliaments  in  this  kingdom,  might 
be  agreed  upon  in  fuch  convention,  and 
fhould  afterwards  be  affented  to  by  the 
nobles  and  the  king,  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  conftitutional  ordinances  of  the  fovereign 
power,  until  they  are  repealed  by  a fimilar 
authority  ; and  that  the  ads  of  every  future 
parliament,  convoked  in  conformity  to  the 
regulations  thus  eftablifhed,  would  have  all 
the  authority  of  law.* 

According 


* The  celebrated  Junius,  in  a letter  to  Mr.  Wilkes, 
(vol.  ii.  p.  353-)  exprefles  his  doubts,  wither  th= 

disfranchif.ng  the  boroughs,  could,  de  jure,  beer 

fefted  by  an  aft  of  the  legidature,  upon  the  genera 
ground  of  Improving  the 

th^kr1lfthTr“  e°reprefentative,  to  deftroy  its 

immediate  conftituent  ? 

The  principles  advanced,  and,  1 tmft,  eftabhlhe  , 
in  AU  traa,  will  afford  a fatisfaaory  folutron  of  «h» 
difficulty  They  will,  I hope,  enable  every  reader  to 

difeern,  that  thofe  important  and  neceffary  regulations, 

which  the  prefent  houfe  of  commons  ma>  ^ 


N 
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According  to  this  idea,  no  unconftitu-* 
tional  coercion  would  be  exerted  againfl:  the 
remaining  branches  of  the  legiflature  each 
would  poiTefs  its  proper  independency,  and 
freedom  from  external  conftraint  ; but  would 
perhaps  perceive  it  to  be  prudent  to  comply 
with  the  temperate  claims,  and  willies  of 
the  commons.  No  other  expedient  would 
be  necelfary  than  the  withholding  of  the 
fupplies. 

Thus  might,  at  length,  be  obtained  the 
bleffing  of  an  equal,  annual,  and  univerfal 
reprefentation  of  the  commons : the  only 

effedual 

the  power,  nor  the  difpofition  to  enact,  can,  beyond 
all  controverfy,  be  eftablifhed,  by  the  paramount  au- 
thority of  an  equal  and  adequate  reprefentative,  elected 
by  the  fuffrages  of  all  the  commons  of  England,  for 
the  very  purpofe  in  queftion. 

* It  may  reafonably  be  prefumed,  that  the  propofed 
meafures  would  be  fupported  by  the  general  concurrence 
of  the  hereditary  nobility  of  this  kingdom;  as  every 
diminution  of  the  prefent  enormous  influence  of  the 
crown,  tends  to  reftorc,  to  that  illuftrious  order  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  its  proper  dignity  and  conftitutional 
importance. 

I i 
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effe&ual  remedy  for  the  increafing  diforders 
of  our  diftempered  ftate.* 

Thus, 

* It  lies  not  within  the  powers  of  my  feeble  pen,  to 
defcribe,  in  adequate  language,  the  various  good  effedls, 
that,  in  all  probability,  would  be  derived  from  this 
fource.  One  particularly  ftrikes  me  at  this  moment, 
which  has  not  hitherto  been  fufficiently  confidered  ; . 

and,  as  its  object  is  improvement  in  virtue,  I hope  the 
friends  of  virtue  will  attend  to  it. 

As  matters  are  circumftanced  at  prefent,  the  number 
of  perfons  is  comparatively  fmall,  who  can  reafonably 
expert  to  obtain  a feat  in  that  aflembly,  which,  if  formed 
according  to  the  fpirit  of  our  conftitution,  would  be  one 
of  the  mod  refpedtable  affemblies  upon  earth.  But,  were 
the  duration  of  parliaments  abridged ; the  election  of 
members  lefs  open  to  undue  influence^  and  apian  of  ro- 
tation and  equal  reprefentation  eftablilhed,  many  youths 
of  fpirit  and  ability,  animated  by  the  profpedl  of  the  flat- 
tering diftindfion,  to  which  the  free  unbiafled  voice  of 
their  fellow  citizens  might  raife  them,  would  learn  to 
difdain  each  meaner  gratification,  and  feel  within  them 
fentiments,  rifing  refponfive  to  the  voice  of  virtue,  and 
of  that  honeft  fame,  which,  in  the  language  of  the  poet, 
tc  Carmine  gratior,  aurem  occupat  humanam.’7 

I truft  there  is  more  than  one  illuftrious  fenator,  who 
fully  can  comprehend  my  meaning,  and  whofe  future 
redtitude  of  condudl  will  verify  my  words. 

What  the  incomparable  Beccaria  fays  of  an  enflaved 
people  in  general,  holds  true  alfo  with  reipedl:  to  thofe, 
who  find  themfelves  excluded  from  bearing  a part  in 
framing  the  laws,  and  directing  the  public  couniels  of 

their 
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Thus,  the  fabric  of  government,  reared 
by  our  anceflors,  at  the  expenfe  of  fo  much 
labour  and  blood,  would  appear  in  finilhed 
beauty;  and  the  popular  pillar  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  thus  fet  upon  its  proper  bafis, 
would  give  fecurity  and  permanency  to  the 
whole.1 * 

I i 2 I have 

their  country.  “ Gliu  omini  fchiavi  fonopiii  voluttuofi, 
piu  libertini,  piu  crudeli  degli  uomini  liberi.  Quefti 
meditano  fulle  fcienze,  meditano  fugl’interefli  della  Na- 
zione,  veggono  grandi  oggetti,  e gl’imitano  ; ma  quegli 
contenti  del  giorno  prefente  cercano  fra  lo  ftrepito  del 
libertinaggio  una  diftrazione  dall’annientamento,  in 
cui  fi  veggono.” 

Beccaria  dei  Delitti  e delie  Pene,  p.  19a. 

* The  idea  of  an  equal  and  adequate  reprefentation 
was,  feveral  years  ago,  propofed,  and  ably  fupported, 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  that  intelligent  and  in- 
flexible affertor  of  englifh  liberties,  Mr.  Wilkes.  And, 
in  the  beginning  of  June  1780,  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
to  his  immortal  honour,  propofed  a bill  for  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  an  equal  reprefentation  of  the  commons  in  an- 
nual parliaments,  and  the  reftitution  of  the  right  of 
Suffrage  to  thofe  numerous  clafles  of  our  fellow  citizens, 
who,  at  .various  times,  and  on  various  pretences,  have 
been  deprived  of  this  their  belt  inheritance,  and  mod  ef- 
fectual fecurity  again!!  the  reftlefs  machinations  of  des- 
potic power. 

Were  the  meafure  now  adopted,  a federal  union 

with 
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I have  much  to  urge  in  confirmation  of 
my  opinion;  I am  aware  of  objections ; and  I 
am  not  unprepared  to  reply  to  them.  But  I 

mean 

with  the  american  ftates,  productive  of  the  greateft  com- 
mercial, as  well  as  other  political  advantages,  would 
probably  take  place;  and  this,  perhaps,  at  no  very  diftant 
period.  Amidft  the  prefent  diforders  of  our  diftempered 
flate,  they  may  poflibly  efteem  it  dangerous  to  be  con- 
nected with  a nation,  fo  nearly  allied  to  perdition. 

The  arts,  that  have  been  ufed  to  inflame  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  England,  againft  their  brethren  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  have  hitherto  proved  but  too 
fuccefsful.  I truft,  however,  they  now  begin  to  fail ; 
and  that  a temper,  more  becoming  the  ancient  generofity 
and  humanity  of  our  nation,  and  more  congenial  to 
the  fpirit  of  the  religion  we  profefs,  will  actuate  our 
counfels.  The  great,  the  good  Dr.  Price  has  fo  ably 
touched  this  fubject,  that  it  would  be  prefumption  in 
me  to  add  any  further  reflexions  of  my  own.  To  his 
found  and  catholic  doctrine,  I fubfcribe  with  heart 
and  hand. 

The  principal  ideas,  contained  in  the  plan  now  pro- 
pofed,  have  long  been  prefent  to  the  mind  of  the  writer. 
Strongly  impreffed  with  the  perfuafion,  that  an  englifli 
houfe.  of  commons,  in  order  to  its  anfwering,  in  any 
degree,  the  purpofes  of  its  inftitution,  ought  to  be  a real 
reprefentation  of  the  people,  he  fuggefted  to  fir  George 
Saville  his  fentiments,  refpecting  the  neceflity  and  the 
practicability  of  a reformation,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year 
1776;  communicating  what  is  now  made  public,  to  that 
excellent  citizen,  in  two  private  letters,  under  the 
fignature  of  “ Salus  publics,”  originally  [annexed  to 
this  addrefs. 
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mean  not  to  trefpals  any  further  on  your  pa- 
tience. I fubmit  this  general  (ketch  of  my 
prefent  fentiments,  with  deference,  to  a fet 
of  gentlemen,  who,  I truft,  underhand  the 
rights  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  have 
already  manifefted  a becoming  fpirit  in  their 
fupport. 

The  leading  principles  of  my  idea  may  be 
recapitulated  in  the  following  words. 

Alarmed,  when  I recoiled:  the  fate  of 
former  remonftrances  in  favour  of  the  in- 
jured rights  of  eledion  I would  fugged 
to  my  fellow  citizens,  that,  although  pe- 
titions from  a majority  of  the  counties,  when 
ading  (ingle  or  unconneded,  might  be  re- 
jeded,  greater  refped  would  be  paid  to  the 
remonftrance  of  the  fame  counties  combined. 
As  the  voice  of  fuch  majority  would,  ftridly 
fpeaking,  be  the  voice  of  the  commons  of 
this  country. 

I would  alfo  imprefs  my  countrymen  with 
a perfuafion,  that  if  they  with  to  effed  their 
political  falvation,  it  will  be  neceffary  for 
them  fteadily  to  keep  in  view  fome  one  con- 

I i 3 hitutional 

* Ita  dum  iinguli  pugnant,  univerfi  vincuntur.  Tacit. 
Agric. 
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ftitutional  point,  clear,  diftindl,  and  com- 
prehenfive  in  its  nature  ; expreffed  in  terms, 
adapted  to  the  underftandings  of  all  orders 
of  men ; fuch  as  the  intelligent  and  the 
virtuous  of  all  parties  will  approve  ; and 
which,  if  attained,  will  not  only  render  us 
an  happy  and  an  united  people,  but  enfure 
the  enjoyment  of  every  national  advantage 
to  our  lateft  poflerity.* 

Meafures 

i 

* The  fingle  meafure,  which,  in  my  apprehenfion, 
would  correfpond,  in  every  particular,  to  the  charac- 
teriftics  above  recited,  is  the  eftabliftiment  of  a com- 
mons’ houfe  of  parliament,  in  exadt  conformity  to  the 
primaeval  principles  of  the  conftitution  of  this  country. f 
Unlefs  the  independency  of  this  divifion  of  the  legifla- 
ture  be  maintained,  its  exiftence  can  be  but  of  little 
confcquence  to  the  people.  It  is  furely  a reafonable  wifh, 
and  it  ought  to  be  the  wifh  of  every  englifhman,  that 
the  commons  of  this  country  may  have  their  interefts 
and  inclinations  confulted,  and  attended  to,  in  their 
own  house.  In  fuch  circumftances,  it  would  never 

be 


f It  is  a fatisfadtion  to  me  to  reflect,  that  I am  fup- 
ported,  with  refpect  to  the  principal  dodlrines  avowed 
in  the  preceding  pages,  by  the  following  very  refpedlable 
authorities. 

“ By  the  common  law,  all  freemen  of  England  had 
a voice  in  the  eledlion  of  thefe  knights,  within  the 

counties 
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Meafures  of  extenfive  utility  are  generally 
plain  and  fimple,  and  immediately  approve 
themfelves  to  the  general  fenfe  of  mankind ; 
with  refpedt  to  fuch,  therefore,  unanimity 
may  be  expected. 

I i 4 It 

• 

be  in  the  power  of  an  abandoned  adminiftration,  with 
its  dependent  tribes  of  placemen,  penfioners  and  con- 
tractors, to  riot  unreftrained  in  the  public  plunder ; 
facrificing,  with  unbounding  prodigality,  at  the  fhrine 
of  defpotifm,  the  refources  of  the  prefent  generation, 
and  the  juft  inheritance  of  millions  yet  unborn  ; while 
difcontent,  diftrefs,  and  difgrace  prevail,  in  every  part 
of  this  once  glorious,  happy  and  extenfive  empire  : or, 
to  fum  up,  in  a few  words,  what  would  require  many 
volumes  in  the  detail,  it  would  follow  as  a confequence 
in  immediate  connection,  that  the  public  would  for  ever 
be  fecured,  againft  the  treachery  and  infults  of  its 

OWN  SERVANTS. 

s f 

counties  where  they  dwelt;  but  now,  by  thefe  ftatutes 
of  8th  Hen.  vi.  and  ioth  Hen.  vi.  they  are  reftrained 
to  fuch  as  have  40s.  freehold  per  annum  within  the 
county.” 

Dalton’s  Sheriff,  p.  334. 

Weftminfter  committee,  March  20,  1780. 

Refolved,  “ That  annual  parliaments  are  the  un- 
doubted right  of  the  people  of  England,  and  that  the  a (ft 
\vhich  prolonged  their  duration  was  fubverfive  of  the 
conftitution,  and  a violation,  on  the  part  of  the  repre- 

fentatives, 


1 


I 
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• It  is  alfo  to  be  confidered,  that  the  fame 
legal  exertion  of  fpirit,  which,  under  the 
guidance  of  wifdom  and  moderation,  would 
-eftablilh  one  point  of  comparatively  fmall 
confequence,  would  fecure  to  us  the  poffef- 

fion 

fentativeS,  of  the  facred  truft  repofed  in  them  by  their 
conftituents. 

Refolved,  cc  That  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  this  country  is  inadequate  to  the  object,  and  a 
departure  fi  om  the  firft  principles  of  the  conftitution.” 

At  a general  meeting  of  the  city  of  Weftminiter, 

April  6,  1780. 

Refolved,  cc  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting, 
that  the  people  of  England  have,  and  always  had,  a 
clear,  unalienable,  indefeafible  right  to  an  annual 
election  of  their  reprefentatives,  as  well  as  to  an  ade- 
quate and  equal  reprefentation,  founded  upon  ftronger 
grounds  than  that  of  any  a£t  or  adds  of  parliament,  and 
that  the  attainment  of  thefe  conflitutional  important 
objects,  is  the  mod  effectual  expedient  for  reftoring  and 
fecuring  the  independence  of  parliament.” 

Council-chamber,  Guildhall,  April  7,  1780. 

<c  The  noble  and  manly  proof  which  your  lordfhip 
has  given,  in  your  letter  to  the  qounty  of  Wilts,  of  your 
decided  concurrence  in  the  undoubted  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  fhort  parliaments,  and  the  neceffity  of  a more 
equal  reprefentation,  cannot  but  increafe  our  regard, 
eflccm,  and  confidence;  and  your  lordfhip,  in  your  fur- 
ther 
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lioii  of  the  mofl  important,  beyond  the  in- 
iluence  of  time  and  chance. 

That  the  friends  of  liberty,  and  of  their 
country,  fhould  communicate  with  each 
Other,  and,  in  all  their  refolutions,  fhould 

look 

ther  profecution  of  thofe  great  conftitutional  objects, 
may  depend  on  the  moft  firm  and  determined  fupport 
from  the  city  of  London.” — Extract  of  a letter  from  the 
common-council  of  the  city  of  London  to  the  earl  of 
Shelburne. 

Weftminfter  committee,  June  13,  1780. 

Refolved,  “ That  the  thanks  of  this  committee  be 
given  to  the  duke  of  Richmond,  for  his  late  motion  in 
favour  of  an  annual,  equal,  and  univerfal  reprefentation 
of  the  commons;  a meafure,  which  is  founded  on  the 
broad  bafis  of  conftitutional  liberty,  and  the  common 
rights  of  mankind  ; and  would,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  be  immediately  productive  of  that  parlia- 
mentary freedom  and  independency,  which  it  is  the  pur- 
pofe  of  our  aft'oeiation  to  promote.” 

Surry  committee,  Nov.  1 r,  and  Weftminfter  committee, 
Nov.  17,  1780. 

Refolved,  “ That  the  voice  of  the  commons  of  Eng- 
land is  no  lefs  neceftary  for  every  legillative  purpofe, 
than  that  of  either  the  fovereign  or  the  lords  ; and  that, 
therefore,  the  people  claim  it,  as  their  juft  and  inherent 
privilege,  to  correct  the  abufes  of  reprefentation,  when- 
ever fuch  abufes  {hall  have  fo  increafcd,  as  to  rob  them 
of  their  conftitutional  (hare  in  their  own  government.” 

At 
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look  forward  to  futurity ; appear  to  me  to 
be  maxims,  ftrongly  fuggefted  by  the  com- 
plexion of  the  times. 

I have  only  to  add,  that,  when  the  times 
of  diftrefs,  long  predicted,  fhall  arrive,  the 
requifite  temper  and  prudence  may  be  want- 
ing for  the  conception  of  fuch  fchemes,  as 
may  be  neceffary  for  the  falvation  of  our 
country.  But  a plan  may  be  propofed,  may 
be  deliberated  upon,  and  in  part  alfented  to, 
in  that  hour  of  tranquility  which  precedes 
the  ftorm. 

At  a full  meeting  of  the  grand  jury,  gentlemen,  and 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Galway,  March  31, 
1782. 

Refolved,  “ That  when  we  daily  fee  the  mandate  of 
the  minifter  fuperfede  all  conviction  in  debate;  when 
placed  and  penfioned  members  of  parliament  notorioufly 
fupport  in  public,  meafures,  which  they  condemn  in 
private ; when  the  hirelings  of  corruption  avow,  and 
government  has  exemplified  in  recent  inftancesof  diftin- 
guifhed  public  characters,  that  to  vote  according  to  con- 
fcience,  amounts  to  a difqualification  to  hold  any  office 
in  the  fervice  of  our  country,  it  is  time  for  the  people 
to  look  to  themfelves,  and  in  great  national  queftions  to 
afl'ert  their  right  to  control  thofe,  who  owe  their  political 
exiftence  tq  their  breath,  and  may  be  annihilated  by 
their  difpleafure. 
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HUNTINGDONSHIRE  COMMITTEE. 

Injuffu  populi  nihil  fanciri  poteft  quod  populum  teneat, 
' Liv. 

A general  preemption  that  kings  (or  minifters)  will 
govern  well,  is  not  a fufficient  fecurity  to  the  people. 

Algernon  Sidney, 
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SIR  ROBERT  BERNARD,  BART, 

CHAIRMAN  OF  THE 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE  COMMITTEE. 


s I R, 

The  delegation  being  clofed,  by  a refo- 
lution  of  its  members,  upon  faturday  the 
twenty-firfl:  ult.  I think  it  now  incumbent 
upon  me  to  explain  the  principles,  upon 
which  I conducted  myfelf  in  the  difcharge 
of  an  office,  to  which  the  partiality  of  your- 
felf,  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  Hun- 
tingdonffiire  committee,  had  a fecond  time 
appointed  me. 

Although  I was  perfuaded,  that  an  houfe 
of  commons,  conftituted  as  the  prefent, 
would  never  be  induced,  by  the  fupplications 
of  the  people,  to  take  an  adtive  part  in  di- 
miniffiing  the  influence  of  the  crown,  yet 
I thought  it  my  duty  to  concur  in  an  ap- 
plication to  that  purpofe;  perceiving  it  to 

be 
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be  the  general  opinion  of  the  delegates,  that 
fuch  application  ffiould  take  the  lead  of 
what,  I own,  has  always  appeared  to  me  the 
moll  eligible  plan  of  reformation:  I mean 
that  fubftantial  reform  in  the  reprefentative 
body,  which,  in  the  higheft  degree,  it  con- 
cerns the  people  to  advert  to;  a reform, 
more  practicable  than  is  generally  appre- 
hended, and  which,  in  my  underftanding, 
fuggefts  the  only  hope  of  political  falvation. 

I mu(i  confefs,  it  was  with  reluCtance  I 
confented  to  the  idea  of  keeping  out  of  fight 
our  delegated  character  in  the  title  of  the 
petition,  lately  prefented  to  the  commons’ 
houfe  of  parliament.  It  was  with  equal  re- 
luCtance  I confented  to  wave  the  infertion  of 
fome  other  circumftances,  refpeCting  the 
finance  of  this  country,  which  feemed  to  me 
to  call  more  loudly  for  parliamentary  repre- 
henfion,  than  any  hitherto  noticed  in  the 
petitions  of  the  people. 

It  was  alfo  with  difficulty,  I perfuaded 
myfelf  to  adopt  a ftile,  in  my  idea  too  hum- 
ble for  fuch  an  occafion,  in  an  addrefs  to  the 
fervants  of  the  people ; to  a body  of  men,  of 
whom  I verily  believed  the  majority  had  al- 
ready, 
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ready,  in  the  Short  period  that  hath  elapfed 
fmce  their  election,  more  than  once  mani- 
fested an  utter  difregard  to  the  interefts  of 
their  constituents. 

Urged  by  the  force  of  thefe  impreSTions, 
I declared  my  fentiments  with  that  freedom 
which  became  your  delegate 3 but  I reflected, 
that  if  unanimity  Was  ever  defirable,  it  was 
peculiarly  fo  at  the  outfet  of  our  undertak- 
ing. I therefore  acquiefced  in  the  idea  of 
petitioning  as  a freeholder  of  your  county, 
and  conceded  to  the  general  with  of  abiding 
by  a form,  which,  it  was  urged,  had  already 
received  the  Sanction  of  a very  considerable 
part  of  the  community. 

It  was  with  heartfelt  pleafure  that  I was 
witnefs  to  the  well-informed  zeal,  with 
which  the  worthy  deputies  of  Yorkshire 
opened  and  fupported  the  plan  of  parliamen- 
tary reformation,  announced  in  the  addrefs 
of  their  committee,  and  that  Spirit  of  pa- 
triotism, with  which  their  idea  was  gene- 
rally adopted  by  the  aflembly. 

To  the  firft  part  of  that  plan,  which  pro- 
pofed  the  addition  of  at  leaSt  one  hundred 
members,  to  be  chofen  in  due  proportion 

in 
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in  tTie  Several  counties  of  this  kingdom,  I 
gave  my  concurrence  ; being  inclined  to 
hope,  that  fuch  an  institution,  which  had 
already  been  approved  by  many  of  the  aflfo- 
ciated  counties,  might  be  falutary  in  its 
confequences ; and  not  inconfiftent  with 
thofe  more  enlarged  fchemes  of  reformation, 
which  I truSt  the  fpirit  and  good  fenfe  of 
the  englilh  nation  will  hereafter  carry  into 
effect.  * 

But,  in  order  that  my  fubfequent  con- 
duit may  appear  in  its  proper  point  of  view, 
I requeft  the  indulgent  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  following  considerations  : 

It  feemed  to  be  the  general  opinion  of 
the  delegates,  that  parliamentary  freedom 
and  independence  might  be  reStored  by  an 
improved  arrangement  of  the  prefent  elec- 
tors of  this  kingdom.  I did  not,  therefore, 
controvert  the  idea  in  this  Stage  of  the  bufi- 
nefs , I concurred  with  them  in  practice  as 
far  as  they  went  -y  but  my  theory  led  me  to 
more  extenfive  conclufions. 

I con- 

[ * The  author  afterwards  altered  his  opinion  on  this 
propofal,  as  may  be  feen  in  his  firft  “ Letter  to  the  vo- 
lunteers of  Ireland,”  in  the  following  part  of  this  vo- 
lume. J 
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I confidered  that  the  perfons,  who  at 
prefen  t exercife  the  power  of  election,  in  the 
name  of  the  people  of  England,  might  be 
diflributed  into  three  claffes.* 

In  the  firft  clafs  would  be  contained  thofe 
inhabitants  of  this  kingdom,  who  po fiefs 
freeholds  to  the  amount  of  forty  fhillings  a 
year  and  upwards,  fuppofed  to  be  in  number 
130,000,  and  electing  ninety-two  members 
to  ferve  for  fifty-two  counties. 

The  fecond  clafs  would  comprehend 

43.000  citizens,  freemen,  and  others,  who 
eled:  fifty- two  members  for  twenty- three 
cities  and  two  uni verfi ties. 

in  the  third  or  lafl:  clafs  would  be  found 

41.000  eiedors,  who  choofe  369  members 
for  192  towns  and  boroughs. 

It  was  propofed  by  the  deputies  of  York- 
shire, that  the  members  eleded  by  the 

130.000  freeholders  fhould  amount  at  the 
leaf!  to  192. 

As  a further  barrier  againfi:  undue  influ- 
ence, I propofed  that  one  hundred  fhould  be 

fubtra&ed 

* RePort  of  the  Weftminfter  fub- committee,  dated 
March  1 g,  1780. 

H*  K k. 
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fubtradled  from  the  369  burgefles,  chofen  at 
prefent  by  the  41,000  eledtors,  in  order  that 
the  fum  total  of  the  members  eledted  by  the 
prefent  freeholders,  citizens,  freemen,  bur- 
gelfes,  and  other  eledtors  of  England,  might 
remain  the  fame  as  before. 

The  motion  was  not  Supported ; the  rea- 
fons  that  induced  me  to  propofe  this  altera- 
tion are  as  follows  : 

In  the  firft  place,  it  appeared  to  me,  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  is  already  fufficiently 
numerous  for  all  the  purpofes  of  its  institu- 
tion. In  the  happiefl  periods  of  our  hiftory 
its  number  was  far  inferior  to  what  it  is  at 
prefent : and  it  has  been  ably  oblerved,  that 
with  the  increafe  of  its  members  would,  in 
all  probability,  be  increafed  the  national  de- 
pravity, and  the  expenfe  of  the  public  j * 
unlefs,  at  the  fame  time,  fuch  meafures  were 
embraced,  as,  by  fubjedting  the  reprefenta- 

tive 

* The  refolution,  actually  aflented  to  by  the  delega- 
tion, propofes  that  the  additional  members  Should  be 
chofen  in  due  proportion,  in  the  Several  cities  as  well  as 
counties  of  the  kingdom ; a provifion,  which  rather 
Strengthens  than  impairs  the  argument  in  favour  of  a di- 
minution of  the  borough  members. 
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tive  to  the  control  of  the  constituent,  would 
necedarily  place  him  beyond  the  power  of 
corruption. 

I fecondly  reflected,  that  the  perfons,  who 
eleCt  the  369  members  to  ferve  for  the 
towns  and  boroughs  of  the  kingdom,  are 
the  mod  dependent  part  of  the  nation  and 
are  acknowledged  to  be,  in  every  refpeCt,  the 
lead  worthy  of  being  intruded  with  the  ex- 
ercife  of  fo  important  a power  as  they  at 
prefen t enjoy,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
landed  and  commercial  intereds  of  this 
country. 

In  the  lad  place,  I confidered,  that  the 
popular  fentiment  feemed  more  favourable 
to  the  idea  of  diminidiing  the  number  of 
the  borough  members,  than  to  the  propofed 
augmentation  in  the  counties.  And  al- 
though it  was  alledged,  that  in  cafe  this  idea 
were  adopted,  we  Should  have  the  intered 
of  the  proprietors  of  boroughs  to  contend 
with,  it  appeared  to  me  fuch  intered  might 
be  purchafed,  in  many  indances,  by  a proper 
compenfation ; and  that  even  in  cafe  fome 
reluctance  Should  be  manifeded  by  any  of 
the  parties  concerned,  fuch  perfons  would 

K k 2 probably 
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probably  not  continue  to  oppofe  the  general 
wifh,  when  they  reflected,  that  the  power 
they  enjoyed  was  utterly  inconfiftent  with 
the  people’s  undoubted  right  to  an  equal  re- 
prefentation,  whenever  they  might  think 
proper  to  affert  it. 

In  propofmg  this  improvement,  I pro- 
ceeded upon  the  idea,  adopted  by  my  brethren 
of  the  delegation.  But,  in  fadt,  I efteem  all 
propofitions  for  an  improved  arrangement 
of  the  prefent  voters  of  this  kingdom,  in 
no  further  degree  worthy  of  the  attention 
of  the  public,  than  as  they  are  preparatory 
Heps  to  that  complete  reformation,  which  I 
am  now  more  than  ever  perfuaded  might  be 
effected  by  the  peaceful  efforts  of  the  people, 
adiing  by  their  committees,  and  uniting  in 
a general  affociation  to  fupport  their  re-r 
folves. 

I am,  as  will  afterwards  more  fully  ap- 
pear, decidedly  of  opinion,  that  an  englifh 
houfe  of  commons  ihould  be  a reprefenta- 
tion  of  perfons,  not  of  property ; of  men, 
not  of  things ; and  that  there  is  no  necefhty 
for  the  delegation  of  the  important  right  of 
election  to  any  portion  of  the  community, 

intermediate 
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intermediate  between  the  reprefentative  and 
the  great  collective  body  of  the  people.  But 
fuppofing  thefe  points  were  to  be  conceded, 
and  fuppofing  the  fum  total  of  the  Handing 
electors  of  this  kingdom,  who  are  at  prefent 
allowed  to  exercife  this  power  in  derogation 
of  the  right  of  more  than  a million  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  now  excluded  from  their 
franchife,  were  to  remain  as  at  this  day,  it 
may  reafonably  be  demanded,  whether  the 

1 30,000  freeholders,  who  now  enjoy  the  pri- 

\ 

vilege  of  electing  ninety-two  members,  are 
the  perfons,  whom  the  landed  intereft  would 
depute  for  this  important  purpofe  ? Whe- 
ther there  be  not  a large  proportion  of  them, 
who,  notwithstanding  their  legal  qualifica- 
tion, cannot  claim,  from  their  ftation  in 
life,  this  great  pre-eminence  : and  whether 
many  copyholders  are  not  rejected  in  the 
prefent  fyftem,  whofe  independent  circum- 
ftances  would  render  them  fitter  objeCts  of 
this  truft  ? 

•With  refpeCt  to  the  84,000  citizens,  bur- 
gefies,  and  other  inhabitants  of  England, 
who  eleCt  the  remaining  421  members,  can 
we  ferioufly  maintain,  that  they  properly  re- 
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prefent  the  various  branches  of  the  commer- 
cial intereffc  of  this  country  ? And  can  it  be 
imagined,  that  the  liberties  and  properties  of 
more  than  five  millions  of  people  can  be 
fafe,  when  intruded  in  the  hands  of  repre- 
fentatives,  of  whom  it  has  been  demon- 
flrated  the  majority  may  be  returned  by  a 
number  of  electors  lefs  than  6000,  confift- 
ing,  in  general,  of  the  mod  dependent  and 
mod:  venal  part  of  the  community  ? * 

I will  difmifs  the  fubjedt  of  reprefen ta- 
tion  for  the  prefent,  and  proceed  to  the  next 
objedt  of  parliamentary  reformation  pro- 
pofed  by  the  Yorkshire  committee,  viz.  the 
Shortening  the  duration  of  parliaments  to  a 
period  not  exceeding  three  years. 

I had  the  pleafure  of  concurring  with  the 
delegates  in  their  firft  refolution  refpedting 
this  fubjedt.  The  propriety  of  the  meafure 
was  ably  debated,  and  the  general  fentiment 
decidedly  in  its  favour.  The  refolution, 
as  moved  by  fir  James  Norcliff,  was  as 
follows : 

“ Resolved,  , 

* See  Burch's  “ Political  flifquifitions,”  vo'.  i.  c.  4.  1 
anti  Mr.  Wilkes’s  admirable  fpeech  in  favour  of  a mors 
equal  reprefentation  of  the  people,  March  21,  1776,  in 
a cplledtion  of  his  fpeech.es,  in  D&avo,  publifhed  1 7 S6? 

P-  55- 
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ct  Resolved, 

“ That  the  bill,  enabling  the  feptennial 
duration  of  parliaments,  was  a violation  of 
the  rights  of  the  people,  by  which  the  con- 
stitutional connection  between  the  confti- 
tuent  body  and  the  reprefentative  has  been 
impaired,  and  the  parliament  expofed  to 
great  and  fyftematic  corruption.” 

This  refolution  paffed,  with  the  follow- 
ing amendments  : after  the  words,  “ fepten- 
nial duration  of  parliaments,”  was  inferted, 
“ however  expedient  it  might  have  been 
rendered  by  the  circumftances  of  the  times,” 
and  inftead  of  “ fyftematic  corruption,”  was 
fubftituted  “ unconstitutional  influence.”  I 
do  not  conceive  thefe  alterations  to  have 
been  real  improvements  of  this  motion. 

I have  always  imagined  the  triennial  bill 
to  be  equally  a violation  of  the  constitution 
with  the  feptennial.  I conceive,  alfo,  that 
the  proper  bufinefs  of  a reprefentative,  as 
indeed  is  evident  from  the  tenor  of  the  an- 
cient writs,  is  to  adt  as  an  agent  for  his 
constituents  in  the  great  aftembly  of  the  na- 
tion, and,  in  their  name,  to  aftent  to  Such 
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rneafures,  as  he  apprehends  they  would  ap- 
prove. I would  aSk,  whether  the  fenfe  of 
the  people  can  with  propriety  be  fuppofed 
to  be  expreffed  in  that  affembly,  by  perfons 
delegated,  as  it  might  happen,  nearly  three 
years  before  the  actual  iffuing  of  the  yearly 
proclamation  for  its  convention  ? 

Urged  by  the  force  of  thefe  reflections,  I 
made  the  following  motion,  which,  for 
want  of  being  fupported,  occafloned  no  de- 
bate : 

“ R.esolved? 

<e  That  the  people  of  England  have  an 
undoubted  right  to  an  annual  election  of 
members  to  lerve  in  the  commons’  houfe  of 
parliament ; and  that  the  aCt  of  the  fixth 
of  William  the  third,  which  afforded  the 
frit  legal  fanCtion  to  the  duration  of  parlia- 
ments beyond  a Angle  feffion,  was  fubver- 
five  of  the  constitution,  and  a violation,  on 
the  part  of  the  reprefentatives,  of  the  facred 
truft  repofed  in  them  by  their  constituents.’* 

It  was  with  pain  I differed  from  the  York- 
shire gentlemen,  and  the  majority  of  the 
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deputation  in  the  fubfequent  refolution, 
which  is  now  fub joined  ; 

“ Resolved, 

“ That  when  by  the  peaceful  and  legal 
efforts  of  the  people,  a more  frugal  manage- 
ment of  the  public  purfe,  and  a more  ade- 
quate reprefen tation  in  parliament  fhall  have 
been  obtained,  the  repeal  of  the  feptennial 
bill  would  form  a ftrong  barrier  againft  the 
inroads  of  parliamentary  corruption,  and  the 
alarming  influence  of  the  crown.” 

I will  not  trouble  the  committee  with  a 
recital  of  the  various  reafons,  which  induced 
me  to  oppofe  the  pafling  of  this  refolution» 
They  were  very  different,  I believe,  from 
thofe  which  influenced  the  two  other  depu- 
tations, who  concurred  with  me  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  It  may  be  fufficient  for  the  prefent, 
to  obferve,  that  with  fome  formality  I de- 
clared, that  I objeded  to  this  motion,  " be- 
caufe  it  poftpones  the  red  refs  of  an  acknow- 
ledged violation  of  the  conftitution,  until 
that  more  frugal  management  of  the  public 
purfe  fhall  have  been  obtained,  which  I am 
perfu aded  the  controling  power  of  a com- 
mons’ 
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mons’  houfe  of  parliament,  elected  in  con- 
formity to  ancient  ufage,  folely  can  effect. 

Previoufly  to  my  ftatement  of  the  laft 
motion  1 made  in  the  affembly  of  delegates, 
I would  beg  leave  to  fubmit  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing confiderations,  in  the  form  of  queries. 
If  they  Ihould  not  have  fo  much  weight  with 
- the  committee  as  they  had  with  me,  they 
may  yet  convince  the  gentlemen  who  com- 
pofe  it,  that  I did  not  act  without  reflection, 
and  that  if  my  conduct  was  erroneous,  my 
intentions  were  neverthelefs  fincere. 

1 . Is  it  practicable  to  allign  to  the  prefent 
214,000  electors  of  England  any  fuch  new 
arrangement,  as  fhall  render  it  poflible  for 
them  to  return  a free  and  independent  com- 
mons’ houfe  of  parliament  ? 

2.  Does  not  the  mode  of  electing  two 
members  for  each  county  of  this  kingdom, 
however  varying  in  extent  and  population, 
befides  the  obvious  inequality  it  introduces 
into  the  reprelentation,  alfo  give  rife,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  larger  counties,  to  that  riot, 
confuflon,  and  undue  influence,  which  might 
effectually  be  removed,  by  a new  allotment, 
into  diftricts,  each  containing,  as  much  as 
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may  be,  the  fame  number  of  inhabitants,  and 
electing  one  member  ? 

3.  Do  not  the  petitions  to  parliament,  re- 
fpe&ing  contefted  eledions  in  boroughs,  ai- 
med intirely  arife  from  the  various  qualifi- 
cations annexed  to  the  right  of  voting  ? and, 
therefore,  would  not  thefe  contefts,  which 
form  one  of  the  flronged  objections  to  the 
revival  of  the  ancient  conftiiutional  parlia- 
ments of  a fingle  feffion,  be  almoft  unknown, 
if  the  legal  age  of  the  citizen  were  confidered 
as  the  only  qualification  of  the  voter  ? 

4.  Is  there  any  abfolute  necefiityfor  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  the  houfe  of  commons  in 
order  to  re-eflablifh  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country  in  their  undoubted  right  to  an  equal, 
annual,  and  univerfal  reprefentation  of  them- 
felves  in  parliament  ? and  would  not  an  aCt 
of  delegates,  freely  chofen  by  the  people,  af- 
fented  to  by  the  king  and  hereditary  nobi- 
lity, be  fufheient  for  this  purpofe  ? * 

5.  Is 

* In  my  cc  Addrefs  to  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex,” 
(p.  472—483  of  this  volume,)  this  queftion  is  treated 
more  diffufely.  I am  fatisfied  the  doitrine,  maintained 
in  that  trail,  is  truly  conflitutional,  and  might  be  re- 
duced to  practice,  by  the  peaceable  efforts  of  the  peopleo 
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5.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  all  men,  who 
wi£h  well  to  their  country,  and  have  in- 
$uence  in  the  community,  to  date  the  fub- 
ftantial  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  ufe  fuch 
arguments  as  may  induce  them,  by  every 
legal  and  conftitutional  method,  to  alfert 
them  ? * 

6.  Is  it  not  much  more  likely  that  the 
commonalty  of  England,  when  national 
diftrefs  fhall  have  awakened  them  to  a fenfe 
of  their  own  mifcondud:,  would  embrace  a 
mode  of  reformation,  which  a&ually  rein- 
ftates  them  in  the  poffeffion  of  an  important 
franchife,  than  that  they  fhould  interefl 
themfelves  in  the  eftablifhment  of  a fyftem 

of 

f If  that  body  of  our  fellow  citizens,  who,  for  many 
years,  have  oppofed,  in  the  commons’ houfe  of  parlia- 
ment, the  ruinous  meafures  of  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion,  were  folemnly  to  fecede  from  an  afiembly,  in 
which  it  is  impoftible  for  argument,  aided  by  the  fub- 
limeft  eloquence,  to  be  of  any  avail  : and,  alTembling 
the  counties,  would  explain  the  grounds  of  their  fecef- 
fion,  and  declare  their  perfuafion,  that  the  laft  hope  of 
England  now  refts  on  the  conftitutional  exertions  of  the 
colledtive  body  of  the  people,  they  would  certainly  dif- 
charge  the  duty  they  owe  to  their  conftituents,  and,  pro- 
bably, preferve  their  country  from  impending  deftruc- 
tion. 
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of  meafures,  of  which  it  requires  a long 
train  of  circuitous  reafoning  to  demonftrate 
to  them  the  ufe  ? 

The  motion,  grounded  on  the  dodrine 
contained  in  the  preceding  queries,  the  great- 
eft  part  of  which  I,  with  pleafure,  acknowl- 
edge I have  been  led  to  adopt,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  incomparable  publications  of 
major  Cartwright,  was  as  follows  : 

“ Whereas,  after  folemn  argument,  and 
the  moft  difpaffionate  difcuflion,  it  appears  to 
this  affembly,  that  the  right  of  election  for 
members  to  ferve  in  the  comm'ons’  houfe  of 
parliament  (which  at  prefent,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  nation,  is  unwarrantably 
exercifed  by  an  inconfiderable  portion  of  the 
community,  in  many  refpeds  incompetent 
to  the  difcharge  of  fo  important  a truft)  doth 
in  truth  conflitutionally  appertain  to,  and 
might  conveniently  be  exercifed  by  every 
male  inhabitant  of  the  kingdom,  arrived  at 
the  legal  age  of  difcretion.  And  whereas 
the  people  in  their  coliedive  capacity  (by 
reafon  that  the  voice  of  the  commonalty  of 
England  is  no  lefs  neceffary  to  every  leg'dla* 
live  purpofe,  than  that  of  either  the  king 
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or  the  lords)  have  a juft  and  Inherent 
right  to  correct  the  abufes  of  parliamentary 
reprefentation,  whenever  fuch  abufes  (hall 
have  fo  increafed,  as  to  rob  them  of  their 
conftitutional  Jhare  in  their  own  govern- 
ment; 

“ Resolved, 

m 

tl  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  com- 
mittees of  correfpondence,  eftablifhed  in 
this  kingdom,  to  carry  into  immediate  ef- 
fect the  proper  meafures,  for  colleting  the 
free  and  unbkfted  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  feveral  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs 
of  England,  refpeting  the  prefent  uncon- 
ftitutional  infringements  of  their  election 
franchifes,  and  the  means  that  ftiould  be 
employed  for  their  recovery.” 

I prefaced  this  motion  with  a defence  of 
the  principles  upon  which  it  was  founded. 
I entered  largely  into  the  practicability  and 
expediency  of  the  meafure  ; and  urged,  that, 
as  no  alterations  ought  to  be  attempted, 
which  did  not  meet  with  the  full  concur- 
rence of  the  people,  it  was  neceftary  to  adopt 

the. 
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the  proper  means  for  collecting  the  fenfe  of 
the  people ; but  this  motion  alfo,  not  being 
fupported,  occahoned  no  debate. 

A motion  being  then  made  for  the  im- 
mediate diifolution  of  ouraifembly,  I thought 
it  my  duty  to  oppofe  it.  I wiihed  that  we 
might  continue  in  exiftence  until  we  were 
enabled,  at  leaft,  to  report  the  fate  of  our 
petition ; but  I was  unfupported  in  my  op- 
pohtion,  and  the  meeting  was  diffolved. 

I cannot  be  unconfcious,  that,  from  my 
own  report,  I (land  expofed  to  the  charge 
of  fingularity  in  many  parts  of  my  conduct ; 
I regard  it  as  a misfortune  : the  gentlemen 
of  the  delegation  are  defervedly  refpefted  in 
point  of  integrity,  ability,  and  public  fpirit ; 
they  cannot  have  more  flncere  and  zealous 
admirers  than  myfelf.  With  many  of  them 
I am  united  in  the  drifted  bonds  of  friend- 
ship ; and  I can  truly  fay,  I felt  more  poi- 
gnant uneafmefs,  from  my  not  being  able  to 
concur  with  them  in  fentiment,  than  I fliould 
have  experienced  of  apprehenfion,  had  it 
been  my  lot  to  have  h ood  fmgle  amid  ft  an 
hoft  of  foes. 

It  is  poffible,  but  I deliver  it  only  as  mat- 
ter 
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ter  of  opinion,  that  fome  gentlemen  in  the 
delegation  might  think  it  prudent  for  us 
to  inlift  only  on  a portion  of  what  might 
juftly  be  demanded,  for  the  purpofeof  con- 
ciliating the  favourable  attention  of  a power- 
ful party  to  our  views.  But  it  may  not  be 
unufeful  to  refledt,  that  we  are  agents  for 
the  democratical  part  of  the  conftitution, 
and  that  it  is  not  reafonable  to  expedt,  that 
we  fhall  be  ftrenuoufly  fupported  by  the  no- 
bility, unlefs  when  the  common  danger 
fhall  become  extreme : in  fuch  circum- 
ftances  the  virtuous  part  of  the  nobility  will 
unite  with  us.  When  that  danger  is  at  a 
diftance,  retaining  the  natural  prejudices  of 
their  order,  they  will  not  be  fanguine  in  our 
caufe  : I fay  this  with  an  exception  of  fome 
elevated  characters,  whofe  generofity  of  fen- 
timent,  in  fupporting  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, is  above  my  praife. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  commonalty  at  large, 
I am  fatisfied  the  prefent  languor  of  patrio- 
tifm  did  not  originate  with  them  ; they  were 
inclined  in  the  laft  year  to  adopt  the  moft 
fpirited  meafures  5 but,  through  the  want 
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of  concord  in  their  leaders,  they  now,  alas ! 
know  not  in  whom  they  can  confide. 

I am  not  an  advocate  for  an  intemperate 
expreffion  of  zeal,  nor  inclined  to  appeal 
even  to  the  conftitutional  powers  of  the  peo- 
ple upon  trivial  occafions,  and  without  a 
profpecft  of  fuccefs.  But  I am  perfuaded,  that 
a timely  declaration  of  the  popular  fenti- 
ment,  refpedting  the  long  violated  rights  of 
reprefentation,  would  be  the  mod  likely 
method  of  preventing  the  further  inroads  of 
defpotifm,  and  the  final  ruin  of  the  ft  ate.* 

Ever  fince  I took  a part  in  politics,  I have 
efteemed  it  my  duty  to  avow,  and  to  bring 
forward,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  thofe 
maxims,  which  I believed  would  promote 

the 

* With  fuch  declaration  might,  with  propriety,  be 
combined  a remonftrance  againft  the  continuance  of  the 
american  war,  and  a difavowal  of  the  principles  and 
practices,  which  gave  occafion  to  its  commencement. 
A remonftrance  of  this  nature,  exprefled  in  manly,  yet 
refpeftful,  language  to  the  throne,  though  it  might  not 
bend  certain  of  thofe  inflexible  fpirits  who  furround  it, 
would  probably  difpofe  the  hearts  of  our  american  bre- 
thren to  peace,  and  to  the  conceftlon  of  many  commer- 
cial advantages  in  their  power  to  grant,  as  a free  and 
independent  people. 

II.  L 1 
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the  peace  and  profperity  of  my  country.  In 
political  and  religious  difquifitions,  as  well 
as  in  philofophical,  it  is  furely  a point  of 
prudence  to  encourage  a free  communication 
of  fuch  hints,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  pro- 
pofers,  may  benefit  mankind.  Many  doc- 
trines, now  univerfally  received,  were,  at 
one  period,  the  opinions  of  a few  private  in- 
dividuals, which  though,  fora  time,  oppofed 
by  the  combinations  of  intereft,  an  open  ap- 
peal to  the  good  fenfe  of  the  community, 
at  length  hath  carried  into  effedt.  An  unre- 
ferved  communication  of  fentiments  is  eften- 
tial  to  freedom  of  difcufhon  : and  that  per- 
fevering  unanimity,  which  is  the  refult  of 
convidtion,  can  flourifh  only  where  a free 
difcuflion  hath  previoufly  prevailed.  For 
thefe  reafons,  I conceive  that  the  moment,  in 
which  truth  firft  fuggefts  itfelf  to  the  mind, 
is  the  proper  feafon  for  declaring  it. 

With  regard  to  the  instance  before  us,  the 
matter  may  be  brought  to  this  fhort  iffue  i 
whether  it  may  be  more  expedient  to  with- 
hold a dodtrine  conducive  to  the  interefts  of 
. the  people ; to  fufpend  our  exertions,  in  a 
caufe  demonftrably  juft  becaufe  Inch  doc- 
trine or  fuch  exertions  may  poflibly  be  of- 

fenfive 
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fen  five  to  perfons,  whom  we  might  wifli  to 
conciliate : or,  relying  on  thofe  energies, 
which  an  open  avowal  of  political  truth 
would,  mod  probably,  excite  in  the  breads 
of  englifhmen  of  every  defcription,  intrepidly 
affert  it  in  the  face  of  our  country,  regardlefs 
of  oppofition  from  whatever  quarter  it  may 
arife.  This  is  a quedion  which  futurity 
may  probably  decide.*  My  own  fen  ti- 
ll# 1 2 merits 

* It  has,  of  late  years,  been  too  much  the  cuftom, 
with  men  of  every  defcription,  to  exprefs  an  unfavour- 
able opinion  of  the  general  difpofition  of  the  englifh 
people.  They  have  been  repeatedly  reprefented  as 
ftrangers  to  principle  in  virtue  and  religion,  and  totally 
degenerate  vvith  regard  to  the  love  of  liberty  and  public 
fpirit. 

I can  by  no  means  affentto  a pofttion,  which  exhibits 
my  fellow-citizens  in  fo  unpleafmg  a point  of  view-  I 
am  perfuaded  that  the  contrary  is  a fadl.  I am  perfuad- 
ed,  that  there  does  not  only  exift  fufficient  virtue  in  this 
country,  to  preferve  what  is  left  of>  the  forms  of  the 
conftitution,  but  that  there  alfo  remains  fuch  a por- 
tion of  public  fpirit,  as,  under  proper  direction,  would 
rcftore  that  conftitution  to  its  primaeval  integrity  and 
fplendor. 

When  the  brave  and  injured  Keppel  endured  that  me- 
morable conflict,  to. which  the  arts  of  bafe  detra&ion 
had  expofed  him,  with  a firmnefs  and  ccmpofure,  which 
confcious  innocence  could  alone  afford.  What  were 
the  fentiments,  that  occupied  the  minds  of  the  attentive 
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mcnts  are  fufficiently  apparent ; and,  I tiiift, 
this  avowal  of  them  will  be  received  with 
candour  by  yourfelf  and  the  other  gentle- 
men of  the  committee,  to  whom,  with  the 
utmoft  refpedt  and  moft  cordial  good  wifhes, 
they  are  addrefled  by  their 

devoted  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  JEBB. 

Craven  ftreet,  May  13,  1781. 

audience  at  that  important  hour  ? Refpefl  for  injured 
merit,  ftrong  refentment,  and  anxious  expectation,  by 
turns,  maintained  the  intire  poffeffion  of  their  fouls.  And 
at  the  moment  of  his  acquittal,  when  furrounded  by 
his  fell  ow -citizens,  he  obtained  a triumph,  more  truly 
honourable,  more  truly  glorious,  than  England  yet  had 
witnefled,  did  not  a fpirit,  manly  and  exalted  as  his  own, 
inform  each  englifh  breaft  ? 

Nor  were  thefe  fentimentsof  more  than  roman  virtue, 
confined  to  the  fpeCtators  of  this  affeCting  fcene  : they 
difFufed  themfelves  with  refiftlefs  energy  to  the  remote# 
quarters  of  the  ifiand  ; and,  while  the  meaneft  of  the 
multitude  felt  thofe  generous  emotions,  which  public 
virtue  only  can  infpire,  “ decus  et  tutamen,”  the 
proper  motto  of  nobility,  appeared  to  be  infcribed  in 
fplendid  characters  on  each  illufirious  brow. 

Is  it  polfible  that  my  fellow-citizens,  who  interefted 
themfelves  fo  warmly  in  the  caufe  of  injured  virtue, 
fhould  remain  utterly  infenfible,  when  their  country 
calls  ? Can  a nation,  thus  feeling  for  another’s  honour, 
long  continue  regardlefs  of  its  own  r 
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LETTER  I. 

TO  LIEUT.  COL.  S HARMAN,  &c. 
s I R, 

I am  informed  by  Mr.  Joy,  in  a letter 
dated  the  firft  inftant,  that  the  committee, 
of  which  you  are  chairman,  have  done  me 
the  honour  to  delire,  that  I would  commu- 
nicate to  you  my  fentiments,  refpedfing  a 
parliamentary  reform. 

Ever  fince  the  commencement  of  the  late 
important  movements  in  your  kingdom,  I 
have  conceived  the  reformation  of  your 
houfe  of  commons,  as  a meafure,  effentially 
necelfary  to  the  eftablilhment  of  the  liberties 
of  Ireland  upon  a permanent  foundation. 

You  have  wifely  referved  the  confideration 
of  this  work  to  the  prefent  moment.  If  it 
be  conduced  with  the  fame  manly  and  de- 

L 1 4 termined 


r 


( 520  ) 

termined  fpirit,  which  has  characterized 
your  former  exertions,  there  is  no  doubt, 
but  that,  under  the  providence  of  heaven, 
you  will  fecure  to  yourfelves  and  your  pofte- 
rity,  a portion  of  national  felicity,  of  do- 
meftic  peace,  of  external  honour,  far  tran- 
fcending  what  has  hitherto  been  exhibited 
or  enjoyed  in  any  age  or  clime. 

The  matter  before  you  may  be  confidered 
with  refpedt  to  the  point  of  expediency,  and 
the  point  of  right. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  latter,  my  opinion  is 
decided.  By  the  conftitution,  a certain  por- 
tion of  the  legiflative  power  is  referved  to 
the  commons  ; who,  from  the  circumflance 
of  their  numbers,  are  obliged  to  exercife 
this  important  function  by  delegation. 

The  power  of  delegation  appears  to  me  to 
be  as  extenfive,  as  the  obligation  of  bearing 
arms  for  the  common  defence.  I have  long 
confidered  every  reftriCtion  of  the  right  of 
fuffrage,  as  an  infringement  of  the  law  of 
nature,  as  well  as  fubverlive  of  tlie  confu- 
tation of  my  country, 

I am  of  opinion,  alfo,  that  political  truth 
and  political  expediency,  are  terms  fynoni- 

mous ; 
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mous;  and,  therefore,  am  difpofed  to  think, 
that  the  only  advice  I can,  with  propriety, 
offer  to  a body  of  men,  who  have  conducted 
themfelves  with  fo  much  moderation,  mag- 
nanimity, and  public  fpirit,  is,  “ Go  on, 
with  full  reliance  upon  the  juftice  of  your 
caufe;  inveftigate  the  rights  of  freemen; 
affert  them  ; eftablifh  them  in  their  full  ex- 
tent. I cannot  believe  that  the  accomplilh- 
ment  of  any  meafure,  founded  in  political 
truth,  can  be  impoffible  to  fuch  exalted 
virtue.” 

However,  as  many. expedients  have  been 
fuggelfed  upon  the  idea,  that,  on  account 
of  prejudices,  what  is  flridly  right  cannot 
be  put  in  practice,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  inquire,  how  far  thefe  expedients  are 
likely  to  anfwer  the  intended  purpofe.  It 
has  been  conceived,  that  the  addition  of  a 
certain  number  of  county  members  would 
atfift  in  balancing  the  corrupt  reprefentation 
of  the  boroughs  ; a meafure,  in  my  idea,  as 
inexpedient  as  it  is  partial  and  unjuft. 

Firft  5 becaufe,  if  it  fail  in  effedually 
over-balancing  the  powers  of  corruption,  it 
increafes  the  grievance,  by  enhancing  the 

national 
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national  expenfe ; as  a minifter,  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances,  muft  employ  a greater  portion 
of  the  public  treafure  in  gaining  a majority 
than  before.  In  lord  North’s  opinion,  fuch 
a meafure  would  have  nothing  in  it  formid- 
able to  an  adminiftration,  determined  to  go- 
vern by  court  influence.  On  the  deciflon 
of  the  great  debate  on  this  queftion,  he  was 
heard  to  declare,  that  the  friends  of  the  pro- 
pofed  reform  would  have  been  worfted,  had 
the  hundred  knights  been  prefent ; the  ma- 
jority that  day  far  exceeding  that  number. 

Secondly ; the  propofed  addition  would 
render  the  houfe  of  commons  too  numerous. 
In  Ireland,  fuch  an  increafe  of  the  county 
members  as  would  be  neceflary  to  form  an 
effectual  balance  to  the  borough  intereft, 
would  be  greater,  in  proportion,  than  in 
England. 

Thirdly ; the  feats  for  counties  would  be 
difpofed  of  abfolutely  at  the  pleafure  of  a 
few  of  the  principal  landholders,  while  the 
great  body  of  the  freeholders  would  enjoy 
lefs  of  the  ele&ive  power  than  they  do  at 

Laflly;  the  expenfes  of  contefted  elec- 
tion?. 


( 523  ) 

tions,  efpecially  in  the  larger  counties,  would 
be  mod:  enormoufly  increafed. 

It  has  alfo  been  fuggefted,  that  it  would 
be  expedient  to  disfranchife  fome  of  the 
boroughs  in  thofe  counties,  where  they  are 
mod:  numerous,  efpecially  fuch  whofe  con- 
ditution  is  mod  exceptionable  3 and  to  make 
a compenfation  to  the  prefen t proprietors  at 
the  public  expenfe.  Nothing  can  be  urged, 
in  my  idea,  againd  this  meafure.  So  far  as 
it  goes,  it  is  both  equitable  and  expedient. 
The  transferring  from  fuch  boroughs  the 
right  of  election  to  townfhips,  or  didridts, 
which,  from  the  greater  number  of  inha- 
bitants, and  other  circumdances,  appear 
more  likely  to  preferve  their  independence, 
would  be  an  improvement  upon  this  idea. 

The  generous  principles  you  have  adopted 
refpedting  roman  catholics,  have  been  at- 
tended with  effedts,  very  different  from  what 
were  expedted  by  perfons  of  lefs  enlarged 
fentiments.  Yet,  perhaps,  there  are  few, 
who  would  not  be  alarmed  at  the  idea  of 
conceding  to  them  the  power  of  eledting  re- 
prefentatives  of  their  own  perfuafion.  Many 
might  think  it  imprudent  to  allow  them  the 
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exercife  of  the  right  of  fuffrage,  were  even 
their  choice  reftri&ed  to  the  perfons  of  pro- 
teftants.  Local  difficulties  muft  be  belt 
known  to  perfons  on  the  fpot.  I can  only 
reafon  from  general  principles.  If  men  are 
allowed  to  hold  property,  to  poffiefs  rights, 
to  bear  arms ; I cannot  fee  any  fubftantial 
reafon  why  they  fhould  not  alfo  be  allowed 
a fhare  in  the  appointment  of  thofe  who 
make  the  laws.  By  fuch  generous  confi- 
dence, I fhould  conceive,  their  prejudices 
would  be  foftened,  and  their  attachment  to 
the  public,  of  which  they  would  then  be- 
come a component  part,  increafed.  At  any 
rate,  fo  far  as  regards  proteflants,  the  right 
of  fuffrage  may,  with  great  propriety,  be 
extended  far  beyond  its  prefent  limits. 

Seffional  parliaments  (i.  e.  parliaments 
of  a fingle  feffion)  are  the  only  parliaments 
that  can  be  efteemed  conflitutional  : the 
nearer  you  approach  to  right  and  ancient 
ufage,  the  nearer  you  will  approach  to  the 
point  of  true  political  expedience. 

With  refped  to  the  mode  of  effecting  the 
reform  in  queftion,  I own,  I feel  flrong  ob- 
jections to  the  idea  of  applying  to  the  houfe 

of 
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of  commons  by  petition.  If  the  prefent 
mode  of  delegation  anfwers  not  the  purpofe 
of  its  institution,  it  is  the  proper  office  of 
the  perfons  immediately  interefled  (i.  e.  the 
conftituent  body)  to  form  a plan  for  its 
amendment. 

May  I be  permitted,  without  imputation 
of  prefumption,  to  exprefs  my  unreferved 
opinion  on  this  momentous  Subject. 

After  paffing  refolutions,  expreffive  of  the 
rights  of  the  people  to  review  the  whole 
fyflem  of  delegation,  and  declaratory  of 
the  principles,  upon  which  a true  and  pro- 
per representation  ought  to  be  conftru&ed, 
let  a committee  from  yourfelves  be  ap- 
pointed to  draw  the  outline  of  apian,  which 
you  fhall  judge  to  be  effectual,  the  mod:  ex- 
tenfive  and  liberal  that  the  times  will  bear. 

Let  this  plan  be  propofed  to  the  houfe  of 
commons ; and,  at  the  fame  time,  let  a cer- 
tain period  be  Specified,  in  which  you  con- 
ceive the  wifdom  of  that  houfe  may  finally 
complete  the  plan  you  fhall  offer  to  their 
consideration.  And,  laStly,  let  your  prefent 
affembly  be  adjourned  to  a reafonable  time 
beyond  the  period,  in  which  the  plan  may 
be  conceived  to  be  offered  for  affent  to  the 
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other  branches  of  the  legillature.  The  in- 
tervening conduct  of  parliament  will  fuggeft 
the  proper  meafures  to  be  adopted  at  fuch 
adjourned  meeting. 

Petition  feems  to  acknowledge  a power  in 
the  houfe  of  commons  of  reje&ing  your  fuit. 
It  transfers  the  authority  from  the  fenders 
to  the  fent.  It  fuppofes,  in  the  majority  of 
the  houfe,  a dignity  and  independence,  which 
the  nature  of  the  petition  evidently  implies 
they  do  not  poffefs.  It  calls  upon  them  to 
reform  themfelves ; which  a corrupt  body 
of  men  never  did,  nor  can  do. 

Thus,  with  an  undifguifed  heart,  I have 
unfolded  my  idea  upon  this  important  quef- 
tion.  May  confiflency,  public  fpirit,  and 
magnanimity,  with  true  wifdom,  continue 
to  prelide  in  your  ahemblies  ! Though  ab- 
fent  in  perfon,  yet  in  fpirit,  and  moft  fer- 
vent wiflies  for  your  fuccefs,  I fhall  be  pre- 
fent  with  you. 

I remain,  with  great  refpedt, 

for  the  committee  and  yourfeif, 
your  obedient  fervant, 

JOHN  JEBB. 

Aug.  13,  1783. 
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LETTER  II. 


SIR, 

I n the  letter  which  I yederday  did  my- 
felf  the  honour  of  addreffing  to  you,  I dated, 
in  very  general  terms,  my  ideas  refpedting 
a reform  in  your  reprefentation,  and  the 
means  of  effecting  it.  In  this,  I propofe  to 
fubmit  to  your  confideration  fome  uncon- 
nected obfervations,  in  explanation,  or  con- 
firmation, of  the  opinions  I have  already  ad- 
vanced ; truding  that  your  refpedtable  com- 
mittee will  receive  with  candour,  what  I 
fliall  offer  with  integrity  of  purpofe. 

I am  very  fenfible  that  you  have  difficul- 
ties to  druggie  with  peculiar  to  your  coun- 
try ; others,  which  are  common  to  both 
countries  3 but  none,  thank  heaven,  which 
can  be  edeemed  unfurmountable,  when  we 
reflect  upon  the  pad. 

The  plan  of  univerfal  reprefentation,  by  a 
new  arrangement  into  diftridts,  each  didridt 
eledting  one  member,  is,  J think,  by  far  the 
mod  practicable  plan  that  can  be  propofed. 
The  addrefs  of  the  delegates  of  the  Ulder 
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regiment  afferts,  that  the  right  of  being  go- 
verned only  by  laws  of  his  own  making,  ig 
the  birth -right  of  man ; a proportion  equally 
true,  whether  the  terms  of  it  be  applied  to 
nations,  or  to  the  individuals  of  which  they 
are  compofed. 

Contefted  eledtions  generally  arife  from 
difputes  concerning  qualifications ; which 
can  never  be  ftated  in  fo  definite  a manner, 
when  any  degree  of  property  is  eflablifhed 
as  a requifite,  as  not  to  minifter  matter  for 
innumerable  perjuries  and  endlefs  alterca- 
tions. 

It  is  impoffible  to  conceive  that  voters, 
in  general,  will  put  themfelves  to  the  ex- 
penfe  and  trouble  of  travelling  from  one  fide 
of  an  extenfive  county  to  the  other,  to  give 
their  fuffrages,  without  fome  compenfation. 
Laws  to  prevent  bribery  or  corruption,  in 
fuch  circumftances,  have  always  hitherto 
been  evaded,  and  thus  have  increafed  the 
evils  they  wTere  intended  to  remedy.  Laws 
enadted  to  prevent  the  candidate  from  bear- 
ing the  expenfes  of  an  eledtor,  inhabiting  the 
extremity  of  Yorkfhire,  to  the  place  of  elec- 
tion, will  either  be  eluded,  or  operate  as  a 
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disfranchisement.  The  utmoft  exertion  of 
human  intellect  cannot  invent  a method  of 
taking  the  fuffrages  of  an  extenfive  county, 
which  will  not  be  liable  to  ftrong  objedions. 
If  you  increafe  the  number  of  county  mem- 
bers, the  difficulties  are  increafed  : a divilion 
of  the  larger  counties  into  diftrids,  appears, 
therefore,  necefiary,  whatever  be  the  plan 
of  reform  you  lhall  think  proper  to  adopt, 
with  refped:  to  the  qualification  of  the 
voters. 

If  a lefs  extenfive  plan  than  what  has  been 
hinted  be  adopted,  it  will  be  prudent  to  leave 
the  matter  open  for  pofterity  to  improve 
upon  it,  if  they  judge  proper.  We  know 
not  what  is  really  impradicable  before  trial; 
we  have  feen  what  Ireland  has  effeded  in 
lefs  than  four  years.  The  objedions  to  the 
plan  of  the  duke  of  Richmond  and  major 
Cartwright,  and  the  apprehenfions,  which 
many  entertain  of  danger,  from  admitting 
roman  catholics  to  the  intire  rights  of  ci- 
tizenfhip,  may  appear  fcarcely  worthy  of  a 
moment’s  confideration  at  no  very  diftant 

Unanimity  is  certainly  very  defirable,  but 
II«  Mm  there 
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there  are  two  forts  of  unanimity : one  of 
which  confifts  in  blindly  following  the  dic- 
tates of  a few ; the  other,  is  the  refult  of 
calm  and  difpaflionate  inquiry  into  the  real 
relations  of  things.  I allow,  on  one  fide, 
that  it  would  be  imprudent  to  aim  at  efta- 
blifhing  more  than  what  will  meet  with  ge- 
neral concurrence : on  the  other,  I main- 
tain, that  many  prefen t prejudices  may  na- 
turally be  expedited  to  give  way,  when  a fair 
appeal  is  made  to  the  underhandings  of  men, 
and  truth  is  held  forth  to  public  view,  by 
characters,  who  juftly  poffefs  the  confidence 
of  the  people.  The  generous  fentiments  of 
the  Ulfter  volunteers,  refpeCting  religious  to- 
leration, diffufed  themfelves  with  rapidity 
inconceivable  through  the  breads  of  mil- 
lion§  i and,  I trull,  that  many  of  them  will 
live  to  fee  their  fair  example  followed  by- 
more  than  half  the  european  world.  I will 
only  further  oblerve  upon  this  point,  that 
unlefs  enough  be  done  to  render  the  true  in- 
terefl:  of  the  country  predominant  in  the 
houfe  of  commons, — nothing  is  done. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  you  will  lead  the 
way  in  the  great  point  of  parliamentary  re- 
formation. I 
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formation.  Next  to  yourfelves,  Scotland 
appears  mod  in  earned.  It  is,  therefore, 
on  many  accounts,  that  I wifli  you  may  be 
able  to  effeit  your  purpofe.  Your  fuccefs 
will  greatly  facilitate  the  eftablifliment  of  a 
fimilar  reform  in  this  kingdom.  I trud, 
that  our  committees  will  emulate  your  ge- 
nerality and  candour;  and,  by  inviting  and 
cultivating  a free  and  open  correfpondence, 
avail  themfelves  of  whatever  light  the  friends 
of  liberty  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  may  be 
able  to  fugged.  I have  fent  inclofed  two 
of  your  own  addredes,  with  a rel'olution  of 
our  fociety  for  conditutional  inforrpation, 
at  the  head  of  them.  May  the  fpirit  they 
breathe,  contribute  towards  the  re-kindling' 

G> 

of  that  flame  of  liberty,  which  once  was 
wont  to  burn  with  fo  bright  a ludre  in  the 
breads  of  englifhmen. 

I have  alfo  taken  the  liberty  to  inclofe  the 
report  of  the  Wedminder  fub-committee, 
refpeiling  an  annual,  equal,  and  univerfal 
reprefentation  of  the  commons  of  England  ; 
my  own  addrefs  to  the  freeholders  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  and  fome  other  trails,  which  date, 
with  better  arguments  than  I can  urge,  the 
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obje&ions  to  the  lefs  extenfive  plans  that 
have  been  propofed  in  this  kingdom.  Among 
thefe,  the  letter  of  Mr.  Batley  to  the  rev. 
Mr.  Wyvill,  refpeCting  the  inexpediency  of 
adding  an  hundred  county  members,  appears 
well  worthy  of  perufal. 

I attended  clofely  to  the  debates  of  your 
parliament,  when  Mr.  Grattan  and  Mr. 
Yelverton  firft  propofed  their  motions  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  I faw  the  force  of  in- 
fluence, and  I defpaired.  The  volunteer 
fpirit  arofe,  and  Ireland  was  emancipated 
from  its  chains ! A new  parliament  may 
contain  a greater  number  of  real  friends  to 
freedom ; but  an  incurable  vice  is  inherent 
in  its  conftitution.  If  it  be  left  to  parlia- 
ment to  form  a plan,  the  fcheme  will  infal- 
libly be  defeated.  The  ariftocratic  intereft, 
united  with  the  regal,  like  a blight  from 
the  eaft,  will  affuredly  blaft  every  hope  of 
. harveft.  While  you  retain  the  matter  in 
your  own  bands,  you  cannot  fail  of  effect- 
ing, under  providence,  the  permanent  fal- 
vation  of  your  country.  At  the  enfuing 
meeting,  it  may  be  agreed  how  far  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  right  of  fuffrage  fhould  extend  j 

a general 
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a general  outline  of  a plan  may  be  drawn  for 
a divifion  of  the  counties  into  diflrids;  the 
disfranchifement  of  fome  boroughs,  and  the 
transferring  the  right  of  electing  members  to 
more  populous  townfhips,  may  be  propofed; 
and  the  moft  material  regulations,  refpeit- 
ing  the  taking  of  the  fuifrages  of  the  elec- 
tors, pointed  out.  At  an  adjourned  meet- 
ing,  you  will  be  able  to  judge,  how  far 
parliament  has  complied  with  the  wilhes  of 
the  people.  The  refolves  and  inftrudtions 
of  your  conftituents  will  give  fufficient 
weight  and  authority  to  your  proceedings, 
at  fuch  a period. 

Once  more  requeuing  your  favourable  in- 
dulgence, and  with  my  heartieft  good  wifhes 
for  the  fuccefs  of  a meafure,  in  the  event  of 
which,  the  caufe  of  public  virtue,  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  is  fo  deeply  interelled. 


Brighthelmfton, 
14th  Aug.  1783. 


I remain,  &c* 


M m 


3 


letter 


( 534  ) 


1 '*■ 


LETTER.  III. 

s I R, 

I received,  laft  thurfday,  the  favour 
of  your  letter,  dated  the  eleventh  inftant,  * 

and 

[The  following,  is  a copy  of  the  letter  from  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Sharman,  above  referred  to.  (See  ec  A 
colle&ion  of  letters  to  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,”  printed 
for  J.  Stockdale,  1783,  p.  108— in.  ] 

sir,  Lifburn,  Odh  ir,  1783. 

As  chairman  of  the  Ulfter  committee  of  correfpcn- 
dence,  I am  directed  to  return  you  our  warmed:  thanks, 
for  your  very  obliging  and  ufeful  communications  on  the  t 
fubjedt  of  a parliamentary  reform ; to  aflure  you,  that 
we  entertain  the  moft  grateful  fenfe  of  your  kind  atten- 
tion, and  of  the  great  trouble  you  have  taken  on  this 
occafion  ; and  to  enclofe  you  a copy  of  the  refolves  of 
the  provincial  aftembly  of  volunteers. 

Our  acknowledgments  had  been  foonermade,  had  not 
the  multiplicity  of  bufinefs  which  devolved  on  this 
committee,  both  antecedent  and  fubfequcnt  to  the  meet- 
ing at  Dungannon,  very  much  engrofied  our  time;  this 
feeming  negledt,  we  rely  on  your  good-nature  to  excufe. 

The  provinces  of  Leinfter  and  Connaught  have  al- 
ready called  general  meetings  on  the  fame  fubjecl ; 
Munfter  had  in  part  declared  before ; and,  there  is  no 
doubt,  will  now  join  the  reft,  \ouwill  obftrve,  that 
in  the  public  refolves  of  Ulfter,  we  have  confined  our- 
felves  to  fuch  general  principles  and  objecls,  as  we  were  j 

convinced 
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and  cordially  congratulate  you  upon  the 
plealing  profpedt  of  fuccefs  to  thofe  exer- 
M m 4 tions,! 

convinced  would  fecure  unanimity,  both  in  this  and  the 
other  provinces  ; on  the  fpecific  mode  of  reform,  the 
provinces  might  differ  ; different  opinions  might  have 
ari  fen  amongft  ourfelves  j our  plan  of  reform  (the 
outlines  of  which  I annex)  is,  therefore,  fubmitted  to 
the  grand  national  convention  ; what  they  fhall  agree 
upon,  the  kingdom  at  large,  I dare  fay,  will  acquiefce 
in,  and  fupport  with  their  united  powers ; and  againft 
that  union  refinance  will  be  vain. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  deliberations,  the  utmoft  atten- 
tion was  paid  to  the  opinions  and  communications  of  all 
our  illuftrious  and  much-refpecfed  correfpondents j we 
could  not,  however,  in  every  point  apply  them  to  the 
fituation  of  this  kingdom  ; and  where  we  find  great  and 
good  men,  equally  zealous  in  the  caufe,  differ  with  re- 
lpedl  to  the  mode,  our  only  choice  was  to  adopt  that 
which  feemed  to  us  moft  applicable  to  the  country  we 
live  .in. 

Our  counties,  towns,  and  parifhes,  are  now  taking  up 
the  fubjeft,  and  calling  public  meetings  to  declare  their 
acceffion  to  the  Dungannon  refolves,  and  to  inftrudt 
their  rcprefentatives  on  the  fubjeft  of  a parliamentary 
reform.  We  earneftly  wifh  to  fee  the  good  people 
of  Great-Britain  prefs  forward  in  the  promotion  of  the 
fame  important  objedf,  convinced  that  the  united  efforts 
of  the  filler  nations  mult  prove  irrcfiftible. 

I am,  with  the  utmoft  refpedf, 

fir,  your  inoft  obedient  humble  fervant, 
W».  S HARMAN. 


Dr.  Jebb, 
Parliament-ftreet. 
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tlons,  which  have  been  as  exemplary  as  the 
objed:  is  important.  A more  important  ob- 
jed,  indeed,  never  agitated  the  human  mind! 
It  involves  in  it  the  caufe  of  public  virtue, 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty;  and  bids  fair 
to  fee ure  whatever  can  be  valuable  in  the 
fight  of  nations,  or  of  individuals,  to  your- 
felves  and  your  poderity  for  ever. 

I efteemed  myfelf  highly  honoured  by  the 
letter,  which  I received  by  order  of  your 
refpedable  committee,  in  lad.  Augud.  I 
efteem  myfelf  much  more  fo  by  your  fa- 
vourable acceptance  of  my  communications; 
of  which  I can  fay,  with  truth,  that  they 
proceeded  from  a heart  friendly  to  the  in- 
tereds  of  Ireland,  and  devoted  to  your 
caufe. 

I have  no  doubt,  but  that  many  indivi- 
duals in  your  late  convention  gave  up  their 
own  private  opinions,  from  the  bed:  motives, 
in  deference  to  what  they  judged  mod:  likely 
to  prove  the  prevailing  opinions  of  the  coun- 
try. You  have  had  many  difficulties  to 
druggie  with ; you  have  afted  a mod  glo- 
rious part ; may  that  good  providence,  which 

hath 
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hath  hitherto  favoured  your  exertions,  con- 
tinue to  diredt  them,  until  you  lhall  have 
accomplished  your  honourable  purpofe  ; un- 
til you  Shall  have  gratified  the  laudable  de- 
fire of  conveying  the  ineftimable  bleffings, 
attendant  upon  a well-conftrudled  form  of 
civil  government,  to  remoteft  generations  ! 

I rejoice  in  the  firm  and  manly  declarations 
of  the  counties,  &c.  in  fupport  of  the  refo- 
lutions  of  Dungannon;  they  will,  doubtlefs, 
add  force  irrefiftible  to  thofe  refolves.  Over 
external  influence  you  have  already  triumph- 
ed ; and  what  internal  power  can  oppofe  it- 
felf  to  the  general  voice  of  a people  deter- 
mined to  be  free  ? 

In  this  interval,  between  the  prefent  mo- 
ment and  the  general  convention,  while 
many  queftions  lie  before  the  public  in  a 
hate  of  indecifion,  I cannot  reftrain  myfelf 
from  offering  my  fentiments  upon  certain 
points,  which  were  more  flightly  touched 
upon  in  my  former  letters,  than  their  im- 
portance required.  If  the  opinions,  to  which 
I have  been  fo  long  partial,  be  unfounded, 
they  will  be  juftJy  difregarded : if  they  be 

agreeable 
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agreeable  to  right  reafon,  the  ciifcufiion  of 
them  cannot  be  unfeafonable,  and  may  pof- 
fibly  anfwer  fome  good  purpofe. 

Whether  the  lpecific  mode  of  a parlia- 
mentary reform,  which  it  may  appear  rea- 
fonable  for  public  wifdom  to  adopt,  origi- 
nate with  the  people,  or  their  prefent  repre- 
fentatives,  is  not  a queftion  merely  fpecu- 
lative ; upon  its  juft  folution,  in  my  idea, 
is  founded  every  rational  expectation  of  fuc- 
cefs. 

Common  fenfe  inftruCts  us,  and  the  ex- 
perience of  human  life  confirms  its  dictates, 
that,  in  ordinary  occurrences,  the  party  im- 
mediately aggrieved  is  beft  qualified  to  ftate 
the  injuries  it  fuffers,  and  to  explain  the 
nature  of  the  required  redrefs.  It  is  alfo  of 
confequence,  in  the  prefent  argument,  to 
reflect,  that  the  queftion,  refpeCting  a re- 
form of  the  houfe  of  commons,  is  not 
merely  a queftion  of  expedience,  but  of 
right. 

It  is  the  very  eftence  of  a commons’. houfe 
of  parliament,  that  it  faithfully  exprefs  the 

voice  of  the  commons.  In  confequence  ot 

the 
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the  prefent  imperfedt  conftitution  of  that 
houfe,  the  diredt  contrary  is  the  fadt.  It 
does  not  exprefs  the  voice  of  the  commons; 
and  it  does  exprefs,  either  jointly  or  alter- 
nately, the  voice  of  the  ariflocracy,  and  the 
inclinations  of  the  crown. 

The  reafon  of  fuch  deviation  from  its  pri- 
mary function,  is  as  obvious  as  the  fadf. 
The  commons’  houfe  of  parliament  is  not 
elected  by  the  commons.  A fmall  portion 
of  the  commons,  under  the  mod:  evident  in- 
fluence, is  its  prefent  conftituent ; and  even 
this  fmall  portion  exercifes  its  eledtive  fran- 
chife  only  once  in  eight  years. 

In  thefe  circumflances,  the  mode  of  re- 
drefs  is  plain  and  fimple.  The  prefent  de- 
legation ceafing  to  anfwer  its  evident  inten- 
tion ; the  effential  rights  of  the  third  eftate 
being  fubtradled  ; * with  the  parties  imme- 
diately concerned  and  injured,  it  lies  to 

concert 

* It  may  not  be  improper,  upon  this  occafion,  alfo  to 
obferve,  that  the  power  afiumcd  by  the  commons’  houfe, 
of  imprifoning  the  fubjcft  upon  pretence  of  breach  of 
privilege  ; the  denial  of  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  to  pcrfons  thus  imprifoned  ; the  claim  of  decid- 
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concert  the  requifite  meafures  for  their  re- 
flitution. 

It  appears  equally  clear,  that  the  proper 
mode  of  giving  efficacy  to  their  wiffies  and 
refolutions  is,  the  with-holding  of  the  fup- 
plies. 

If  the  denial  of  right  to  every  male  inha- 
bitant, not  difqualified  by  mental  imbecility 
or  criminal  conduct,  be  the  injury,  the  re- 
ftoration  of  the  right  of  univerfal  fuffrage  is 
the  remedy.  If  the  deviation  from  the  an- 
cient ufage  to  the  o&ennial  exercife  of  the 
elective  franchife  be  both  impolitic  and  in- 
jurious, the  recovery  of  the  right  of  annual 
election s is  the  only  fatisfadory  redrefs.  If 
the  queflion  being  fairly  propofed,  the  com- 
mons of  Ireland  ffiall  acquiefce  for  the  pre- 
fent  in  the  recovery  of  lefs  than  their  un- 
doubted right,  with  refped  to  univerfal 
fuffrage,  themfelves  and  their  poflerity  are 

the 

ing  upon  the  merits  of  contefled  ele&ions  ; the  arbitrary 
exclufion  of  their  conftituents  from  the  place  of  their 
aflembly,  are  equally  unconflitutional  and  illegal.  They 
only  form  a fmall  portion  of  thofe  ufurpations,  which  fo 
loudly  call  for  the  exertion  of  the  vihtatorial  authority 
of  the  people.  , 
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the  parties  immediately  interefled ; and, 
therefore,  the  collective  body  of  the  com- 
mons in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  former  in- 
ftances,  can  alone  give  the  proper  fanCtion 
to  the  reform. 

I am,  therefore,  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
it  is  the  intereft,  the  right,  and  the  duty  of 
the  commons,  by  themfelves,  or  their  dele- 
gates, exprefsly  appointed  for  the  purpofe, 
to  flate  the  injury,  and  to  exhibit  a fpecific 
plan  for  its  redrefs. 

The  prefent  houfe  of  commons,  by  the 
nature  of  its  conftitution,  has  not  the  power, 
and,  I am  fatisfied,  the  majority  has  not  the 
will. 

Provided,  however,  thefe  points  are  tho- 
roughly underftood,  and  are  fufficiently  de- 
clared ; provided  alfo  a fpecific  plan  be 
formed  by  the  enfuing  convention,  published 
and  avowed  by  the  counties,  &c.  as  the 
rightful  demand  of  the  people,  and  its  pro- 
per fanCtion  be  acknowledged  to  confift  in 
their  confent,  its  paffage  through  the  pre- 
fent houfe  may  not  be  liable  to  any  material 
objection.  But  this  is  far  from  being  necef- 

fary, 
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fary,  as  I have  el fe where  endeavoured  to 
demon  ft  rate.'* 

It  was  the  charge  of  fir  Geo.Savile  againft 
an  englifh  houfe  of  commons ; a charge  avowed 
in  its  prefence,  with  that  manly  fpirit  which 
has  ever  diftinguiftied  his  conduct,  “ that  it 
had  betrayed  its  conftituents.’'  From  what 
evidences,  hitherto  afforded  to  the  public, 
are  we  authorized  to  conclude,  that  their 
fucceffors  are  adtuated  by  more  honourable 
motives  ? Can  it  for  a moment  be  fuppofed 
poffible,  that  the  prefent  houfe  of  commons, 
in  either  kingdom,  will  ferioufiy  promote 
the  wifhes  of  the  people  ? The  intereft,  to 
which  the  majority  of  the  members  owe 
their  eledtion  ; the  influence  to  which  they 
are  fubjedt,  will  ever  be  apparent  in  their 
condudt.  Hence,  at  once,  are  evident  the 
neceffity  of  a reform  in  the  reprefentation  of 
the  people,  and  the  propriety  of  the  prefent 
movements,  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  fuch 
reform  into  effedt.  A delegation,  like  that 
appointed  to  meet  upon  the  tenth  of  next 
month,  will,  I have  no  doubt,  be  faithful 
to  its  truft.  I am  happy  in  being  able  to 
add,  that  it  will  read  its  line  of  duty,  and 

trace 
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trace  the  path  of  real  glory  in  the  fil'd,  the 
fecond,  the  ninth,  and  fifteenth  refoluLon 

of  the  Ulfter  volunteers. 

At  the  enfuing  convention  it  will  alio,  ill 
all  probability,  be  debated,  how  far  it  may 
be  expedient  to  reftore  the  rights  of  citizen- 
fiiip  to  your  roman  catholic  brethren. 

The  pofition,  that  a difference  of  opinion, 
upon  matters  merely  religious,  ought  not  to 
be  pleaded  as  a reafon  for  the  fubtradion  of 
natural  or  civil  rights,  has  always  appeared 
to  me  decifively  juft.  I have  long  been  per- 

fuaded,  that  the  two  general  pradice  of  con- 

* 

fining  the  enjoyment  of  civil  privileges, 
within  the  pale  of  a particular  communion, 
is  equally  intolerant  and  unwife  ; and  have 
conftantly  contended,  that  every  perfon  in 
the  community,  who  preferves  inviolate  that 
common  bond  of  allegiance,  which  is  the 
evidence  of  the  union  of  its  members,  ought 
to  be  fupported  in  the  undifturbed  poffefiion 
of  his  right  of  riling  to  the  attainment  of 
every  honour  and  emolument,  to  which  his 
honeft  industry,  the  favour  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  or  royal  inclination  can  exalt  him. 
The  fixteenth  propofition  of  the  Dungannon 
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refolves,  is  a fufficient  evidence  of  the  liber- 
ality of  your  fentiments  upon  this  fubjedt. 
Your  condudt  will  do  you  honour  in  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe,  and  may,  by  the  bleffing  of 
heaven,  independently  of  other  advantages, 
produce  the  moll  important  confequences  to 
the  caufe  of  religious  liberty  and  true  pro- 
teftantifm,  in  every  part  of  Chriftendom. 

Local  circumftances,  it  has  been  urged, 
may,  with  propriety,  be  pleaded  againft 
compliance  with  a principle  and  line  of  con- 
dud:,  which,  without  fuch  circumftances, 
would  be  undeniably  juft. 

We  are  too  apt  to  reafon  from  the  feelings 
and  prejudices  of  former  ages.  Let  us  rea- 
fon rather  from  fadts,  which  the  prefent  ex- 
hibits to  our  view.  Let  us  attend  to  the 
conftitutions  of  the  american  ftates,  par- 
ticularly to  that  of  Maryland.  In  that  ftate, 
protedants  and  papifts  live  together,  under 
the  protection  of  equal  laws,  in  perfedt peace. 
No  incapacities  or  difqualifications,  on  ac- 
count of  religion,  are  obferved  in  their  code. 
The  exertions  of  the  human  intelledt  are 
there  unfettered  by  thofe  iniquitous  re- 
ftraints,  which  difhonour  european  climes  : 

every 
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every  man,  therefore,  lives  in  charity  with 
his  neighbour,  and  the  rage  of  profelytifm 
is  unknown. 

Are  then  the  hearts  of  roman  catholics 
in  your  country  fo  obdurate,  that  they  are 
incapable  of  being  foftened  by  mild  and 
generous  treatment  ? And  is  it  in  Ireland 
alone,  that  ads  of  juftice  and  philanthropy 
will  fail  in  producing  their  cuftomary  ef- 
fects ? 

Nor  is  the  meafure  I am  partial  to  folely 
recommended  by  conliderations  of  humanity 
and  common  right.  It  is  agreeable  alfo 
to  the  founded  policy,  which  ever  didates 
to  us,  that  the  whole  power  of  a community 
(hould,  without  any  undue  partiality,  be 
employed  in  promoting  its  agriculture,  its 
manufadures,  and  its  commerce,  on  which 
immediately  depend  the  true  glory  and 
real  ftrength  of  a country,  the  happinefs  of 
its  citizens,  and  the  (lability  of  its  govern- 
ment. Many  in  adminiftration  envy  you 
the  enjoyment  of  your  prefent  privileges. 
Thefe  will  unqueftionably  avail  themfelves 
of  any  ill  humours,  which  may  be  confe- 
quent  upon  a refufal  of  the  roman  catholic 
- IIv  N n claims  $ 
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claims ; they  will  foment  the  rifing  differ- 
ences between  you,  and  eagerly  feize  the  op- 
portunities which  circumflances  may  afford 
them,  of  recovering  every  advantage  you 
have  gained.  Your  kingdom,  united  within 
itfelf,  will  be  able  to  withstand  the  utmoft 
efforts  of  its  enemies ; but  if  difunion  fhould 
take  place,  you  will  fall  an  eafy  prey  to  the 
defpotifm  of  men,  who  upon  fo  many  occa- 
fions  have  mariifefted  themfelves  the  declared 
enemies  of  the  common  rights  of  mankind. 
The  mild  and  gentle  fpirit  of  our  religion 
teaches  us  to  enter  into  the  forrows  of  our 
neighbour,  to  make  his  fufferings  our  own. 
How  grievous  muft  it  appear  to  the  feelings 
of  fo  many  of  your  brethren,  differenced 
from  you  only  in  their  religious  perfuafions, 
that,  however  your  common  country  may 
increafe  in  affluence  and  fplendor,  they  are 
precluded  from  bearing  a part  in  the  general 
joy ! fettered  by  reflridlions,  only  to  be 
vindicated  in  times  of  avowed  hodility,  and 
condemned  with  their  innocent  posterity  in 
a land  of  freedom  to  live  the  life  of  flaves ! 

The  queflion  is  brought  to  this  fhort  iffue: 
by  engaging  fo  large  a portion  of  your  fellow- 
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citizens  in  your  caufe,  you  will  gain  a parlia- 
ment above  the  power  of  corruption ; your 
country  will  be  united  j your  emancipation 
will  be  permanent  and  complete.  By  deny- 
ing them  a (bare  of  thofe  advantages  which 
you  claim  for  yourfelves,  you.  will  impair 
your  own  title  to  the  bleffings  of  liberty, 
and  muft  expert  to  live,  for  generations,  in 
little  lefs  than  a hate  of  adtual  hoftility  with 
the  majority  of  your  countrymen. 

The  denial  of  equitable  claims  is  ever  full 
of  difficulty  and  danger  : the  paths  of  juftice 
and  humanity  are  paths  of  pleafantnefs ; are 
paths  of  peace. 

When  under  the  influence  of  mild  and 
equal  laws,  human  induftry  ffiall  be  generally 
excited  and  encouraged,  and  that  monfler 
intolerance,  the  bane  of  human  happinefs, 
ffiall  be  baniffied  from  the  hate,  is  it  not 
reafonable  to  conclude,  that  religious  preju- 
dices alfo  will  give  way,  and  truth  extend 
her  falutary  empire  over  the  minds  of  men, 
in  proportion  as  the  light  of  fcieiice,  the  con- 
stant concomitant  of  an  enlarged  intercourse 
with  our  fpecies,  ffiall  prevail  ? 

The  politicians  of  the  day  fail  in  execut- 
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ing  their  bad  purpofes,  through  falfe  concep- 
tions of  the  human  character  : our  govern- 
ment reafoned  as  inconclufively,  as  it  adfed 
iniquitoufly,  in  the  american  controverfy ; 
the  event  is  too  well  known.  Whereas  a 
compliance  with  the  obvious  rules  ofjufiice, 
by  allowing  free  fcope  to  the  virtuous  ener- 
gies of  the  mind,  enables  us  to  overcome 
obflacles  apparently  unfurmountable,  and 
leads  to  happinefs  and  peace. 

It  may  further  be  urged,  that  the  roman 
catholic  laity  no  longer  acknowledge  that 
the  fovereign  pontiff  hath  authority  to  dif- 
penfe  with  the  folemn  obligation  of  an  oath. 
They,  I doubt  not,  would  afford  you  the 
moft  unequivocal  evidences  of  attachment 
to  your  government ; and,  if  generoiifly 
dealt  with,  would  feel  themfelves  too  much 
interefled  in  the  general  peace  and  profperity 
to  wifh,  that  the  times  of  diforder  and  con- 
fufion  may  return.  Might  it  not  be  propofed, 
as  a condition  of  your  indulgence,  that  they 
fhould  alien t to  a folemn  renunciation  of 
thofe  claims,  which  may  at  prefent  alarm 
you  ? to  a declaration  that  every  fpecies  of 
perfecution  for  religion  is  antichriftian  and 

unlawful  ? 
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unlawful  ? to  an  oath  of  allegiance,  which 
would  not  interfere  with  the  right  of  con- 
fcience,  and  yet  afford  a fufficient  fecurity 
to  yourfelves  ? A conference  of  a few  days, 
perhaps  of  a few  hours,  with  the  leading 
people  of  the  roman  catholic  perfuafion  would 
probably  terminate  a difference,  which  has 
fubfifled  for  generations,  and  to  which,  if 
the  maxims  of  pad  ages  be  adhered  to,  hu- 
man fagacity  can  fee  no  end  ; at  lead,  no 
end  that  can  be  contemplated  with  pleafure. 

I will  conclude  a letter,  which,  I fear,  has 
been  too  long,  with  a recapitulation  of  the 
principal  circumdances  of  the  cafe. 

A reform  .in  the  conditution  of  your  com- 
mons’ houfe  of  parliament  is  indifpenfably 
neceffary  to  your  fecurity,  and  to  your  happi- 
nefs.  You  are  difpofed  to  purfue  this  objedt 
with  that  fpirit  and  perfeverance,  which  can 
alone,  under  providence,  produce  fuccefs. 
The  mod  effe&ive  part  of  the  englifh  govern- 
ment ; all  the  enemies  of  parliamentary  re- 
form in  the  three  kingdoms ; the  admini- 
dration  of  Ireland ; the  aridocracy  of  Ireland 
the  hierarchy  in  both  countries,  are  mod 
affuredly  adverfe  to  your  claims.  During 
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the  progrefs  of  this  bufinefs,  a queftion  arifes 
whether  you  fhould  not,  from  principles 
of  equity  and  found  policy,  at  the  fame  time 
that  you  eftablifh  your  own  liberties,  be  at- 
tentive to  the  degraded  and  fuffering  fituation 
of  your  roman  catholic  brethren  ? I can  only 
offer  the  opinion  of  an  individual.  Others, 
equally  well-difpofed  to  your  caufe,  in  abi- 
lities far  fuperior,  may  be  perfuaded  of  the 
propriety  of  a different  courfe  of  conduit. 
It  is  my  decided  idea,  that  the  full  eftablifh- 
men-tof  equal  liberty  : the  conceflion  of  the 
rights  of  citizenfhip  to  men  of  every  religi- 
ous perfuafion ; and  an  independent  parlia- 
ment ; a parliament,  which  expreffes  the 
real  fenfe  of  the  people,  can  alone  render 
you  triumphant  over  the  interefted  oppofi- 
tion  and  reftlefs  machinations  of  the  former 
parties  ; the  latter  wait  only  for  a fingle  adb 
of  kindnefs  to  become  your  friends  for  ever.*' 

It 

* By  the  late  accounts  tranfmitted  from  Ireland,  it 
appears,  that  adminiftration  has  been  active,  and,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  idea,  very  Tuccefsful,  in  their 
efforts  to  obftruet  that  parliamentary  reform,  which 
various  circumftances  now  evince  to  be  effentially  ne- 
peffary  to  the  political  falvation  of  that  country. 

Whether 
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It  is  with  pleafure  X acquaint  you,  that 
the  friends  to  a parliamentary  reform  in  this 
N n 4 country 

Whether  the  violent  meafure,  recently  adopted  by  the 
irifh  parliament,  originated  with  the  fecretary  of  the 
home-department,,  lordNorth)  or  the  houfe  of  Cavendifh, 
is  a matter  of  little  importance  to  the  public.  Both  par- 
ties atft  in  ftridteft  concert  with  each  other,  and  now  muft 
be  conlidered  as  jointly  endeavouring  to  deprefs  that  fpirit 
of  freedom,  which  the  defpotic  principles  of  the  one, 
and  the  ariftocratic  prejudices  of  the  other,  equally  lead 
them  to  deteft.  I will,  however,  venture  to  predict,  that 
difappointment  and  difgrace  will,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
attend  their  counfels.  The  ill-judged  oppofition  of  the 
adminiftration  and  parliament  of  Ireland,  to  the  voice  of 
the  collective  body  of  the  people,  in  a caufe  peculiarly 
their  own,  will,  in  all  human  probability,  render  the 
triumph  of  the  friends  of  freedom  more  complete,  and 
this,  perhaps,  at  no  very  diftant  period.  The  fire  of 
genuine  patriotifm  is  not  thus  to  be  extinguifhed. 

cc  Prefumptuous  man  ! think’ft  thou  yon  envious  cloud. 
Rais’d  by  thy  breath,  has  quench’d  the  orb  of  day  ? 
To-morrow  he  repairs  the  golden  flood. 

And  warms  the  nations  with  redoubled  ray.” 

Gray. 

The  lofs  of  public  confidence,  an  evil  more  alarming 
than  the  lofs  of  public  credit,  now  fo  juftly  apprehended, 
renders  it  more  neceflary  than  ever  for  the  people  to 
unite  ; I will  add,  to  aflbeiate,  in  fupport  of  the  only 
meafure,  which,  under  providence,  can  preferve  the 
expiring  liberties  of  England.  I muft  confefs,  that, 
with  others,  I long  indulged  the  fond  perfuafion,  that 

the 
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country  feem  to  receive  new  courage  in  con- 
ference of  your  exertions  ; and,  agreeably 
; to 

the  fpirlt  and  abilities  of  Mr.  Fox  would  ftrenuoufly, 
and  at  length  fuccefsfully,  have  been  exerted  in  reftoring 
the  mutilated  conftitution  of  his  country.  During  the 
period  of  our  intercourfe,  it  was  my  conftant  effort  to 
imprefs  his  mind  with  the  perfuafion,  that  by  employing 
his  fplendid  talents  in  the  fupport  of  conftitutional  li- 
berty, and  the  caufe  of  the  people,  he  would  attain  the 
utmoft  height  of  power,  to  which  an  honeft  ambition 
could  afpire,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  live  honoured  and 
revered  by  every  friend  to  the  intereffs  of  his  country 
and  mankind.  His  exemplary  attachment  to  the  caufe 
of  fuffering  humanity,  in  the  american  queftion,  ftrongly 
induced  me  to  believe,  that  his  heart  was  upright,  that 
his  profeffions  were  fincere.  It  was,  therefore,  with 
feelings  mod  diftreffing,  that  I received  the  intelligence 
of  his  union  with  a party,  hoftile  to  America,  to  Ire- 
land, to  the  real  interefts  of  Britain,  to  the  facred  caufe  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  to  the  human  fpecies,  I re- 
monftrated  againft  fo  difgraceful  and  portentous  a coali- 
tion, with  all  the  warmth  and  earneftnefs  of  friendfhip  ; 
but,  I remonftrated  in  vain.  When  I recalled  to  my 
mind  his  former  exertions  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  ; when 
I recollected  with  what  refiftlefs  energy  he  had  employed 
every  captivating  power  of  his  unrivalled  eloquence  in 
her  fupport,  the  dark  tranfaction  feemed  illufion,  the 
work  of  fancy,  or  the  operation  of  that  malignant  prin- 
ciple, that  reprefcnts  as  real  the  defection  from  virtue, 
which  it  wilhes  may  be  fact.  Alas  ! it  was  my  lot  to 
lament  over  him,  as  fallen  from  the  faireft  pinnacle  ot 
human  glory,  while  others  furrounded  him  with  congra- 
tulations upon  his  elevation  to  the  height  of  power  ! 

The 
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to  your  own  animating  expreffion,  ec  fee,  in 
your  fuccefs,  the  certain  harbinger  of  their 

own.” 

I remain,  with  cordial  good  wifhes  to 
yourfelf  and  your  refpedtable  committee, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

JOHN  JEBB. 

Parliamcnt-ftreet, 

Oft.  25,  1783. 

The  recolleftion  of  that  attachment,  by  which  our 
hearts  were  once  united,  might  difpofe  me  to  rejoice, 
were  fome  future  day  to  exhibit  him  again  awake  to  the 
facred  call  of  freedom  and  of  public  virtue;  but  confi- 
dence hath  fled,  I fear,  never  to  return. 

At  prefent,  with  aftonifhment,  mingled  with  themoft 
fenfible  regret,  I behold  him  the  afl'ociate  and  the  advo- 
cate of  men,  in  principle  and  praftice  mod  defpotic  ; 
the  advifer  of  meafures  equally  impolitic  and  unjuft;  I 
will  add,  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  mankind  : 
mqpfures,  which  at  once  ftiake  all  the  fecurities  of  pro- 
perty to  their  foundation,  and  create  an  acceftion  of 
influence  to  the  minifter,  which  threatens  to  render  him 
triumphant  over  every  fpecies  of  conftitutional  control. 

Is  it  poflible,  I would  afk  him,  once  more  appealing 
to  the  unbiafled  fentiments  of  his  heart,  that,  with  an 
underftanding  fo  exalted,  he  can  prefer  the  charafter 
and  fame  of  Richlieu,  the  arbitrary  minifter  of  the  thir- 
teenth Lewis,  the  fubverter  of  the  remaining  liberties  of 
France  ; to  the  lplendid  glory,  that  in  every  future  age 
will  encircle  the  brow  of  the  immortal  Sully,  the  friend 
of  Henry,  the  friend  of  man  ? 

Dec.  6,  1783. 
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I t is  much  to  be  lamented,  but  it  is  un- 
deniably true,  that  whenever  bufmefs  is  per- 
mitted to  be  tranfaded  without  a control- 
ing  power  and  frequent  infpedion,  the  per- 
fons  to  whom  fuch  bufinefs  is  committed 
too  generally  negled  or  abufe  their  trull. 
Places  of  confinement,  on  many  accounts, 
are  unpleating  objects  : and  the  miferable 
portion  of  mankind  who  are  configned  to 
thofe  dreary  maniions  too  frequently  feel, 
in  the  tyranny  of  their  keepers,  and  other 
feverities,  the  effedt  of  that  difregard  of  their 
fellow-citizens  which  is  the  general  con- 
comitant of  exclufion  from  the  bufy  feenes 
of  life.  Whatever,  therefore,  removes  the 
general  relu dance  to  infpedl  thefe  doleful 
abodes  of  dill  refs,*  may  poffibly  tend  to  di- 
minifh  the  horrors  of  their  hate.  j 

See  Mr.  Howard’s  remarks  on  the  urgent  occafion 
for  appointing  an  infpedtor  (honorary  and  without  fa- 

lary) 
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It  is  the  fecret, . but  indelible  perfuafion, 
that  lofty  walls  and  iron  doors,  and  grated 
windows,  enclofe  difeafe,  as  well  as  mifery 
of  other  kinds,  which  prevents  the  exer- 
tions of  the  compalhonate  from  being  em- 
ployed in  leflening  the  calamities  of  confine- 
ment. Whatever  regulations,  therefore,  fhall 
fubjedt  places  of  confinement  to  the  falutary 
and  cheering  influence  of  the  winds  and  light 
of  heaven,  may  at  once  relieve  the  fufferers 
from  the  languor  of  ficknefs,  and  from  the 
tyranny  too  often  exercifed  by  the  inexorable 
minifters  of  public  juftice.  I mean  that 
kind  of  tyranny  founded  upon  negledt  and 
the  denial  of  the  common  neceflaries  of  hu- 
man nature,  which  the  excellent  Mr.  Ho- 
ward has  fo  ftrikingly  unfolded  in  his  im- 
mortal work ; a work,  at  once  the  ftrongeft 
exhibition  of  philanthropy  fince  the  foun- 
dation of  our  religion,  and  the  fevered  fatire 
on  the  fpecies. 

As  a balls  for  my  fubfequent  reflections,  I 
propofe  the  two  following  queries,  fuggefied 

principally 

lary)  to  every  prifon  ; either  delegated  from  the  magii- 
tracy,  in  rotation,  or  otherwife,  or  conftituted  by  par- 
liament.— See  <e  State  of  the  prifons  in  England  and 
Wales,  with  preliminary  obfervations,  and  an  account 
of  fome  foreign  prifons  and  hofpitals.”  the  3d  edit.  p.  36* 
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principally  by  obfervations  in  the  line  of  my 
profeffion. 

I.  Is  it  not  abfolutely  neceffary,  in  order 
fully  to  remove  the  bad  effeds  of  that  hag- 
nation  of  air  and  accumulation  of  putrid 
effluvia  from  living  bodies,  to  which  the  un- 
healthy hate  of  our  prifons  is  chiehy  to  be 
imputed,  that  the  place  of  confinement  fhould 
be  ventilated  frequently,  by  currents  of  frehi 
air  moving  freely  in  an  horizontal  direction, 
in  fuch  a manner  as  intirely  to  change  that 
part  of  the  atmofphere  which*  is  incumbent 
over  the  furface  of  habitation  ? 

II.  Is  it  poffible  that  this  can  be  effeded, 
be  the  interior  arrangements  what  they  may, 
while  the  place  of  confinement  is  enclofed 
within  four  walls  rifing  high  above  the  level 
of  the  inhabited  furface  ? 

On  the  contrary ; will  not  infedion,  once 
received,  continue,  under  fuch  circum- 
hances,  to  exert  its  deleterious  powers,  with 
various  degrees  of  malignity,  for  a great 
length  of  time  ; in  defiance  of  every  precau- 
tion that  human  fagacity  can  fugged;  ? 

The  fituation  of  prifons,  at  a difiance 
from  other  buildings,  with  the  conveniences 
attendant  upon  an  elevated  ground,  and  a 
running  fiream  of  water,  would  certainly 

be 
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be  preferable  to  theprefent  prafticeof  erefl- 
ing  them  in  the  clofeft  part  of  towns.  But 
thefe  improvements,  I conceive,  will  be  of 
little  avail,  without  the  aid  of  the  follow- 
ing, which  I efleem  as  a regulation  efien- 
tially  neceflary  to  the  removal  of  thofe  in- 
conveniences, which  are  fo  feverely  felt,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  by  the  unhappy  fufferers 
under  confinement,  and,  eventually,  by  the 
community  at  large. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  in  preference  to  the 
method  hitherto  obferved  for  the  purpofe  of 
fecurity,  a dry  moat,  with  {helving  fides, 
covered  with  grafs,  fhould,  like  a line  of 
circumvallation,  furround,  at  a proper  dif- 
tance,  the  place  of  confinement.  And  that 
a wall  (equal,  perhaps,  in  height  to  thofe 
which  at  prefent  furround  the  King’s -bench 
prifon,*  ) £hould  rife  from  the  bottom  of 
this  moat.  The  top  of  this  wall  fhould  be 
level  with  the  furface  of  the  foil.  Thus 

* Mr.  Howard  fays  of  the  King’s-bench — “ This 
fpacious  prifon  is  enclofed  with  a ftrong  wall  about 
thirty  feet  high,  with  chevaux  de  frize,”  p.  244. — 
If  walls  are  in  any  degree  conflderably  elevated 
above  the  furface,  it  is  neceflary,  fo  far  as  may  be,  to 
obviate  this  difadvantage  to  ventilation  in  fome  mcafure; 
as  by  other  means,  fo  by  the  chevaux  de  frize  being 
five  or  fix  feet  high  : a method  recommended  by  Mr. 
Blackburn  of  Southwark. 
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Thus  would  the  fecurity  at  prfcfent  aimed 
at  by  the  high  walls,  be  hill  enjoyed,  with- 
out their  numerous  inconveniences,  and  an 
unobftrudted  current  of  air  would  continually 

i i 

ventilate  every  feparate  building. 

Thefe  buildings  fhould  confifi:  only  of  ' 
two  dories,  formed  upon  arcades,  agreeably 
to  Mr.  Howard’s  idea:  and  contain,  I ap- 
prehend, not  more  than  fix  or  eight  apart- 
ments. It  would  be  alfo  proper  that  thefe  a- 
partments,and  their  appendages,  fhould  vary 
in  fpacioufnefs  and  other  circumhances,  as 
exigency  and  the  public  wifdom  (hall  diredh 

Security,  which,  without  a doubt,  is  the 
e hernial  point  to  be  confulted  in  places  of 
confinement*  may  be  effected  by  the  hrength 
and  peculiar  conhru&ion  of  the  building ; 
by  attention  to  internal  polity ; or  by  the 
combined  aid  of  both. 

It  appears  to  me,  that  too  great  a reliance 
has  hither  to  been  placed  upon  the  conhruc- 
tion  of  prifons ; too  little  upon  a well-re- 
gulated ceconomy : and  that  the  latter  is 
frequently  impeded,  by  the  meafures  which 
are  adopted  to  pdrfecft  the  former. 

inhead  of  buildings  formed  of  maffy  hone, 
wuh  various  mechanical  expedients  to  guard 

^ 0 againh 
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againft  efcape,  fecurity  may,  perhaps,  be 
more  effentially  promoted  by  detached  build- 
ings, lefs  coftly  ; fubftantial,  formed  of  brick; 
and  into  whofe  recedes  the  eye  of  vigilance 
can  penetrate  with  greater  eafe. 

Stone  ft  air- cafes,  feparate  apartments,  and 
fuch  expedients  as  may  prevent  improper 
communication  between  the  prifoners,  with- 
out encumbering  the  ftru&ure,  are  certainly 
neceffary.  But  the  main  improvement  to  be 
expected  in  the  date  of  prifons,  feems  to  me 
to  confift  in  a judicious  mode  of  conducting 
their  internal  polity.  Lights  properly  dif- 
perfed  over  the  whole  enclofcd  diftriff ; a 
regular  patrol  by  day  and  night ; permifticn 
to  the  prifoners  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the 
air,  by  rotation,  at  certain  hours  ; concerted 
fignals  of  alarm,  would,  in  all  probability, 
afford  more  real  fecurity,  with  lefs  expenfe, 
and  lefs  injury  to  the  feelings  of  humanity, 
than  can  be  effected  in  buildings  of  the  pre- 
fen t conftrudtion,  wherein  the  very  provi- 
fions  adopted  to  prevent  riot,  infurreCtion, 
or  efcape,  materially  obftruCt  the  free  com- 
munication and  united  exertions  ol  the  peo- 
ple who  are  appointed  to  guard  againft  them. 

Let 


( S6  3 ) 

Let  us  imitate  nature.  She  effects  her  pur- 
pofes  by  the  fimpleft  means.  * 

The  prefen t great  ohftruCtion  to  the  vifi- 
tation  of  gaols,  viz.  the  appreheniion  of 

unhealthinefs,  and  the  expectation  of  the 

% 

eye  and  ear  being  faluted,  on  entrance,  with 
bars,  and  bolts,  and  chains ; and  the  gloom 
infeparable  from  lofty  walls,  and  the  form  ( 
and  folid  ftruCture  of  fubterraneous  man- 
lions,  being  thus  effectually  removed,  the 
next  procefs  will  be,  to  hint  a plan  for  the 
regulation  of  their  internal  polity,  and  for  * 
fecuring  the  obfervance  of  fuch  rules  as  ex- 
pedience fhall  fugged:. 

O o 2 With 

* Mr.  Howard  fays  of  the  prifons  at  Paris,  “ The 
difcipline  obferved  is  fo  exa£t,  that  at  the  fire  in  the 
Cor.ciergerie,  the  numerous  prifoners  (as  I was  inform- 
ed) were  removed- without  any  confufion,  or  a fingle 
efcape,”  p.  168,  &c.  “ None  of  the  prifoners  in  the 
courts  were  in  irons.,  And  yet,  in  fome  of  the  prifons, 
there  were  more  criminals  than  in  any  of  our  London 
gaols.  My  reader,  perhaps,  will  prefently  fee  reafon  to 
conclude,  that  the  manner  in  which  prifons  are  conduct- 
ed, makes  the  confinement  more  tolerable,  and  chains 
lefs  needful.  Indeed,  it  was  evident,  from  the  very  ap- 
pearance of  the  prifoners  in  fome  of  the  gaols,  that  hu- 
mane attention  was  paid  to  them.”  p.  166.  In  a like 
fenfe,  the  excellent  Eeccaria,  “ Ogni  atto  di  autorita 
di  uorao  a uomo  che  non  derivi  dal’  affoluta  neceffita  e 
tirannico.”  Dei  dclitti  e delle  pene. 
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With  refpeft  to  fpeciflc  regulations  of  in- 
ternal polity,  I do  not  prefume  to  give  a 
formal  opinion  : being  confcious  that  much 
'mu ft  depend  upon  experiment,  and  that  my 
habits  of  life  do  not  enable  me  to  point  out 
the  form  that  would  be  mod  expedient. 
Perhaps  the  regulations  obferved  in  garrifons 
and  camps,  wherein  good  order,  and  a ftate 
of  conftant  vigilance  are  fo  very  eflehtial, 
may  fuggeft  to  the  civil  power  a form  of 
polity,  heady  in  its  operation,  eafv  in  its 
execution,  and  yet  effectual  to  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  fecurity.  But  the  utmoft  care 
fhoul.d  be  taken,  that  the  reftraint  of  liberty, 
even  in  the  cafe  of  the  moft  atrocious  crimes, 
fhould  be  as  mild  as  the  circumftances  will 
admit : that  the  eftablifhment  of  the  proper- 
rules  and  orders,  and  the  mode  of  carrying 
them  into  execution,  fhould  be  intirely  un- 
der the  control  of  the  magiftrates  and  gen- 
tlemen of  the  di drift  5 that  in  no  particular, 
or  poffible  cir-cumftance,  they  ftiould  be  liable 
to  the  interference  of  the  eftabliflhed  army  : 
and  with  every  proper  caution  guarded 
againft  the  tyranny  or  over-bearing  influence 
of  any  man,  or  fet  of  men,  who  hold  their 

appointment  from  the  crown.  Better,  far 

better 
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better,  that  all  the  prefen t evils  and  difor- 
dew,  however  grievous,  ihould  continue, 
than  that,  under  Ipecious  pretences,  liberty, 
the  - hoiceft  gift  of  heaven  to  man,  without 
which  no  other  bjeffing  can  convey  real  en- 
joyment to  the  rational  mind,  ihould  be 
impaired,  perhaps,  totally  deftroyed,  by  the 
introduction  of  a french  fyflem  of  police, 
even  into  our  gaols. 

The  anfwer  to  the  queftion,  Quis  cufto- 
cles  cwwdiet  ipfos  ? is  next  to  be  confidered. 
In  went  manner  are  we  to  guard  againd:  the 
Regicci  ana  tyranny  , of  the  officers  of  pri- 
fens,  and  lecurc  the  obiervance  of  fuch  rules 
as  expedience  ffiali  fugged:  ? 

The  condud  of  the  houfes  of  indudry,  in 
Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  in  one  of  which  I was 
a director  for  the  fpace  of  three  years,  feems 
to  me  to  point  out  an  ufeful  and  practicable 
mode  of  government  and  control. 

A committee  room,  fpacious,  commo- 
dious, and  pleafantly  fituated,  is  fet  apart 
for  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  diredors  and 
guardians  of  the  houfe. 

They  con  lift  of  the  principal  gentry, 
clergy,  and  tenantry,  in  the  county.  They 
yiht  in  rotation  3 each  taking  a month.  Two 

diredors 
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directors  from  the  gentry,  three  ading  guar- 
dians from  the  yeomanry,  (with  the  clerk) 
form  the  weekly  meeting.  The  governor 
of  the  houle  attends  to  aniwer  inquiries  and 
complaints.  . He  brings  up  his  report  of  the 
material  events  of  the  preceding  week.  All 
bufinefs  refpeding  the  ceconomy  of  the 
houle  ami  current  expenfes,  is  then  fettled. 
The  ftores  and  provifions  are  infpeded  ; the 
apothecary,  who  attends  for  a yearly  ftipend, 
is  examined  with  refped  to  the  lick.  In 
this  whole  affair,  no  perfon  complains  of 
the  fatigue  of  attendance,  but  rather  takes 
pleafure  in  the  difcharge  of  fo  ufeful  an  em- 
ployment. 

The  juftices  of  the  county,  or  diftrid, 
aided  by  the  gentry  and  clergy,  and  a cer- 
tain portion  of  the  fubftantial  tenantry, 
might  be  incorporated  by  parliament,  with 
powers  to  ad  in  a fimilar  manner  in  refped 
to  gaols.  The  regulation  of  places  of  con- 
finement would  then  be  veiled  in  the  hands 
of  the  parties,  who  are  really  interefted  in 
the  reform  of  their  manifold  abufes.  The 
humanity  of  my  countrymen  would  effed 
the  reft  ; they  would  behold  in  a priloner, 
a perfon,  who,  from  the  lofs  of  liberty,  from 

the 
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the  anxieties  neceflarily  attendant  upon  nis 
iituation,  from  the  injury  he  has  probably 
fuftained  in  his  circumftances,  and  mull 
continue  to  fuftain,  before  his  guilt  or  in- 
nocence can  be  legally  afcertained,  is  al- 
ready / afflicted  with  a conliderable  fhare  of 
differing,  and,  therefore,  ought  not  to  be 
unnecelfarily  expofed  to  the  additional  dif- 
trelfes  of  hunger,  cold,  and  nakednefs,  and 
the  almoft  moral  certainty  of  difeafe. 

I will  recapitulate  ; and  conclude. 

It  is  my  aim,  in  fubrnitting  the  preceding 
refiedtions  to  the  public,  to  imprefs  my 
readers  with  a perfuafion,  that  if  due  atten- 
tion were  paid  to  the  fcite  and  conftfudtion 
of  prifons,  the  grand  obftacle  to  their  im- 
provement, viz.  the  infrequency  of  their 
infpedtion,  would  no  longer  exift ; that  the 
health  of  the  perfons  confined  cannot  be 
con ful ted  in  any  tolerable  meafure,  while 
prifons  are  fituated  in  the  mid  ft  of  popu- 
lous cities,  orfurrounded  with  walls,  riling 
high  above  the  inhabited  enclofure.  That 
the  expedients  which  have  been  a'cquiefced 
in  as  eftential  to  the  guarding  againft  riot, 
infurredtion,  and  efcape,  are  not  only  inef- 
ficacious, but  frequently  are  produdtive  of 

the 
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the  very  evils  they  were  intended  to  pre- 
vent ; that  a judicious  form  of  internal  po- 
lity might  fafely.be  fubflituted  in  their 
place ; and  that  the  power  of  enforcing  fuch 
regulations,  as  public  wifdom  may  diredt, 
ought  to  be  veiled  in  the  hands  of  fuch  per- 
fons,  as  are  mod  intereded  in  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  the  diftridt ; viz.  in  a weekly 
committee  of  the  judices,  gentry,  and  te- 
nantry of  the  county,  attending  upon  the 
loot  in  monthly  rotation.  Thus  the  pre- 
fent  reproach  of  the  diforder  and  immorality 
of  perfons  under  confinement,  would,  I con- 
ceive, be  finally  removed,,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  feelings  of  humanity,  at  prefent 
wounded  by  every  refiedtion  upon  the  com- 
plicated fufferings  endured  in  thefe  melan- 
choly manfions,  be  effedtually  confulted, 

without  offering  the  minuted  injury  to  fub- 

/ 

dantial  judice. 


TH I END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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